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PREFACE. 



The following work has long been announced as on the 
eve of publication, to the great annoyance of the Author. 
It was, indeed, commenced several years sinoe, but the 
prosecution of it has been repeatedly interrupted by 
other occupations, by a long absence in Europe, and 
by occasional derangement of health. It is only within 
the last two or three years that I have been able to 
apply myself to it steadily. This is stated to account 
for the delay in its publication. 

The present volume treats of the earlier portion of 
Washington's life previous to the war of the Revolution, 
giving his expeditions into the wilderness, his campaigns 
on the frontier in the old French war ; and the ofcher 
** experiences," by which his character was formed, and 
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he gradually trained up and prepared for his great 
destiny. 

Though a biography, and of course admitting of 
familiar anecdote, excursive digressions, and a flexible 
texture of narrative, yet, for the most part, it is essen- 
tially historia Washington, in fact, had very little 
private life, but was eminently a public character. 
All his actions and ^ncems almost &om boyhood were 
connected with the history of his country. In writing 
his biography, therefore, I am obliged to take glances 
orer ccSiaUacsl historyi, as seen fiom his pcdnt of viaw 
and xaBMendjxg his plans, dxid to narrate ^Ustant trans- 
aetioBQs a.pparently unconnected wi£h his concerns, bat 
evenbially bearing upon the great drama in which he 
was the principal suotor. 

I have endeavoured to execute my task with candour 
aad fidelity ; stating facts on what appeared to be good 
miihodtj^ and «i.vQiding as much as possible all hke 
colouring and exaggeration. My work is founded on the 
correspoiodenoe of Washington, which, in fact, afibrds 
tho aoideBt and surest groundwork &r his biqgraphy. 
This I have consulted as it exists in manuscript in tilie 
archives of the department of State to which I have had 
&11 and frequent access. I have also made frequent 
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use of " Washington's Writings," as published by Mr. 
Sparks ; a carefdl collation of many of which with the 
originals having convinced me of the general correctness 
of the collection, and of the safety with which it may 
be relied upon for historical purposes; and I am happy 
to bear this testimony to the essential accuracy of one 
whom I consider among the greatest benefactors to our 
national literature ; and to whose writings and researches 
I acknowledge myself largely indebted throughout my 
work. 

W. I 

Sunnysidef 1855. 
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CHAPTER L 

GEKEALOOT OP THE WASHIirOTOK FAMILY. 

The Washington family is of an ancient English stock, the 
genealogy of which has been traced np to the century 
immediately succeeding the Conqnest. At that time it was 
in possession of landed estates and manorial privileges in 
the comity of Dnrham, such as were enjoyed only by those, 
or their descendants, who had come over from Normandy 
with the Conqneror, or had fonght nnder his standard. 
When William the Conqneror laid waste the whole country 
north of the Humber, in punishment of the insurrection of 
the Northumbrians, he apportioned the estates among his 
followers, and advanced Normans and other foreigners to 
the principal ecclesiastical dignities. One of the most 
wealthy and important sees was that of Durham. Hither 
had been transported the bones of St. Cuthbert from their 
original shrine at Lindisfame, when it was ravaged by the 
Banes. That saint, says Camden, was esteemed by princes 
and gentry a titular saint against the Scots.* His shrine, 
therefore, had been held in peculiar reverence by the 
Saxons, and the see of Durham endowed with extraordi- 
nary privileges. 

William continued and increased those privileges. He 
needed a powerful adherent on this frontier to keep the 

' Camden, Brit. It., 349. 

B 
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restless NortliiiinbTians in order, and check Scottisli inva- 
sion ; and no doubt considered an enlightened ecclesiastic, 
appointed by the crown, a safer depositary of such power 
than an hereditary noble. 

Having placed a noble and learned native of Loraine in 
the diocese, therefore, he erected it into a palatinate, over 
which the bishop, as Count Palatine, had temporal as well 
as spiritual jurisdiction. He built a strong castle for his 
protection, and to «erve as a barrier against the Northern 
foe. He made him lord high-admiral of the aea and waters 
adjoining his palatinate, lord warden of the marches, and 
conservator of the league between England and Scotland. 
Thenceforth, we are told, the prelates of Durham owned 
no earthly superior within their diocese, but continued for 
centuries to exercise every right attached to an independent 
sovereign.* 

The bishop, as Count Palatine, lived in almost royal 
state and splendour. He had his lay chancellor, chamber- 
lains, secretaries, steward, treasurer, master of the horse, 
and a host of minor officers. 8till he was under feudal 
obligations. All landed property in those warlike times 
implied military service. Bishops and abbots, equally 
with great barons who held estates iiamediately of the 
crown, were obliged, when required, to furnish the king 
with armed men in proportion to their domains : but they 
had their feudatories under them to aid them in iixis 
service. 

The princely prelate of Durham had his barons and 
knights, who held estates of him on feudal tenure, and 
were bound to serve him in peace and war. They sat 
occasionally in his councils, gave martial splendour to his 
court, and were obliged to have horse and weapon ready 
for service ; for they lived in a belligerent neighbourhood, 
disturbed occasionally by civil war, and often by Scottish 
foray. When the banner of St. Cuthbert, the royal standard 
of the province, was displayed, no armed feudatory of the 
bishop could refuse to take the field.' 

Some of these prelates, in token of the warlike duties of 

■ Annals of Roger de Hovedon. Hutcliinson's Xhirham, vol. ii. 
Collectanea Curiosa, vol. ii., p. 83. 
> Robert de Graystanes, Anglia Sacra^ p. 746. 
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their diocese, engrayed on their seals a knight on horse- 
back armed at all points, brandishing in one hand a sword, 
and holding forth in the other the arms of the see/ 

Among the knights who held estates in the palatinate 
on these warlike conditions was Willum de Hebtburn, the 
progenitor of the Washingtons. His Norman name of 
William would seem to point out his national descent; and 
the funily long continued to have Norman names of bap- 
tism. The surname of De Hertbum was taken from a 
TiUe^e on the palatinate which he held of the bishop in 
knight's fee ; probably the same now called Hartbum, on 
the banks of the Tees. It had become a custom among the 
Norman fiEimilies of rank, about the time of the Conquest, 
to take surnames from their castles or estates ; it was not 
imtil some time afterwards that surnames became gene- 
rally assimied by the people.' 

How or 'when the De Hertbums first acquired possession 
of their Tillage is not known, lliey may have been com- 
panions in arms with Bobert de Brus (or Bruce), a noble 
knight of Normandy, rewarded by William the Conqueror 
with great possessions in the North, and, among others, 
with the lordships of Hert and Hertness, in the county of 
Durham. 

The first actual mention we find of the fietmily is in the 
Bolden Book, a record of all the lands appertainiDg to the 
diocese in 1183. In this it is stated that William de Hert- 
bum had exchanged his village of Hertbum for the manor 
and vills^e of Wessyngton, likewise in the diocese ; paying 
the bishop a quit-rent of four pounds, and engaging to 
attend him witi two greyhounds in grand himts, and to 
fiimish a man-at-arms whenever military aid should bo 
required of the palatinate/ 

* Camden, Brit, iv., 349. 

* Lower on Surnames, vol. i., p. 43. Fuller says, that the custom 
of surnames was brought from France in Edward ^e Confessor's time, 
about fifty years b^ore the Conquest; but did not become universally 
settled until some hundred years afterwards. At first they did not 
descend hereditarily on the £ajnily. — Fuller, Church History. Roll of 
Battle Abbey. 

' The Bolden Book. As this ancient document gives the first trace 
of the Washington family, it merits especial mention. In 1183, a 
survey was made by order of Bishop de Pusaz of all the lands of the 

b2 
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The family changed its surname with its estate, and 
thenceforward assinned that of De Wessyngton/ The con- 
dition of military service attached to its manor will be 
found to have been often exacted, nor was the service in 
the grand hunt an idle form. Hunting came next to war 
in those days, as the occupation of the nobility and gentry. 
The clergy engaged in it equally with the laity. The 
hunting establishment of the Bishop of Durham was on a 
princely scale. He had his forests, chases, and parks, with 
thieir train of foresters, rangers, and park-keepers. A 
grand hunt was a splendid pageant, in which all his barons 
and knights attended him with horse and hound. The 
stiptilations with the Seignior of Wessyngton show how 
strictly the rights of the chase were defined. All the game 
taken by him in going to the forest belonged to the bishop ; 
all taken on returning belonged to himseK." 

Hugh de Pusaa (or De Pudsay), during whose episcopate 
we meet with this first trace of the De Wessyngtons, was a 
nephew of King Stephen, and a prelate of great preten- 
sions ; fond of appearing with a train of ecclesiastics and 
an armed retinue. When Kichard Coeur de Lion put every- 
thing at pawn and sale to raise funds for a crusade to the 
Holy Land, the bishop resolved to accompany him. More 
wealthy than his sovereign, he made magnificent prepara- 
tions. Besides ships to convey his troops and retinue, he 



see held in demesne, or by tenants in villanage. The record was 
entered in a book called the Bolden Buke ; the parish of Bolden occur- 
ring first in alphabetical arrajigement. The document commences in 
the following manner: Incipit liber qui vocatur Bolden Book. Anno 
DominicaB Incamationis, 1183, ^c. 

The following is the memorandum in question : 

Willus de Hertebum habet Wessyngton (excepta ecclesia et terra 
ecclesie partinen) ad excamb. pro villa de Hertebum quam pro haa 
quietam clamayit : Et reddit 4 L. Et vadit in magna caza cum 2 Le- 
porar. Et quando commune auxlliimi yenerit debet dare 1 Militem ad 
plus de auxilio, &c. — Collectanea Ouriosa, vol. ii., p. 89. 

The Bolden Buke is a small fblio, deposited in the office of the 
bishop's auditor, at Durham. 

^ The name is probably of Saxon origin. It existed in England 
prior to the Conquest. The village of Wassengtone is mentioned in a 
Saxon charter as granted by king Edgar in 973 to Thomey Abbey.— 
Collectanea Tapographtca, iv. 55. 

' Hutchinson's Durham, vol. ii., p. 489. 
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had a sumptuous galley for lumself , fitted up with a throne 
or episcopal chair of silver, and all the household, and even 
culinary, utensils, were of the same costly material. In a 
word, had not the prelate been induced to stay at home, 
and aid the king with his treasures, by being made one of 
the regents of the kingdom, and Earl of Northumberland 
for life, the De Wessyngtons might have followed the 
banner of St. Cuthbert to the Holy Wars. 

Nearly seventy years afterwards we find the family stUl 
retaining its manorial estate in the palatinate. The names 
of Bondo de Wessyngton and William, his son, appear on 
charters of land granted in 1257 to religious houses. Soon 
after occurred the wars of the barons, in which the throne 
of Henry IIL was shaken by the De Mountforts. The 
chivalry of the palatinate rallied under the royal standard. 
On the list of loyal knights who fought for their sovereign 
in the disastrous battle of Lewes (1264), in which the king 
was taken prisoner, we find the name of William Weshing- 
ton, of Weshington.* 

During the splendid pontificate of Anthony Beke (or 
Beak), the knights of the palatinate had continually to be 
in the saddle, or buckled in armour. The prelate was so 
impatient of rest that he never took more than one sleep, 
saying it was unbecoming a man to turn from one side to 
another in bed. He was perpetually, when within his 
diocese, either riding from one manor to another, or hunt- 
ing and hawking. Twice he assisted Edward I. , with all 
his force, in invading Scotland. In the progress north- 
ward with the king, the bishop led the van, marching a 
day in advance of the main body, with a mercenary force, 
paid by himself, of one thousand foot and five hundred 
horse. Besides these, he had his feudatories of the pala- 
tinate ; six bannerets and one hundred and sixty knights, 
not one of whom, says an old poem, but surpassed Arthur 
himself, though endowed with the charmed gifts of Merlin.*® 

' This list of knights was inserted in the Bolden Book as an addi- 
tional entry. It is cited at fall length by Hutchinson. — Hist, Durham^ 
Tol. i, p. 220. 

*® Onqnes Artous pour touz ces charmes. 
Si beau prisent ne ot de Merlyn. 
Siege of Karlayerock; an old Foem in Norman French, 
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We presume the De Wessyngtons were among those prenx 
chevaliers, as the banner of St. Cuthbert had been taken 
from its shrine on the occasion, and of course all the armed 
force of the diocese was bound to follow. It was borne in 
front of the army by a monk of Durham. There were 
many rich caparisons, says the old poem, many beautiful 
pennons fluttering from lances, and much neighing of 
steeds. The hills and valleys were covered with sumpter 
horses and waggons laden with tents and provisions. The 
Bishop of Durham, in his warlike state, appeared, we are 
told, more like a powerful prince than a priest or prelate." 

At the surrender of the crown of Scotland by John 
Baliol, which ended this invasion, the bishop negotiated 
on the part of England. As a trophy of the event, the 
chair of Scone, used on the inauguration of the Scottish 
monarchs, and containing the stone on which Jacob 
dreamed, the palladitmi of Scotland, was transferred to 
England and deposited in Westminster Abbey.*' 

In the reign of Edward III. we find the De Wessyngtons 
still mingling in chivalrous scenes. The name of Sir 
Stephen de Wesdyngton appears on a list of knights (nobles 
chevaliers) who were to tilt at a tournament at Dunstable 
in 1334. He bore for his device a golden rose on an azure 
field." 

" Bobert de Graystanes, Aug. Sac., p. 746, cited bj Hutchinson, 
vol. i., p. 239. 

^' An extract from an inedited poem, cited by Nicolas in bis trana- 
lation of the Siege of Carlayarock, gives a striking picture of the pala* 
tinate in tbese days of its pride and splendour: — 

There valour bowed before the rood and book, 
And kneeling knighthood served a prelate lord, 

Tet little deigned he on such train to look, 
Or glance of ruth or pity to afford. 

There time has heard the peal rung out at night. 
Has seen from every tower the cressets streaDOt 

When the red bale-fire on yon western height 
Had roused the warder from his fitful dream. 

Has seen old Durham's lion banner float 

O'er the proud bulwark, that, with giant pride 

And feet deep plunged amidst ike circling moat, 
The efforts of the roving Scot defied. 

" Collect. Topog. et Genealog., t, iv., p. 3d5. 
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He was soon called to exercise his arms in a sterner 
field. In 1346, Edward and his son, the Black Prince, 
being absent with the armies in France, King David 
of Scotland inTaded Northumberland with a powerful 
army. Qneen Fhilippa, who had remained in England as 
regent, immediately took the field, calling the northern 
prelates and nobles to join her standard. They all has- 
tened to obey. Among the. prelates was Hati&eld, tha 
Bishop of Durham. The sacred banner of St. Cuthbert 
was again displayed, and the chivalry of the palatinate 
assisted at the fiumous battle of NevH's Cross, near Durham, 
in which the Scottish army was defeated and King David 
taken prisoner. 

Qneen FhUippa hastened with a victoriotis train to cross 
the sea at Dover, and join King Edward in his camp before 
Calais. The prelate of Durham accompanied her. His 
military train consisted of three bannerets, forty-eight 
knights, one hundred and sixty-four esquires, and eighty 
archers, on horseback.^^ They all anived to witness the 
surrender of Calais (1346), on which occasion Queen 
Fhilippa distinguished herself by her noble interference in 
saving the lives of its patriot citizens. 

Snch were the warlike and stately scenes in which the 
De Wessyngtons were called to mingle by their feudal 
duties as knights of the palatinate. A few years after the 
last event (1350), William, at that time lord of the manor 
of Wessyngton, had license to settle it and the village 
upon himself, his wife, and " his own right heirs." He 
died in 1367, and his son and heir, William, succeeded to 
the estate. The latter is mentioned under the name of 
Sir William de Weschington, as one of the knights who 
sat in the privy council of the county during the episcopate 
of John Fordham." During this time the whole force of 
the palatinate was roused to pursue a foray of Scots, under 
Sir William Douglas, who, having ravaged the country, 
were returning laden with spoil. It was a fruit of the 
feud between the Douglases and the Fercys. The ma- 
rauders were overtaken by Hotspur Fercy, and then took 

»* Collier^s Eccles. Hist., Book VI., Cent. XIV. 
^ Hutchinsoa, yoL ii. 
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place the battle of Otterbounie, in which Percy was taken 
prisoner and Douglas slain." 

For. upwards of two hundred years the De Wessyngtons 
had now sat in the councils of the palatinate ; had mingled 
with horse and hound in the stately hunts of its prelates, 
and followed the banner of St. Cuthbert to the field ; but 
Sir William, just mentioned, was the last of the family 
that rendered this feudal service. He was the last male 
of the line to which the inheritance of the manor, by the 
license granted to his father, was confined. It passed 
away from the De Wessyngtons, after his death, by the 
marriage of his only daughter and heir, Dionisia, with Sir 
William of Temple Studley. By the year 1400 it had be-, 
come the property of the Blaykestons.*' 

But though the name of De Wessyngton no longer 
figured on the chiyalrous roll of the palatinate, it continued 
for a time to flourish in the cloisters. In the year 141 6, 
John de Wessyngton was elected prior of the Benedictine 
convent, attached to* the cathedral. The monks of this 
convent had been licensed by Pope Gregory VII. to per- 
form the solemn duties of the cathedral in place of secular 
clergy, and William the Conqueror had ordained that the 
priors of Durham should enjoy all the liberties, dignities, 
and honours of abbots; should hold their lands and 
churches in their own hands and free disposition, and have 
the abbot's seat on the left side of the choir — ^thus taking 
rank of every one but the bishop." 

In the course of three centuries and upwards, which had 
since elapsed, these honours and privileges had been sub- 
ject to repeated dispute and encroachment, and the prior 
had nearly been elbowed out of the abbot's chair by the 
archdeacon. John de Wessyngton was not a man to 
submit tamely to such infringements of his rights. He 
forthwith set himself up as the champion of his priory, 
and in a learned tract, de Juribus et Fossessionibus EcdesuB 
JJimdTnensis, established the validity of the long-controverted 

^* Theaise the Bowglaa lost his Ufe, 
And the Percye was led away. 

FORDUN. Quoted by Surtees, Hist, Durham, vol. u 
17 Hutchinson's Burham, vol. ii., p. 489. 
'" Dugdale, Monasticon Anglicanum. T. i., p. 231. London ed. 1846. 
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claims, and fbced himself firmly in the abbot's chair. 
His success in this controversy gained him much renown 
among his brethren of the cowl, and in 1426 he presided 
at the general chapter of the order of St. Benedict, held at 
Northampton. 

The stout prior,of Dnrham had other disputes with the 
bishop and the secular clergy touching his ecclesiastical 
fdnctions, in which he was equally victorious, and several 
tracts remain in manuscript in the dean and chapter's 
library; weapons hung up in the church armoury as 
memorials of his polemical battles. 

Finally, after fighting divers good fights for the honour 
of his priory, and filling the abbot's chair for thirty years, 
he died, to use an ancient phrase, *' in all the odour of 
sanctity," in 1446, and was buried like a soldier on his 
battle-field, at the door of the north aisle of his church, 
near to the altar of St. Benedict. On his tombstone was 
an inscription in brass, now unfortunately obliterated, 
which may have set forth the valiant deeds of this Wash- 
ington of the cloisters." 

By this time the primitive stock of the De Wessyngtons 
had separated into divers branches, holding estates in 
various parts of England ; some distinguishing themselves 
in the learned professions, others receiving knighthood 
for public services. Their names are to be found honour- 
ably recorded in county histories, or engraved on monu- 
ments in time-worn churches and cathedrals, those gar- 
nering places of English worthies. By degrees the 
seignorial sign of ds disappeared from before the family 
surname, which also varied from Wessyngton to Was- 
sington, Wasshington, and finally to Washington.* A 
parish in the county of Durham bears the name as last 
written, and in this probably the ancient manor of Wes- 

*® Hutchinson's Durham, voh ii., passim. 

«® " The de came to be omitted," says an old treatise, ** when 
Englishmen and English manners b^an to prevail upon the recovery of 
lost credit." — V&rstegan*8 Restitution of decayed Intelligence th Antiquities* 
Lond. 1634. 

About the time of Henry YI., says another treatise, the de or d' was 
generally dropped from surnames, when the title of armiger, esquier, 
amongst the heads of families, and generosusy or gentylman, among 
younger sons was substituted. — Loiver on Surnames, vol. i. 
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Byngton was situated. There is another parish of the 
name in the connty of Sussex. 

The branch of the family to which our Washington imme- 
diately belongs sprang from Laurence Washington, Esquire, 
of Gray's Inn, son of John Washington, of Warton, in Lan- 
cashire. This Laurence Washington w^ for some time 
mayor of Northampton, and on the cQssolution of the 
priories by Henry VIII. he received, in 1538, a grant of 
the manor of Sulgrave, in Northamptonshire, wiSi other 
lands in the vicinity, all confiscated property formerly 
belonging to the monasteiy of St. Andrew's. 

Sulgrave remained in the family until 1620, and was 
commonly called " Washington's Manor." *^ 

One of the direct descendants of the grantee of Sulgrave 
was Sir William Washington, of Packington, in the county 
of Kent. He married a sister of George Villiers, Duke of 
Buckingham, the unfortunate favourite of Charles I. This 
may have attached the Sulgrave Washingtons to the Stuart 
dynasty, to which they adhered loyally and generously 
throughout all its vicissitudes. One of the family. Lieu* 
tenant-Colonel James Washington, took up arms in the cause 
of King Charles, and lost his life at the siege of Pontefruct 
Castle, Another of the Sulgrave line. Sir Henry Wash* 

<i The manor of Qarsdon in Wiltshire has been mentioned as the 
homestead of the ancestors of our Washington. This is a mistake. It 
was tiie residence of Sir Laurence Washington, second son of the abore- 
mentioned grantee of Sulgrave. Elizabel^, granddaughter of this Sir 
Laurence, married Bobert Shirley, Earl Ferrers and Viscount of Tam^ 
worth. Washington became a baptismal name among the Shirleya — 
several of the Earls Ferrers have borne it. 

The writer of these pages visited Sulgrave a few years since. It was 
in a quiet rural neighbourhood, where the farmhousee were quaint and 
antiquated. A part only of the manor-house remained, aiMl was in« 
habited by a farmer. The Washington crest, in coloured glass, was to 
DC seen in a window of what was now the buttery. A window on 
which the whole family arms was emblazoned had been removed to the 
residence of the actual proprietor of the manor. Another relic of the 
ancient manor of the Washingtons was a rookery in a venerable grove 
hard by. The rooks, those stanch adherents to old family abodes, 
still hovered and cawed about their hereditary nests. In the pave- 
meiit of the parish church we were shown a stone slab bearing effigies 
on plates of brass of Laurence Wasshington, gent., and Anne his ymfe, 
and their four sons and eleven daughters. The inscription in black 
letter was dated 1564. 
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ington, son and heir of Sir William, before mentioned, 
exhibited in the civil wars the old chivalroiiB spirit of the 
knights of the palatinate. He served nnder Prince 
Enpert at the storming of Bristol, in 1643, and when 
the assailants were beaten off at every point, he broke 
in with a handfiil of infantry at a weak part of the 
wall, made room for a horse to follow, and opened a path 
to victory ."• 

He distingnished himself stiU more in 1646, when 
elevated to the command of Worcester, the governor 
having been captured by the enemy. It was a time of 
confusion and dismay. The king had fled from Oxford 
in disgnise, and gone to the parliamentary camp at 
Newark, llie roy^ canse was desperate. In this crisis 
Sir Henry received a letter from Fairfisa, who, with 
Ms victorious army, was at Haddington, demanding the 
surrender of Worcester, The following was Colonel 
Washing^n's reply : — 

Sm, 

It 18 acknowledged by your books and by report of your own 
quarter, that the king ia in some of your armies. That granted, it may 
be easy for you to procure his Migesty's commands for the disposal of 
this garrison. Till then I shall make good the trust reposed in me. 
As for conditions, if I shall be necessitated, I shall make the best I can. 
The worst I know and fear not; if I had, the profession of a soldier 
had not been begun, nor so long continued by your Excellency's 
humble aervant^ 

Henbt Washington.*' 

In a few days Colonel Whalley invested the city with 
five thonscmd troops. Sir Henry despatched messenger 
after messenger in quest of the king to know his pleasure. 
None of them returned. A female emissary was equally 
unavailiiig. Week after week elapsed, untH nearly three 
months had expired. Provisions began to fiEdl. The 
(Jity was in confusion. The troops grew insubordinate* 
Yet Sir Henry persisted in the defence. General Fairfax, 
with 1,600 horse and foot, was daily expected. There 
was not powder enough for an hour's contest should the 
city be stormed. Still Sir Henry " awaited his Majesty's 
commands." 

At length news arrived that the king had issued an 

>* Clarendon, Book vii. 

*> Greene's Antiquities of Worcester, p. 273. 
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order for the surrender of all towns, castles, and forts. 
A printed copy of the order was shown to Sir Heniy, 
and on the faith of that document he capitulated (19th 
July, 1646) on honourable terms, won by his fortitude 
and perscTerance. Those who believe in hereditary 
virtues may see foreshadowed in the conduct of this Wash- 
ington of Worcester, the magnanimous constancy of pur- 
pose, the disposition to *' hope against hope," which bore 
our Washington triumphantly through the darkest days of 
our revolution. 

We have little note of the Sulgrave branch of the family 
after the death of Charles I. and the exile of his successor, 
England, during the protectorate, became an uncomfort- 
able residence to such as had signalized themselves as 
adherents to the house of Stuart. In 1655, an attempt 
at a general insurrection drew on them the vengeance of 
Cromwell. Many of their party who had no share in the 
conspiracy, yet sought refuge in other lands, where they 
might live free from molestation. This may have been 
the case with two brothers, John and Andrew Washington, 
great-grandsons of the grantee of Sulgrave, and uncles of 
Sir Henry, the gallant defender of Worcester. John had 
for some time resided at South Cave, in the East Biding 
of Yorkshire,** but now emigrated with his brother to 
Virginia ; which colony, from its allegiance to the exiled 
monarch and the Anglican Church, had become a favourite 
resort of the Cavaliers. The brothers arrived in Virginia 
in 1657, and purchased lands in Westmoreland county, on 
the Northern Neck, between the Potomac and Bappahan- 
nock rivers. John married a Miss Anne Pope, of the same 
county, and took up his residence on Bridges Creek, near 
where it falls into the Potomac. He became an extensive 
planter, and, in process of time, a magistrate and member 
of the house of Burgesses. Having a spark of the old 
military fire of the family, we find him, aa Colonel Wash- 
ington, leading the Virginia forces, in co-operation with 
those of Maryland, against a band of Seneca Indians, who 

** South Cave is near the Humber. " In the vicinity is Cave Castle, 
an embattled edifice. It has a noble collection of paintings, including 
ji portrait of General Washington, whose ancestors possessed a portion 
of the estate." — Letces^ Topog, Diet., vol. L, p. 530. 
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were ravagmg the settleinents along the Potomac. In 
honour of his public services and private virtues the 
parish in which he resided was called after him, and still 
bears the name of Washington. He lies buried in a vault 
on Bricks Creek, which, for generations, was the family 
place of sepulture. 

The estate continued in the family. His grandson 
Augustine, the father of our Washington, was bom there 
in 1694. He was twice married ; first (April 20th, 1715), 
to Jane, daughter of Caleb Butler, Esq., of Westmoreland 
County, by whom he had four children, of whom only two, 
Lawrence and Augustine, survived the years of child- 
hood ; their mother died November 24th, 1728, and was 
buried in the femily vault. 

On the 6th of March, 1730, he married in second nup- 
tials, Mary, the daughter of Colonel Ball, a young and 
beautiful girl, said to be the belle of the Northern Neck. 
By her he had four sons, George, Samuel, John Augustine^ 
and Charles ; and two daughters, Elizabeth, or Betty, as 
she was commonly called, and Mildred, who died in 
infancy. 

George, the eldest, the subject of this biography, was 
bom on the 22nd of February (11th, O. S.) 1732, in the 
homestead on Bridges Creek. This house commanded a view 
over many miles of the Potomac, and the opposite shore of 
Maryland. It had probably been purchased with the pro- 
perty, and was one of the primitive farmhouses of Vir- 
ginia. The roof was steep, and sloped down into low 
projecting eaves. It had four rooms on the ground-floor, 
and others in the attic, and an immense chimney at each 
end. Not a vestige of it remains. Two or three decayed 
fig-trees, with shrubs and vines, linger about the place, 
and here and there a flower grown wild serves " to mark 
where a garden has been ;" such, at least, was the case a 
few years since, but these may have likewise passed away, 
A stone" marks the site of the house, and an inscription 
denotes its being the birthplace of Washington. 

We have entered with some minuteness into this genea- 
logical detail — ^tracing the family step by step through the 

" Placed there by Qeoige W. Custis. 
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pages of historical documents for upwards of six centuries 
— and we have been tempted to do so by the documentaij 
proo& it gives of the Uneal and enduring worth of the 
race. We have shown that, for many generations, and 
through a variety of eventful scenes, it has maintained an 
equality of fortune and respectability, and whenever 
brought to the test has acquitted itself with honour and 
loyalty. Hereditary rank may be an illusion, but here- 
ditary virtue gives a patent of innate nobleness beyond all 
the blazonry of the Heralds' College. 



CHAPTEB n. 

Home of Washington^a Boyhood — Hia early Education — Lawrence 
Wajshington and his Campaign in the Weet Indies — Death of Wash- 
ington's Father — ^The widowed Mother and her ChildrMi — School 
Exerdaes. 

Not long after the birth of George, his father removed to 
an estate in Stafford County, opposite Fredericksburg. The 
house was similar in siyle to ihe one at Bridges Creek, and 
stood on a rising ground overlooking a meadow which 
bordered the Eappahannock. This was the home of 
George's boyhood; the meadow was his playground, and 
the scene of his early athletic sports ; but this home, like 
that in which he was bom, has disappeared ; the site is 
only to be traced by fragments of bricks, china, and 
earthenware. 

In those days the means of instruction in Virginia were 
limited, and it was the custom among the wealthy planters 
to send their sons to England to complete their education. 
This was done by Augustine Washington with his eldest 
son Lawrence, then about fifteen years of age, and whom 
he no doubt considered the future head of the family. 
George was yet in early childhood : as his intellect dawned 
he received the rudiments of education in the best esta- 
blishment for the purpose that the neighbourhood afforded. 
It was what was called in popular parlance, an " old field 
school-house ;" humble enough in its pretensions, and kept 
by one of his father's tenants named Hobby, who, more- 
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over, was sexton of the parish. Hie instraction doled out 
by him must have been of the simplest kind — treading, 
writing, and ciphering, perhaps; but George had the 
benefit of mentsd and moral culture at home, from an 
excellent father. 

Several traditional anecdotes have been given to the 
world, somewhat prolix and trite, but illustrative of the 
familiar and practical manner in which Augustine Wash- 
ington, in the daily intercourse of domestic life, impressed 
the ductile mind of his child with high maxims of religion 
and virtue, and imbued him with a spirit of justice and 
generosity, and, above all, a scrupulous love of truth. 

When George was about seven or eight years old, his 
brother Lawrence returned from England, a well-educated 
saad accomplished youth. There was a difference of four- 
teen years in their ages, which may have been one cause of 
the strong attachment which took place between them. 
Lawrence looked down with a protecting eye upon the boy 
whose dawning intelligence and perfect rectitude won his 
regard ; while George looked up to his manly and culti- 
vated brother as a model in mind and manners. We call 
particular attention to this brotherly interchange of affec- 
tion, from the influence it had on all the fdtuie career of 
the subject of this memoir. 

Lawrence Washington had something of the old military 
spirit of the fiEimily, and circumstances soon called it into 
action. Spanish depredations on British commerce had 
recently provoked reprisals. Admiral Vernon, commander- 
in-chief in the West indies, had accordingly captured Porto 
Bello, on the Isthmus of Darien. The Spaniards were 
preparing to revenge the blow; the French were fitting 
out ships to aid them. Troops were embarked in England 
for another campaign in the West Indies ; a regiment of 
four battalions was to be raised in the colonies, and sent 
to join them at Jamaica. There was a sudden outbreak of 
military ardour in the province ; the sound of drum and 
fife was heard in the villages wilii the parade of recruiting 
parties. Lawrence Washmgton, now twenty-two years of 
age, caught the infection. He obtained a captain's com- 
mission in the newly-raised regiment, and embarked i^dth 
it for the West Indies in 1740. He served in the joint 
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expeditions of Admiral Vernon and General Wentworth, in 
the land forces commanded by the latter, and acquired the 
friendship and confidence of both of those officers. He was 
present at the siege of Carthagena, when it was bombarded 
by the fleet, and when the troops attempted to escalade the 
citadel. It was an ineffectual attack ; the ships could not 
get near enough to throw their shells into the town, and 
the scaling-ladders proved too short. That part of the 
attack, however, with which Lawrence was concerned, 
distinsniished itself by its braveiy: the troops sustained, 
tmflinchin^, a destructiye fire for several hours, and at 
length retired with honour, their small force having sus- 
tained a loss of about six hundred in killed and wounded. 

We have here the secret of that martial spirit so often 
cited of George in his boyish days. He had seen his 
brother fitted out for the wars. He had heard by letter 
and otherwise of the warlike scenes in which he was 
mingling. All his amusements took a military turn. He 
made soldiers of his schoolmates ; they had their mimic 
parades, reviews, and sham fights ; a boy named William 
Bustle was sometimes his competitor, but George was com- 
mander-in-chief of Hobby's school. 

Lawrence Washington returned home in the autumn of 
1742, the campaigns in the West Indies being ended, and 
Admiral Vernon and General Wentworth being recalled to 
England. It was the intention of Lawrence to rejoin his 
regiment in that country, and seek promotion in the army ; 
but circumstances completely altered his plans He formed 
an attachment to Anne, the eldest daughter of the Honour- 
able William Fairfax, of Fairfax County ; his addresses 
were well received, and they became engaged. Their nup- 
tials were delayed by the sudden and untimely death of 
his father, which took place on the 12th of April, 1743, 
after a short but severe attack of gout in the stomach, and 
when but forty-nine years of age. George had been absent 
from home on a visit during his father's illness, and just 
returned in time to receive a parting look of affection. 

Augustine Washington left large possessions, distributed 
by will among his children. To Lawrence, the estate on 
the banks of the Potomac, with other real property, and 
several shares in iron-works. To Augustine, me second 
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son by the fbrst marriage, the old homestead and estate in 
Westmoreland. The children by the second marriage 
were severally well provided for, and George, when he 
became of age, was to have the house and lands on the 
Eappahannock. 

In the month of July the marriage of Lawrence with 
Miss Fairfax took place. He now gave up all thoughts of 
foreign service, and settled himself on his estate on the 
banks of the Potomac, to which he gave the name of 
Mount Vebnon, in honour of the admiral. 

Augustine took up his abode at the homestead on Bridges 
Creek, and married Anne, daughter and co-heiress of Wil- 
liam Aylett, Esquire, of Westmoreland County. 

George, now eleven years of age, and the other children 
of the second marriage, had been left under the guardian- 
ship of their mother, to whom was intrusted the proceeds 
of all their property, until they should severally come of 
age. She proved herself worthy of the trust. Endowed 
with plain, direct good sense, thorough conscientiousness, 
and prompt decision, she governed her family strictly, but 
kindly, exacting deference, while she inspired affection. 
George, being her eldest son, was thought to be her fa- 
vourite, yet she never gave him undue preference, and the 
implicit deference exacted from him in childhood con- 
tinued to be habitually observed by him to the day of her 
death. He inherited from her a high temper and a spirit 
of command, but her early precepts and example taught 
him to restrain and govern that temper, and to square his 
conduct on the exact principles of equity and justice. 

Tradition gives an interesting picture of the widow, with 
her little flock gathered round her, as was her daily wonf, 
reading to them lessons of religion and morality out of 
some standard work. Her favourite volume was Sir 
Matthew Hale's Contemplations, moral and divine. The 
admirable maxims therein contained, for outward action 
as well as self-government, sank deep into the mind of 
George, and, doubtless, had a great influence in forming 
his character. They certainly were exemplified in his 
conduct throughout life. This mother's manual, bearing 
his mother's name, Mary Washington, written with her 
own hand, was ever preserved by him with filial care, and 

G 
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may still be seen in "the archives of Mount Vernon. A 
precious document! Let those who wish to know the 
moral foundation of his character consult its pages. 

Having no longer the benefit of a father's instructions at 
home, and the scope of tuition of Hobby, the sexton, being 
too limited for the growing wants of his pupil, George 'was 
now sent to reside with Augustine Washington, at Bridges 
Creek, and enjoy the benefit of a superior school in that 
neighbourhood, kept by a Mr. Williams. His education, 
however, was plain and practical. He never attempted 
the learned languages, nor manifested any inclination for 
rhetoric or belles-lettres. His object, or the object of his 
friends, seems to have been confined to fitting him for 
ordinary business. His manuscript school-books still exist, 
and are models of neatness and accuracy. One of them, it 
is true, a ciphering-book, preserved in the library at Mount 
Vernon, has some schoolboy attempts at calligraphy ; non- 
descript birds, executed with a flourish of the pen, or pro- 
files of faces, probably intended for those of his school- 
mates ; the rest are all grave and business-like. Before 
he was thirteen years of age, he had copied into a volume 
forms of all kinds of mercantile and le^ papers ; bills of 
exchange, notes of hand, deeds, bonds, and the like. This 
early self-tuition gave him throughout life, a lawyer's 
skill in drafting documents, and a merchant's exactness in 
keeping accounts ; so that all the concerns of his various 
estates — his dealings with his domestic stewards and foreign 
agents — ^his accounts with government, and all his financial 
transactions are, to this day, to be seen posted up in books, 
in his own handwriting — ^monuments of his method and 
unwearied accuracy. 

He was a seK-disoiplinarian in physical as well as mental 
matters, and practised himself in all kinds of athletic exer- 
cises, such as running, leaping, wrestling, pitching quoits, 
and tossing bars. His frame, even in infimcy, had been 
large and powerful, and he now excelled most of his play- 
mates in contests of agility and strength. As a proof of 
his muscular power, a place is still pointed out at Frede- 
ricksburg, near the lower ferry, where, when a boy, he 
flung a stone across the Bappahannock. In horsemanship, 
too, he already excelled, and was ready to back, and able 
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to manage the most restiTe steed. Traditional anecdotes 
remain of his achievements in this respect. 

Above all, his inherent probity and the principles of 
justice on which he regulated all his conduct, even at this 
early period of life, were soon appreciated by his school- 
mates ; he was referred to aa an umpire in their disputes, 
and his decisions were never reversed. As he had for- 
merly been military chieftain, he was now legislator of the 
school ; thus displaying in boyhood a type of the future 
man. 
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ence — Washington prepares for the Navy — A Mother's Objections— 
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Belvoir — Lord Fairfax — Fox-hunting a remedy for Love — ^Proposition 
for a Surveying Expedition. 

The attachment of Lawrence Washington to his brother 
George seems to have acquired additional strength and 
tenderness on their father's death; he now took a truly 
paternal interest in his concerns, and had him as frequently 
as possible a guest at Mount Yemen. Lawrence had 
deservedly become a popular and leading personage in the 
country. He was a member of the House of Bui'gesses, 
and Adiutant-General of the district, with the rank of 
major, i^d a i«gular salary. A frequent sojoTim with him 
brought George into familiar intercourse with the family 
of his father-in-law, the Honourable William Fairfax, who 
resided at a beautiful seat called Belvoir, a few miles below 
Mount Vernon, and on the same woody lidge bordering 
die Potomac. 

William Fairfax was a man of liberal education and in- 
trinsic worth; he had seen much of the world, and his 
mind had heen enriched and ripened by varied and adven- 
turous experience. Of an ancient English family in York- 
shire, he had entered the army at the age of twenty-one ; 
had served with honour both in the East and West Indies, 
and officiated as governor of New Providence, after having 

c 2 
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aided in rescuing it from pirates. For some years past lie 
bad resided in Virginia, to manage the immense landed 
estates of his cousin, Lord Fairfax, and lived at Belvoir 
in the style of an English country gentleman, surrounded 
by an intelligent and cultivated family of sons and 
daughters. 

An intimacy with a family like this, in which the frank- 
ness and simplicity of rural and colonial life were united 
with European refinement, could not but have a beneficial 
effect in moulding the character and manners of a some- 
what homebred schoolboy. It was probably his intercourse 
with them, and his ambition to acquit himself well in 
their society, that set him upon compiling a code of morals 
and manners which still exists in a manuscript in his own 
handwriting, entitled ** Eules for behaviour in company 
and conversatiop." It is extremely minute and circum- 
stantial. Some of the rules for personal deportment extend 
to such trivial matters, and are so quaint and formal, as 
almost to provoke a smile ; but in the main a better manual 
of conduct could not be put into the hands of a youth. 
The whole code evinces that rigid propriety and self-control 
to which he subjected himself, and by which he brought 
all the impulses of a somewhat ardent temper under con- 
scientious government. 

Other influences were brought to bear on George during 
his visit at Mount Vernon. His brother Lawrence still 
retained some of his military inclinations, fostered no doubt 
by his post of Adjutant-General. William Fairfax, as we 
have shown, had been a soldier, and in many trying scenes. 
Some of Lawrence's comrades of the provincial regiment, 
who had served with him in the West Indies, were occa- 
sional visitors at Mount Vernon ; or a ship of war, possibly 
one of Vernon's old fleet, would anchor in the Potomac, 
and its officers be welcome guests at the tables of Lawrence 
and his father-in-law. Thus military scenes on sea and 
shore would become the topics of conversation. The 
capture of Porto Bello ; the bombardment of Carthagena ; 
old stories of cruisings in the East and West Indies, and 
campaigns against the pirates. We can picture to oiirselves 
George, a grave and earnest boy, with an expanding 
intellect, and a deep-seated passion for enterprise, listening 
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to snch conversations with a kindling spirit and a growing 
desire for military life. In this way most probably was 
produced that desire to enter the navy which he evinced 
when about fourteen years of age. The opportunity for 
gratifying it appeared at hand. Ships of war frequented 
the colonies, and at times, as we have hinted, were an- 
chored in the Potomac. The inclination was encouraged 
by Lawrence Washington and Mr. Fairfax. Lawrence 
retained pleasant recollections of his cruisings in the fleet 
of Admiral Yemen, and considered the naval service a 
popular path to fame and fortune. George was at a stat- 
able age to enter the navy. The great difiiculty was to 
procure the assent of his mother. She was brought, how- 
ever, to acqidesce ; a midshipman's warrant was obtained, 
and it is even said that the luggage of the youth was 
actually on board of a man-of-war, anchored in the river 
just below Mount Vernon. 

At the eleventh hour the mother's heart faltered. This 
was her eldest bom. A son, whose strong and stedfast 
character promised to be a support to herself and a pro- 
tection to her other children. The thought of his being 
completely severed from her, and exposed to the hardships 
and perils of a boisterous profession, overcame even her 
resolute mind, and at her urgent remonstrances the nautical 
scheme was given up. 

To school, therefore, George returned, and continued 
his studies for nearly two years longer, devoting himself 
especially to mathematics, and accomplishing himseK in 
those branches calculated to fit him either for civil or 
military service. Among these, one of the most important 
in the actual state of the country was land-surveying. In 
this he schooled himself thoroughly, using the highest pro- 
cesses of the art ; making surveys about the neighbourhood, 
and keeping regular field-books, some of which we have 
examined, in which the boundaries and measurements of 
the fields surveyed were carefully entered, and diagrams 
made, with a neatness and exactness as if the whole related 
to important land transactions instead of being mere school 
exercises. Thus, in his earliest days, there was persever- 
ance and completeness in all his undertakings. Nothing 
was left half done, or done in a hurried and slovenly 
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manner. The liabit of mind thus cultivated continued 
throughout life; so that howeyer complicated his tasks and 
overwhelming his cares, in the arduous and hazardous 
situations in which he was often placed, he found time to 
do everything, and to do it well. He had acquired the 
magic of method, which of itself works^ wonders. 

In one of these manuscript memorials of his practical 
studies and exercises, we have come upon some documents 
singularly in contrast with all that we have just cited, and 
with his apparently unromantic character. In a word, 
there are evidences in his own handwriting, that, before 
he was fifteen years of age, he had conceived a passion for 
some unknown beauty, so serious as to disturb his other* 
wise well-regulated mind, and to make him really unhappy. 
Why this juvenile attachment was a source of unhappiness 
we have no positive means of ascertaining. Perhaps the 
object of it may have considered him a mere schoolboy, 
and treated him as such ; or his own shyness may have 
been in his way, and his '* rules for behaviour and con- 
versation " may as yet have sat awkwardly on him, and 
rendered him formal and ungainly when he most sought to 
please. Even in later years he was apt to be silent and 
embarrassed in female society. '* He was a veiy bashful 
young man," said an old lady, whom he used to visit when 
they were both in their nonage. " I used often to wish 
he would talk more." 

Whatever may hAve been the reason, this early attach- 
ment seems to have been a source of poignant discomfort 
to him. It clung to him after he took a fined leave of 
school in the autumn of 1747, and went to reside with his 
brother Lawrence at Mount Vernon. Here he continued 
his mathematical studies and his practice in surveying, 
disturbed at times by recurrences of his unlucky passion. 
Though by no means of a poetical temperament, the waste 
pages of his journal betray several attempts to pour forth 
his amorous sorrows in verse. They are mere common- 
place rhymes, such as lovers at his age are apt to write, in 
which he bewails his ** poor restless heart, wounded by 
Cupid's dart," and ** bleeding for one who remains pitiless 
of his gi'iefia and woes." 

The tenor of some of his verses induce us to believe that 
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he never told his love ; but as we have already sunnised, 
was prevented by his bashfulness. 

" Ahf woe IB me, that I should love and conceal; 
Long have I wished and never dare reveal." 

It is difficult to reconcile one's self to the idea of the 
cool and sedate Washington, the great champion of Ame- 
rican liberty, a woe-worn lover in his youthful days, 
'* sighing l&e furnace,'' and inditing plaintive verses 
about the groves of Mount Vernon. We are glad of an 
opportunity, however, of penetrating to his native feelings, 
and finding that under his studied decorum and reserve he 
had a heart of flesh throbbing with the warm impulses of 
human nature. 

Being a favourite of Sir William Fairfax, he was now an 
occasional inmate of Belvoir. Among the persons at present 
residing there was Thomas, Lord Fairfax, cousin of Wil- 
liam Fair^Eix, and of whose immense landed property the 
latter was the agent. As this nobleman was one of Wash- 
ington's earliest friends, and in some degree the founder 
of his fortunes, his character and history are worthy of 
especial note. 

Lord Fairfax was now nearly sixty years of age, upwards 
of six feet high, gaunt and raw-boned, near-sighted, with 
light grey eyes, sharp features, and an aquiline nose. 
However imgainly his present appearance, he had figured 
to advantage in London life in his younger days. He had 
received his education at the University of Oxford, where 
he acquitted himself with credit. He afterwards held a 
commission, and remained for some time in a regiment of 
horse called the Blues. His title and connections, of 
course, gave him access to the best society, in which he 
acquired additional currency by contributing a paper or 
two to Addison's Spectator, men in great vogue. 

La the height of his fashionable career, he became strongly 
attached to a young lady of rank ; paid his addresses, and 
was accepted. The wedding-day was fixed ; the wedding- 
dresses were provided ; together with servants and equi- 
pages for the matrimonial establishment. Suddenly the 
lady broke her engagement. She had been dazzled by the 
superior brilliancy of a ducal coronet. 
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It was a cruel blow, alike to the aflfeotion and pride of 
Lord Fairfax, and wrought a change in both character and 
conduct. From that time he ahnost avoided the sex, and 
became shy and embarrassed in their society, excepting 
among those with whom he was connected or particiilarly 
intimate. This may have been among the reasons which 
ultimately induced him to abandon the gay world and bury 
himself in the wilds of America. He made a voyage to 
Virginia about the year 1739, to visit his vast estates there. 
These he inherited from his mother, Catherine, daughter of 
Thomas, Lord Culpepper, to whom they had been granted 
by Charles II. The original grant was for all the lands 
lying between the Eappahannock and Potomac Eivers; 
meaning thereby, it is said, merely the temtoiy on the 
northern neck, east of the Blue Eidge. His lordship, how- 
ever, discovering that the Potomac headed in the Allegany 
Mountains, returned to England and claimed a correspon- 
dent definition of his grant. It was arranged by compro- 
mise ; extending his domain into the Allegany Mountains, 
and comprising? among other lands, a grelt portion of the 
Shenandoah Valley. 

Lord Fairfax had been delighted with his visit to Vir- 
ginia. The amenity of the climate, the magnificence of the 
forest scenery, the abundance of game, all pointed it out as 
a favoured land. He was pleased, too, with the firank, 
cordial character of the Virginians, and their independent 
mode of life; and returned to it with the resolution of 
taking up his abode there for the remainder of his days. 
His early disappointment in love was the cause of some 
eccentricities in his conduct: yet he was amiable and 
courteous in his manners, and of a liberal and generous 
spirit. 

Another inmate of Belvoir at this time was George 
William Fairfax, about twenty-two years of age, the eldest 
son of the proprietor. He had been educated in England, 
and since his return had married the daughter of Colonel 
Carey, of Hampton, on James Eiver. He had recently 
brought home his bride and her sister to his father's house. 

The merits of Washington were known and appreciated 
by the Fairfax family. Though not quite sixteen years of 
age, he no longer seemed a boy, nor was he treated as such. 
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Tall, athletic, and manly for hia years, his early self- 
training, and the code of conduct he had devised, gave a 
gravity and decision to his conduct; his frankness and 
modesty inspired cordial regard ; and the melancholy, of 
which he speaks, may have produced a softness in his 
manner calctdated to win favour in ladies' eyes. Accord- 
ing to his own account, the female society by which he was 
surrounded had a soothing effect on that melancholy. The 
charms of Miss Carey, the sister of the bride, seem even to 
have caused a slight fluttering in his bosom ; which, how- 
ever, was constantly rebuked by the remembrance of his 
former passion — so at least we judge from letters to his 
youthful confidants, rough drafts of which are still to be 
seen in his tell-tale journal. 

To one whom he addresses as his dear friend Bobin, he 
writes : *' My residence is at present at his lordship's, 
where I might, was my heart disengaged, pass my time very 
pleasantly, as there's a very agreeable youne lady lives in 
the same house (Col. George Fairfax's wife^s sister) ; but 
as that's only adding fuel to fire, it makes me the more 
uneasy, for by often and unavoidably being in company 
with her, revives my former passion for your lowland 
beauty; whereas was I to live more retired from young 
women, I might in some measure alleviate my sorrows, by 
burying that chaste and troublesome passion in the grave 
of oblivion," &c. 

Similar avowals he makes to another of his young corre- 
spondents, whom he styles, '' Dear friend John ;" as also to 
a female confidante, styled " Dear Sally," to whom he ac- 
knowledges that the company of the "veiy agreeable 
young lady, sister-in-law of Col. George Fairfax," in a 
great measure cheers his sorrow and dejectedness. 

The object of this early passion is not positively known. 
Tradition states that the "lowland beauty" was a Miss 
Grimes, of Westmoreland, afterwards Mrs. Lee, and mother 
of General Henry Lee, who figured in revolutionary history 
as Light-Horse Harry, and was always a favourite wititi 
Washington, probably from the recollection of his early 
tenderness for the mother. 

Whatever may have been the soothing effect of the female 
society by which he was surrounded at Belvoir, the youth 
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found a more effectual remedy for his love melanclioly is 
the company of Lord Fairfax. His lordship was a stanch 
foxhunter, and kept horses and hounds in the English style. 
The hunting season had arrived. The nei^bourhood 
abounded with sport ; but foxhunting in Virginia required 
bold and skilful horsemanship. He found Washington bold 
as himself in the saddle, and as eager to follow the hounds. 
He forthwith took him into peculiar favour ; made him his 
hunting companion ; and it was probably under the tuition 
of this hard-riding old nobleman that the youth imbibed 
that fondness for the chase for which he was afterwards 
remarked. 

Their foxhunting intercourse was attended with more 
important results. His lordship's possessions beyond the 
Blue Bidge had never been regularly settled nor surveyed. 
Lawless intruders — squatters, as they were called — ^were 
planting themselves along the finest streams and in the 
richest valleys, and virtually taking possession of the 
coimtry. It was the anxious desire of Lord Fairfax to have 
these lands examined, surveyed, and portioned out into 
lots, preparatory to ejecting these interlopers or bringing 
them to reasonable terms. In Washington, notwithstand- 
ing his youth, he beheld one fit for the task — ^having 
noticed -die exercises in surveying which he kept up while 
at Mount Yemon, and the aptness and exactness with 
which every process was executed. He was well calcu- 
lated, too, by his vigour and activity, his courage and 
hardihood, to cope with the wild country to be surveyed, 
and with its still wilder inhabitants. The proposition had 
only to be offered to Washington to be eagerly accepted. 
It was the very kind of occupation for which he had been 
diligently training himself. All the preparations required 
by one of his simple habits were soon made, and in a very 
few days he was ready for his first expedition into the 
wilderness. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Ezjpeditioii beyond the Blue Ridge— The Valley of the Shenandoah— 
Lord Halifax — Lodge in the Wilderness — Surveying— Life in the 
Backwoods — Indians — Wur-danoe — German Settlers — Return home 
— Washington as Public Surveyor — Sojourn at Greenway Court — 
Horses, Hounds, and Books — Rugged Experience azxiong the Moun- 
tains. 

It was in the month of March (1748\ and jnst after he 
had completed his sixteenth year, tnat Washing^n set 
out on horseback on this surveying expedition, in com- 
pany with Geoi^e William Fairfax. Their route lay by 
Ashley's Gap, a pass through the Blue Bidge, that bean* 
tiful line of mountains which, as yet, almost formed the 
western frontier of inhabited Virginia. Winter still lin- 
gered on the tops of the mountains, whence melting enows 
sent down torrents, which swelled the rivers and occa- 
sionally rendered them almost impassable. Spring, how- 
ever, was softening the lower features of the landscape 
and smiling in the valleys. 

They entered the great valley of Yii^inia, where it is 
about twenty-five miles wide; a lovely and temperate 
region, diversified by gentle swells and slopes, admirably 
adapted to cultivation. The Blue Eidge bounds it on one 
side, the North Mountain, a ridge of the Alleganies, on the 
other ; while through it flows that bright and abounding 
river, which, on account of its surpassing beauty, was 
named by the Indians the Shenandoah — that is to say, 
•*the daughter of the stars." 

The first station of the traveUers was at a kind of lodge 
in the wilderness, where the steward or land-bailiff of Lord 
Hali£eLx resided, with such negroes as were required for 
forming purposes, and which Washington terms " his lord- 
ship's quarter." It was situated not far from the Shenan- 
doah, and about twelve miles £rom the site of the present 
town of Winchester. 

In a diary kept with his usual minuteness, Washington 
speaks with deh'ght of the beauty of the trees and the rich- 
ness of the land in the neighbourhood, and of his riding 
through a noble grove of sugar-maples on the banks of the 
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Slienandoali ; and at the present day, the magnificence of 
the forests which still exist in this favoured region justifies 
his eulogium. 

He looked around, however, with an eye to the profitable 
rather than the poetical. The gleam of poetry and romance, 
inspired by his " lowland beauty," occurs no more. The 
real business of life has commenced with him. His diary 
affords no food for fancy. Everything is practical. The 
qualities of the soil, the relative value of sites and locali- 
ties, are faithfully recorded. In these his early habits of 
observation and his exercises in surveyiag had already 
made him a proficient. 

His surveys commenced in the lower part of the valley, 
some distance above the junction of the Shenandoah with 
the Potomac, and extended for many miles along the former 
river. Here and there partial ** clearings" had been made 
by squatters and hardy pioneers, and their rude husbandry 
had produced abundant crops of grain, hemp, and tobacco ; 
civilization, however, had hardly yet entered the valley, 
if we may judge from the note of a night's lodging at the 
house of one of the settlers — Captain Hite, near the site of 
the present town of Winchester. Here, after supper, most 
of the company stretched themselves in backwood style, 
before the fire ; but Washington was shown into a bed- 
room. Fatigued with a hard day's work at surveying, he 
soon luidressed; but instead of being nestled between 
sheets in a comfortable bed, as at the maternal home or at 
Mount Vernon, he found himself on a couch of matted 
straw, imder a threadbare blanket, swarming with unwel- 
come bedfellows. After tossing about for a few moments, 
he was glad to put on his clothes again, and rejoin his 
companions before the fire. 

Such was his first experience of life in the wilderness : 
he soon, however, accustomed himself to "rough it," and 
adapt himself to fare of all kinds, though he generally pre- 
ferred a bivouac before a fire, in the open air, to the accom- 
modations of a woodman's cabin. Proceeding down the 
valley to the banks of the Potomac, they found that river 
so much swollen by the rain which had fallen among the 
Alleganies, as to be unfordable. To while away the time 
nntlL it should subside, they made an excursion to examine 
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certain warm springs in a valley among the mountains, 
Binoe called the Berkeley Springs. There they camped 
out at night, under the stars : the diary makes no complaint 
of their accommodations ; and their camping-ground is now 
known as Bath, one of the favourite watering-places of 
Virginia. One of the warm springs was subsequently ap- 
propriated by Lord Fairfax to his own use, and still bears 
bis name. 

After watching in vain for the river to subside, they pro- 
cured a canoe, on which they crossed to the Maryland side ; 
swimming their horses. A weary day's ride of forty miles 
up the left side of the river, in a continual rain, and over 
what Washington pronounces the worst road ever trod by 
man or beast, brought them to the house of a Colonel 
Cresap, opposite the south branch of the Potomac, where 
they put up for the night. 

Here they were detained three or four days by inclement 
weather. On the second day they were surprised by the 
appearance of a war party of thirty Indians, bearing a scalp 
as a trophy. A little liquor procured the spectacle of a 
war-dance. A large space was cleared, and a fire made in 
the centre, round which the warriors took their seats. The 
principal orator made a speech, reciting their recent ex- 
ploits, and rousing them to triumph. One of the warriors 
started up as if from sleep, and began a series of move- 
ments, half-grotesque, half-tragical ; the rest followed. For 
music, one savage drummed on a deerskin, stretched over 
a pot half filled with water ; another rattled a gourd, con- 
taining a few shot, and decorated with a horse's tail. Their 
strange outcries, and uncouth forms and garbs, seen by the 
glare of the fire, and their whoops and yells, made them 
appear more like- demons than human beings. All this 
savage gambol was no novelty to Washington's companions, 
experienced in frontier life ; but to the youth, fresh from 
school, it was a strange spectacle, which he sat contem- 
plating with deep interest, and carefally noted down in his 
journal. It will be foimd that he soon made himself ac- 
quainted with the savage character, and became expert at 
dealing with these inhabitants of the wilderness. 

From this encampment the party proceeded to the moutli 
of Patterson's Creek, where they recrossed the river in a 
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canoe, swimming their horses as before. More than two 
weeks were now passed by them in the wild mountainous 
regions of Frederick County, and about the south branch of 
the Potomac, surveying lands and laying out lots, camped 
out the greater part of the time, and subsisting on wild 
turkeys and other game. Each one was his own cook; 
forked sticks served for spits, and chips of wood for dishes. 
The weather was unsettled. At one time their tent was 
blown down; at another they were driven out of it by 
smoke ; now they were drenched with rain, and now the 
straw on which Washington was sleeping caught fire, and 
he was awakened by a companion just in time to escape a 
scorchii^. 

The only variety to this camp life was a snpper at the 
house of one Solomon Hedge, Esquire, his majesty's justice 
of the peace, where there were no forks at table, nor any 
knives, but such as the guests brought in their pockets. 
During their surveys they were followed by numbers of 
people, some of them squatters, anxious, doubtless, to pro- 
cure a cheap title to the land they had appropriated ; others, 
German emigrante, with their wives and chHdren, seeking 
a new home in the wilderness. Most of the latter could 
not speak English ; but when spoken to, answered in their 
native tongue. They appeared to Washington ignorant as 
Indians, and imcouth, but " merry, and full of antic tricks/* 
Such were the progenitors of the sturdy yeomanry now in- 
habiting those parts, many of whom still preserve their 
strong German characteristics. 

" I have not slept above three or four nights in a bed," 
writes Washington to one of his young friends at home ; 
'* but after walking a good deal all the day, I have lain 
down before the fire upon a little straw or fodder, or a bear- 
skiQ, whichever was to be had, with man, wife, and chil- 
dren, like dogs and cats; and happy is he who gets ihe 
berth nearest the fire." 

Having completed his surveys, he set forth from the 
south branch of the Potomac on his return homewards- 
crossed the mountains to the great Cacapehon ; traversed 
the Shenandoah valley; passed through the Blue Ridge, 
and, on the 12th of Apnl, found himself once more at 
Mount Yemen. For his services he received, according to 
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his note-book, a doubloon per day when actively employed, 
and sometimes six pistoles.^ 

The manner in whicb he had acquitted himself in this 
arduous expedition, and his accounts of the country sur- 
veyed, gave great satisfaction to Lord Fairfax, who shortly 
afterwsmls moved across the Blue Kidge, and took up his 
residence at the place heretofore noted as his *' quarters." 
Here he laid out a manor, containing ten thousand acres of 
arable and grazing lands, vast meadows, and noble forests, 
and projected a spacious manor-house, giving to the place 
the name of Greenway Court, 

It was probably through the influence of Lord Fairfax 
that Washington received the appointment of public sur- 
veyor. This conferred authority on his surveys, and en- 
tided them to be recorded in the county offices, and so 
invariably correct have these surveys been found, that to 
this day, wherever any of them stand on re 5ord, they re- 
ceive implicit credit. 

For three years he continued in this occupation, which 
proved extremely profitable, from the vast extent of country 
to be surveyed and the very limited nimiber of public 
surveyors. It made him acquainted also with the country, 
the nature of the soil in various parts, and the value of 
localities ; all which proved advantageous to him in his 
purchases in after yeaj^. Many of the finest parts of the 
Shenandoah valley are yet owned by members of the 
Washington &mily. 

While thus employed for months at a time surveying 
the lands beyond the Blue Eidge, he was often an inmate 
of Greenway Court. The projected manor-house was never 
even commenced. On a green knoll overshadowed by 
trees was a long stone building one story in height, with 
dormar windows, two wooden belfries, chimneys studded 
with swallow and martin coops, and a roof sloping down, 
in the old Virginia fashion, into low projecting eaves that 
formed a verandah the whole length of the house. It was 
probably the house originally occupied by his steward or 
land agent, but was now devoted to hospitable purposes 
and the reception of guests. As to his lordship, it was one 

*■ A pistole is 3 dolls. 60 cents. A doubloon is double that suza. 
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of his many eccentricities tliat he never slept in the mam 
edifice, but lodged apart in a wooden house not much 
above twelve feet square. In a small building was his 
ofi&ce, where quitrents were given, deeds drawn, and busi- 
ness transacted with his tenants. 

About the knoll were outhouses for his numerous ser- 
vants, black and white, with stables for saddle-horses and 
hunters, and kennels for his hounds ; for his lordship re- 
tained his keen hunting propensities, and the neighbour- 
hood abounded in game. Indians, half-breeds, and leathern- 
clad woodsmen loitered about the place, and partook of the 
abundance of the kitchen. His lordship's table was plen- 
tiftd but plain, and served in the English fashion. 

Here Washington had full opportunity, in the proper 
seasons, of indulging his fondness for field sports, and once 
more accompanying his lordship in the chase. The con- 
versation of Lord Fairfax, too, was fidl of interest and in- 
struction to an inexperienced youth, from his cultivated 
talents, his literary taste, and his past intercourse with the 
best society of Europe, and its most distinguished authors. 
He had brought books, too, with him into the wilderness, 
and from Washington's diary we find that daring his 
sojourn here he was diligently reading the history of Eng- 
land, and the essays of the Spectator. 

Such was Greenway Court in these its palmy days. We 
visited it recently and foiuid it tottering to its fell, moul- 
dering in the midst of a magnificent country, where nature 
still flourishes in full luxuriance and beauty. 

Three or four years were thus passed by Washington, 
the greater part of the time beyond the Blue Bidge, but 
occasionally with his brother Lawrence at Mount Vernon. 
His rugged and toilsome expeditions in the mountains, 
among rude scenes and rough people, inured him to hard- 
ships, and made him apt at expedients ; while his inter- 
course with his cultivated brother, and with the various 
members of the Fairfax family, had a happy effect in toning 
up his mind and manners, and counteracting the careless 
and self-indulgent habitudes of the wilderness. 
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" Where r 

During the time of Washington's surveying campaigns 
among the mountains, a grand colonizing scheme had been 
set on foot, destined to enlist him in hardy enterprises, 
and in some degree to shape the course of his fature 
fortunes. 

The treaty of peace concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle, which 
lad put an end to the general war of Europe, had left un- 
defined the boimdaries between the British and French 
possessions in America ; a singular remissness, considering 
that they had long been a subject in dispute, and a cause of 
frequent conflicts in the colonies. Immense regions were 
still claimed by both nations, and each was now eager to 
forestall the other by getting possession of them, and 
strengthening its claim by occupancy. 

The most desirable of these regions lay west of the 
Allegany Mountains, extending from the lakes to the Ohio, 
and embracing the valley of that river and its tributary 
streams. An immense territory, possessing a salubriotus 
climate, fertile soil, fine hunting and fishing grounds, and 
fecilities by lakes and rivers for a vast internal commerce. 

The French claimed all this country quite to the Alle- 
gany Mountains by the right of discovery. In 1673, Padre 
Marquette, with his companion, Joliet, of Quebec, both 
snbjects of the crown of France, had passed down the 
Mississippi in a canoe quite to the Arkansas, thereby, 
aooordi^ to an alleged maxim in the law of nations, esta- 

D 
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blislimg the right of their sovereign, not merely to the 
river bo discovered and its adjacent lands, bnt to all the 
country drained by its tributary streams, of which the 
Ohio was one ; a claim, the ramifications of which might 
be spread, like the meshes of a web, over half the con- 
tinent. 

To this illimitable claim the English opposed a right 
derived, at second hand, from a traditionary Indian con- 
quest. A treaty, they said, had been made at Lancaster, 
in 1744, between commissioners from Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, and Virginia, and the Iroquois, or Six Nations, 
whereby the latter, for four hundred pounds, gave up all 
right and title to the land west of the Allegany Mountains, 
even to the Mississippi, which land, according to their tra- 
ditions^ had been cx)nquered by their fore&thers. 

It is undoubtedly true that such a treaty was made, and 
such a pretended transfer of title did take place, under the 
influence of spirituous liquors ; but it is equally true that 
the Indians in question did not, at the time, possess an 
acre of the land conveyed ; and iliat the tribes actually in 
possession scoffed at their pretensions, and claimed the 
country as their own from time immemorial. 

Such were the shadowy foundations of claims which the 
two nations were determined to maintain to the uttermost, 
and which ripened into a series of wars, ending in a loss 
to England of a great part of her American possessions, 
and to France of the whole. 

As yet in the region in question there was not a single 
white settlement. Mixed Iroquois tribes of Delawares, 
Shawnees, and Mingoes, had migrated into it early in the 
century from the French settlements in Canada, and taken 
up their abodes about the Ohio and its branches. The 
French pretended to hold them under their protection ; but 
their allegiance, if ever acknowledged, had been sapped of 
late years by the influx of far traders from Pennsylvania. 
These were often rough, lawless men; half Indians in 
dress and habits, prone to brawls, and sometimes deadly in 
their feuds. They^ were generally in the employ of some 
trader, who, at the head of his retainers and a string of 
pack-horses, would make his way over mountains and 
through forests to the banks of fiie Ohio, establish his 



1750.] THE OHIO COMPANY. 35 

head-quarters in some Indian town, and disperse his fol- 
lowers to traffic among the hamlets, hunting camps, and 
wigwams, exchanging blankets, gaudy-colonred cloth, 
trinketry, powder, shot, and rum, for valuable furs and 
peltry. In this way a lucrative trade with these western 
tribes was springing up and becoming monopolized by the 
Pennsylvanians. 

To secure a participation in this trade, and to gain a 
foothold in this desirable region, became now the wish of 
some of the most intelligent and enterprising men of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, among whom were Lawrence and 
Augustine Washington. With these views they projected 
a scheme, in connection with John EEanbury, a wealthy 
London merchant, to obtain a grant of land from the Bri- 
tish government, for the purpose of forming settlements or 
colonies beyond the Alleganies. Government readily 
countenanced a scheme by which French encroachments 
might be forestalled, and prompt and quiet possession 
secured of the great Ohio valley. An association was ac- 
cordingly chartered in 1749, by the name of " the Ohio 
Company," and five hundred thousand acres of land were 
granted to it west of the Alleganies, between the Monon- 
galiela and Kanawha rivers ; though part of the land might 
be taken up north of the Ohio, should it be deemed expe- 
dient. The company were to pay no quitrent for ten 
years, but they were to select two-fifths of their lands 
imnaediately ; to settle one hundred families upon them 
within seven years ; to build a fort at their own expense, 
and maintain a sufficient garrison in it for defence against 
the -Indians. 

Mr. Thoifias Lee, president of the council of Virginia, 
took the lead in the concerns of the company at the out- 
set, and by many has been considered its founder. On his 
death, winch soon took place, Lawrence Washington had 
the chief management. His enlightened mind and liberal 
spirit shone forth in his earliest arrangements. He wished 
to form the settlements with Germans from Pennsylvania. 
Being dissenters, however, they would be obliged, on 
becoming residents within ihe jurisdiction of Virginia, to 
pay parish rates, and maintain a clei^yman of the church 
of ^igland, though they might not tmderstand his Ian* 

d2 
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gaage nor relish his doctrines. Lawrence songht to have 
tiiem' exempted from this double tax on purse and con- 
science. 

'* It has ever been my opinion," said he, *' and I hope it 
ever vrill be, that restraint on conscience are cruel in re- 
gard to those on whom they are imposed, and injurious to 
the country imposing them. England, Holland, and Prussia 
I may quote as examples, and much more Fennsylvania, 
which has flourished under that delighiful liberty, fio as to 
become the admiration of eveiy man who considers the 
short time it has been settled. * * * * This colonj 
(Y irginia) was greatly settled in the latter part of Charles 
the First's time, and during the usurpation, by the zealous 
churchmen ; and that spirit, which was then brought in, 
has ever since continued; so that, except a few Quakers, 
we have no dissenters. But what has been the conse- 
quence ? We have increased by slow degrees, whilst our 
neighbouring colonies, whose natural advantages are 
greatly inferior to ours, have become populous." 

Such were the enlightened views of this brother of our 
Washington, to whom the latter owed much of his moral 
and mental training. The company proceeded to make 
preparations for their coloni2dng scheme. Goods were im- 
ported from England suited to the Indian trade» or for 
presents to the chiefs. Bewards were promised to veteran 
warriors and hunters among the natives acquainted with 
the woods and mountains, for the best route to the Ohio. 
Before the company had received its charter, however, the 
French were in the fleld. Early in 1749, the Marquis de 
la Galessonniere, governor of Canada, despatched Celeron 
de Bienville, an intelligent officer, at the head of three 
hundred men, to the banks of the Ohio, to make peaoe, as 
he said, between the tribes that had become embroiled with 
each other during the late war, and to renew the French 
possession of the country. Celeron de Bienville distri- 
buted presents among the Indians, made speeches remind- 
ing them of former friendship, cmd warned them not to 
trade with the English. 

He furthermore nailed leaden plates to trees, and buried 
others in the earth, at the confluence of the Ohio and its 
tributaries, bearing inscriptions purporting that all tibe 
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lands on both sides of the riveiB to their sources Apper- 
taimed, as in foregone times, to the crown of France.^ The 
Indians gased at these mysterious plates with wondering 
eyes, hnt surmised their purport. '* They mean to steal 
OTtr country from us," murmured they, and they detennined 
to seek protection from the English. 

Celeron finding some traders from Pennsylyania traffick- 
ing amoi^ the Indians, he summoned them to depart, and 
wrote by them to James Hamilton, governor of Pennsyl- 
vania, telling him the object of his errand to those parts, 
and his surprise at meeting with English traders in a 
ooinntry to i^ch England had no pretensions ; intimating 
that, in future, any intruders of the kind would be rigor- 
ously dealt with. 

His letter, and a report of his proceedings on the Ohio, 
loosed the solicitude of the goTcmor and council of Penn- 
sylyania for the ]^tection of their Indian trade. Shortly 
afterwards, one Hugh Crawford, who had been trading 
with the Miami tribes on the Wabash, brought a message 
from them, speaking of the promises and threats with 
which the French were endeaTOuring to shake their faith, 
bat assuring the governor that their friendship for the 
ilnglish '< would laust while the sun and moon ran round 
the world." This message was accompanied by three 
strings of wampum. 

Governor Hainilton knew the value of Indian friendship, 
and suggested to the assembly that it would be better to 
clinch it with presents, and tihat as soon as possible. An 
envoy accordingly was sent oflF early in October, who was 
supposed to have great influence among the western tribes. 
This was one George Croghan, a veteran trader, shrewd 
«nd sagacious, who had been frequently to the Ohio country 
^th pack-horses and followers, and made himself popular 
among the Indians by dispensing presents with a lavish 
hand. He was accompanied by Andrew Montour, a Cana- 
dian of half Indian descent, who was to act as interpreter. 
They were provided with a small present for the emer- 
gency; but were to convoke a meeting of* all the tribes at 
Logstown, on the Ohio, early in tiie ensuing spring, 

* One of these plates, bearing date August 16, 1749, was found in 
'ecent years at the confluence of the Muskingum with the Ohio. 
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to receive an ample present wluoh would be provided by 
the assembly. 

It was some time later in the same antnmn that the Ohio 
Company brought their plans into operation, and despatched 
an agent to explore the lands npon the Ohio and its 
branches as low as the Great Falls, take note of their fit- 
ness for ctdtivation, of the passes of the mountains, the 
courses and bearings of the rivers, and the strength and 
disposition of the native tribes. The man chosen for the 
purpose was Christopher Gist, a hardy pioneer, experienced 
in woodcraft and Indian life, who had his home on the 
banks of the Yadkin, neax the boundary line of Yii^inia 
and North Carolina. He was allowed a woodsman or two 
for the service of the expedition. He set out on the 31st 
of October, from the banks of the Potomac, by an Indian 
path which the hunters had pointed out, leading from 
Wills' Creek, since called Cumberland Eiver, to the Ohio. 
Indian paths and buffalo tracks are the primitive highways 
of the wilderness. Passing the Juniata, he crossed the 
ridges of the Allegany, arrived at Shannopin, a Delaware 
village on the south-east side of the Ohio, or rather of that 
upper branch of it now called the Allegany, swam his 
horses across that river, and, descending along its valley, 
arrived at Logstown, an important Indian village a little 
below the site of the present city of Pittsburg. Here 
usually resided Tanachansson, a Seneca chief of great note, 
being head sachem of the mixed tribes who had migrated 
to the Ohio and its branches. He was generally sumamed 
the Half-king, being subordinate to the Iroquois confe- 
deracy. The chief was absent at this time, as were most 
of his people, it being the hunting season. Geoi^e Croghan, 
the envoy from Pennsylvania, with Montour his inter- 
preter, had passed through Logstown a week previously, 
on his way to the Twightwees and other tribes on the 
Miami branch of the Ohio. Scarce any one was to be seen 
about the village but some of Croghan's rough people 
whom he had left behind — " reprobate Indian traders," 
as Gist terms them. They regarded the latter with a 
jealous eye, suspecting him of some rivalship in trade, or 
designs on the Indian lands; and intimated significantly 
that ** he would never go home safe," 
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Gist knew the meaning of such hints from men of this 
stamp in the lawless depths of the wilderness ; but qnieted 
their suspicions by letting them know that he was on 
public business, and on good terms with their great man, 
Geoige Croghan, to whom he despatched a letter. He 
took his departure from Logstown, however, as soon as 
possible, preferring, as he said, the solitude of the wilder- 
ness to such company. 

At Beaver Creek, a few miles below the village, he left 
the river and struck into the interior of the present State 
of Ohio. Here he overtook George Croghan at Muskingum, 
a town of Wyandots and Mingoes. He had ordered all the 
traders in his employ who were scattered among the 
Indian villages to rally at this town, where he had hoisted 
the English flag over his residence and over that of the 
sachem. This was in consequence of the hostility of the 
French, who had recently captured, in the neighbourhood, 
three white men in the employ of Frazier, an Indian 
trader, and had carried them away prisoners to Canada. 

Gist was well received by the people of Muskingum. 
They were indignant at the French violation of their ter- 
ritories, and the capture of their ** English brothers." 
They had not forgotten the conduct of Celeron de Bien- 
ville in the previous year, and the mysterious plates which 
he had nailed against trees and sunk in the ground. ** If 
the French claim the rivers which run into the lakes," 
said they, ** those which run into the Ohio belong to us 
and to our brothers the English." And they were anxious 
that Gist should settle among them, and build a fort for 
their mutual defence. 

A council of the nation was now held, in which Gist 
invited them, in the name of the Governor of Virginia, to 
visit that province, where a large present of goods awaited 
them, sent by their father, the great king, over the water 
to his Ohio children. The invitation was graciously 
i^eived, but no answer could be given until a grand 
council of the western tribes, had been held, which was to 
take place at Logstown in the ensuing spring. 

Similar results attended visits made by Gist and Croghan 
to the Delawares and the Shawnees at their villagers about 
the Scioto Biver ; all promised to be at the gatheiring at 
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Logstown. From the Shawnee village, near the month of 
the Scioto, the two emissaries shaped their cotuBe north 
two htmdred miles, crossed the Great Moneami, or Miami 
Biver, on a raft, swimming their horses ; and on the 17th 
of February arrived at the Indian town of Piqna. 

These jonmeyings had carried Gist about a wide extent 
of country beyond the Ohio. It was rich and level, 
watered with streams and rivulets, and clad with noble 
forests of hickory, walnut, ash, poplar, sugar-maple, and 
wild cherry trees. Occasionally there were spacious plains 
covered with wild rye ; natural meadows with blue grass 
and clover, and buffaloes, thirty and forty at a time, 
grazing on them as in a cultivated pasture. Deer, elk, 
and wild turkeys abounded. "Nothing is wanting but 
cultivation," says Gist, " to make this a most delightful 
country." Cultivation has since proved the truth of his 
words. The country thus described is the present State of 
Ohio. 

Picqua, where Gist and Croghan had arrived, was the 
principal town of the Twightwees or Miamis, the most 
powerful confederacy of the West, combining four tribes, 
and extending its influence even beyond the Mississippi. 
A king or sachem of one or other of the different tribes 
presided over the whole. The head chief at present was 
th^ king of the Piankeshas. 

At this town Croghan formed a treaty of alliance, in the 
name of the Governor of Pennsylvania, with two of the 
Miami tribes ; and Gist was promised by the king of the 
Piankeshas that the chiefs of the various tribes would 
attend the meeting at Logstown to make a treaty with 
"Virginia. ' 

In the height of these demonstrations of friendship, two 
Ottawas entered the council-house, announcing themselves 
as envoys from the French Governor of Canada to seek a 
renewal of ancient alliance. They were received with all 
due ceremonial — for none are more ceremonious than the 
Indians. The French colours were set up beside the 
English, and the ambassadors opened their mission. " Yonr 
father, the French king," said they, ** remembering his 
children on the Ohio, has sent them these two kegs of 
milk" — here, with great solemnity, they deposited two 
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kegs of brandy — ** and this tobacco " — ^here iliey deposited 
a roll ten pounds in weight. " He has made a clear Toad 
for you to come and see him and his officers ; and urges 
yon to come, assuring yon that all past differences will be 
fom)tten." 

The Piankesha chief replied in the same figttrative style : 
" It is true ottr father bias sent for ns several times, and 
DBS said the road was clear; but I understand it is not 
clear — ^it is foul and bloody, and the French have made it 
so. We have cleared a road for onr brothers, the English ; 
the French have made it bad, and have taken some of our 
brothers prisoners. This we consider as done to our- 
selves." So saying, he turned his back upon the ambas- 
sadors, and stalked out of the council-house. 

In the end, the ambassadors were assured that the tribes 
of the Ohio and the Six Nations were hand in hand with 
iheir brothers, the English; and should war ensue with 
the French, they were ready to meet it. 

So the French colours were taken down ; the ** kegs of 
milk " and roll of tobacco were rejected ; the grand council 
broke up with a war-dance, and the ambassadors departed, 
weeping and howling, and predictmg ruin to the Mmmis. 

When Gist returned to the Shawnee town, near the 
mouth of the Scioto, and reported to his Indian Mendfi 
there the alliance he had formed with the Miami con- 
federacy, there was great feasting and speech-making and 
firing of guns. He had now happily accomplished the 
chief objects of his mission — nothing remained but to 
descend the Ohio to the Great Falls. This, however, he 
was cautioned not to do. A large party of Indians, aUies 
of the French, were hunting in that neighbourhood, who 
might Trill or capture him. He crossed the river, attended 
only by a lad as a travelling companion and aid, and pro- 
ceeded cautiously down the east side until within fift^een 
miles of the Falls. Here he came upon traps newly set, 
&nd Indian footprints not a day old, and heard the distant 
report of guns. The story of Indian hunters then was true. 
He was in a dangerous neighbourhood. The savages might 
come upon the tracks of his horses, or hear the bells put 
al)out their necks when turned loose in the wilderness to 
graze. 
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Abandoning all idea, therefoTe, of yisiting the Falls, and 
contenting himself with the information concerning them 
which he had received from others, he shaped his course, 
on the 18th of March, for the Cnttawa, or Kentucky Eiver. 
From the top of a motmtain in the vicinity he had a view 
to the south-west, as &r as the eye could reach, over a vast 
woodland country in the fresh garniture of spring, and 
watered by abundant streams ; but as yet only the hunting- 
ground of savage tribes, and the scene of their sanguinary 
combats. In a word, Kentucky lay spread out before him 
in all its wild magnificence, long before it was beheld by 
Daniel Boone. 

For six weeks was this hardy pioneer making his toilful 
way up the valley of the Cnttawa, or Kentucky Eiver, to 
the banks of the Bine Stone ; often checked by precipices, 
and obliged to seek fords at the heads of tributary streams ; 
and happy when he could find a buffalo path broken 
through the tangled forests, or worn into the everlasting 
rocks. 

On the 1st of May he' climbed a rock sixty feet high, 
crowning a lofty mountain, and had a distant view of the 
great Kanawha breaking its way through a vast sierra; 
crossing that river on a rafb of his own construction, he 
had many more weary days before him, before he reached 
his frontier abode on the banks of the Yd,dkin. He arrived 
there in the latter part of May, but there was no one to 
welcome the wanderer home. There had been an Indian 
massacre in the neighbourhood, and he found his house 
silent and deserted. His heart sank within him, until an 
old man, whom he met near the place, assured him his 
family were safe, having fled for refuge to a settlement 
thirty-five miles off, on the banks of the Eoanoke. There 
he rejoined them on the following day. 

While Gist had been making his painful way homeward, 
the two Ottawa ambassadors had returned to Fort San- 
dusky, bringing word to the French that their flag had 
been struck in the council-house at Picqua, and their 
friendship rejected and their hostility defied by the 
Miamis. They informed them also of the gathering of the 
western tribes that was to take place at Logstown, to con- 
clude a treaty with the Virginians. 
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It was a great object with, the French, to proTent this 
treaty, and to spirit up the Ohio Indians against the 
English. This they hoped to effect through tibie agency 
of one Captain Joncaire, a veteran diplomatist of the 
wilderness, whose character and stoiy deserve a passing 
notice. 

He had been taken prisoner when qnite young by the 
Iroquois, and adopted into one of their tribes. This was 
Hie making of his fortune. He had grown up amoi^ 
them, acquired their language, adapted himself to their 
habits, and was considered by them as one of themselves. 
On retaming to ciyilised life he became a prime instrament 
in the hands of the Canadian government, for managing 
and cajoling the IndianB. Sometimes he was an ambas- 
sador to the Iroquois ; sometimes a mediator between 
their jarring tribes ; sometimes a leader of their warriors 
when employed by the French. When in 1728 the Dela- 
wares and Shawnees migrated to the banks of the Ohio, 
Joncaire was the agent who followed them, and prevailed 
on them to consider themselves under French protection. 
When the French wanted to get a commanding site for a 
post on the Irpquois lands, near Niagara, Joncaire was 
the man to manage it. He craved a situation where he 
might put up a wigwam, and dwell among his Iroquois 
brethren. It was granted of course, ** for was he not a son 
of the tribe — was he not one of themselves ? " By degrees 
his wigwam grew into an important trading post; ulti- 
mately it became Fort Niagara. Years and years had 
elapsed; he had grown grey in Indian diplomacy, and 
was now sent once more to maintain French sovereignty 
over the valley of the Ohio. 

He appeared at Logstown, accompanied by another 
Frenchman and forty Iroquois warriors. He found an 
assemblage of the western tribes, feasting and rejoicing, 
and firing of gmis, for George Crc^han and Montour the 
interpreter were there, and had been distributing presents 
on behalf of the Governor of Pennsylvania. 

Joncaire was said to have the wit of a Frenchman, and 
the eloquence of an Iroquois. He made an animated 
speech to the chiefe in their own tongue, the gist of 
which was that their father Onontio (that is to say, the 
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Gk)yemor of Canada) desired his children of the Ohio 
to turn away the Indian traders, and never to deal with 
them again on pain of his displeasure ; so saying, he laid 
down a wampnm belt of uncommon size, by way of em- 
phasis to his message. 

For once his eloquence was of no avail; a chief rose 
indignantly, shook his finger in his &ce, and stamping on 
the ground, '* This is our land," said he. *' What rigiht 
has Onontio here? The English are onr brothers. 
They shall live among ns as long as one of ns is alive. 
We will trade with them and not with you ; " and so say- 
ing he rejected the belt of wampum. 

Joncaire returned to an advanced post recently esta- 
blished on the upper part of the river, whence he wrote 
to the Governor of Pennsylvania : " The Marquis de la 
Jonquiere, Governor of New France, having ordered me 
to watch that the English make no treaty in the Ohio 
country, I have signified to the traders of your govern- 
ment to retire. You are not ignorant that aU these lands 
belong to the King of France, and that the English have 
no right to trade in them." He concluded by reiterating 
the threat made two years previously by Celeron de Bien- 
viQe against all intruding fur traders. 

In the meantime, in the face of all these protests and 
menaces, Mr. Gist, under sanction of the Yirginia Legis- 
lature, proceeded in the same year to survey the lands 
within the grant of the Ohio Company, lying on the south 
side of the Ohio river, as far down as the great K^oiawha. 
An old Delaware sachem, meeting him while thus emr 
ployed, propounded a somewhat puzzling question. " The 
French," said he, ** claim all the land on one side of the 
Ohio, the English claim all the land on the other side — 
now where does the Indians' land lie ? " 

Poor savages! Between their *' fathers," the French, 
and their ''brothers," the English, they were in a &ir 
way of being most lovingly shared out of the whole 
country. 
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PreparationB for HostilitieB — ^Waslmigton appoixited DiBtrict Adjutant- 
General — Mount Vernon a School of Arms— Adjutant Muse a veteran 
Campaigttei>-Jacob Van Braam the Master of Fence — Ill-health of 
Washington's Brother Lawrence^Yoyage with him to the West 
Indies — Scenes at Borbadoes — Beefst^tk and Tripe Club — Return 
home of Washington — Death of Lawrence. 

The French, now prepared for hostile contingencies. They 
launched an armed vessel of imusnal size on Lake Ontario ; 
fortified their trading house at Niagara; strengthened 
iheir outposts, and advanced others on the upper waters 
of the Ohio. A stir of warlike preparation was likewise 
to be observed among the British colonies. It was evident 
that the adverse claims to the disputed territories, if pushed 
home, could only be settled by the stem arbitrament of 
the sword. 

In Yirginia, especially, the war spirit was manifest. The 
province 'was divided into military districts, each having 
an adjutant-general, with the rank of major, and the pay 
of one hundred and fifty pounds a year, whose duty wafi 
to attend to the oiganization and equipment of the militia. 

Such an appointment was sought by Lawrence Wash- 
ington for lus brother George. It shows what must 
have been the maturity of mind of the latter, and 
the confidence inspired by his judicious conduct and 
aptness for business, that the post should not only be 
sought for him, but readily obtained, though he was but 
nineteen years of age. He proved himself worthy of the 
appointment. 

He now set about preparing himself, with his usual 
method and assiduity, for his new duties. Yirginia had 
among its floating population some militaiy relics of the 
late Spanish war. AmoTig these was a certain Adjutant 
Muse, a Westmoreland volunteer, who had served with 
Lawrence Washington in the campaigns in the West 
Indies, and been with him in the attack on Carthagena. 
He now undertook to instruct his brother George in the 
art of war; lent him treatises on military tactics; put 
him through the manual exercise, and gave him some idea 



46 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1751. 

of evolations in the field* Another of Lawrence's cam- 
paigning comrades was Jacob Van Braam, a Dutchman 
by birth; a soldier of fortune of the Dalgetty order, 
who had been in the British army, bnt was now out 
of service, and, professing to be a complete master of 
fence, recruited his slender purse in this time of military 
excitement by giving the Virginian youth lessons in the 
sword exercise. 

Under the instructions of these veterans,Mount Yemen, 
from being a quiet rural retreat, where Washington, 
three years previously, had indited love ditties to his 
'* lowland beauty," was suddenly transformed into a 
school of arms, where he practised the manual exercise with 
Adjutant Muse, or took lessons on the broadsword from 
Yan Braam. 

His martial studies, however, were interrupted for a 
time by the critical state of his brother's health. The 
constitution of Lawrence had always been delicate, and 
he had been obliged repeatedly to travel for a change of 
air. There were now puhnonary symptoms of a threaten- 
ing nature, and by advice of his physicians he determined 
to pass a winter in the West Indies, taking vnth him his 
favourite brother George as a companion. 

They accordingly sailed for Barbadoes on the 28th 
September, 1751. George kept a journal of the voyage 
with logbook brevity; recording the wind and the 
weather, but no events worth citation. They landed at 
Barbadoes on the 3rd of November. The resident phy- 
sician of the place gave a favourable report of Lawrence's 
case, and held out hopes of a cure. The brothers were 
delighted with the aspect of the country, as they drove out 
in the cool of the evening, and beheld on all sides fields of 
sugar-cane and Indian com, and groves of tropical trees, 
in full fruit and foliage. 

They took up their abode at a house pleasantly situated 
about a mile from town, commanding an extensive pros- 
pect of sea and land, including Carlisle Bay. and its ship- 
ping, and belonging to Captain Crofton, commander of 
James Fort. 

Barbadoes had its theatre, at which Washington wit- 
nessed for the first time a dramatic representation, a 
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species of amusement of which he afterwards became 
fond* It was in the present instance the doleful tragedy 
of George Barnwell. "The character of Barnwell, 
and several others," notes he in his journal, " were said to 
be well performed. There was music adapted and regu- 
larly conducted." A safe but abstemious criticism. 

Among the hospitalities of the place the brothers were 
iiiYited to the house of a Judge Maynards, to dine with 
an association of the first people of the place, who met 
at each other's house alternately every Saturday, under 
the incontestably English title of " The Bee&teak and 
Tiipe Club." Washington notes with admiration the 
profusion of tropical fruits with which the table was 
loaded, ''the granadilla, sapadella, pomegranate, sweet 
orange, water-melon, forbidden fruit, and guava," The 
homely prosaic hee&iteak and tripe must have contrasted 
strangely, though sturdily, with tikese magnificent poetical 
fruits of the tropics. But John Bull is faithful to his 
native habits and native dishes, whatever may be the 
country or clime, and would set up a chophouse at the 
very gates of Paradise . 

The brothers had scarcely been a fortnight at the island 
when George was taken down by a severe attack of small- 
pox. Skilful medical treatment, with the kind attention 
of friends, and especially of his brother, restored him to 
health in about three weeks ; but his face always remained 
slightly marked. 

After his recovery he made excursions about the island, 
noticing its soil, productions, fortifications, public works, 
and the manners of its inhabitants. While admiring the 
productiveness of the sugar plantations, he was shocked at 
the spendthrift habits of the planters, and their utter want 
of management. 

" How wonderful," writes he, ** that such people should 
be in debt, and not be able to indulge themselves in all 
the luxuries, as well as "ttie necessaries of life ! Yet so it 
happens. Estates are often alienated for debts. How 
persons coming to estates of two, three, and four hundred 
acres can want, is to me most wonderful." How much 
does this wonder speak for his own scrupulous principle 
of always living within compass! 
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The residence at Barbadoes failed to have the anticipated 
effect oa the health of Lawrence, and he deteimined to 
seek the sweet climate of Bermuda in the spring. He felt 
the absence from his wife, and it was arranged that Greoige 
should return to Virginia, and bring her ont to meet hini 
at that island. Accordingly, on the 22nd of December, 
George set sail in the " Industry," bound to Virginia, 
where he arrived on the 1st of February, 1762, after five 
weeks of stormy winter sea&riiig. 

Lawrence remained through the winter at Barbadoes ; 
but the very mildness of the climate relaxed and enervated 
him. He felt the want of the bracing winter weather to 
which he had been accustomed. Even the invariable 
beauty of the climate, the perpetual summer, wearied the 
restless invalid. '* This is the finest island of the West 
Lidies," said he, '* but I own no place can please me with- 
out a change of seasons. We soon tire of the same J^tob- 
pect." A consolatory truth for the inhabitants of more 
capricious climes. 

Still some of the worst symptoms of his disorder had 
disappeared, and he seemed to be slowly recovering ; but 
the nervous restlessness and desire of change, often in- 
cidental to his malady, had taken hold of him, and early 
in March he hastened to Bermuda. He had come too 
soon. The keen air of early spring brought on an aggra- 
vated return of his worst symptoms. " I have now got to 
my last refuge," writes he to a friend, " where I must 
receive my final sentence, which, at present, Dr. Forbes 
wiU not pronounce. He leaves me, however, I think, like 
a criminal condemned, though not without hopes of a 
reprieve; but this I am to obtain by meritoriously ab- 
staining from flesh of every sort, all strong liquors, and by 
riding as much as I can bear. These are the only terms 
on which I am to hope for life." 

He was now afflicted with painful indecision ; and his 
letters perplexed his family, leaving them uncertain as to 
his movements, and at a loss how to act. At one time he 
talked of remaining a year at Bermuda, and wrote to his 
wife to come out with George, and rejoin him there ; but 
the very same letter shows his irresolution and uncer- 
tainty, for he leaves her coming to the decision of herself 
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and friends. As to his own movements, be says, "Six 
weeks will determine me what to resolve on. Forbes 
advises the south of France, or else Barbadoes." The 
very next letter, written shortly afterwards in a moment 
of despondency, talks of the possibility of " hurrying home 
to his grave !" 

The last was no empiy foreboding. He did indeed 
hasten back, and just reached Mount V^mon in time to 
die under his own roof, surrounded by his family and 
friends, and attended in his last moments by that brother 
on whose manly affection his heart seemed to repose. His 
death took place on the 26th July, 1762, when but thirty- 
four years of age. He was a noble-spirited, pure-minded, 
accomplished gentleman, honoured by the public, and 
beloved by his friends. The paternal care ever mani- 
fested by him for his youthful brother George, and the 
influence his own character and conduct must have had 
npon him in his ductile years, should link their memories 
together in history, and endear the name of Lawrence 
Washington to every American. 

Lawrence left a wife and an infant daughter to inherit 
kis ample estates. In case his daughter should die with- 
ont issue, the estate of Mount Vernon, and other lands 
specified in his will, were to be enjoyed by her mother 
during her lifetime, and at her death to be inherited by 
kis brother George : the latter was appointed one of the 
executors of the will ; but such was the implicit confidence 
reposed in his judgment and integrity, that, although he 
was but twenty years of age, the management of the affairs 
of the deceased soon devolved upon him almost entirely. 
It is needless to say that they were managed with con 
Bummate skill and scrupulous fidelity. 
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Coimcil of the Ohio Tribes at Logstown— Treaty with the English^ 
Gist's Settlement — Speeches of the Half-King and the French Com- 
mandant—French Aggressions — The Ruins of Piqua — Washington 
sent on a Mission to the French Commander-* Jacob Van Braam, his 
Interpreter— Ohrut^ibpher Gist, his Guide— Halt at the Confluence of 
the Monongahela and Allegany — Projected Fort — Shingiss, the 
Delaware Sachem — Logstown— The Half-King — Indian Councils- 
Indian Diplomacy — ^Rumoura concerning Joncaire — Indiaii Eacorts-^ 
The Half-King, Jeekakake, and White Thunder. 

The meeting of tlie Ohio tribes, Delawares, Shawnees, and 
Mingoes, to form a treaty of alliance with Virginia, took 
place at Logstown, at the appointed time. The chiefs of 
the Six Nations declined to attend. '' It is not our cus- 
tom," said they, proudly, ** to meet to treat of afiEieiirs in 
the woods and weeds. If the Governor of Virginia wants 
to speak with us, and deliver us a present from our father 
(the King), we will meet him at Albany, where we expect 
the Governor of New York will be present."* 

At Lc^town, Colonel Fry and two other commissioners 
from Virginia concluded a treaty with the tribes above 
named, by which the latter engaged not to molest any 
English settlers south of the Ohio. Tanacharisson, the 
half-king, now advised that his brothers of Virginia should 
build a strong house at the fork of the Monongahela, to 
resist the designs of the French. Mi*. Gist was accordingly 
instructed to lay out a town and build a fort at Shurtee's 
Creek, on the east side of the Ohio, a little below the site 
of the present city of Pittsburg. He commenced a settle- 
ment, also, in a valley just beyond Laurel Hill, not far 
from the Youghiogony, and prevailed on eleven families to 
join him. The Ohio Company, about the same time, esta- 
blished a trading post, well stocked with English goods, at 
Wills' Creek (now Cumberland Eiver). 

The Ohio tribes were greatly incensed at the aggressions 

of the French, who were erecting posts within their terri- 

* tories, and sent deputations to remonstrate, but without 

* Letter of Colonel Johnson to Governor Clinton. — Doc, Hist, N. T^ 
vol. ii. p. G24. 
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effect The haJf-king, as ohief of the western tribes, re- 
paired to the French post on Lake Erie, where he made 
his complaint in person. 

*' Falliers," said he, ^* you are the disturbers of this land 
by building towns, and tdcing the country from tu by fraud 
and force. We kindled a fire a long time since at Montreal, 
where we desired you to stay and not to come and intrude 
upon our land. I now advise you to return to that place, 
for this land is ours. 

" If you had come in a peaceable manner, like our bro- 
thers the English, we shoidd have traded with you as we 
do with them ; but that you should come and build houses 
on our land, and take it by force, is what we caiinot submit 
to. Both you and the English are white. We live in a 
oountry between you both ; the land belongs to neither of 
you. The Great Being allotted it to us as a residence. 
So, fathers, I desire you, as I have desired our brothers 
the English, to withdraw, for I will keep you both at 
arm's length. Whichever most regards this request, that 
side will we stand by and consider friends. Our brothers 
the English have heard this, and I now come to toll it to 
you, for I am not afraid to order you off this land." 

"Child," replied the French commandant, **you talk 
foolishly. You say this land belongs to you ; there is not 
|he black of my nail yours. It is my land, and I will have 
it, let who will stand up against me. I am not afraid of 
flies and mosquitoes, for such I consider the Indians. I 
tell you that down the river I will go, and build upon it. 
If it were blocked up, I have forces sufficient to burst it 
open and trample down all who oppose me. My force is 
as the sand upon the seanshore ; tlierefore, here is your 
wampum,- 1 fling it at you." 

Tanacharisson returned, wounded at heart, both by the 
language and the haughty manner of the French command- 
ant. He saw the ruin impending over his race, but looked 
^th hope and trust to the English as the power least dis- 
posed to wrong the red man. 

French influence was successful in other quaiiers. Some 
of the Indians who had been friendly to the English 
showed signs of alienation ; others menaced hostilities. 
There were reports that the French were ascending the 

£ 2 
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Mississippi from Louisiana. France, it was said, intended 
to connect Louisiana and Canada by a chain of military- 
posts, and hem the English within the Allegany Moun- 
tains. 

The Ohio Company complained loudly to the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of Virginia, the Hon. Kobert Dinwiddie, 
of the hostile conduct of the French and their Indian allies. 
They found in Dinwiddie a ready listener ; he was a stock- 
holder in the company. 

A commissioner. Captain William Trent, was sent to ex- 
postulate with the French commander on the Ohio for his 
aggressions on the territory of his Britannic majesty ; he 
bore presents also of guns, powder, shot, and clothing for 
the friendly Indiana. 

Trent was not a man of the true spirit for a mission to 
the frontier. He stopped short at Logstown, though the 
French were one hundred and fifty nnles further up the 
river, and directed his course to Piqua, the great town of 
the Twightwees, where Gist and Croghan had been so 
well received by the Miamis, and the French flag struck on 
the council-house. All now was reversed. The place had 
been attacked by the French and Indians; the Miamis 
defeated with great loss; the English traders taken pri- 
soners; the Piankesha chief, who had so proudly turned 
hiis back upon the Ottawa ambassadors, had been sacrificed 
by the hostile savages, and the French flag hoisted in 
triumph on the ruins of the town. The whole aspect of 
affairs was so threatening on the frontier, that Trent lost 
heart, and returned home without accompHshing his 
errand. 

Governor Dinwiddie now looked round for a person more 
fitted to fulfil a mission which required physical strength 
and moral energy ; a courage to cope with savages, and a 
sagacity to negotiate with white men. Washington was 
pointed out as possessed of those requisites. It is true he 
was not yet twenty-two years of age ; but public confidence 
in his judgment and abilities had been manifested a second 
time, by renewing his appointment of adjutant-general, 
and assigning him the northern division. He was ac- 
quainted too with the matters in litigation, having been in 
the bosom councils of his deceased brother. His woodland 
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experience fitted him for an expedition through, the wil- 
derness ; and his great discretion and self-command for a 
negotiaiion with wily commanders and fickle savages. He 
was accordingly chosen for the expedition. 

By his letter of instructions he was directed to repair 
to Logstown, and hold a communication with Tanacharisson, 
Monacatoocha, aUas Scarooyadi, the next in comm^cnd, 
and the other sachems of the mixed tribes friendly to the 
ilnglish; inform them of the purport of his errand, and 
request an escort to the head-quarters of the French com- 
numder. To that commander he was to deliver his cre- 
dentials and the letter of Governor Dinwiddie, and demand 
an answer in the name of his Britannic Majesty ; but not 
to wait for it beyond a week. On receiving it, he was to 
request a sufficient escort to protect him on his return. 

He was, moreover, to acquaint himself with the numbers 
and force of the French stationed on the Ohio and in its 
vicinity ; their capability of being reinforced from Canada ; 
the forts they had erected ; where situated, how garrisoned ; 
the object of their advancing into those parts, and how 
they were likely to be supported. 

Washingtcm set off from Williamsbui^ on the 30th of 
October (1763), the very day on which he received his 
credentials. At Fredericksburg he engaged his old '* master 
of fence," Jacob Van Braam, to accompany him as inter- 
preter; though it would appear, from subsequent circum- 
stances, that the veteran swordsman was but indifferently 
versed either in French or English. 

Having provided himself at Alexandria with necessaries 
for the journey, he proceeded to Winchester, then on the 
frontier, where he procured horses, tents, and other tra- 
velling equipmente, and then pushed on by a road newly 
opened to Wills' Creek (Cumberland Kiver), where he 
arrived on the 14th of November. 

Here he met with Mr. Gist, the intrepid pioneer, who 
had explored the Ohio in the employ of the company, and 
whom he engaged to accompany and pilot him in the 
present expedition. He secured the services also of one 
John Davidson as Indian interpreter, and of four frontiers- 
men, two of whom were Indian traders. With this little 
band, and his swordsman and interpreter, Jacob Van 
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Braam, he set forth on the 16th of NoTember, through a 
wild country, rendered almost impassable by recent storms 
of rain and snow. 

At the mouth of Turtle Creek, on the Monongahela, he 
found John Frazier the Indian trader, some of whose 
people, as heretofore stated, had been sent off prisoners to 
Canada. Frazier himseK had recently been ejected by the 
French from the Indian village of Venango, where he had 
a gunsmith's establishment. According to his account the 
French general who had commanded on this frontier was 
dead, and the greater part of the forces had retired into 
winter quarters. 

As the rivers were all swollen, so that the horses had to 
swim them, Washington sent all the baggage down the 
Monongahela in a canoe under care of two of the men, 
who had orders to meet him at the confluence of that river 
with the Allegany, where their united waters form the 
Ohio. 

** As I got down before the canoe," writes he in his 
journal, ** I spent some time in viewing the rivers, and 
the land at the fork, which I think extremely well situated 
for a fort, as it has the absolute command of both rivers. 
The land at the point is twenty or twenty-five feet above 
the common surface of the water, and a considerable bottom 
of flat, well-timbered land all around it, very convenient 
for building. The rivers are each a quarter of a mile or 
more across, and run here very nearly at right angles; 
Allegany bearing north-east, and Monongahela south-east. 
The former of these two is a very rapid and swift-running 
water, the other deep and still, without any perceptible 
fall." The Ohio company had intended to build a fort 
about two miles from this place, on fhe south-east side of 
the river; but Washington gave the fork the decided 
preference. French engineers of experience proved the 
accuracy of his military eye, by subsequently choosing it 
for the site of Fort Duquesne, noted in frontier history. 

In this neighbourhood lived Shingiss, the king or chief 
sachem of the Delawares. Washington visited him at his 
village, to invite him to the council at Logstown. He was 
one of the greatest warriors of his tribe, and subsequently 
took up the hatchet at various times against the Euglish, 
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thoTigli now lie seemed foTOurahly disposed, and readily 
accepted the invitation. 

They arriyed at Logstown after sunset on the 24th of 
November. The half-king was absent at his hunting*lodge 
on Beaver Creek, about fifteen miles distant ; but Wash- 
ington had runners sent out to invite him and all the other 
chiefs to a grand talk on the following day. 

In the morning four French deserters came into the 
village. They had deserted from a company of one hun- 
dred men, sent up from New Orleans with eight canoes 
laden with provisions. Washington drew from them an 
account of the French force at New Orleans, and of the 
forts along the Mississippi, and at the mouth of the Wabash, 
hy which they kept up a communication with the lakes ; 
all which he carefully noted down. The deserters were 
on their way to Philadelphia, conducted by a Pennsylvania 
trader. 

About three o'clock the half-king arrived. Washington 
had a private conversation with him in his tent, through 
Davidson, the interpreter. He found him intelligent, 
patriotic, and proudly tenacious of his territorial rights. 
We have already cited frx)m Washington's papers the ac- 
count given by this chief, in this conversation, of his 
interview with the late French commander. He stated, 
moreover, that the French had built two forts, differing in 
size, bat on the same model, a plan of which he gave, of 
his own drawing. The largest was on Lake Erie, the 
other on French Creek, fifteen miles apart, with a waggon 
road between them. The nearest and levellest way to 
them was now impassable, lying through lai^e and miry 
savannas ; they would have, therefore, to go by Yenango, 
and it would take five or six sleeps (or days) of good tra- 
velling to reach the nearest fort. 

On the following morning, at nine o'clock, the chiefs 
assembled at the council-house, where Washington, accord- 
ing to his instructions, informed them that he was sent by 
their brother, the Governor of Vii^nia, to deliver to the 
French commandant a letter of great importance, both to 
their brothers the English and to themselves ; and that 
he was to ask their advice and assistance, and some of 
thedr young men to accompany and provide for him on the 
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way, and be his safeguard against the '* French Indians," 
who had taken up the hatchet. He concluded by present- 
ing the indispensable document in Indian diplomacy, a 
string of wampum. 

The chiefs, according to etiquette, sat for some moments 
silent after he had concluded, as if ruminating on what 
had been said, or to give him time for farther remark. 

The haK-king then rose and spoke in behalf of the tribes, 
assuring him that they considered the English and tbem- 
selves brothers, and one people ; and that they intended 
to return the French the ** speech- belts," or wampums, 
which the latter had sent them. This, in Indian diplomacy, 
is a renunciation of all friendly relations. An escort 
would be furnished to Washington, composed of Mingoes, 
Shannoahs, and Delawares, in token of the love and loyalty 
of those several tribes ; but three days would be required 
to prepare for the journey. 

Washington remonstrated against such delay; but was 
informed, that an affair of such moment, where three 
speech-belts were to be given up, was not to be entered 
into without due consideration. Besides, the young men 
who were to form the escort were absent hunting, and the 
half-king could not suffer the party to go without sufSbient 
protection. His own French speech-belt, also, was at his 
nimting-lodge, where he must go in quest of it. Moreover, 
the Shannoah chiefs were yet absent and must be waited 
for. In short, Washington had his first lesson in Indian 
diplomacy, which for punctilio, ceremonial, and secret 
manoeuvring, is equal at least to that of civilized life. He 
soon found that to urge a more speedy departure would be 
offensive to Indian dignity and decorum, so he was fain to 
await the gathering together of the different chiefs with 
their speech-belts. 

In fact, there was some reason for all this caution. 
Tidings had reached the sachems that Captain Joncaire 
had called a meeting, at Yenango, of the Mingoes, Dela- 
wares, and other tribes, and made them a speech, informing 
them that the French, for the present, had gone into 
winter quarters, but intended to descend the river in great 
force, and fight the English in the spring. He had advised 
them, therefore, to stand aloof, for should they interfere, 



1753.1 THE SACHEMS. 67 

the French and Englisli would join, cnt them all off, ai d 
divide their land between them. 

With these rumours preying on their minds, the half- 
king and three other cluefs waited on Washington in his 
tent in the evening, and after representing that they had 
complied with all the requisitions of the Governor of 
Viiginia, endeavoured to draw from the youthfiil ambas- 
Bador the true purport of his mission to the French com- 
mandant. Washington had anticipated an inquiry of the 
kind, knowing how natural it was that these poor people 
should regard, with anxiety and distrust, every movement 
of two formidable powers thus pressing upon them from 
opposite sides : he managed, however, to answer them in 
such m|uiner as to allay &eir solicitude vdthout transcend- 
ing the bounds of diplomatic secrecy. 

Affcer a day or two more of delay and fui-ther consulta- 
tions in the council-house, the chiefs determined that but 
Hiree of their number should accompany the mission, as a 
greater number might awaken the suspicions of the French. 
Accordingly, on the 30th of November, Washington set out 
for the French post, having his usual party augmented by 
an Indian hunter, and being accompanied by the half-king, 
an old Shannoah sachem named Jeskakake, and another 
chief, sometimes called Belt of Wampum, from being the 
keeper of the speech-belts, but generally bearing the soimd- 
ing appellation of White Thunder. 
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Although the distance to Venango, by the route taken, 
was not above seventy miles, yet such was the inclemency 
of the weather and the dif&cidty of travelling, that Wash- 
ington and his party did not arrive there until the 4th of 
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November. The French colours were fljnng at a house 
whence John Frazier, the English trader, had been driven* 
Washington repaired thither, and inquired of three French 
officers whom he saw there where the commandant resided. 
One of them promptly replied that he *' had the command 
of the Ohio." It was, in £act, the redoubtable Captain 
Joncaire, the veteran intriguer of the frontier. On being 
apprised, however, of the nature of Washington's errand, 
he informed him that there was a general officer at the next 
fort, where he advised him to apply for an answer to the 
letter of which he was the bearer. 

In the mean time, he invited Washington and his party 
to a supper at head-quarters. It proved a jovial one, for 
Joncaire appears to have been somewhat of a bogn com- 
panion, and there is always ready though rough hospitality 
in the wilderness. It is true, Washington, for so young a 
man, may not have had the most convivial air, but there 
may have been a moist look of promise in the old soldier 
Van Braam. 

Joncaire and his brother officers pushed the bottle briskly. 
'* The wine," says Washington, ** as they dosed themselves 
pretty plentifully with it, soon banished the restraint vrhich 
at first appeared in their conversation, and gave a license 
to their tongues to reveal their sentiments more freely. 
They told me that it was their absolute design to take pos- 
session of the Ohio, and by Gr — they would do it; for that 
although they were sensible the English could raise two 
men for their one, yet they knew their motions were too 
slow and dilatory to prevent any undertaking. They pre- 
tend to have an undoubted right to the river from a disco- 
very made by one La Salle sixty years ago, and the rise of 
this expedition is to prevent our settling on the river or the 
waters of it, as they heard of some feonilies moving out in 
order thereto." 

Washington retained his sobriety and his composure 
throughoutall the rhodomontade and bacchanalian outbreak 
of the mercurial Frenchmen ; leaving the task of pledging 
them to his master of fence. Van Braam, who was not a 
man to flinch from potations. He took carefal note, how- 
ever, of all their revelations, and collected a variety of in- 
formation concerning the French forces; how and where 
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they were distributed ; the sitnatioiis and distances of their 
forts, and iheir means and mode of obtaining supplies. If 
the veteran diplomatist of the ^wilderness had intended this 
revel for a snare, he was completely foiled by his youthful 
competitor. ; . 

On the following day there was no travelling on account 
of excessive rain. Joncaire, in the mean time, having 
discovered that the half-king was with the mission, ez* 
pressed his surprise that he had not accompanied it to his 
quarters on the preceding day. Washington, in truth, had 
feared to trust the sachem within the reach of the politio 
Frenchman. Nothing would do now but Joncaire must 
have the sachems at head-quarters. Here his diplomacy 
was triumphant. He received them with open arms. He 
was enraptured to see them. His Indian brothers ! How 
could they be so near without coming to visit him ? He 
made them presents ; but, above all, plied them so potently 
with liquor, that the poor half-king, Jeskakake, and White 
Thunder foi^ot all about their wrongs, their speeches, 
their speech-belts, and all the business they had come upon ; 
paid no heed to the repeated cautions of their English 
friends, and were soon in a complete state of frantic extn^ 
vaganoe or drunken oblivion. 

The next day the half-king made his appearance at 
Washington's tent, perfectly sober and very much crest- 
fallen. He declared, however, that he still intended to 
make his speech to the French, and offered to rehearse it 
on the spot ; but Washington advised him not to waste his 
ammunition on inferior game like Joncaire and his com- 
rades, but to reserve it for the commandant. The sachem 
was not to be persuaded. Here, he said, was the place of 
the council fire, where they were accustomed to transact 
their business with the French ; and as to Joncaire, he had 
all the management of French affairs with the Indians. 

Washington was fain to attend the council fire and listen 
to the speech. It was much the same in purport as that 
which he had made to the French general, and he ended 
*by offering to return the French speech-belt; but this 
Joncaire refused to receive, telling him to carry it to the 
commander at the fort. 

AU that day and the next was the party kept at Yenango 
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by the stratagems of Joncaire and his emissaries to detain 
and seduce the sachems. It was not until 12 o'clock on 
the 7th of December, that Washington was able to extri- 
cate them out of their clutches and commence his jonmej. 

A French commissary by the name of La Force, and 
three soldiers, set off in company with him. La Force 
went as if on ordinary business, but he proved one of the 
most active, daring, and mischief-making of those anoma- 
lous agents employed by the French among the TTitligLfi 
tribes. It is probable that he was at the bottom of many 
of the perplexities experienced by Washington at Venango, 
and now travelled with him for the prosecution of his 
wiles. He wiU be found, hereafter, acting a more promi- 
nent part, and ultimately reaping the fruit of his evil 
doings. 

After four days of weary travel through snow and rain, 
and mire and swamp, the party reached the fort. It was 
situated on a kind of island on the west fork of French 
Creek, about fifteen miles south of Lake £rie, and consisted 
of four houses, forming a hollow square, defended by bas- 
tions made of palisades twelve feet high, picketed, and 
pierced for cannon and small arms. Within the bastions 
were a guard-house, chapel, and other buildings, and out- 
side were stables, a smith's forge, and log-houses covered 
with bark, for soldiers. 

On the death of the late general, the fort had remained 
in charge of one Captain Reparti until within a week past, 
when the Chevalier Legardeur de St. Pierre had arrived, 
and taken command. 

The reception of Washington at the fort was very dif- 
ferent from the unceremonious one experienced at the out- 
post of Joncaire and his convivial messmates. When he 
presented himself at the gate, accompanied by his inter- 
preter. Van Braam, he was met by the officer second in 
command and conducted in due military form to his supe- 
rior ; an ancient and silver-haired chevalier of the militaiy 
order of St. Louis, courteous but ceremonious; mingling 
the polish of the French gentleman of the old school witi^ 
the precision of the soldier. 

Having announced his errand through his interpreter. 
Van Braam, Washington offered his credentials and the 
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letter of Governor Dinwiddle, and was disposed to proceed 
at once to business with the prompt frankness of a young 
man unhackneyed in diplomacy. The chevalier, however, 
politely requested him to retain the documents in his pos- 
session until his pi-edecessor, Captain Eeparti, should 
arrive, who was hourly expected from the next post. 

At two o'clock the captain arrived. The letter and its 
accompanying documents were then offered again, and re- 
ceived in due form, and the chevalier and his officers retired 
with them into a private apartment, where the captain, 
who understood a little English, officiated as translator. 
The translation being finished, Washington was requested 
to walk in and bring his translator, Van Braam, with him, 
to peruse and correct it, which he did. 

In this letter, Dinwiddie complained of the intrusion of 
French forces into the Ohio country, erecting forts and 
making settlements in the western parts of the colony of 
Virginia, so notoriously known to be the property of the 
crown of Great Britain. He inquired by whose authority and 
instructions the French Commander-general had marched 
this force from Canada, and made this invasion ; intimating 
thai his own action would be regulated by the answer he 
shoidd receive, and the tenor of the commission with w^hich 
he was honoured. At the same time he required of the 
commandant his peaceable departure, and that he would 
forbear to prosecute a purpose *' so interruptive of the 
harmony and good understanding which his majesty was 
desirous to continue and cultivate with the most catholic 
king." 

The latter part of the letter related to the youthful 
envoy. " I persuade myself you will receive and entertain 
Major Washmgton with the candour and politeness natural 
to your nation, and it will give me the greatest satisfaction 
if you can return him with an answer suitable to my wishes 
for a long and lasting peace between us." 

The two following days were consumed in councils of 
the chevalier and his officers over the letter, and the neces- 
sary reply. Washington occupied himself in the mean 
time in observing and taking notes of the plan, dimensions, 
and strength of the fort, and of everything about it. He 
gave orders to his people, also, to take an exact account of 
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ike canoes in readiness, and others in the process of con- 
struction, for the oonyeyanoe of troops down the river in 
the ensuing spring. 

Aa the weather continued stormy, with much snow, and 
the horses were daily losing strength, he sent them down, 
unladen, to Venango, to await his return by water. In 
the mean time he discovered that busy intrigues were 
going on to induce the half -king and the other sachems to 
abandon him, and renounce all friendship with the Eng- 
lish. Upon learning this, he urged the chie£8 to deliver 
up their ' speech-belts' immediately, as they had promised, 
thereby shaking off all dependence upon the French. They 
accor(^gly pressed for an audience that veiy evening. A 
private one was at length granted them by the commander 
in presence of one or two of his officers. The half-king re- 
ported the result of it to Washington. The venerable but 
astute chevalier cautiously evaded the acceptance of the 
proffered wampum; made many professions of love and 
friendship, and said he wished to live in peace and trade 
amicably with the tribes of the Ohio, in proof of which he 
would send down some goods immediately for them to 
Logstown. 

As Washington understood privately that an officer was 
to accompany the man employed to convey these goods, he 
suspected that the real design was to arrest and bring off 
all straggling English traders they might meet with. What 
strengthened this opinion was a frank avowal which had 
been made to him by the chevalier, that he had orders to 
capture every British subject who should attempt to trade 
upon the Ohio or its waters. 

Captain Eeparti, also, in reply to his inquiry as to what 
had been done with two Pennsylvania traders who had 
been taken with all their goods, informed him that they 
had been sent to Canada, but had since returned home. 
He had stated, furthermore, that during the time he held 
command a white boy had been carried captive past the 
fort by a party of Indians, who had with them also two or 
three white men's scalps. 

All these circumstcuices showed him the mischief that 
was brewing in these parts, and the treachery and violence 
that pervaded the frontier, and made him the more soli- 
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oitous to accomplish his mission successfdlly, and conduct 
his little band in safety out of a wily neighbonrhood. 

On the evening of tibe 14th, the Chevalier de St. Pierre 
delivered to Washington his sealed reply to the letter of 
Governor Dinwiddle. The purport of previous conver- 
sations with the chevalier, and the whole complexion of 
affigdrs on the frontier, left no doubt of the nature of that 
reply. 

The business of his mission being accomplished, Wash- 
ington prepared on the 1 5th to return by water to Venango, 
but a secret influence was at work which retarded every 
movement. 

" The commandant," writes he, ** ordered a plentiful 
store of liquor and provisions to be put on board our 
canoes, and appeared to be extremely complaisant, though 
he was exerting every artifice which he could invent to 
set our Indians at variance with us, to prevent their going 
until after our departure ; presents, rewards, and every- 
thing which could be suggested by him or his officers. I 
cannot say that ever in my life I suffered so much anxiety 
as I did in this afifair. I saw that every stratagem which 
the most fruitful brain could invent was practised to win 
the half-king to their interests, and that leaving him there 
was giving them the opportunity they aimed at. I went 
to the half-king, and pressed him in the strongest terms to 
go ; he told me that the commandant would not discharge 
him until the morning. I then went to the commandant 
and desired him to do their business, and complained to 
him of ill treatment ; for keeping them, as they were a 
part of my company, was detaining me. This he promised 
not to do, but to forward my journey as much as he could. 
He protested he did not keep them, but was ignorant of 
the cause of their stay, though I soon found it out. He 
had promised them a present of guns if they would wait 
until the morning. As I was very much pressed by the 
Indians to wait this day for them, I consented, on the pro- 
mise that nothing should hinder them in the morning. 

Tlie next morning (16th) the French, in fulfilment of 
their promise, had to give the present of guns. They then 
endeavoured to detain the sachems with liquor, which at 
any other time might have prevailed ; but Washington re- 
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minded tlie half-king that his royal word was pledged to 
depart, and urged it upon him so closely that he exerted 
unwonted resolution and self-denial, turned his back upon 
the liquor and embarked. 

It was rough and laborious navigation. French Creek 
was swollen and turbulent, and fall of floating ice. The 
frail canoes were several times in danger of being staved 
to pieces against rocks. Often the voyagers had to leap 
out and remain in the water half an hour at a time, draw- 
ing the canoes over shoals, and at one place to carry them 
a quarter of a mile across a neck of land, the river being 
completely dammed by ice. It was not until the 22d that 
they reached Venango. 

Here Washington was obliged, most unwillingly, to part 
company with tibe sachems. White Thimder had hurt him- 
self and was ill and unable to walk, and the others deter- 
mined to remain at Venango for a day or two, and convey 
him down the river in a canoe. There was danger that the 
smooth-tongued and convivial Joncaire would avail him- 
self of the interval to ply the poor monarchs of the wood© 
with flattery and liquor. Washington endeavoured to put 
the worthy half-king on his guard, knowing that he had 
once before shown himself but little proof against the 
seductions of the bottle. The sachem, however, desired 
him not to be concerned : he knew the French too well for 
anything to engage him in their fevour ; nothing should 
shake his faith to his English brothers ; and it will be 
found that in these assurances he was sincere. 
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On the 25th of December, Washington and his little party 
set out bv land from Venango on their route homeward. 
They had a long winter's journey before them, through a 
wilderness beset with dangers and difficulties. The pack- 
horses, laden wiih tents, baggage, and provisions, were 
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completely jaded; it was feared they woidd give out. 
Washington dismounted, gave up his saddle-horse to aid in 
transporting the baggage, and requested his companions to 
do the same. None but the drivers remained in the saddle. 
He now equipped himself in an Indian hunting-dress, and 
with Van Braam, Gist, and John Davidson, the Indian 
interpreter, proceeded on foot. 

The cold increased. There was deep snow that froze as 
it feU. The horses grew less and less capable of travel- 
ling. For three days they toiled on slowly and wearily. 
Washington was impatient to accomplish his journey, and 
make his report to ihe governor ; he determined, therefore, 
to hasten some distance in advance of the party, and then 
strike for the fork of the Ohio by the nearest course 
directly through the woods. He accordingly put the 
cavalcade under the command of Yan Braam, and fur- 
nished him with money for expenses ; then disencumbering 
himseK of all superfluous clothing, buckling himself up in 
a watch-coat, strapping his pack on his shoulders, con- 
taining his papers and provisions, and taking gun in hand, 
he left the horses to flounder on, and struck manfully 
ahead, accompanied only by Mr. Gist, who had equipped 
himself in like manner. 

At night they lit a fire, and *' camped " by it in the 
woods. At two o'clock in the morning they were again on 
foot, and pressed forward until they struck the south-east 
fork of Beaver Creek, at a place bearing the sinister name 
of Murdering Town, probably the scene of some Indian 
massacre. 

Here Washington, in planning his route, had intended 
to leave the regular path, and strike through the woods for 
Shannopins Town, two or three miles above the fork of the 
Ohio, where he hoped to be able to cross the Allegany 
River on the ice. 

At Murdering Town he found a party of Indians, who 
appeared to have known of his coming, and to have been 
waiting for him. One of them accosted Mr. Gist, and ex- 
pressed great joy at seeing him. The wary woodsman 
regarded him narrowly, and thought he had seen him at 
Joncaire*B. If so, he and his comrades were in the FrericJi 
interest, and their lying in wait boded no good. The 

F 
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Indian was very curious in his inquirios as to when they 
had left Venango ; how they came to be travelling on foot ; 
where they had left their horses, and when it was probable 
the latter would reach this place. All these questions in- 
creased .the distrust of Gist, and rendered him extremely 
cautious in reply. 

The route hence to Shannopins Town lay through a 
trackless wild, of which the travellers knew nothing ; after 
some consultation, therefore, it was deemed expedient to 
engage one of the Indians as a guide. He entered upon 
his duties with alacrity, took Washington's pack upon his 
back, and led the way by what he said was the most direct 
course. After taravelling briskly for eight or ten miles 
Washington became fiatigued, and his feet were chafed ; he 
thought, too, they were taking a direction too much to the 
north-east ; he came to a halt, therefore, and determined to 
light a fire, make a shelter of the bark and branches of 
trees, and encamp there for the night. The Indian de- 
murred ; he offered, as Washington was fatigued, to carry 
-his gun, but the latter was too wary to part with hi 
weapon* The Indian now grew churlish. There were 
Ottawa Indians in the woods, he said, who might be at- 
tracted by their fire, and surprise and scalp them ; he urged, 
therefore, that they should continue on: he would take 
them to his cabin, where they would be safe. 

Mr. Gist's suspicions increased, but he said nothing. 
Washington's also were awakened. They proceeded some 
distance further ; Ihe guide paused and listened. He had 
heard, he said, the report of a gun toward the north ; it 
must be from his cabin ; he accordingly turned his steps 
in that direction. 

Washington began to apprehend an ambuscade of savages. 
He knew the hostility of many of them to the English, and 
what a desirable trophy was the scalp of a white man. 
The Indian still kept on toward the north ; he pretended 
to hear two whoops — ^they were from his cabin — it coidd 
not be far off. 

They went on two miles further, when Washington sig- 
nified his determination to encamp at the first water they 
should find. The guide said nothing, but kept doggedly 
on. After k little while they airived at an opening in the 
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woods, and, emerging from ihe deep shadows in- which, 
they had been trayelling, found themselves in a clear 
meadow, rendered still more light by the glare of the snow 
upon the ground. Scarcely had they emerged, when the 
Indian, who was about fifteen paces ahead, suddenly 
turned, levelled his gun, and fired. Washington was 
startled for an instant, but, feeling that he was not 
wounded, demanded quickly of Mr. Gist if he was shot. , 
The latter answered in the negative. The Indian, in the 
mean time, had run forward, and screened himself behind a , 
large white oak, where he was reloading his gun. They 
overtook and seized him. Gist would have put him to 
death on the spot, but Washington humanely prevented him. 
They permitted him to finish the loading of his gun ; but, 
after he had put in the ball, took the weapon from him, 
and let him see that he was under guard. 

Arriving at a small stream, they ordered the Indian to 
make a fire, and took turns to watch over the guns. While 
he was thus occupied. Gist, a veteran woodsman, and 
accustomed to hold the life of an Indian rather cheap, was 
somewhat incommoded by the scruples of his youthful 
commander, which might enable the savage to carry out 
some scheme of treachery. He observed to Washington 
that, since he would not suffer the Indian to be killed, tiiey 
must manage to get him out of the way, and then decamp 
with all speed, and travel all night, to leave this perfidious 
neighbourhood behind them. But first it was necessary 
to blind the guide as to their intentions. He accordingly 
addressed him in a friendly tone, and, adverting to the 
late circumstance, pretended to suppose that he had lost 
his way, and fired lus gun merely as a signal. The Indian, 
whether deceived or not, readily chimed in with the expla- 
nation. He said he now knew the way to his cabin, which 
was at no great distance. " Well, then," replied Gist, ** you 
can go home, and, as we are tired, we will remain here for 
the night, and follow your track at daylight. In the mean 
time here is a cake of bread for you, and you must give us 
some meat in the morning." 

Whatever might have been the original designs of the 
savage, he was evidently glad to get off. Gist followed 
him cautiously for a distance, and listened until the sounA 

f2 
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of liis footsteps died away. Ketumiiig then to Wasliington, 
they proceeded about half a mile, made another fire, set 
their compass and fixed their course by the light of it, 
then, leaving it burning, pushed forward, and travelled as 
fast as possible all night, so as to gain a fair start should 
any one pursue them at daylight. Continuing on the next 
day they never relaxed their speed until nightfall, when 
they arrived on the banks of the Allegany Kiver, about 
two miles above Shannopins Town. 

Washington had expected to find the river frozen com- 
pletely over; it was so only for about fifty yards from 
either shore, while great quantities of broken ice "were 
driving down the main channel. Trusting that he had 
out-travelled pursuit, he encamped on the border of the 
river : still it was an anxious night, and he was up at day- 
break to devise some means of reaching the opposite bank. 
No other mode presented itself than by a raft, and to con- 
struct this they had but one poor hatchet. With this they 
set resolutely to work and laboured all day, but the sun 
went down before their raft was finished. They launched 
it, however, and, getting on board, endeavoured to propel 
it across with setting poles. Before they were half way 
over the raft became jammed between cakes of ice, and 
they were in imminent peril. Washington planted his 
pole on the bottom of the stream, and leaned against it 
with all his might, to stay the raft until the ice shotdd 
pass by. The rapid current forced the ice against the pole 
with such violence that he was jerked into the water, 
where it was at least ten feet deep, and he only saved him- 
self from being swept away and drowned by catching hold 
of one of the raft logs. 

It was now impossible, with all their exertions, to get to 
either shore ; abandoning the raft, therefore, they got upon 
an island near which they were drifting. Here tiiey passed 
the night, exposed to intense cold, by which the hands and 
feet of Mr. Gist were fix)zen. In the morning they found 
the drift ice wedged so closely together, that they suc- 
oeded in getting from the island to the opposite side of the 
river, and before night were in comfortable quarters at 
the house of Frazicr, the Indian trader, at the mouth of 
Tartle Creek, on the Monongahela. 
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Here they learned from a war party of Indians that a 
band of Ottawas, a tribe in the interest of the French, had 
massacred a whole family of whites on the banks of the 
great Kanawha Biver. 

At Frazier's they were detained two or three days 
endeavouring to procure horses. In this interval Washing- 
ton had again occasion to exercise Indian diplomacy. 
About three miles distant, at the mouth of the Youhiogany 
Biver, dwelt a female sachem. Queen Aliquippa, as the 
Blnglish called her, whose sovereign dignity had been 
aggrieved, that the party on their way to the Ohio had 
passed near her royal wigwam without paying their re- 
spects to her. 

Aware of the importance, at this critical jimcture, of 
securing the friendship of the Indians, Washington availed 
himself of the interruption of his journey, to pay a visit of 
ceremony to thus native princess. Whatever anger she 
may have felt at past neglect, it was readily appeased by a 
present of his old watch-coat ; and her good graces were 
completely secured by a bottle of rum, which, he intimates, 
appeared to be peculiarly acceptable to her majesty. 

Leaving Prazier's on the 1st of January, they arrived on 
the 2nd at the residence of Mr. Gist, on the Monongahela. 
Here they separated, and Washington, having purchased a 
horse, continued his homeward course, passing horses 
laden with materials and stores for the fort at the fork of 
the Ohio, and families going out to settle there. 

Having crossed the Blue Kidge and stopped one day at 
Belvoir to rest, he reached Williamsburg on the 16th of 
January, where he delivered to Governor Dinwiddle the 
letter of the French commandant, and made him a full 
report of the events of his mission. 

We have been minute in our account of this expedition 
as it was an early test and development of the various 
talents and characteristics of Washington. 

The prudence, sagacity, resolution, firmness, and self- 
devotion manifested by him throughout; his admirable 
tact and self-possession in treating with fickle savages and 
crafty white men; the soldier's eye with which he had 
noticed the commanding and defensible points of the 
country, and everything that would bear upon military 
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Operations ; and Hie hardihood with which he had acquitted 
himself during a wintry tramp through the wilderness 
through constant storms of rain and snow ; often sleeping 
on the ground, without a tent, in the open air, and in 
danger from treacherous foes — all pointed him out, not 
merely to the governor, but to the public at large, as one 
eminently fitted, notwithstanding his youth, for important 
trusts involving civil as well as military duties. It is an 
expedition that may be considered the foundation of his 
fortunes. From that moment he was the rising hope of 
Virginia. 



CHAPTEE X. 

Reply of the Chevalier de St. Pierre — Trent's Mission to the Frontier — 
Washington reciniits Troops — Dinwiddie and the House of Bnr- 

- gesses — Independent Conduct of the Virginians — Expedients to gain 
Recruits — Jacob Van Braam in Service — Toilful March to Wills' 
Creek — ContrecoDur dt the Fork of the Ohio — Trent's refractory 
Troops. 

The reply of the Chevalier de St. Pierre was such as might 
have been expected from that courteous but wary com- 
mander. He should transmit, he said, the letter of Go- 
vernor Dinwiddie to his general, the Marquis du Quesne, 
** to whom," observed he, ** it better belongs than to me to 
set forth the evidence and reality of the rights of the king, 
my master, upon the lands situate along the Eiver Ohio, 
and to contest the pretensions of the King of Great Britain 
thereto. His answer shall be law to me. ***** 
As to the summons you send me to retire, I do not think 
myself obliged to obey it* Whatever may be your instruc- 
tions, I am here by virtue of the orders of my general ; 
and I entreat you, sir, not to doubt one moment but that I 
am determined to conform myself to them with all the 
exactness and resolution which can be expected from the 
best officer, * • * * ♦ 

** I made it my particular care," adds he, " to receive 
Mr. Washington with a distinction suitable to your dig- 
nity, as well as his own quality and great merit* I flatter 
myself that he will do me this justice before you, sir, and 
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that he will signify to yon, in the manner I do myself, the 
profound respect with which I am, sir, &c."* 

This soldier like and punctilions letter of the chevalier 
was considered evasive, and only intended to gain time. 
The information given by Washington of what he had ob- 
served on the frontier, convinced Governor Dinwiddie and 
his council that the French were preparing to descend the 
Ohio in the spring, and take military possession of the 
country. Washington's journal was printed, and widely 
promulgated throughout the colonies and England, and 
awakened the nation to a sense of the impending danger, 
aad the necessity of prompt measures to anticipate the 
French movements. 

Captain Trent was despatched to the frontier, commis* 
fiioned to raise a company of one hundred men, march with all 
speed to the fork of the Ohio, and finish as soon as possible 
tie fort commenced there by the Ohio Company. He was 
enjoined to act only on the defensive, but to capture or 
destroy whoever should oppose the construction of the 
works, or disturb the settlements. The choice of Captain 
Trent for this service, notwithstanding his late inefficient 
expedition, was probably owing to his being brother-in-law 
to George Croghan, who had grown to be quite a personage 
of consequence on the frontier, where he had an establish- 
ment or trading-house, and was supposed to have great in- 
fluence among the western tribes, so as to be able at any 
time to persuade many of them to take up the hatchet. 

Washington was empowered to raise a company of like 
force at Alexandria ; to procure and forward munitions and 
supplies for the projected fort at the Fork, and ultimately 
to have command of both companies. When on the fron* 
tier, he was to take council of George Croghan and Andrew 
Montour, the interpreter, in all matters relating to the 
Indiana, they being esteemed perfect oracles in that de- 
partment. 

Governor Dinwiddie in the mean time called upon the 
governors of the other provinces to make common cause 
against the foe; he endeavoured, also, to efPect alliances 
^th the Indian tribes of the south, the Catawbas and 

^ London Mag., June, 1754. 
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Clierokees, by way of counterbalancing the Cbippewas and 
Ottawas, who were devoted to the French. 

The colonies, however, felt as yet too much like isolated 
territories ; the spirit of luiion was wanting. Some pleaded 
a want of military funds ; some questioned the justice of 
the cause ; some declined taking any hostile step that might 
involve them in a war, unless they should have direct 
orders from the crown, 

Dinwiddle convened the House of Burgesses to devise 
measures for the public security. Here his high idea of 
prerogative and of gubernatorial dignity met with a grie- 
vous countercheck from the dawning spirit of indepen- 
dence. High as were the powers veated in the colonial 
government of Virginia, of which, though but lieutenant- 
governor, he had the actual control, they were counter* 
balanced by the power inherent in the people, growing out 
of their situation and circumstances, and acting through 
their representatives. 

There was no turbulent factious opposition to govern- 
ment in Virginia ; no " fierce democracy ;" the rank growth 
of crowded cities, and a fermenting populace; but there 
was the independence of men, living apart in patriarchal 
style on their own rural domains; surrounded by their 
families, dependants, and slaves, among whom their will 
was law — and there was the individuality in character and 
action of men prone to nurture peculiar notions and habits 
of thinking, in the thoughtful solitariness of country life. 

When Dinwiddle propounded his scheme of operations 
on the Ohio, some of the bui^esses had the hardihood to 
doubt the claims of the king to the disputed territory ; a 
doubt which the governor reprobated as savoring strongly 
of a most disloyal French spirit ; he fired, as he says, at 
the thought *' that an English legislature should presume 
to doubt the right of his majesty to the interior parts of 
this continent, the back part of his dominions ! " 

Others demurred to any grant of means for military pur- 
poses which might be construed into an act of hostility. 
To meet this scruple it was suggested that the grant might 
be made for the purpose of encouraging and protecting all 
settlers on the waters of the Mississippi. And under this 
specious plea ten thousand pounds were grudgingly voted; 
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bnt even this moderate Btim was not put at the absolute 
disposition of the governor. A committee was appointed 
with whom he was to confer as to its appropriation. 

This precaution Dinwiddie considered an insulting inva- 
sion of the right he possessed as goTemor to control the 
purse as well as the sword ; and he complained bitterly of 
tibe assembly, as deeply tinctured with a republican way 
of thinking, and disposed to encroach on the prerogative of 
the crown, •* which he feared would render them more and 
more difficult to be brought to order" 

W&jB and means being provided. Governor Dinwiddie 
augmented the number of troops to be enlisted to three 
hundred, divided into six companies. The command of 
the whole, as before, was offered to Washington, but he 
shrank from it, as a charge too great for his youth and in- 
experience. It was given, therefore, to Colonel Joshua 
Fry, an English gentleman of worth and education, and 
Washington was made second in command, with the rank 
of lieutenant-colonel. 

The recruiting, at first, went on slowly. Those who 
offered to enlist, says Washington, were for the most part 
loose idle persons without house or home, some without 
shoes or stockings, some shirtless, and many without coat 
or waistcoat. 

He was young in the recruiting service, or he would 
have knovni that such is generally the stuff of which 
armies are made. In this country especially it has always 
heen difficult to enlist the active yeomanry by holding out 
merely the pay of a soldier. The means of subsistence are 
too easily obtained by the industrious, for them to give up 
home and personal independence for a mere daily support. 
Some may be tempted by a love of adventure; but in 
general, they require some prospect of ultimate advantage 
that may " better their condition.'* 

Governor Dinwiddie became sensible of this, and resorted 
to an. expedient rising out of the natural resources of the 
country, which has since been frequently adopted, and 
always with efficacy. He proclaimed a bounty of two 
hundred thousand acres of land on the Ohio Kiver, to be 
^vided among the officers and soldiers who should engage 
in this expedition ; one thousand to be laid off contiguous 
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to the fort at the Fork, for the use of the garriBon. This 
was a tempting bait to the sons of fanners, who readily 
enlisted in the hope of having, at the end of a short cam- 
paign, a snug farm of their own in this land of promise. 

It was a more difficult matter to get officers than soldiers. 
Very few of those appointed made fiieir appearance ; one of 
the captains had been promoted ; two declined ; Washington 
found himself left, almost alone, to manage a number of 
self-willed, undisciplined recruits. Happily he had witli 
him, in the rank of lieutenant, that soldier of fortune, 
Jacob Van Braam, his old '' master of fence," and travel- 
ling interpreter. 

In his emei^ency he forthwith nominated him captain, 
and wrote to the governor to confirm the appointment, re- 
presenting him as the oldest lieutenant, and an experienced 
officer. 

On the 2nd of April Washington set off from Alexandria 
for the new fort, at the fork of the Ohio. He had but two 
companies with him, amounting to about one hundred and 
fifty men ; the remainder of the regiment was to follow 
under Colonel Fry with the artillery, which was to be con- 
veyed up the Potomac. While on the march he was joined 
by a detachment under Captain Adam Stephens, an officer 
destined to serve with him at distant periods of his mili- 
tary career. 

At Winchester he foimd it impossible to obtain convey- 
ances by gentle means, and was obliged reluctantly to avail 
himself of the militia law of Virginia, and impress horses 
and waggons for service; giving the owners orders on 
government for their appraised value. Even then, out of 
a great number impressed, he obtained but ten, after 
waiting a week ; these, too, were grudgingly furnished by 
the farmers with their worst horses, so that in steep and 
difficult passes they were incompetent to the draught, and 
the soldiers had continually to put their shoulders to the 
wheels. 

Thus slenderly fitted out, Washington and his little force 
made their way toilfally across the mountains, having to 
prepare the roads as they went for the transportation of the 
cannon, which were to follow on with the other division 
tinder Colonel Fry. They cheered themselves with the 
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thouglits that this hard work would cease when they should 
aiTive at the company's trading-post and store-house at 
Wills* Creek, where Captain Trent was to have packhorses 
in readiness, with which they might make the rest of the 
way by light stages. Before arriving there, they were 
startled by a rumour that Trent and all his men had been 
captured by the French. With regard to Trent, the news 
soon proved to be false, for they found him at Wills' Creek 
on the 20th of April. With regard to his men there was still 
an uncertainty. He had recently left them at the fork of 
the Ohio, busily at work on the fort, under the command 
of his lieutenant, Frazier, late Indian trader and gunsmith, 
but now a provincial officer. K the men had been cap- 
tured, it must have been since the captain's departure. 
Washington was eager to press forward and ascertain the 
truth, but it was impossible. Trent, inefficient as usual, 
had i^iled to provide packhorses. It was necessary to send 
to Winchester, forty miles distant, for baggage waggons, 
and await their arrival. All uncertainty as to the fate of 
the men, however, was brought to a close by their arrival, 
on the 25th, conducted by an ensign, and bringing with 
them their working implements. The French might well 
boast that they had again been too quick for the English. 
Captain Contrecoeur, an alert officer, had embarked about 
a thousand men with field-pieces, in a fleet of sixty batteaux 
and three hundred canoes, dropped down the river from 
Venango, and suddenly made his appearance before the 
fort, on which the men were working, and which was not 
half completed. Landing, drawing up his men, and plant* 
ing his artillery, he summoned the fort to surrender, allow- 
ing one hour for a written reply. 

What was to be done ? the whole garrison did not exceed 
fifty men. Captain Trent was absent at Wills' Creek; 
Frazier, his lieutenant, was at his own residence at Turtle 
Creek, ten miles distant. ITiere was no officer to reply 
hat a young ensign of the name of Ward. In his per- 
plexity he turned for counsel to Tanacharisson, the half- 
king, who was present in the fort. The chief advised the 
ensign to plead insufficiency of rank and powers, and crave 
dday until the arrival of his superior officer* The ensign 
ri paired to the French camp to oifer this excuse in person, 
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and was accompanied by the half-king. They were 
courteously received, but Contrecoeur was inflexible. There 
must be instant surrender, or he would take forcible pos- 
session. All that the ensign could obtain was permission 
to depart with his men, taking with them their working 
tools. The capitulation ended. Contrecoeur, with true 
French gaiety, invited the ensign to sup with him ; treated 
him with the utmost politeness, and wished him a pleasant 
journey, as he set off the next morning with his men laden 
with their working tools, 

Such was the ensign's story. He was accompanied by 
two Indian warriors, sent by the half-king to ascertain 
where the detachment was, what was its strength, and 
when it might be expected at the Ohio. They bore a 
speech from that sachem to Washington, and another, 
with a belt of wampum, for the Governor of Virginia. In 
these he plighted his stedfast faith to the English, and 
claimed assistance from his brothers of Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. 

One of these warriors Washington forwarded on with the 
speech and wampum to Governor Dinwiddie. The other 
he prevailed on to return to the haJf-kiDg, bearing a speech 
from him, addressed to the " Sachems, warriors of the Six 
United Nations, Shannoahs and Pelawares, our friends 
and brethren." In this he informed them that he was on 
the advance with a part of the army, to clear the road for 
a greater force coming with guns, ammunition, and pro- 
visions ; and he invited the half-king and another sachem 
to meet him on the road as soon as possible to hold a 
counciL 

In fact, his situation was arduous in the extreme. Be- 
garding the conduct of the French in the recent occurrence 
an overt act of war, he found himself thrown with a hand- 
ful of raw recruits far on a hostile frontier in the midst of 
a wilderness, with an enemy at hand greatly superior in 
number and discipline; provided with artillery, and all 
the mimitions of war, and within reach of constant supplies 
and reinforcements. Besides the French that had come 
from Venango, he had received credible accounts of another 
party ascending the Ohio ; and of six hundred Chippewas 
find Ottawas marching down Scioto Creek to join the 
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hostile camp. Still, notwithstanding the accumulating 
danger, it would not do to fall back, nor show signs of 
apprehension. His Indian allies in such case might desert 
lum. The soldiery, too, might grow restless and dis- 
satisfied. He was already annoyed by Captain Trent's 
men, who, having enlisted as volunteers, considered them- 
selves exempt from the rigour of martial law; and by 
their example of loose and refractory conduct, threatened 
to destroy iihe subordination of his own troops. 

In this dilemma he called a council of war, in which it 
was determined to proceed to the Ohio Company's store- 
houses, at the mouth of Bedstone Creek ; fortify themselves 
there, and wait for reinforcements. Here they might keep 
np a vigilant watch upon the enemy, and get notice of 
any hostile movement in time for defence, or retreat ; and 
should they be reinforced sufficiently to enable them to 
attack the fort, they could easily drop down the rivor with 
their artillery. 

With these alternatives in view, Washington detached 
sixty men in advance to make a road ; and at the same time 
wrote to Governor Dinwiddie for mortars and grenadoes, 
and cannon of heavy metal. 

Aware that the Assembly of Pennsylvania was in session, 
and that the Maryland Assembly would also meet in the 
course of a few days, he wrote directly to the governors of 
those provinces, acquainting them with the hostile acts 
of the French, and with his perilous situation ; and endea- 
vouring to rouse them to co-operation in the common 
cause. We will here note in advance that his letter was 
laid before the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and a bill was 
about to be passed making appropriations for the service 
of the king ; but it fell through, in consequence of a dis- 
agreement between the Assembly and the governor as to the 
mode in which the money should be raised; and so no 
assistance was famished to Washington from that quarter. 
The youthful commander had here a foretaste, in these his 
incipient campaigns, of the perils and perplexities which 
awaited him from enemies in the field, and lax friends in 
legislative councils in the grander operations of his future 
years. Before setting off for Redstone Creek, he discharged 
Trent's refractory men from his detachment, ordering tl^m 
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to await Colonel Fry's commands ; they, however, in the 
true spirit of volunteers from the backwoods, disperaed to 
their several homes. 

It may be as well to observe, in this place, that both 
Captain Trent and Lieutenant Frazier were severely cen- 
sured for being absent from their post at the time of the 
French summons. " Trent's behaviour," said Washington, 
in a letter to Gk)vemor Dinwiddie, " has been very tardy, 
and has convinced the world of what they before suspected 
— his great timidity. Lieutenant Frazier, though not 
altogether blameless, is much more excusable, for he 
would not accept of the commission until he had a promise 
firom his captain that ho should not reside at the rort, nor 
\dsit it above once a week, or as he saw necessity." In 
fact, Washington subsequently recommended Frazier for 
the office of adjutant. 
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March to the little Meadows — Rumours from the Ohio— Correepond* 
ence from the Banks of the Touhiogany — Attempt to descend that 
River — Alarming Reports — Scouting Parties — Perilous Situation of 
the Camp— Gist and La Force — Message from the Half-King — French 
Tracks — The Jumonville Skirmish — Treatment of La Force — Position 
at the Great Meadows — Belligerent Feelings of a young Soldier. 

Ox the 29tli of April, Washington set out from Wills' Creek 
at the head of one hundred and sixty men. He soon over- 
took those sent in advance to work the road; they bad 
made but little progress. It was a difficult task to break 
a road through the wilderness sufficient for the artillery, 
coming on with Colonel Fry's division. All hands were 
now set to work, but with all their labour they could not 
accomplish more than four miles a-day. They were toiling 
through Savage Mountain and that dreary forest region 
beyond it, since bearing the sinister name of " The Shades 
of Death." On the 9th of May they were not further than 
twenty miles from Wills* Creek, at a place called the 
Little Meadows. 

Every day came gloomy accounts from the Ohio ; brought 
chiefly by traders, who, with packhorses bearing their 
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efifects, were retreatiDg to the more settled parts of the 
country. Some exs^gerated the number of the French, as 
if strongly reinforced. All represented them as diligently 
at work constnicting a fort. By their account Washington 
perceived the French had chosen the very place which he 
nad noted in his ionmal as best fitted for the purpose. 

One of the tradirs gave information conoeni^g La Force, 
the French emissary, who had beset Washinirton when 
on his misBion to th; frontier, and acted, as ht thought, 
the part of a spy. He had been at Gist*s new settlement 
beyond Laurel Hill, and was prowling about the country 
with four soldiers at his heels on a pretended hunt after 
deserters. Washington suspected him to be on a rccon- 
noitering expedition. 

It was reported, moreover, that the French were lavish- 
ing presents on the Indians about the lower part of the 
river, to draw them to their standard. Among all these 
flying reports and alarms Washington was gratified to 
learn that the half-king was on his way to meet him at the 
head of fifty warriors. 

After infinite toil through swamps and forests, and over 
rugged mountains, the detachment arrived at the Youhio- 
gany Eiver, where they were detained some days con- 
structing a bridge to cross it. 

This gave Washington leisure to correspond with Go- 
vernor Dinwiddie, concerning matters which had deeply 
annoyed liim. By an ill-judged economy of the Virginia 
government at this critical juncture, its provincial officers 
received less pay than that allowed in the regular army. 
It is true the regular officers were obliged to furnish their 
own table, but their superior pay enabled them to do it 
luxuriously; whereas the provincials were obliged to do 
hard duty on salt provisions and water. The provincial 
officers resented this inferiority of pay as an indignity, 
and declared that nothing prevented them from throwing 
up their commissions but unwillingness to recede before 
approaching danger, 

Washington shared deeply this feeling, ** Let him seive 
voluntarily, and he would, with the greatest pleasure in 
life, devote his services tp the expedition; but to bo 
slaving through woods, rocks, and mountains, for the 
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sliadow of pay," writes he, ** I wotdd raliher toil like a day- 
labourer for a maintenance, if reduced to the necessity, 
than serve on such ignoble terms." Parity of pay was 
indispensable to the dignity of the service. 

Other instances of false economy were pointed out by 
him, forming so many drags upon the expedition, that he 
quite despaired of success. '' Be the consequence what it 
will, however," adds he, " I am determined not to leave 
the regiment, but to be among the last men that leave the 
Ohio, even if I serve as a private volunteer, which I greatly 
prefer to the establishment we are upon. * * • * J have 
a constitution hardy enough to encounter and undergo the 
most severe trials, and, I flatter myself, resolution to fiBice 
what any man dares, as shall be proved when it conies to 
the test." 

And in a letter to his friend Colonel Fairfax — " For my 
own part," writes he, "it is a matter almost indifferent 
whether I serve for full pay or as a generous volimteer ; 
indeed, did my circumstances correspond with my inclina- 
tions, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter ; 
for the motives that have led im here are pure and nobie. I had 
no view of acquisition but that of honour , by serving faithfully my 
king and country" 

Such were the noble impulses of Washington at the age 
of twenty-two, and such continued to actuate him through- 
out life. We have put the latter part of the quotation in 
italics, as applicable to the motives which in after-life car- 
ried him into the Revolution. 

While the bridge over the Youhiogany was in the course 
of construction, the Indians assured Washington he would 
never be able to open a waggon-road across the mountams 
to Redstone Creek; he embarked, therefore, in a canoe 
with a lieutenant, three soldiers, and an Indian guide, to 
try whether it was possible to descend the river. They 
had not descended above ten miles before the Indian re- 
fused to go further. Washington soon ascertained the 
reason. ** Indians," said he, '* expect presents — ^nothing 
can be done without them. The French take this method. 
If you want one or more to conduct a party, to discover 
the country, to hunt, or for any particular purpose, they 
must be boiight; their friendship is not so warm ae to 
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prompt them to these services gratis." The Indian guide, 
m the present instance, wob propitiated by the promise of 
one of Washnigton's ruffled shirts and a watdi-coat 

The river was bordered by mountains and obstructed by 
BMsks asad lapids. Indians might thread such a labyrintik 
in their light caEBoes, but it would never admit the trans- 
portaitioii of troops and military stores. Washington kept 
on for thirty miles, until he came to a place where the 
river fell nearly forty feet in the space of fifty yards. 
There he ceased to explore, and returned to camp resolving 
to continue forward by land. 

On the 23rd Indian scouts brought word that the French 
were not above eight hundred strong, and that about half 
their niunber had been detached at night on a secret expe- 
dition. Close upon this report came a message from the 
half-king, addressed *' to the first of his majesty's officers 
whom it may concern.'^ 

'* It is reported," said he, " that the Prwich army is 
coming to meet Major Washington. Be on your guard 
against them, my brethren, for they intend to strike the 
first English they shall see. They have been on their 
march two days. I know not their number. The half- 
king and the rest of the chiefs v^rill be with you in five 
days to hold a council." 

In the evening Washington was told that the French 
were crossing the ford of tiie Youhiogany, about eighteen 
miles distant. He now hastened to take a position in a 
place called the Great Meadows, where he caused the 
bushes to be cleared away, made an intrenchment, and 
prepared what he termed " a charming field for an 
encounter." 

A party of scouts were mounted on waggon-horses and 
sent out to reconnoitre. They returned vnthout having 
seen an enemj^. A sensitiveness prevailed in the camp. 
They were surrounded by forests, threatened by unheen 
foes, and hourly in danger of surprise. There was an alaim 
about two o'clock in the morning. The sentries fired upon 
v/hat they took to be prowling foes. The troops sprang to 
ai-ms, and remained on the alert until daybreak. Not an 
enemy was to be seen. ITie roll was called. Six men 
were mitwiTig, who had deserted. 

G 
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On the 25tli Mr. Gist arrived from His place about 
fifteen miles distant. La Force had been there at noon on 
the previous day with a detachment of fifty men, and Gist 
had since come upon their track within five miles of the 
camp. Washington considered La Force a bold, enter- 
prising man, subtle and dangerous ; one to be particularly 
guarded against. He detached seventy-five men in pursuit 
of him and his prowling band. 

About nine o'clock at night came an Indian, messenger 
from the half-king, who was encamped with several of his 
people about six miles off. The chief had seen tracks 
of two Frenchmen, and was convinced their whole body 
must be in ambush near by. 

Washington considered this the force which had been 
hovering about him for several days, and determined to 
forestall their hostile designs. Leaving a guard with the 
baggage and ammunition, he set out befcire ten o'clock, 
with forty men, to join his Indian ally. They groped their 
way, in single file, by footpaths through the woods, in a 
heavy rain and murky darkness, tripping occasionally and 
stumbliiig over each other, sometimes losing the track for 
fifteen or twenty minutes; so that it was near sunrise 
when they reached the camp of the half-king. 

That chieftain received the youthful commander with 
great demonstrations of friendship, and engaged to go hand 
in hand with him against the lurking enemy. He set out 
accordingly, accompanied by a few of his warriors and his 
associate sachem Scarooyadi or Monacatoocha, and con- 
ducted Washington to the tracks which he had discovered. 
Upon these he put two of his Indians. They followed 
them up like hounds, and brought back word that they had 
traced them to a low bottom surrounded by rocks and 
trees, where the French were encamped, having built a 
few cabins for shelter from the rain. 

A plan waa now concerted to coma upon them by sur- 
prise; Washington with his men on the right, the half- 
king with his warriors on the left — all as silently as pos- 
Bible. Washington was the first upon the ground. As he 
advanced from among the rocks and trees, at the head of 
his men, the French caught sight of him and ran to their 
arms. A aharp firing instantly took place, and was kept 
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up on both, sides for about fifteen minutes. Washington 
and his party were most exposed, and received all the 
enemy's fire. The balls whistled around him; one man 
was killed close by him and three others wounded. The 
French at length, having lost several of their number, gave 
way and ran. They were soon overtaken; twenty-one 
were captured, and but one escaped, a Canadian, who car- 
ried the tidings of the affair to the fort on the Ohio. The 
Indians would have massacred the prisoners had not 
Washington prevented them. Ten of the French had 
fallen in the skirmish, and one been wounded. Washing- 
ton's loss was the one killed and three wounded which we 
have mentioned. He had been in the hottest fire, and, 
having for the first time heard balls whistle about him, 
considered his escape miraculous. Jumouville, the French 
leader, had been shot through the head at the first fire. 
He was a young of&cer of merit, and his fate was made the 
subject of lamentation in prose and verse — chiefly through 
political motives. 

Of the twenty-one prisoners, the two most important 
were an ofi&cer of some consequence, named Drouillon, and 
the subtle and redoubtable La Force. As Washington 
considered the latter an arch mischief-maker, he was re- 
joiced to have him in his power. La Force and his com- 
panion would fain have assumed the sacred character of 
ambassadors, pretending they were coming with a sum- 
mons to him to depart from the territories bkonging to the 
cro'wn of France. 

Unluckily for their pretensions, a letter of instructions^ 
found on Jumonville, betrayed their real errand, which 
was to inform themselves of the roads, rivers, and other 
features of the country as far as the Potomac; to send 
back, from time to time, by fleet messengers, all the 
information they could collect, and to give word of the day 
on w^hich they intended to serve the summons. 

Their conduct had been conformable. Listead of coming 
in a direct and open manner to his encampment, when 
they had ascertained where it was, and delivering their 
summons, as they would have done had their designs been 
frank and loyal, they had moved back two miles, to 
one of the most secret retirements, better for a deserter 

e2 



8* LIFE OF WASHINaTON. [HW- 

tiiatt aaiamI>a88aiA(>rto eneamp is., and stayed tb^e, within 
five miles of his camp, sending spies to reconnoitre it, and 
des|>atching messengers to Contreoodor to inform him of its 

EQSition and numerical strength, to the end, no doubt, that 
e might send a sufficient detachment to enforce the sum- 
mons as soon as it should be given. In fact, the footprints 
which had first led to the discovery of the French lurking- 
place, were those of two '* mimers," or swift messengers, 
sent by Jumonville to the fort on the Ohio. 

It would seem that La Force, after all, was but an 
instrument in the hands of his commanding officers, and 
not in their ftiU confidence ; for when the commission and 
instruetlons Ibimd on Jumonville were read before him, he 
professed not to have seen them before, and acknowledged, 
with somewhat of an air of ingenuousness, that he believed 
they had a hostile tendency.^ 

Upon the whole, it was the opinion of Washington and 
his officers that the summons, on which so much stress was 
laid, was a mere specious pretext to mask their real designs, 
and be used as ooeaaon might require. '* That they were 
spies rather than anything elae," and were to be treated as 
prisoners of war. 

The haJf-king joined heartily in this opinion ; indeed, 
had the fate of the prisoners been in his hands, neither 
diplomacy nor anything else would have been of avail. 
*"" They came with hostile intentions," he said ; ** they had 
bad hearts, and if his English brothers were so foolish as 
to let them go he would never aid in taking another 
Frenchman.*' 

The prisoners were accordingly conducted to the camp 
at the Great Meadows, and sent on the following day 
(29th), under a. strong escort, to Governor Dinwiddle, then 
at Winchester. Washington had treated them with great 
oourtesy; had furnished Drouillon and La Force with 
clothing from his own sccmty stock, and, at their request, 
given them letters to the governor, bespeaking for them 
** the respect and favour due to their character and personal 
merit." 

A sense of duty, however, obliged him, in bia general 

> Wa^hiDgtam't U\AetU> IHawiddic^ 2ath Haf* 17M. 
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despatoh, to put the goTemor on Ids g^uard agaiiuit La 
Foice. *< I really think, if released, he would do more to 
our disservice than fifty other men, as he is a person whose 
active spirit leads him into all parties, and has brou^t 
him acquainted with all parts of uie country. Add to this 
a perfect knowledge of the Indian tongue, and great influ- 
ence with the Ind^ms.^' 

After the departure of the prisoners, he wrote again 
lespecting them : ^' I have still stronger presumption, 
indeed almost confirmation, that they were sent as spies, 
and were ordered to wait near us till they were fiilly in- 
formed of our xutentions, situation, and strei^^, and were 
to have acquamted their commander therewith, and to 
bave been lurking here for reinforcements before they 
lerved the simmions, if served at all. 

*'I doubt not but they will endeaivour to amuse yoti 
with many smooth Btories, as they did me ; but they were 
confuted in them all, and, by circumstances too plain to 
be denied, almost made tohamed of their assertions. 

** I have heatd «ince they went away, they should say 
they called on us not to fire ; but that I know to be fidi^, 
for I was the first man that approached them, axid the first 
whom they isaw, and immediately they ran to their arms, 
and fired briskly till they were defeated." • • • * 
" I &iiey they will have ^e asiETurance of asking the privi- 
leges due to an embas^, when in strict justice they ought 
to be hanged as spies of the worst sort." 

The situation of Washington was now extremely perilous. 
Oontrecoeu:r, it Was said, had nearly a thousand men with 
him at the fort, beside Indian aUiee ; and reinf otcements 
were on the ws^ to join him. The messengers s^t by 
Jiunonville, previous to the late afESedr, must have apprised 
him of liie weakness of the encampmeut on the Great 
Meadows. Washington hastened to strengthen it. He 
wrote by express alS) to Colonel Fry, who lay ill at Wills' 
Oreek, ui^giug instant reinforcements; but declaring his 
i^olution to *' fight with very unequal numbers laiher than 
give up one inch of what he had gained." 

The half-king was full of fight. He sent the scalps of 
^e Frenchmen slain in the late skirmish, accompanied by 
black wampum and hatchets, to all his allies, summoning 



86 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1754 

them to take up arms and join bim at Bedstone Creek, 
"for their bromers, the English, had now begnn in 
earnest." It is said he would even have sent the scalps 
of the prisoners had not Washington interfered.* He 
went off for his home, promising to send down the 
river for all the Mingoes and Shawnees, and to be back at 
the camp on the 30th, with thirty or forty warriors, accom- 
panied by their wives and children. To assist him in the 
Iransportation of his people and their effects thirty men 
were detached, and twenty horses. 

" I shall expect every hour to be attacked," writes Wash- 
ington to Governor Dinwiddie, on the 29th, ** and by mi- 
equal numbers, which I must withstand, if there are five 
to one, for I fear the consequence will be that we shall lose 
the Indians if we suffer ourselves to be driven back. Your 
honour may depend I will not be surprised, let them come 
at what hour they will, and this is as much as I can pro- 
mise; but my best endeavours shall not be wanting to 
effect more. I doubt not, if you hear I am beaten, but you 
will hear at the same time that we have done our duty in 
fighting as long as there is a shadow of hope." 

The fact is, that Washington was in a high state of mili- 
tary excitement. He was a young soldier ; had been for 
the first time in action, and been successful. The letters 
we have already quoted show, in some degree, the fervour 
of his mind, and his readiness to brave ihe worst ; but a 
short letter, written to one of his brothers, on the 31st, 
lays open the recesses of Ids heart. 

"We expect every hour to be attacked by superior 
force ; but if they forbear one day longer we shall be pre- 
pared for them. # # # # ij^q have already got in- 
trenchments, and are about a palisade, which, I hope, will 
be finished to-day. The Mingoes have struck the French, 
and, I hope, will give a good blow before they have done. 
I expect forty odd of them here to-night, which, with our 
fort, and some reinforcements from Colonel Fry, will enable 
us to exert our noble courage with spirit." 

Alluding in a postscript to the late affair, he adds: "I 
fortunately escaped without any wound; for the right 

» Letter from Yii^giuia. — London Magazine^ 1754. 
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wing, where I stood, was exposed to, and received, all the 
enemy's fire ; and it wcus the part where the man was 
killed and the rest wounded. / heard the btdlets whistle^ omdy 
believe me^ there is something charming in the sound,** 

This rodomontade, as Horace Walpole terms it, reached 
the ears of Geoi^e 11. " He would not say so," observed 
the king, dryly, ** if he had been used to hear many." • 

Washington himself thought so when more experienced 
in warfare. Being asked, many years 'afterwards, whether 
he really had made such a speech about the whistling of 
bullets, " If I said so," replied he quietly, ** it was when I 
was young." * He was, indeed, but twenty-two years old 
when he said it ; it was just after his first battle ; he was 
flushed with success, and was writing to a brother. 



CHAPTEE Xn. 

Scarcity in the Camp— Death of Colonel Fry — Promotions — Mackay 
and hw Independent Company — Major Muse — Indian Ceremonials — 
Public Prayers in Camp — Alarms — Independence of an Independent 
Company — Affairs at the Great Meadows — Desertion of the Indian 
Allies — Capitulation of Fort Necessity — Van Braam as an Interpreter 
— Indian Plunderers — Return to Williamsburg — ^Vote of Thanks of 
the House of Burgesses— Subsequent Fortunes of the Half-King^- 
Comments on the Affair of Jumonville and the Conduct of Van 
Braam. 

Scarcity began to prevail in the camp. Contracts had been 
made with George Croghan for flour, of which he had large 
quantities at his frontier establishment ; for he was now 
trading with the army as well as with the Indians. None, 

' This anecdote has hitherto rested on the authority of Horace 
Walpole, who gives it in his memoirs of George II.,and in his corres- 
pondence. He cites the rodomontade as contained in the express 
despatched by Washington, whom he pronounces a " brave braggart.*' 
As no despatch of Washington contains any rodomontade of the kind; 
as it is quite at variance with the general tenor of his character; and 
as Horace Walpole is well known to have been a *' great gossip dealer," 
apt to catch up any idle rumour that would give piquancy to a para- 
graph, the story has been held in great distrust. We met with the 
letter recently, however, in a column of the London Magazine for 1754, 
p. 370, into which it must have foimd its way not long after it was 
written. 

* Gordon, Hist. Am. War. vol. ii., p. 203. 



howe^et^ made its appearanoe* 3%eire was mionanagfr- 
ttient in iiie oominisgMiat. At one iha% the troops irere 
tax days withoat flour ; and even t^Mm had only a cacnnl 
supply from aSL Ohio trader. In this time oi soaixdty the 
half-long, his fellow sachem, Scarooyadi, and thirty or 
forty wamoTB, arrived, bringing with ^em their wires and 
children — so many more htingry months to he supplied. 
Washington wrote urgently to Groghan to send forward all 
the flour he could famish. 

News came of the death of Colonel Fry at Wills' Greek, 
and that he was to be succeeded in the command of the 
expedition by Galonel Innes of North Garcia, who wis 
aotaaUy at Windiester with three hundred and fifty North 
Carolina ta?oops. Washington, who feh the indreasmg 
responsibilities and difficulties of his situation, rejoiced at 
the prospect of being under the command of an experienced 
officer, who had served in company with his brother Law- 
rence at the siege of Carthagena. The colonel, however, 
never came to the camp, not did the Nor£h Carolina troopft 
render ai^r service in ue campaign — ^the fortunes of which 
might otherwise have been very diflerent. 

By the death of Fry, the command of the regtment de- 
volved on Washington. Finding a blank major's commis- 
sion among Fry^s papers, he gave it to Captain Adam 
Stephens, who had conducted himself with spirit. As there 
would necessarily be other changes, he wrote to Governor 
Dinwiddie in behalf of Jacob Van Brasm. ** He has acted 
as captain ever since we left Alexandria. He is an expe- 
rienced officer, and worthy of the command he has enjoyed." 

The palisaded fort was now completed, and was named 
Fort Necessity, from the pinclung &mine that had prevailed 
during its construction. The <scanty force in camp was 
augmented to three hundred, by the corival from Wills' 
Creek of ^e men who had been under Colonel Fry. Wiih 
them came the surgeon of the regiment. Dr. James Ctadk, 
a Scotchman by birth, and one destined to become a faith- 
ful and confidential friend of Washington for the remanider 
g( his life. 

A letter from Governor Dinwiddie aimounced, however, 
that Captain Mackay would soon arrive with an indepen- 
dent company of one hundred men, from South Carolina. 
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The lifle of independent company bad a voand ondnoTis 
of trouble. Troops of the kind, raised in ihe colonies, 
nnder direction of the gOTcmors, were paid hy the Grown, 
and ihe officers had king's commissions ; such, donbtless, 
had Captain Mackay. '* I should have been particnlacrly 
obliged/' writes Washington to Govemor Dinwiddie, '* if 
yon had dedared whether be was tinder my command, or 
independeaat of it. I hope be will have more sense than to 
insist npon any unreasonable distinction, because be and 
his officers have commissions from bis ms^esty. Let him 
ccmsider, thongb we are greatly inferior in respect to ad- 
vantages of profit, yet we liave the same spirit to serve our 
gracions king as they have, and are as ready and willing 
to sacrifice oar lives for onr coimtry's good. And here, 
onee more, and for the last time, I must say, that it will 
be A circumstance which will act upon some officers of this 
liniment, above all measure, to be obliged to serve upon 
such different terms, wben their lives, ueir fortunes, and 
i&eir operations axe equally, and, I dare say, as effectually 
exposed as those of omers, who are bn^y eno^h to have 
tiie king's commission." 

On i^e 9th arrived Wasbii^ton's early instructor . in 
miHtaiy tactics. Adjutant Muse, recently appointed a major 
in the regimewt. HJe was acconrpanied 1by Montour, the 
Indian interpreter, now a provincial captain, and brought 
with him nine swivels, and a small supply of powder and 
ball. Fifty or sixty horses were fbrthwi^ sent to Wills' 
Creek to bring on farther supplies, and Mir* Gist was urged 
to hasten forward the artillery. 

Major Muse was likewise the bearer of a belt of wampum 
and a speech, from Gtrvexnor IMnWiddie to the half-king ; 
with medals for the chiefs, and goods for presents among 
the friendly Indians, a measure which bad been suggested 
by Washington. They were distributed with that grand 
cerenaonial so dear to ihe red man. The chiefs assembled, 
painted and decollated in all their savage finery ; Wash- 
ington wore a medal sent to him by the governor for such 
occasions. The wampum and speech having been de- 
livered, he advanced, and with all due solemnity decorated 
the chiefe and warriors with the medals, whidi they were 
to wear in remembrance of tJiedr fi^ther the King of England* 



90 LIFE OP WASHINGTON. [1754. 

Among the warriors thus decorated was a son of Queen 
Aliquippa, the savage princess whose good graces Wash- 
ingtxDn had secured in the preceding year, by the present 
of an old watch-coat, and whose friendship was important, 
her town being at no great distance from the French fort 
She had requested that her son might be admitted into the 
war councils of the camp, and receive an English name. 
The name of Fairfax was accordingly given to him, in the 
customary Indian form ; the half-king being desirous of 
like distinction, received the name of Dinwiddie. The 
sachems returned the compliment in kind, by giving 
Washington the name of Connotaucarius ; the meaning of 
which is not explained. 

William Faiifax, Washington's paternal adviser, had re- 
cently coimselled him by letter, to have public prayers in 
his camp, especially when there were Indian families 
there ; this was accordingly done at the encampment in 
the Great Meadows, and it certainly was not one of the 
least striking pictures presented in this wild campaign — 
the youthful commander, presiding with calm seriousness 
over a motley assemblage of half-equipped soldiery, lea- 
thern-clad hunters and woodsmen, and painted savages with 
their wives and children, and uniting them aU in solemn 
devotion by his own example and demeanour. 

On the 10th there was agitation in the camp. Scouts 
hurried in with word, as Washington understood them, 
that a party of ninety Frenchmen were approaching. He 
instantly ordered out a hundred and fifty of his best men ; 
put himself at their head, and leaving Major Muse with 
the rest, to man the fort and mount the swivels, sallied 
forth " in the full hope," as he afterwards wrote to Gover- 
nor Dinwiddie, '* of procuring him another present of 
French prisoners." 

It was another effervescence of his youthful military 
ardour, and doomed to disappointment. The report of the 
scouts had been either exaggerated or misimderstood. The 
ninety Frenchmen in military array dwindled down into 
nine French deserters. 

According to their account the fort at the fork was com- 
pleted, and named Duquesne, in honour of the governor of 
Canada. It was proof against all attack, excepting with 
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bombs, on the land side. The garison did not exceed fire 
hundred, bnt two hundred more were hourly expected, and 
nine hundred in the course of a fortnight. 

Washington's suspicions with respect to La Force's party 
were justified by the report of these deserters ; they had 
been sent out as spies, and were to show the summons if 
discovered or overpowered. The French commander, they 
added, had been blamed for sending out so small a party. 

On the same day Captain Mackay arrived, with his inde- 
pendent company of South Carolinians. The cross-pur- 
poses which Washington had apprehended soon manifested 
themselves. The captain was civil and well disposed, but 
full of formalities and points of etiquette. Holding a com- 
mission direct from the king, he could not bring himself to 
acknowledge a provincial officer as his superior. He en- 
camped separately, kept separate guards, would not agree 
that Washington should assign any rallying place for his 
men in case of alarm, and objected to receive from him the 
parole and countersign, though necessary for their common 
safety. 

Washdngton conducted himself with circumspection, 
avoiding everything that might call up a question of com- 
mand, and reasoning calmly whenever such question oc- 
curred ; but he urged the governor by letter to prescribe 
their relative rank and authority. " He thinks you have 
not a power to give commissions that will command him. 
If so, I can very confidently say that his absence would 
tend to the public advantage." 

On the 11th of June, Washington resumed the laborious 
march for Bedstone Creek. As Captain Mackay could not 
oblige his men to work on the road imless they were 
allowed a shilling sterling a day ; and as Washington did 
not choose to pay this, nor to suffer them to march at their 
ease while his own faithful soldiers were laboriously em- 
ployed ; he left the captain and his independent company 
as a guard at Fort Necessity, and undertook to complete 
the military road with his own men. 

Accordingly he and his Virginia troops toiled forward 
through the narrow defiles of the mountains, working on 
the road as they went. Scouts were sent out in all direc- 
tions to prevent surprise. While on the march he was 
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cantiiraally l)esdt hy saolieiiui, -with their tediotui e&Hftno- 
ninLi and speeohes, all to very little purpose. Some of 
these chiefs were secretly in the Frencii interest ; few ren- 
dered any real assistance, and all expected presemts. 

At Gist's establishment, abotit thirteen miles from Fott 
Necessity, Washington receired certain intelligence tbkt 
ample reinforcements had arrived at Fort Duqnesne, and a 
large force would instantly be detached against him. 
Coming to a halt he b^an to throw up entrenchments, 
calling in two foraging parties, and sending word to Cap- 
tain Mackay to join him with all speed. The captain and 
his company arrived in the evening, the foraging parties 
the next morning. A council of war was held, in which 
the idea of awaiting the enemy at this place was unani- 
mously abandoned. 

A rapid and toilsome retreat ensued. There was a de- 
ficiency of horses. Washington gave up his own to aid in 
transporting the military munitions, leaving his ba^age to 
be bn>ught on by soldiers, whom he paid liberally. l%e 
other officers followed his example. The weather was 
sultiy, the roads were rough, provisions were scanty and 
the men dispirited by hunger. The Virginian soldieife 
took turns to drag the swivels, but felt almost insulted by 
the conduct of the South Carolinians, who, piquing them- 
selves upon their assumed privileges as " king's Boldieis," 
sauntered along at their ease ; re&sing to act as pioneen, 
or participate in the extra labours incident to a hurried 
retreat. 

On the 1st of July they reached the Gresat Meadcfws. 
Here the Virginians, exhausted by fatigue, hunger, and 
vexation, declared they would carry the baggage and drag 
the swivels no farther. Contrary to his original intentions, 
therefore, Washington determined to halt here for the pre- 
sent, and fortify, sending off expressed to hasten supplies 
and reinforcements from Wills' Creek, where he had reason 
to believe that two independent companies from New York 
were by this time arrived. 

The retreat to the Great Meadows had not been in the 
least too procfipitafte. Captain de Villiers, a brother-in-law 
of Jumonville, had actually sallied fortii from Fort Do- 
quesne at the head of upwards of five hundred French, 
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and sereral kimdred Indiaais, eager to.ftTenge the deatk of 
his relative. Airiving about dawn of day at Gift's planta- 
tion, he surrounded the works which Waahington had 
liastily thrown np there, and fired into them. Finding 
i^em deserted, he concluded that those of whom he came 
in search had made good their retreat to the settlements, 
and it was too late to pursue them. He was on the point 
of returning to Fort Duquesne, when a deserter arrived, 
who gave word that Washington had come to a halt in the 
Great Meadows, where his troops were in a starving 
condition ; for his own part, he added, hearing that the 
French were conung, he had deserted to them to e^sape 
starvation. 

De Villiers ordered the fellow into confinement ; to he 
rewarded if his words proved true, otherwise to be hanged. 
He then pushed forward for the Great Meadows/ 

In the mean time Washington had exerted himself to 
enlai^e and strengthen Fort Necessity, nothing of which 
bad been done by Captain Mackay and his men while en- 
eamped there. The fort was about a hundred feet square, 
protected by trenches and palisades. It stood on the 
margin of a small stream, nearly im the centre of the Great 
Meadows, which is a grassy plain, perfectly level, sur- 
roimded by wooded hills of a moderate height, and at that 
place about two hundred and fifty yards wide. Washington 
asked no assistance from the South Carolina troops, but 
Bet to work with his Virginians, animating them by word 
and example ; sharing in the labour of felling trees, hew- 
ing off the branches, and rolling up the trunks to form a 
breastwork. 

At this critical juncture ho was deserted by his Indian 
allies. They were disheartened at the scanty preparations 
for defence against a superior force, and offended at being 
stibjected to military command. The half-king thought he 
bad not been sufficiently consultel, and that his advice 
bad not been sufficiently followed; such, at least, were 
aome of the reasons which he subsequently gave for aban- 
doning the youthful commander on the approach of danger. 
The true reason was a desire to put his wife and children 

^ HuBBrd'a Register of Peonsylywiia, vol. iv., p. 2'J9 
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in a placo of safely. Most of Ids warrioTB followed his 
example ; very few, and those probably who had no fami- 
lies at risk, remained in the camp. 

Early in the morning of the 3rd, while Washington and 
liis men were working on the fort, a sentinel came in 
wounded and bleeding, having been fired upon. Scouts 
brought word shortly afterwards that the French were in 
force, about four miles off. Washington drew up his men 
on level ground outside of the works, to await their attack. 
About 11 o*clock there was a firing of musketry from 
among trees on rising ground, but so distant as to do no 
harm ; suspecting this to be a stratagem designed to draw 
his men into the woods, he ordered them to keep quiet, and 
refrain from firing until the foe shoxdd show themselves, 
and draw near. 

The firing was kept up, but stQl under cover. lie now 
fell back with his men into the trenches, ordering them to 
fire whenever they coxdd get sight of an enemy. In this 
way there was skirmishing throughout the day ; the French 
and Indians advancing as near as the covert of the woods 
would permit, which in the nearest place was sixty yards, 
but never into open sight. In the meanwhile the rain fell 
in torrents ; the harassed and jaded troops were liali 
drowned in their trenches, and many of their muskets were 
rendered unfit for use. 

About eight at night the French requested a parley. 
Washington hesitated. It might be a stratagem to gain 
admittance for a spy into the fort. The request was re- 
peated, with the addition that an officer might be sent to 
treat with them, under their parole for his safety. Unfor- 
tunately the Chevalier de Peyrouney, engineer of the regi- 
ment, and the only one who could speak French correctly, 
was wounded and disabled. Washington had to send, 
therefore, his ancient swordsman and interpreter, Jacob 
Van Braam. The captain returned twice with separate 
terms, in which the garrison was required to surrender; 
both wore rejected. He returned a third time, with written 
articles of capitulation. They were in French. As no 
implements for writing were at hand. Van Braam undertook 
to translate them by word of mouth. A candle was brought, 
and held close to the paper while he read. The rain feU 



1754.] CAPrrUIiATION OF FORT NECESSITY. 95 

in torrents ; it was difficult to keep the light from being 
extinguished. The captain rendered the capitulation, 
article by article, in mongrel English, while Washington 
and his officers stood listening, endeavouring to disentangle 
the meaning. One article stipulated that on surrendering 
the fort they shoidd leave all their military stores, muni- 
tions, and artillery in possession of the French. This was 
objected to, and was readily modified. 

The main articles, as Washington and his officers under- 
stood them, were, that they should be allowed to return to 
the settlements without molestation from French or Indians. 
That they should march out of the fort with the honours of 
war, drums beatimc and colours flyine, and with all their 
effects and milx^ etores except^^he artiUery. which 
should be destroyed. That they should be allowed to de- 
posit their effects in some secret place, and leave a guard 
to protect tliem until they could send horses to bring them 
away; their horses having been nearly all killed or lost 
during the action. That they should give their word of 
honour not to attempt any buildings or improvements on 
the lands of his most Christian Majesty, for the space of a 
year. That the prisoners taken in the skirmish of Jumon- 
ville shoiQd be restored, and until their delivery Captain 
Van Braam and Captain Stobo should remain with the 
French as hostages.' 

The next morning accordingly, Washington and his men 
marched out of their forlorn fortress with the honours of 
war, bearing with them their regimental colours, but leav- 
ing behind a large flag, too cumbrous to be transported. 
Scarcely had they begun their march, however, when, in 
defiance of the terms of capitulation, they were beset by a 
large body of Indians, allies of the French, who began 
plundering the baggage, and committing other irregulari- 
ties. Seeing that the French did not, or could not, prevent 
them, and that all the baggage which could not be trans- 
ported on the shoulders of his troops would fall into the 



* Horace Walpole, in a flippant notice of this capitulation, aays: 
" The French have tied up the hands of an excellent fanfiTron, a Major 
Washington, whom they took and engaged not to serve for one year." 
(Correspondence, vol. iii., p. 73.) Walpole, at this early date, seems 
to have considered Washington a perfect fire-eater. 
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hadadfl of these savages, Washington ordered it to be de- 
stroyed, as well as the artillery, gunpowder, and other 
lailitary stores. All this detained him until ten o'clock, 
when he set out on his melancholy march. He had not 
proceeded above a mile when two or three of the woimded 
men were reported to be missing. He immediately de- 
tached a few men back in quest of them, and continued on 
until three miles from Fort Necessity, where he encamped 
for the night, and was rejoined by the stragglers. 
. In this affair, out of the Virginia regiment, consisting of 
three hundred and five men, officers included, twelve had 
been killed, and forty-three wounded. The number killed 
and wounded in Captain Mackay's company is not kno^wn. 
The loss of the French and Indians is supposed to have 
been much greater. 

In the following day's march the troops seemed jaded 
and disheartened ; they were encumbered and delayed bj 
the wounded ; provisions were scanty, and they had seventy 
weary miles to accomplish before they could meet with 
supplies. Washington, however, encouraged them by his 
own steadfast and cheerful demeanour, and by sharing all 
their toils and privations ; and at length conducted them 
in safety to Wills* Creek, where they found ample provi- 
sions in the military magazines. Leaving them here to 
recover their strength, he proceeded with Captain Mackay 
to Williamsburg, to make his military report to the go- 
vernor. 

A copy of the capitulation was subsequently laid before 
the Virginia House of Burgesses, with explanations. Not- 
withstanding the unfortunate result of the campaign, the 
conduct of Washingt(m and his officers was properly appre- 
ciated, and they received a vote of thanks for their braveiy, 
and gallant defence of their conn by. Three hundred pis- 
toles (nearly eleven hundred dollars) also were voted to be 
distributed among the privates who had been in the action. 

From the vote of thanks, two officers were excepted; 
Major Stobo, who was charged with cowardice, and \v ash- 
ington's unfortunate master of fence and blundering inter- 
preter, Jacob Van Braam, who was accused of tieacheiy, 
in purposely misinterpreting the articles of capitulation. 

In concluding this chapter, we will anticipate dates to 
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record the fortunes of the half-king after his withdrawal 
from the camp. He and several of his warriors, with their 
wives and children, retreated to Anghquiek, in the hack 
part of Fennsjlvania, where George Grogkan had an agency, 
and was allowed money from time to time for the mainte- 
nance of Indian allies. By the by, Washington, in hia 
Ibtter to William Fa^^fstz, expressed himself much disap- 
pointed in Oroghan and Montonr, who proved, he said, ** to 
be great pretend^s, and by vainly boasting of their interest 
with the Indians, involved the coimtry in great calamity, 
cansiug dependence to be placed where there was none."* 
For, with ekH their boast, they never cotdd induce above 
thirty fighting men to join the camp, and not more than 
lialf of those rendered any service. 

As to the half-king, he expressed himself perfectly dis- 
gasted with the white man's mode of warfare. The French, 
he said, were cowards ; the English, fools. Washington 
was a good man, but wanted experience : he would not 
fekke advice of the Indians, and was always driving them 
to fight according to his own notions. For this reason he 
(the half-king) had carried off his wife and children to a 
place of safety. 

After a time the chieftain fell dangerously ill, and a con- 
jurer or ' medicine man' was summoned to inquire into the 
cause or nature of his malady. He gave it as his opinion 
that the French had bewitched him, in revenge for the great . 
blow he had struck them in the affair of Jumonville; for 
the Indians gave him the whole credit of that success, he 
having sent round the French scalps as trophies. In the 
opinion of the conjurer all the friends of the chieftain con- 
curred, and on his death, which took place shortly after- 
wards, there was great lamentation, mingled with threats 
of immediate vengeance. The foregoing particulars are 
gathered from a letter written by John Harris, an Indian 
trader, to the Governor of Pennsylvania, at the request of 
the half-king's friend and fellow sachem, Manacatoocha, 
otherwise called Scarooyadi. '* I humbly presume," con- 
cludes John Harris, ** that his death is a very gi-eat loss, 
especially at this critical time."* 

» Letter to W. Fairfax, Aug. 11th, 1754. 
^ PeunBylvania Archives, vol. ii., p. 178. ' 

H 
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NOTE. 

We have been thus particular in tracing the affair of the Great 
Meadows, step by step, guided by the statements of Wai-hington him- 
self and of one of his officers, present in the engagement, because it is 
another of the events in the early stage of his military career, before 
the justice and magnanimity of his character were sufficiently esta- 
blished, which have been subject to misrepresentation. When the 
articles of capitulation came to be correctly translated and published, 
there were passages in them derogatory to the honour of Washington 
and his troops, and which, it would seem, had purposely been inserted 
for their humiliation by the French commander; but which, they pro- 
tested, had never been rightly translated by Van Braam. For instance, 
in the written articles, they were made to stipulate that for the space 
of a year, they would not work on any establishment beyond the 
mountains; whereas it had been translated by Van Braam "on any 
establishment on the lands of the king of France" which was quite 
another thing, as most of the land beyond the mountains was con* 
sidered by them as belonging to the British crown. There were other 
points, of minor importance, relative to the disposition of the artilleiy ; 
but the most startling and objectionable one ixas that conceining the 
previous skirmish in the Great Meadows. This was mentioned in the 
written articles as l*a$sassinai du Sieur de Jumofwilk^ that is to say, tlie 
murder of De Jumonville; an expression from which Washington and 
* his officers would have revolted with scorn and indignation; and 
which, if truly translated, would, in all probability, have caused the 
capitulation to be sent back instantly to the French commander. On 
the contrary, they declared it had been translated to them by Van 
Braam the death of De Jumonville. 

M. de Villiers, in his account of this transaction to the Fx^nch 
government, avails himself of these passages in the capitulation to cast 
a slur on the conduct of Washington. He says, "We made the 
English consent to sign that they had assassinated my brother in his 
camp."—** We caused them to abandon the lands belonging to the 
tiug.— We obliged them to leave their cannon, which consisted of 
nine pieces, &c.*' He further adds: *' The fenglish, struck with panic, 
took to flight, and left their flag and one of their colours." We have 
shown that the flag left was the unwieldy one belonging to the fort; 
too cumbrous to be transported by troops who could not carry their 
own necessary baggage. The re^mental colours, as honourable sym- 
bols, were scrupulously carried off by Washington, and retained by 
■him in after years. 
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M. de Yilliera adds another incident intended to degrade his enemy. 
He says, ** One of my Indiana took ten Englishmen, whom he brought 
to me^ and whom I sent back by another." These, doubtless, were 
the men detached by Washington in quest of the wounded loiterers; 
and who, understanding neither French nor Indian, found a difficulty 
in explaining their peaceful errand. That they were captured by the 
Indiaa seems too much of a gasconade. 

The public opinion at the time was that Van Braam had been 
snbomed by De Villi ers to soften the ofifensive articles of the capitula- 
tion in translating them, so that they should not wound the pride nor 
awaken the scruples of Washington and his officers, yet should stand 
on record against them. It is not probable that a French officer of 
De Yilliers' rank would practise such a base perfidy, nor does the 
subsequent treatment experienced by Van Braam from the French 
corroborate the charge. It is more than probable the inaccuracy of 
translation originated in his ignorance of the precise weight and value 
of words in the two languages, neither of which was native to him, and 
between which he was the blundering agent of exchange. 
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Founding of Fort Cumberland — Secret Letter of Stobo— The Indian 
Messenger — Project of Dinwiddie— His Perplexities — A Taint of 
Republicanism in the Colonial Assemblies — Dinwiddie's Military 
Measures —Washington quits the Service— Overtures of Gbvemor 
Sharpe of Maryland — Washington's dignified Reply— Questions of 
Rank between Royal and Provincial Troops — Treatment of the 
French Prisoners — Fate of La Force — Anecdotes of Stobo and Van 
Braam.' 

Eablt in August Washington rejoined his regiment, which 
had arrived at Alexandria by the way of Winchester. 
Letters from Governor Dinwiddie urged him to recruit it 
to the former number of three hundred men, and join 
Colonel Innes at Wills' Creek, where that officer was sta- 
tioned with Mackay's independent company of South 
Carolineans, and two independent companies from New 
York ; and had been employed in erecting a work to serve 
as a frontier post and rallying point ; which work received 
the name of Fort Cumberland, in honour of the Duke of 
Chunberland, captain-general of the British army. 
In the mean time the French, elated by their recent 

b2 
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triumph, and thinking no danger ai hond, pelaxed their 
▼igilance at Fort Duqiiesne. ^obo, who* wa& a kind of 
prisoner at large there, found means to send a letter se- 
cretly hj an Indian, dated Jnly 28, and directed to the 
Gommander of the English troops. It was accompanied 
hy a- plan of the fort* " There are two hundred men here," 
writes he, ** and two hundred expected ; the rest have 
gone off in detachments to the amount of one thousand, 
besides Indians. None lodge in the fort but ContreccBur 
and the guard, consisting of forty men and five officers ; 
the rest lodge in bark cabins around the fort. The Indians 
have access day and night, and come and go when they 
please. If one hundred trusty Shawnees, Mingoes, and 
Delawares were picked out, they might surprise the fort, 
lodging themselves under the palisades by day, and at 
night secure the guard with their tomahawks, shut the 
f ally-gate, and the fort is ours." 

One part of Stobo's letter shows that he was not the 
coward that some- had considered him. Alluding to the dan- 
ger in which he and Van Braam, his fellow-hostage, might 
be involved, he says," Consider the good of the expedition 
without regard to us. When we engaged to serve the 
coimtry it waa expected we were to do it with our lives. 
For my part, I would die a hundred deaths to have the 
pleasure of possessing this fort but one day. They are so 
rain of their success at the Meadows, it is worse than 
death to hear them. Haste to strike."' 

The Indian messenger carried the letter to Aughquick, 
and delivered it into the hands of George Croghan. The 
Indian chiefe who were with him insisted upon his opening 
it. He did so, but on finding the tenor of it, transmitted 
it to the Governor of Pennsylvania. The secret infiirma- 
tion communicated by Stobo, may have been the cause cf a 
project suddenly conceived by Governor Dinwiddle, of a 
detachment which, by a forced march across the moun- 
tains, might descend upon the French and take Fort 
Duquesne at a single blow ; or, failing that, might build a 
rival fort in its vicinity. He accordingliy wrote to Wash- 
ington to march forthwith for Wills' Creek, with such 

^ HaaEBrd*8 Regisber of F^n., vol. rr., p. 32^. 
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eompanies as were oom'pleie, leaving orders with the offi- 
cers to follow as soon as they should have enlisted men 
sufficient to make wp their companies. '' The season of 
the year," added he, '• calls for despatch. I depend upon 
your usual diligence and spirit to encourage your people to 
be active on this occasion. * 

The ignorance of Dinwiddie in military affairs, and his 
want of forecast, led him perpetually into blunders. 
Washington saw the rashness of an attempt to dispossess 
the French with a force so inferior that it could be ha- 
rassed and driven from place to place at their pleasure. 
Before the troops could be collected, and munitions of war 
provided, the season would be too far advanced. There 
would be no forage for the horses ; the streams would be 
BwoUen and unfordable ; the mountains rendered impass- 
able by snow, and frost, and slippery roads. The men, 
too, unused to campaigning on the frontier, would not be 
able to endure a winter in the wilderness, with no better 
shelter than a tent : especially in their present condition, 
destitute of almost everything. Such are a few of the 
cogent reasons urged by Washington in a letter to his 
friend William Fairfax, then in the House of Burgesses, 
which, no doubt, was shown to Governor Dinwiddie, and 
probably had an effect in causing the rash project to be 
abandoned. 

The governor, in truth, was sorely perplexed about this 
time, by contradictions and cross-purposes, both in mili- 
tary and civil affairs. A body of three hundred and fifty 
North Carolina troops had been enlisted at high pay, and 
were to form the chief reinforcement of Colonel Innes at 
Wills' Creek. By the time they reached Winchester, 
however, the provincial military chest was exhausrted, and 
future pay seemed uncertain ; whereupon they refused to 
serve any longer, disbanded themselves tumaltuously, and 
set off for their homes without taking leave. 

The governor found the House of Burgesses equally 
unmanageable. His demands for supplies were resisted 
on what he considered presumptuous pretexts ; or granted 
sparingly, under mortifying restrictions. His high Tory 
notions were outraged by such republican conduct. 
"There appears to me,^' said he« *'aii infatuation in all 
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the assemblies in this part of the world.'' In a letter to 
the Board of Trade, he declared that the only way effectu- 
ally to check the progress of the French, wonld be an act 
of parliament requiring the colonies to contribute to the 
common canse, irdependenHy of assemblies ; and in another, to 
the Secretary of State, he urged the policy of compelling 
the colonies to their duty to the king by a general poll- 
tax of two and sixpence a head. The worthy governor 
would have made a fitting ooimsellor for the Stuart dy- 
nasty. Subsequent events have shown how little lus 
policy was suited to compete with the dawning republi- 
canism of America. 

In the month of October ^q House of Burgesses made a 
grant of twenty thousand pounds for the public service ; 
and ten thousand more were sent out from England, be- 
sides a supply of firearms. The governor now applied 
himself to military matters with renewed spirit ; increased 
the actual force to ten companies ; and, as there had been 
difficulties among ihe different kinds of troops with regard 
to precedence, he reduced them all to independent com- 
panies, so that there would be no officer in a Virginia 
regiment above the rank of captain. 

This shrewd measure, upon which Dinwiddie secretly 
prided himself as calculated to put an end to the difficulties 
in question, immediately drove Washington out of the ser- 
vice, considering it derogatory to his character to accept a 
lower commission than that under which his conduct had 
gained him a vote of thanks from the legislature. 

Governor Sharpe, of Maryland, appointed by the king 
commander-in-chief of all the forces engaged against the 
French, sought to secure his valuable services, and autho- 
rized Colonel Fitzhugh, whom he had placed in temporary 
command of the aimy, to write to him to ihat effect. The 
reply of Washington (15 Nov.) is full of dignity and spirit, 
and shows how deeply he felt his military degradation. 

** You make mention," says he, ** of my continuing in 
the service and retaining my coloners commission. This 
idea has filled me with surprise ; for if you think me 
capable of holding a commission that has neither rank nor 
emolument annexed to it, you must maintain a very con- 
temptible opinion of my weakness, and believe mo more 
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empty than the commission itself." After intimating a 
suspicion that the project of reducing the regiment into 
independent companies, and thereby throwing out the 
higher officers, was ** generated and hatched at Wills' 
Creek," — in other words, was an expedient of Governor 
Dinwiddie, instead of being a peremptory order from 
England, he adds, ** Ingenuous treatment and plain deal- 
ing I at least expected. It is to be hoped the project will 
answer ; it shall meet with my acquiescence in everything 
except personal services. I herewith inclose Governor 
Sharpe*s letter, which I beg you will return to him with 
my acknowledgments for the favour he intended me. As- 
sure him, sir, as you truly may, of my reluctance to quit 
the service, and of the pleasure I should have received in 
attending his fortunes. Inform him, also, that it was to 
obey the call of honour and the advice of my friends 
that I declined it, and not to gratify any desire I had to 
leave the military line. My feelings are strongly bent to 
arms." 

Even had Washington hesitated to take this step, it 
would have been forced upon him by a further regulation 
of government, in the course of the ensuing winter, settling 
the rank of officers of his Majesty's forces when joined or 
serving with the provincial forces in North America, 
" which directed that all such as were commissioned by 
the king, or by his general commander in-chief in North 
America, should take rank of all officers commissioned by 
the governors of the respective provinces. And further, 
that the general and field officers ol the provincial troops 
should have no rank when serving with the general and 
field officers commissioned by the Crown ; but that all 
captains and other inferior officers of the royal troops 
should take rank over provincial officers of the same grade, 
having older commissions." 

These regulations, originating in that supercilious as- 
sumption of superiority which sometimes ovemms and 
degrades true British pride, would have been spumed by 
Washington, as insulting to the character and conduct of 
his high-minded brethren of the colonies. How much did 
this open disparagement of colonial honour and under- 
standing, contribute to wean from England the afifection 
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of her American subjects, and prepare tlie way for their 
ultimate assertion of independence ! 

Another cause of vexation to Washington was liie refusal 
of Governor Dinwiddie to give up the French prisoners, 
taken in the aifair of De Jumonville, in fulfilment of the 
articles of capitulation. His plea was, that since the 
capitulation, the French had taken several British subjects, 
and sent them prisoners to Canada ; he considered himself 
justifiable in detaining those Frenchmen which he had in 
his custody. He sent a flag of truce, however, offering to 
return the officer Drouillon, and the two cadets, in exchange 
for Captains Stobo and Van Braam, whom the French held as 
hostages ; but his offer was treated with merited disregard. 
Washington felt deeply mortified by this obtuseness of the 
governor on a point of military punctilio and honourable 
fiiith, but his remonstrances were unavailing. 

The French prisoners were clothed and maintained at 
the public expense, and Drouillon and the cadets were 
allowed to go at large; the private soldiers were kept in 
confinement. La Force, also, not having acted in a 
military capacity, and having offended against the peace 
and security of the frontier, by his intrigues among the 
Indians, was kept in close durance. Washington, who 
knew nothing of this, was shocked on visiting Williams- 
burg, to learn that La Force was in prison. He expos- 
tulated with the governor on the subject, but without 
effect ; Dinwiddie waa at all times pertinacious, but par- 
ticularly so when he felt himself to be a little in the 
wrong. 

As we shall have no further occasion to mention La 
Force, in connection with the subject of this work, we will 
anticipate a page of his fortunes. After remaining two 
years in confinement he succeeded in breaking out of 
prison, and escaping into the countay. An alaim ma 
given, and circulated far and wide, for such was the 
opinion of his personal strength, desperate courage, wily 
cunning, and great influence over the Indians, that the 
most mischievous results were apprehended should he 
regain the frontier. In the mean time he was wandering 
about the country, ignorant of the roads, and fearing to 
anake inquiries, lest lus foreign tongue should betray ^m. 
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He reached King and Queen Court House, about thirty 
miles from Williamsburg, when a countryman was struck 
with his foreign air and aspect. La Force ventured to 
put a question as to the distance and direction of Fort 
Duquesne, and his broken English convinced the country- 
man of his being the French prisoner, whose escape had 
been noised about the country. Watching an opportunity 
he seized him, and regardless of offers of great bribes, con- 
ducted him hsLok to the prison of Williamsburg, where he 
vras secured with double irons, and chained to the floor of 
Iiis dungeon. 

The refusal of Governor Dinwiddie to ful£l the article 
of the capitulation respecting the prisoners, and the 
rigorous treatment of La Force, operated hardly upon the 
hostages, Stobo and Van Braam, who, in retaliation, were 
confined in prison in Quebec, though otherwise treated 
with kindness. They, also, by extraordinaiy efforts, suc- 
ceeded in breaking prison, but found it more difficult to 
evade the sentries of a fortified place. Stobo managed to 
escape into the countiy; but the luckless Van Braam 
sought concealment under an arch of a causeway leading 
from the fortress. Here he remained until nearly ex- 
hausted by hunger. Seeing the Governor of Canada passing 
hy, and despairing of being able to effect his escape, he 
came forth from his hiding place, and surrendered himself, 
invoking his clemency. He was remanded to prison, but 
ej^erienced no additional severity. He was subsequently 
shipped by the governor from Quebec to England, and 
never returned to Virginia. It is this treatment of Van 
Braam, more than anything else, which convinces us that 
the suspicion of his being in collusion with the French in re- 
gard to the misinterpretation of the articles of capitulation, 
was groundless. He was simply a blunderer. 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

Return to Quiet Life — ^French and English prepare for Hostilities — 
Plan of a Campaign— General Braddock — His Character — Sir John 
St. Clair Quartermaster- General — His Tour of Inspection — Projected 
Koads — AiTival of Braddock — Military Consultations and Plans — 
Commodore Eeppel and his Seamen — Ships and Troops at Alex- 
andria—Excitement of Washington — Invited to join the Staff of 
Braddock — A Mother's Objections — Washington at Alexandria — 
Grand Council of Governors— Military Arrangements — Colonel Wil- 
liam Johnson — Sir John St. Clair at Fort Cumberland — His Explo- 
sions of Wrath — Their Effects — Indians to be enlisted — Captain 
Jack and his Band of Bush-beaters. 

Having resigned his commission, and disengaged himself 
from public affairs, Washington's first care was to visit his 
mother, inquire into the state of domestic concerns, and 
attend to the welfare of his brothers and sisters. In these 
matters he was ever his mother's adjunct and counsellor, 
discharging faithfnlly the duties of an eldest son, who 
should consider himself a second father to the family. 

He now took up his abode at Mount Vernon, and pre- 
pared to engage in those agricultural pursuits, for which, 
even in his youthful days, he had as keen a relish as for 
tbe profession of arms. Scarcely had he entered upon his 
rural occupations, however, when the service of his country 
once more called him to the field. 

The disastrous affair at the Great Meadows, and the 
other acts of French hostility on the Ohio, had roused the 
attention of the British ministry. Their ambassador at 
Paris was instructed to complain of those violations of the 
peace. The Court of Versailles amused him with general 
assurances of amity, and a strict adherence to treaties. 
Their ambassador at the Court of St. James, the Marquis 
de Mirepoix, on the faith of his instructions, gave the same 
assurances. In the mean time, however, French ships 
were fitted out, and troops embarked to carry out the 
schemes of the government in America. So profound was 
the dissimulation of the Court of Versailles, that even their 
own ambassador is said to have been kept in ignorance of 
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tiheir real designs, and of the hostile game they were 
playing, while he was exerting himself in good faith, to 
lull the suspicions of England, and maintain the inter* 
national peace. When his eyes, however, were opened, 
he returned indignantly to France, and upbraided the 
cabinet with the duplicity of which he had been made the 
unconscious instmment. 

The British government now prepared for military 
operations in America ; none of them professedly aggres- 
sive, but rather to resist and counteract aggressions. A 
plan of campaign was devised for 1755, having four 
objects. 

To eject the French from lands which they held unjustly, 
in the province of Nova Scotia. 

To dislodge them from a fortress which they had erected 
at Crown Point, on Lake Champlain, within what was 
claimed as British territory. 

To dispossess them of the fort which they had constructed 
at Niagara, between Lake Ontario and Lake Erie. 

To drive them from the frontiers of Pennsylvania and 
Virginia, and recover the valley of the Ohio. 

The Duke of Cumberland, captain-general of the British 
army, had the organization of this campaign ; and through 
his patronage, Major-general Edward Braddock was in- 
trusted with the execution of it, being appointed gene- 
ralissimo of all the forces in the colonies. 

Braddock was a veteran in service, and had been up- 
wards of forty years in the guards, that school of exaict 
discipline and technical punctilio. Cumberland, who held 
a commission in the guards, and was bigoted to its routine, 
may have considered Braddock fitted, by his skill and 
preciseness as a tacticiaii, for a command in a new country, 
inexperienced in military science, to bring its raw levies 
into order, and to settle those questions of rank and 
etiquette apt to arise where regular and provincial troops 
are to act together. 

The result proved the error of such an opinion. Braddock 
was a brave and experienced officer ; but his experience 
was that of routine, and rendered him pragmatical and 
obstinate, impatient of novel expedients ** not laid down 
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in the books," h\A dictated hj emergeacies in a *' nev 
ooiintry," and his military precision, which would have 
been brilliant on parade, was a constant obstacle to alert 
•action in the wildemeBs/ 

Braddock was to lead in person the grand enterprise of 
the campaign, that destined for the frontiers of Virginia 
and Pennsyl\ania ; it was the enterprise in whio]i Wash- 
ington became enlisted, and, therefore, claims our especial 
attention. 

Prior to the arrival of Braddock, came out from England 
Lieutenan1>^olonel Sir John St. Glair, deputy quarter- 
master-general. Eager to make himself acquainted with the 
field of operations, he made a tour of inspection, in com- 
pany with Governor Sharpe, of Maryland, and appears to 
have been dismayed at sight of the impracticable wilder- 
ness, the region of Washington's campaign. From Fort 
Cumberland, he vn-ote in February to Governor Morris, of 
Pennsylvania, to have the road cut, or repaired, toward 
the head of the river Youhiogany, and another opened from 
Philadelphia for the transportation of supplies. " No 
general, writes he, " will advance with an army witiioiit 
having a communication open to the provinces in his rear, 
both for the security of retreat, and to facilitate the tranfl- 

^ Horace Walpole, in his letters, relates some anecdotes of Braddock 
which give a familiar picture of him in the fashionable life in which he 
had mingled in London, and are of value, as letting us into the private 
character of a man whose name has become proverbial in American 
history. "Braddock," says Walpole, " is a very Iroquois in dispe- 
sition. He had a sister, who, having gamed away all her little fortune 
at Bath, hanged herself with a truly English deliberation, leaving a 
note on the table with these lines: "* To die is landing on some silent 
shore,* &c. When Braddock was told of it, he only said: * Poor 
Fanny ! I always thought she would play till she would be forced to 
tuck nerself up.* " 

Braddock himself had been somewhat of a spendthrift. He wtf 
touchy also, and punctilious. " He once had a duel," says Walpole, 
" with Colonel Glumley, Lady Bath's brother, who haidl^een his great 
friend. As they were going to engage, Glumley, who had good humour 
and wit (Braddock had the latter) said: 'Braiddock, you are a poor 
dog! here, take my purse, if you kill me you will be forced to run 
away, and then you will not have a shilling to support you.* Braddock 
refused the purse, insisted on the duel, was disarmed, and would not 
«ven ask for his life." 
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port of proTisions, the siipplying of whieb. must greallj 
depend on your pirovinco." * 

unfortunately the governor of Pennsylvania had no 
moiiey at his command, and was obliged,, for expenses, to 
apply to hffi Assembly,, '^a set of men," writes he, ** quite 
unacquainted with every kind of military service, and ex- 
ceedingly unwilling to part with money on any terms.** 
However^ by dint of exertions, he procured the appoint- 
ment of commissioners to explore the country, and survey 
and lay out the roads requiied. At the head of the com- 
mission was Georg)B Croghan, the Indian trader, whose 
mission to the Twightwees we have already spoken of. 
Times had gone hard with Croghan. The French had 
seized great quantities of his goods. The Indians, with 
whom he traded, had failed to pay their debts, and he had 
become a bankrupt. Bemg an efficient agent on the fion- 
tier, and among the Indians, be still enjoyed the patronage 
of the Pennsylvania government. 

When Sir John St. Clair had finished his tour of inspec- 
tion, he descended Wills' Creek and the Potomac for twa 
hundred miles in a canoe to Annapolis, and repaired to 
Yirginia to meet General Braddock. The latter had landed 
on the 20th of February at Hampton, in Viiginia, and pro- 
ceeded to Williamfebui^ to consult wiih Governor l)in- 
widdie. Shortly afterwards he was joined there by Com- 
modore Keppel, whose squadron of two feh:ps-of-war, and 
several transports, had anchored in the CheKapeako. On 
board of these ships were two prime regiments of about 
five huaadred men each ; one commanded by Sir Peter 
Halket,, the other by Colonel Dunbar ; together wilh a 
train of artillery, and Ihe nececsary munitions of war. 
The regiments were to be augmented to seven hundred 
men each by men selected by Sir John St. Clair from Vir- 
ginia companies recently raised. 

Alexandria was fixed upon as the place whei e the troops 
should disembark and encamp. The ships were accord- 
ingly ordered up to that place, and the levies directed to 
repair thither. 

The plan of the campaign included the use of Indian 

' Colonial RecoTds^ toL vi., p. 300. 
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allies. Governor Dinwiddie liad already sent Mr. Gist^ 
son of the pioneer, Washington's guide in 1763, to engage 
the Cherokees and Catawbas, the bravest of the Southern 
tribes, whom he had no doubt would take up the hatchet 
for the English, peace being first concluded, through the 
mediation of his government, between them and the Six 
Illations ; and he gave Braddock reason to expect at least 
four hundred Indians to join him at Fort Cumberland. He 
laid before him also contracts that he had made for cattle, 
and promises that the Assembly of Pennsylvania had made 
of flour ; these, with other supplies, and a thousand barrels 
of beef on board of the transports, would furnish six 
months' provisions for iour thousand men. 

General Braddock apprehended diificulty in procuring 
waggons and horses sufficient to attend him in lus march. 
Sir J ohn St. Clair, in the course of his tour of inspection, 
had met with two Dutch settlers, at the foot of the Blue 
Ridge, who engaged to furnish two hundred waggons, and 
fifteen hundred carrying horses, to be at Fort Ciunberland 
early in May. 

Governor Sharpe was to furnish above a hundred waggons 
for the transportation of stores, on the Maryland side of 
the Potomac. 

Keppol furnished four cannons from his ships, for the 
attack on Fort Duquesne, and thirty picked seamen to 
assist in dragging them over the mountaingf ; for ** soldiers," 
said he, ^* cannot be as well acquainted with the nature of 
purchases, and making use of tackles, as seamen." They 
were to aid also in passing the troops and artillerj'^ on floats 
or in boats, across the rivers, and were under the command 
of a midshipman and lieutenant.^ 

** Everything," writes Captain Kobert Orme, one of the 
general's aides-de-camp, ** seemed to promis^^^e so far the 
greatest success. The transports were all arrived safe, and 
the men in health. Provisions, Indians, caiiiages, and 
horses, were already provided ; at least were to be esteemed 
so, considering the authorities on which they were promised 
to the general." 

Trusting to these arrangements, Braddock proceeded to 

* Keppel's Life of Keppel, p. 205, 
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Alexandria. The troops had all been disembarked before 
his arrival, and the Virginia levies selected by Sir John 
St. Clair, to join the regiments of regulars, were arrived. 
There were beside two companies of hatchet men, or car- 
penters ; six of rangers ; and one troop of light horse. 
The levies, having been clothed, were ordered to march 
immediately for Winchester, to be armed, and the general 
gave them in charge of an ensign of the 44th, '* to make 
tiiem as like soldiers as possible."* The light horse were 
retained by the general as his escort and body guard. 

The din and stir of warlike preparation disturbed the 
quiet of Mount Vernon. Washington looked down from 
his rural retreat upon the ships of war and transports, as 
they passed up the Potomac, with the array of anas gleam- 
ing along their decks. The booming of cannon echoed 
among his groves. Alexandria was but a few miles distant. 
Occasionally he mounted his horse and rode to that place ; 
it was like a garrisoned town, teeming with troops, and 
resounding with the drum and fife. A brilliant campaign 
was about to open under the auspices of an experienced 
general, and with all the means and appurtenances of 
European warfare. How different from the starveling 
expeditions he had hitherto been doomed to conduct. 
What an opportunity to efface the memory of his recent 
disaster. All his thoughts of rural life were put to flight. 
The military part of his character was again in the ascend- 
ant; his great desire was to join the expedition as a 
volunteer. 

It was reported to General Braddock. ' The latter was 
apprised by Governor Dinwiddie and others, of Wash- 
ington's personal merits, his knowledge of the coimtry, 
and his experience in frontier service. The consequence 
was, a letter from Captain Eobert Orme, one of Braddock's 
aides-de-camp, written by the general's order, inviting 
Washington to join his staff; the letter concluded with 
frank and cordial expressions of esteem on the part of Orme, 
which were warmly reciprocated, and laid the foundation 
of a soldierlike friendship between them. 

A volunteer situation on the staff of General Braddock 

* Orme*8 Journal. 
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offered no emolument Bor command, «nd wcrali be attended 
with considerable expense, beside a sacrifice of his private 
interests, having no person in whom ha had confidence^ 
to take charge of his affairs in his absence ; stiH he did not 
hesitate a moment to accept the invitation. In the position 
offered to him, all the questions of military rank which 
had hitherto annoyed him, would be obviated. He eomld 
indulge his passion for arms without any sacrifice of dignity^ 
and he looked forward with high anticipation to an 
opportunity of acquiring military experience in a corps 
well organized and thoroughly discipiLined,. and in the 
family of a commajider of acknowledged fdrill as a taeti- 
cian. 

His mother heard with concern of another projected 
expedition into the wilderness. Hurryiz^ to Mount 
Yemon, she entreated him not again to expose himself to 
the hardships and perils of these frontier campaigns*. She 
doubtless felt the value of his presence at home, to mani^ 
and protect tho complicated interests of the domesftie con* 
nection, and had watched with solicitude over his adrven* 
turous campaigning, where so much family wel&re was at 
hazard. However much a mother *s pride may have heeaa. 
gi*at!fied by his early advancement and renown, she had 
rejoiced on his return to the safer walks of peacefol life. 
She was thoroughly practical and prosaic in her notions ; 
and not to be dazzled by military glpry. The passion for 
arms which mingled with the more sober elements of 
Washington's character, would seem to have been inheirited 
from his father s side of the house ; it was^ in fact, the old 
chivalrous spirit of the De Wessyngtons. 

His mother had once prevented him from entering the 
navy, when a gallant frigate was at hand, anchored in the 
waters of the Potomac : with all his deference for her. which 
he retained through life, he could not resist the appeal to 
his martial sympathies, which called him to the he^ quar- 
ters of General Braddock at Alexandria. 

His arrival was hailed by his young associattes. Captains 
Orme and Morris, the generaFs addes-de-camp, who at once 
received him into frank companionship, and a cordial 
intimacy commenced between them, that continued through- 
out the campaign. 
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He experieivced a coiLrt9ou9 reoepUoiL from the general, 
who expressed in flattering terms the impression be had 
received of his merits, Washington soon appreciated the 
character of the general. He fbimd him stately and some- 
what haughty, exact in matters of military etiquette and 
discipline, positive in giving an opinion, and obstinate in 
maintaining it; but of an honour^le and generous, though 
somewhat irritable nature. 

There were at that tim/e four governors, beside Din* 
widdie, assembled at Alexandria, at Braddook's request, to 
concert a plan of military operations ; Governor Shirley, of 
Massachusetts; Lieutenant-governor Delancey, of !New 
York; Lieutenant-governor Sharpe, of Maryland; Lieu*- 
tenant-governor Morris, of Pennsylvania. Washington 
was presented to them in a manner that showed how weU 
his merits were already appreciated. Shirley seems par- 
ticularly to have struck him as the model of a gentleman 
and statesman. He was originally a lawyer, and had 
risen not mor^ by his talents, than by his implicit devotion 
to tbQ crown. HiA sou Willam was military secretary to 
Braddock. 

A grand council was held on the 14th of April, com- 
posed of General Braddock, Commodore Keppel, and the 
governors, at whicb the general's commission was read, as 
were his instructions from tlie king, relating to a common 
fund, to be established by the several colonies, towards 
defraying the expenses of the campaign. 

Tb© governors were prepared to answer on this bead, 
letters to the same purport having been addressed to them 
by Sir Thomas Eooinson, one of the king's secretaries of 
state, in the preceding mcmth of October. They informed 
Braddock that they had applied to their respective Assem- 
blies for the establishment of such a fund, but in vain, and 
gave it as their unanimous opinion, that such a fand could 
nev^* be established in the colonies without the aid of 
Parliament. They had found it impracticable, also, to 
obtain from their respective governments the prc^ortions 
expected from them by tbe crown, toward military expenses 
in America ; and suggested that ministers should And out 
some mode of compelling them to do it ; and that, in the 
mean time, the general should make use of his credit upon 
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government, for current expenses, lest the expedition 
should come to a stand.^ 

In discussing the campaign, the governors were of 
opinion that New York should be made the centre of opera- 
tions, as it afforded easy access by water to the heart of 
the French possessions in Canada. Braddock, however, 
did not feel at liberty to depart from his instructions, which 
specified the recent establishments of the French on the 
Ohio as the objects of his expedition. 

Niagara and Crown Point were to be attacked about the 
same time with Fort Duquesne, the former by Governor 
Shirley, with his own and Sir William Pepperell's regi- 
ments, and some New York companies; the latter by 
Colonel William Johnson, sole manager and director of 
Indian affairs ; a personage worthy of especial note. 

He was a native of Ireland, and had come out to this 
country in 1734, to manage the landed estates owned by 
his uncle, Commodore Sir Peter WaiTen, in the Mohawk 
country. He had resided ever since in the vicinity of the 
Mohawk Eiver, in the province of New York. By his 
agency, and his dealings with the native tribes, he had 
acquired great wealth, and become a kind of potentate in 
the Indian country. His influence over the Six Nations 
was said to be unbounded ; and it was principally with the 
aid of a large force of their 'N^arriors that it was expected he 
would accomplish his part of the campaign. The end of 
June, " nearly in July," was fixed upon as the time when the 
several attacks upon Fort Duquesne, Niagara, and Crown 
Point, should be carried into execution, and Braddock 
anticipated an easy accomplishment of his plans. 

The expulsion of the French from the lands wrongfully 
held by them in Nova Scotia,' was to be assigned to Colonel 
Lawrence, Lieutenant-governor of that province ; we will 
briefly add, in anticipation, that it "was effected by him, 
with the aid of troops from Massachusetts and elsewhere, 
led by Lieutenant-colonel Monckton. 

The business of the Congress being finished. General 
Braddock would have set out for Fredericktown, in Mary- 
land, but few waggons or teams had yet come to remove 

* Colonial Records, vol. vi., p. 366. 
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the artillery. Washington had looked with wonder and 
dismay at the hnge paraphernalia of war, and the world of 
Buperflnities to be transported across the mountains, recol- 
lecting the difficulties he had experienced in getting over 
them with his nine swiyels and scanty supplies. ** If our 
march is to be regulated by the slow movements of the 
train," said he, '* it will be tedious, very tedious, indeed." 
His predictions excited a sarcastic smUe in Braddock, as 
betraying the limited notions of a young provincial officer, 
HtUe acquainted with th6 march of armies. 

In the meanwhile. Sir John St. Clair, who had returned 
to the frontier, was storming at the camp at Fort Cumber- 
land. The road required of the Pennsylvania government 
had not been commenced. George Croghan and the other 
commissioners were but just arrived in camp. Sir John, 
according to Croghan, received them in a very disagreeable 
manner ; would not look at their draughts, nor suffer any 
representations to be made to him in regard to the pro- 
Tince, '< but stormed like a lion rampant ;'' declaring that 
the want of the road and of the provisions promised by 
Pennsylvania had retarded the expedition, and might cost 
them their lives from the fresh numbers of French that 
might be poured into the country. — ** That instead of 
marching to the Ohio, he would in nine days march his 
army into Cimiberland County to cut the roads, press 
horses, waggons, &c. — That he would not suffer a soldier 
to handle an axe, but by fire and sword oblige the inha- 
bitants to do it. * * * That he would kill all kinds of 
cattle, and carry away the horses, bum the houses, &c. ; 
and that if the French defeated them, by the delays of 
Pennsylvania, he would, with his sword drawn, pass 
through the province and treat the inhabitants as a parcel 
of traitors to his master. That he would write to England 
by a man-of-war; shake Mr. Penn's proprietaryship, and 
represent Pennsylvania as a disaffected province. * * * 
He told us to go to the general, if we pleased, who would 
give us ten had words for one that he had given" 

The explosive wrath of Sir John, which was not to be 
appeased, shook the souls of the commissioners, and they 
'wrote to Governor Morris, urging that people might be set 

i2 
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at work upon the road, if the Aesembly had made p»>Tisioii 
for opening it ; and that flour might he sent without delay 
to the mouth of Ck»iocoeheagae Kiver, **aa being the onlj 
remedy left to prevent these threatened mischiefs." ' 

In reply, Mr. Biohiud Peters, Ooveraor Morris's secre- 
tary, wrote in his name : ** Get a namber of hands imma- 
diately, and further the work by all possible methods. 
Your expenses will be paid at the next sitting of Assembly. 
Do your duty, and oblige the general and quartermaster if 
possible. Finish the road that will be wanted firpt, and 
then proceed to any other that may be thought neoes- 
•My." 

An additional oommlssion, of a di&rent kind, was Ib- 
trusted to George Cretan. QoYemor Morris by letter 
requested him to Qonvene at Aughquiok, in Pennsylva&is^, 
as many warriors as possible oi the mixed tribes of the 
Ohio, distribute among them wampum belts sent for the 
purpose, and engage them to meet Gezieral Braddock wto 
on the march, and render him all the aasistanqe in their 
power. 

In reply, Croghan engaged to enlist <i stroi^g body of 
Indians, being sure of the influenee of Soarooyadi, successor 
to the half-king, and of his adjunct, White Thunder, keeper 
of the speeeh-belts.^ At the insiftnoe of governor Morris, 
Croghan secured the aerrices of another kind of force. 
This was a band of hunters, resolute pien, well acquainted 
with the country, and inured to hardships. They were 
under the command of Captain Jack, one of the most 
remarkable diaracters of Pennsylvania; a complete hero of 
the wilderness. He had be^ for n^ai^y years a captive 
among the Indians ; and, having let^mt their ways, had 
formed this afisooiation fen: th^ protection of the settlements, 
receiving a comnoision of captain £rom the Governor of 
Pennsylvania. The band had become favaous for its 
exploits, and was a terror to the Indiaps^ Captain Jack 
was at present protecting the settlements on the Conococ- 
heague ; but promised to march by a circuitous route and 
join Braddock with his hunters. " They require no shelter 

• Colonial Records, toI. vi., p. 368. ' Ibid., p. 3f fi. 



1755.} • CAPtAiN JAO^. 11 r 

for the night," writes Croghan ; " tihey ask no pay. If the 
whoJe army was composed of such men, there would be no 
cause of apprehension; I shall be with them in time for 
d«ty." 8 

* Haoard's Register of Penn., vdl. iv., p. 416. 



MOTH. 

1%ie fbllo'wfug detract o^ a letter, dated August, 1750, gives one of 
the stories relative to this individual: — 

**The 'Bladk flunter,* the 'Black Rifle/ the 'MUd Hunter <rf 
Jimiata/ iff a white man; his history is this:-^He entered the wood« 
with a few enterprising companions; built his cabin; cleared a Httle 
l&iid, wd anxused bimself with the pleasures of fishing and hunting. 
He felt happy, for ihffa he had not a caare. But on an evemng, when 
he nturoed ttom a day of sport, he found his cabin burnt, his wifs 
And children murdered. From that moment he forsakes dviliBsd 
ifitii; buntd out caves, in which he Uvea; protects the frontier inha* 
bitants &om the Indiana; and seizes every opportunity of revenge that 
offers. He lives the terror of the Indians and the consolation of the 
wfaiies. 6n one occasion, near Juniata, in the middle of a dark night, 
a family wece suddenly awaked from sleep by the report of a gun; 
they jump from their huts, and by the glinmiering light ftom the 
ehimney saw an Indian fall to rise no more. The open door expoBe4 
to view the wild hunter. ' I have saved your hves,' he cried, then 
turned and was buried in the gloom of night." — Hazard^s Begisier of 
-Pesa^ vol* iv., 3g9. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

WaBhington proclaimed Aide-de-Camp — Disappointments at Frederick* 
town — Benjamin Franklin and Braddock — Contracts — Departure for 
Wills' Creek — Rough Roads — ^The General in his Chariot-— Camp at 
' Fort Cumberland— Hugh Mercer — Dr. Craik — Military Tactics — 
Camp Rules — Secretary Peters — Indians in Camp— Indian Beauties — 
The Princess Bright Lightning — Errand to Williamsburg — Brad- 
dock's opinion of Contractors and Indians — ^ArriTal of Conyeyances. 

General Braddock set out from Alexandria on the 20th of 
April. Washington remained behind a few days to arrange 
his affairs, and then rejoined him at Fredericktown, in 
Maryland, where, on the 10th of May, he was proclaimed 
one of the general's aides-de-camp. The troubles of Brad- 
dock had already commenced. The Virginian contractors 
&iled to fiilQl their engagements; of all the immense 
means of transportation so confidently promised, but fifteen 
ws^gons and a hundred draft-horses had arrived, and there 
was no prospect of more* There was equal disappointment 
in provisions, both as to quantity and quality ; and he had 
to send round the country to buy cattle for ^e subsistence 
of the troops. 

Fortimately, while the general was venting his spleen 
in anathemas against army contractors, Benjamin Franklin 
arrived at Fredericktown. That eminent man, then about 
forty-nine years of age, had been for many years member 
of ihe Pennsylvania Assembly, and was now postmaster- 
general for America. The Assembly understood that Brad- 
dock was incensed against them, supposing them adverse 
to the service of the war. They had procured Franklin to 
wait upon him, not as if sent by them, but as if he came in 
his capacity of postmaster-general, to arrange for the sure 
and speedy transmission of despatches between the com- 
mander-in-cUef and the goTemo^ of the provinces. 

He was well received, and became a daily guest at the 
general's table. In his autobiography, he gives us an 
instance of the blind confidence and fetal prejudices by 
which Braddock was deluded throughout this expedition. 
** In conversation with him one day," writes Franklin, 
** he was giving me some account of his intended progress. 
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* After taking Fort Duquesne,' said he, ' I am to proceed. 
to Niagara ; and, having taken that, to Frontenac, if the 
season will allow time ; and I suppose it will, for Duquesne 
can hardly detain me above three or four days : and then I 
can see nothing that can obstruct my march to Niagara.' 

"Having before revolved in my mind," continues Frank- 
lin, " the long line his army must make in their march by 
a very narrow road, to be cut for them through the woodis 
and bushes, and also what I had heard of a former defeat 
of fifteen hundred French, who invaded the Illinois coun- 
try, I had conceived some doubts and some fears for the 
event of the campaign ; but 1 ventured only to say, * To 
be sure, sir, if you arrive well before Duquesne with these 
fine troops, so well provided with artillery, the fort, though 
completely fortified, and assisted with a very strong garri- 
son, can probably make but a short resistance. The only 
danger I apprehend of obstruction to your march, is from 
the ambuscades of the Indians, who, by constant practice, 
are dexterous in laying and executing them; and the 
slender line, nearly four miles long, which your army 
must make, may expose it to be attacked by surprise on its 
flanks, and to be cut like thread into several pieces, which, 
from their distance, cannot come up in time to support one 
another.' 

" He smiled at my ignorance, and replied : * These 
savages may indeed be a formidable enemy to raw American 
nulitia, but upon the king's regular and disciplined troops, 
sir, it is impossible they should make any impression/ I 
was conscious of an impropriety in my disputing with a 
ittilitary man in matters of his profession, and said no 
more." ^ 

As the whole delay of the army was caused by the want 
of conveyances, Franklin observed one day to the general 
tibat it was a pity the troops had not been landed in 
^Pennsylvania, where almost every farmer had his waggon. 
"Then, sir," replied Braddock, "you who are a man of 
interest there can probably procure them for me, and I 
^g you will." Franklin consented. An instrument in 
writing was drawn up, empowering him to contract for 

* Autobiography of Franklin. Sparks' Edition, p. 190. 
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one hundred and fifty waggons, wiA fbto: horses to each 
waggon, and fifteen hundred saddle or paekhorses for the 
[Service of his majesty's forces, to be at Wills' Creek on or 
before the 20th of May, and he promptly departed for Lan- 
caster to execute the commission. 

After hi» departure, Braddock, attended by his stafT, and 
his guard of tight horse, set off" for Wills' Creek by the 
way of Winchester, the road along the north side of the 
Potomac not being yet made. " This gare him," writes 
Washington, " a good opportunity to see the absurdity of 
the route, and of damning it very heartily." * 

Three of Washington's horses were kiiocked up before 
they reached Winchester, and he had to purchase others. 
This was a severe drain of his campaigning purse; for- 
tunately he was in the neighbourhood of Green way Court, 
and was enabled to replenish it by a loan from his old 
friend Lord Fairfax. 

The discomforts of the rough road wer6 increased with 
the general by his travelling with some degree of state in 
a chariot which he had purchased of Governor Sharpe. 
In this he dashed by Dunbar's division of the troops, 
which he overtook near Wills* Creek ; his body-guard of 
light horse galloping on each side of his chariot, and his 
staflF accompanying him, the drums beating the Grenadier's 
march as he passed. In this style, too, he arrived at Fort 
Cumberland, amid a thundering salute of seventeen guns." 

By this time the general discovered that he was not in a 
region fitted for such display, and his travelling chariot 
was abandoned at Fort Cumberland, otherwise it would 
soon have become a wreck among the mountains beyond. 

By the 19th of May the forces were assembled at Fort 
Cumberland. The two toyal regiments, originally one 
thousand strong, now increased to fourteen handled by 
men chosen from the Maryland and Virginia levies : two 
provincial companies of carpenters, or pioneers, thirty 
men each, with subalterns and captains; a company of 
guides, composed of a captain, two aids, and ten men; 
the troop of Virginia light horse, commanded by Captain 

' Draft of a letter, among Washington's papers^ addressed to Major 
John Carlyle. 
' JourAal of the Seamen's detachment. 
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Stewart; the detachnient of thirty sailors, with their 
offioers ; and the remnants of two independent companies 
from New York, one of which was commanded by Captain 
Horatio QatdB, of whom we shall have to speak much here- 
after in the course of this biography. 

Another person in camp, of subsequent notoriety, and 
who became a warm fiiend of Washington, was Dr. Hugh 
Mercer, a Scotchman, about thirty-liree years of age. 
About ten years previously he had served as assistant- 
siorgeou in the forces of Charles Edward, and followed his 
standard to the disastrous field of Culloden. After the 
defeat of the " chevalier," Mercer had escaped, by the way 
of Inverness, to America, and taken up his residence in 
Yirginia. He was now with the Virginia troops, rallying 
tinder the standard of the House of Hanover, in an expe- 
dition led by a general who had aided to drive the chevalier 
from Scotland.^ 

Ano1±fer young Scotchman in the camp was Br. James 
Craik, who had become strongly attached to Washington, 
being about the same age, and having been with him in 
the. affair of the Great Meadows, serving as surgeon in the 
Virginia regiment, to which he stDl belonged. 

At Fort Cumberlasnd Washington had an opportunity of 
seeing a force encamped according to the plan approved of 
by the council of war, and military tactics enforced witii 
aU the precision of a martinet. 

The roll of each company was called over morning, 
noon, and night. There was strict examination of arms 
and accoutrements, the commanding officer of each com- 
pany being answerable for their being kept in good order. 

The general was very particular in regard to the appear- 
ance and drill of the Virginia recruits and companies, whom 
he had put under the rigorous discipline of Ensign Allen. 
** They performed their evolutions and firings as well as 
could be expected," writes Captain Orme, " but their 
languid, spiritless, and unsoldier-like appearance, consi- 
dered with the lowness and ignorance of most of their 
officers, gave little hopes of their future good behaviour."* 

* Braddock had been an officer under the Duke of Cumberland in 
his campaign against Ciutfldt Edward. 
^ Orme*B i^oimial. 
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He doubtless eclioed the opinion of tlie general* How 
completely were both to be undeceived as to their estimate 
of these troops I 

The general held a levee in his tent every morning from 
ten to eleven. He was strict as to the morals of the camp. 
Drunkenness was severely punished. A soldier convicted 
of theft was sentenced to receive one thousand lashes, and 
to be drummed out of his regiment. Part of the first part 
of the sentence was remitted. Divine service was per- 
formed every Sunday, at the head of the colours of each 
regiment, by the chaplain. There was the funeral of a 
captain who died at this encampment. A captain's guard 
marched before the corpse, the captain of it in the rear, 
the firelocks reversed, the drums beating the dead march. 
When near the grave, the gu€u:d formed two lines, facing 
jeach other, rested on their arms, muzzles downwards, and 
leaned their faces on the butts. The corpse was carried 
between them, the sword and sash on the cofi^, and the 
of&cers following two and two. After the chaplain of the 
regiment had read the service, the guard fired three 
volleys over the grave, and returned.' 

Braddock's camp, in a word, was a complete study for 
Washington during the halt at Fort Ciunberland, where 
he had an opportunity of seeing military routine in its 
strictest forms. He had a specimen, too, of convivial life 
in the camp, which the general endeavoured to maintain 
even in the wilderness, keeping a hospitable table ; for he 
is said to have been somewhat of a ban vivant, and to have 
had with him " two good cooks, who could make an excel- 
lent ragout out of a pair of boots, had they but materials 
to toss them up with."' 

There was great detention at the fort, caused by the 
want of forage and supplies, the road not having been 
finished from Philadelphia. Mr, Kichard Peters, the secre- 
tary of Governor Morris, was in camp to attend to the 
matter. He had to bear the brunt of Braddock's com- 
plaints. The general declared he would not stir from 
Wills' Creek until he had the governor's assurance that the 
road would be opened in time. Mr. Peters requested 

' Orme*s Journal. Journal of the Seamen's detachment. 
^ Preface to Winthrop Sargent's Introductory Memoir. 
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guards to protect the men, while at work, from attacks by 
tiie Indians. Braddock swore he would not furnish guards 
for the woodcutters — "let Pennsylvania do it I" He 
scoffed at the talk about danger from Indians. Peters 
endeavoured to make him sensible of the peril which 
threatened him in this respect. Should an army of them, 
led by French officers, beset him in his march, he woxdd 
not be able, with all his strength and military skill, to 
reach Fort Duquesne without a body of rangers, as well 
on foot as horseback. The general, however, " despised 
his observations."' Still, guards had ultimately to be pro* 
vided, or the work on the road would have been abandoned. 

Braddock, in fact, was completely chagrined and dis- 
appointed about the Indians. The Cherokees and Catawbas, 
whom Dinwiddle had given him reason to expect in such 
numbers, never arrived. 

George Croghan reached the camp with but about fifty 
warriors, whom he had brought from Aughquick. At the 
general's request he sent a messenger to invite the Dela- 
wares and Shawnees from the Ohio, who returned with 
two chiefs of the former tribe. Among the sachems thus 
assembled were some of Washington's former allies — 
Scarooyadi, alias Monacatoocha, successor to the half- 
king ; White Thunder, the keeper of the speech-belts ; and 
Silver Heels, so called, probably, from being swift of foot. 

Notwithstanding his secret contempt for the Indians, 
Braddock, agreeably to his instructions, treated them with 
great ceremony. A grand council was held in his tent, 
where all his officers attended. The chiefs, and all the 
warriors, came painted and decorated for war. They were 
received with military honours, the guards resting on their 
fire-arms. The general made them a speech through his 
interpreter, expressing the grief of their father, the great 
king of England, at the death of the half-king, and made 
them presents to console them. They in return promised 
their aid as guides and scouts, and declared eternal enmity 
to the French, following the declaration with the war-song, 
" making a terrible noise." 

The general, to regale and astonish them, ordered all th^ 

* Colonial Booords, vi., S96. 
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itftillery to be fired, "the drums and fifes playing and 
beating the point of war." The fSte ended by their feast- 
ing, in their own camp, on a bullock which the general 
had given them ; following up their repast by dancing the 
War-dance, round a fire, to the sonnd of their nncouth 
drunte and rattles, " making night hideous'" by howls and 
yellings. 

" I have engaged between forty and fifty Indians from 
the frontiers of your province to go over the monntainfl 
with me," writes Braddock to Governor Morris, *' and shall 
take Croghan and Montour into service." Croghan was, 
in effect, put in command of the Indians, and a -warrant 
given to him of captain. 

For a time all went well. The Indians had their sepa- 
rate camp, where they passed half the night singing, 
dancing, and howling. The British were amused by their 
strange ceremonies, their savage antics, and savage deco- 
rations. The Indians, on the other hand, loitered by day 
about the English camp, fiercelv painted and arrayed, 
gazing with silent admiration at the parade of the troops, 
their marchings and evolutions ; and delighted with tbe 
horse-races, with which the young officers recreated 
themselves. 

Unluckily the warriors had brought their fkmilies with 
them to Wills' Creek, and the women were even fonder 
than the men of loitering about the British camp. They 
Were not destitute of attractions — ^for the yotmg squaws 
resemble the gypsies, having seductive forms, small hancb^ 
and feet, and soft voices. Among those who visited the 
camp was one who no doubt passed for an Indian princess. 
She was the daughter of the sachem. White Thunder, 
and bore the dazzling name of Bright Lightning.' The 
charms of these wild-wood beauties were soon acknow- 
ledged. ** The squaws," writes Secretary Petera, *' bring 
in money plenty; the officers are scandalously fond of 
them/'** 

The jealousy of the warriors was aroused ; some of them 
became furious. To prevent discord, the squaws were for- 
bidden to come into the British camp. This did not 

* Seamen's Journal. 

^ Letter of Peten to Oor&mot If orris. 
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prevent their being sought elsiewhere. It was ultimateljr 
found necessary, for the sake of quiet, to send 3righfc 
Lightning, with all the other women and children, back to 
Aughquick. White Thunder, and several of the warriors^ 
accompanied them for their protection. 

As to the three Delaware chiefs, they returned to the 
Ohio, promising the general they would collect their war- 
riors together, and meet him on his march. They never 
kept their word. " These people are villains, and always 
side with the strongest," says a shrewd journalist of the 
expedition. 

During the halt of the troops at Wills' Creek, Washington 
had been sent to Williamsburg to bring on four thousand 
pounds for the military chest. He returned, after a fort- 
night's absence, escorted from Winchester by eight mjw, 
"which eight men," writes he, "were two days assem- 
bling, but I believe would not have been more than as 
many seconds dispersing if I had been attacked." 

He found the general out of all patience and temper at 
the delays and disappointments in regard to horses, wag- 
gons, and forage, making no aUowances for the difi^cultie^ 
incident to a new country, and to the novel and great de- 
mands upon its scanty and scattered resources. He accused 
the army contractors of want of faith, honoiir, and honesty ; 
and in his moments of passion, which were many, extended 
the stigma to the whole country. This stung the patriotic 
sensibility of Washington, and overcame his usual self- 
command, and the proud and passionate commander was 
occasionally surprised by a well-merited rebuke from his 
aide-de-camp. " We have frequent disputes on this head," 
writes Washington, ** which are maintained with warmth 
on both sides, especially on his, as he is incapable of argu- 
ing without it, or of giving up any point he asserts, be it 
ever so incompatible with reason or common sense." 

The same pertinacity w«is maintained with respect to the 
Indians. George Croghan informed Washington that the 
sachems considered themselves treated with slight, in nev^* 
being consulted in war matters. That he himself had re- 
peatedly offered the services of the warriors under his 
command as scouts and outguards, but his offers had been 
rejected. Washington ventured to interfere, and to urge 



126 LIFE OP WASHINGTON. [1755. 

their importaiioe for sticli ptirposes, especially now when 
they were approaxjhing the stronghold of the enemy. As 
usual, the general remained bigoted in his belief of tiie all- 
sufficiency of well-disciplined troops. 

Either from disgust thus caused, or from being actually 
dismissed, the warriors began to disappear from the camp. 
It is said that Colonel Innes, who was to remain in com- 
mand at Fort Cumberland, advised the dismissal of all but 
a few to serve as guides; certain it is, before Braddock 
recommenced his march, none remained to accompany him 
but Scarooyadi, and eight of his warriors.*' 

Seeing the general's impatience at the non-arrival of 
conveyances, Washington again represented to him the 
difficulties he would encounter in attempting to traverse 
the mountains with such a train of wheel- carriages, assuring 
him it would be the most arduous part of the campaign ; 
and recommended, from his own experience, the substitu- 
tion, as much as possible, of pack-horses. Braddock, 
however, had not been sufficiently harassed by frontier 
campaigning to depart from his European modes, or to be 
swayed in his military operations by so green a counsellor. 

At length the general was relieved from present perplexi- 
ties by the arrival of the horses and waggons which Franklin 
had undertaken to procure. That eminent man, with his 
characteristic promptness and unwearied exertions, and by 
his great personal popularity, had obtained them from the 
reluctant Pennsylvania farmers, being obliged to pledge 
his own responsibility for their being fully remunerated. 
He performed this laborious task out of pure zeal for the 
public service, neither expecting nor receiving emolument ; 
and, in fact, experiencing subsequently great delay and 
embarrassment before he was relieved from the pecuniaiy 
responsibilities thus patriotically incurred. 

The arrival of the conveyances put Braddock in good 

" BraddocVs own secretary, William Shirley, was disaffected to him. 
Writing about him to Governor Morris, he satirically observes : " We 
have a general most judiciously chosen for being (fisqualified for the 
service he is employed in, in almost every respect." And of the 
secondary officers : ''As to them, I don't think we have much to boast. 
Some are insolent and ignorant; others capable, but rather aiming at 
showing their own abilities than making a proper use of them." — Coh' 
nial EecordSj vi., 405. 
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humour -with Pennsylvania. In a letter to Governor 
Morris, he alludes to the threat of Sir John St. Clair to go 
through that province vdth a drawn sword in his hand, 
" He is ashamed of his having talked to you in the manner 
he did." Still the general made Franklin's contract for 
waggons the sole instance in which he had not experienced 
deceit and villany. *' I hope, however, in spite of all 
this," adds he, " that we shall pass a merry Christmas to- 
gether." 



CHAPTER XVL 

March from Fort Oumberland — ^The Great Savage Mountain— Camp at 
the Little Meadows — Division of the Forces— Captain Jack and his 
Band — Scarooyadi in danger — Illness of Washington — His Halt at 
the Youhiogany — March of Braddock — The Great Meadows — Lurk- 
ing Enemies — Their Tracks — Precautions — Thicketty Run — Scouts — 
Indian Murders —Funeral of an Indian tVarrior — Gamp on the 
Monongahela — Washington's arrival there — March for Fort Du- 
quesne — The Fording of the Monongahela — The Battle — The Retreat 
—Death of Braddock. 

On the' 10th of June, Braddock set off firom Fort Cumber- 
land with his aides-de-camp, and others of his staff, and his 
bodyguard of light-horse. Sir Peter Halket, with his 
brigade, had marched three days previously ; and a detach- 
ment of six: hundred men, under the command of Colonel 
Chapman, and the supervision of Sir John St. Clair, had 
been employed upwards of ten days in cutting down trees, 
removing rocks, and opening a road. 

The march over the mountains proved, as Washington 
bad foretold, a " tremendous undertaking." It was with 
difficulty the heavily-laden waggons could be dragged up 
the steep and rugged roads, newly made, or imperfectly 
repaired. Often fiiey extended for three or four miles in a 
straggling and broken line, with the soldiers so dispersed, 
in guardmg them, that an attack on any side would have 
thrown the whole in confusion. It was the dreary region 
of the great Savage Mountain, and the '* Shades of Death" 
that was again made to echo with the din of arms. 

What outraged Washington's notions of the abstemious 
finigality suitable to campaigning in the ** backwoods," was 
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the great mimbef of borses and waggosus required hj tba 
officers for the transportatiou of their baggage, camp equi- 
page, and a thousand articles of artificial necessity, temple 
himself in his tastes and habits, and manfully indifferefit 
to personal indidgences, he almost doubted whether sucli 
sybarites in the camp could be effix^ient in the field. 

By the time the advanced corps had stru^led over two 
mountains, and through the intervening forest, and reached 
(16th June) the Little Meadows, where Sir John St, Clair 
nad made a temporary camp, General Braddock had become 
aware of the difference between campaigning in a new 
country, or on the old well beaten battle-grounds of Europe. 
He now, of his own accord, turned to Washington for ad- 
vice, though it must have be«n a sore trial to nis pride to 
seek it of so young a man ; but he had by this time suffi- 
cient proof of his sagacity, and his knowledge pf the 
frontier. 

Thus uxiaxpectedly called on, Washington gave his 
counsel with becoming modesty, but with his accustomed 
clearness. There was just now an opportunity to strike 
an effective blow at Fort Duquesne, out it might be lost 
by delay. The garrison, according to o-edible reports, was 
weak ; large reinforcements and supplies, which virere on 
their way, would be detained by the drought, which ren- 
dered the river by which they must come low and unnavi- 
gable. The blow must be struck before they could arrive. 
He advised the general, therefore, to divide his forces: 
leave one part to coicye on with the stores and baggage, and 
all the cumbrous appurtenances of an army, and to throw 
himself in the advance with the other part, composed of his 
choicest troops, lightened of everything superfluous that 
might impede a rapid march. 

His advice was adopted. Twelve hundred men, selected 
out of all the companies, and furnished with ten field-pieces, 
were to form the first division, their provisions, and other 
necessaries, to be carried on packhorses. The seoond 
division, with all the stores, munitions, and heavy baggage, 
was to be brought on by Colonel Dunbar. 

The least practicable part of the arrangement was with 
regard to the officers of the advance. WasMngton had urged 
a xetrenchment of .their baggage and camp equipage, ^at 
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as many of their horses as possible might be used as pack- 
horses. Here was the difficulty. Brought up, many of 
them, in £a«hioiiable and luxurious life, or the loitering in- 
dulgence of country quarters, they were so encumbered 
with what they considered indispensable necessaries, that 
out of two hundred and twelve horses generally appro- 
priated to their use, not more than a dozen could be spared 
by them for the public service. Washington, in his own 
case, acted up to the advice he had given. He retained no 
more clothing and effects with him than would about half 
fill a portmanteau, and gave up his best steed as a pack- 
horse, which he never heard of afterwards.^ 

During the halt at the Little Meadows, Captain Jack and 
Ms band of forest rangers, wh(»m Croghan had engaged at 
Gfovemor Morris's suggestion, made their appearance in the 
camp ; armed and equipped with rifle, knife, hunting-shirts, 
l^gings and moccasins, and looking almost like a band of 
Indians as they issued from the woods. 

The captai/ asked an interview with the genenil, by 
whom, it would seem, he was not expected. Braddock 
received him in his tent, in his usual stiff and stately 
mamier. The *' Black Eifle" spoke of himself and his fol- 
lowers as men inured to hardslups, and accustomed to deal 
with Indians, who preferred stealth and stratagem to open 
' warfeure. He requested his company should be employed 
as a reconnoitering party, to beat up the Indians in their 
lurking-places and ambuscades. 

Braddock, who had a sovereign contempt for the chivalry 
of the woods, and despised their boasted strategy, replied 
to the hero of the Pennsylvania settlements in a manner to 
which he had not been accustomed. '^ There was time 
enough," he said, " for making arrangements ; and he had 
experienced troops, on whom he could completely rely for 
all purposes." 

Captain Jack withdrew, indignant at so haughty a re- 
ception, and informed his leatiiem-clad followers of his 
rebuff. They forthwith shouldered their rifles, turned their 
backs upon the camp, and, headed by the captain, departed, 
in Indian file through the woods, for the usual scenes of 

* Letter to J. Augustine WaBhington. Sparks, ii., 81. 

K 
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tlieir exploits, where men knew their Tfthie, the bonlas of 
the Juniata or the Conocodheague/ • 

On the 19th of Jnne Braddock's first division set oat, 
with less than thirty carnages, inclnding those that trans- 
ported ammunition for the artillery, all strongly boised. 
The Indians marched with the adyaaced party. In the 
course of the day, Scarooyadi and his son being at a sinall 
distance from the line of march was sorronnd^ and taken 
by some French and Indians. His son escaped, and brought 
intelligence to his warriors ; they hastened to rescue or 
revenge him, but £crand him tied to a tree« The French 
had been disposed to shoot him, but their savage allies 
declared they would abandon them should they do bo; 
having some tie of friendship or kindred with the chief- 
tain, who thus rejoined the troops unharmed. 

Washington was disappointed in his anticipations of a 
rapid march. The general, though he had adopted his 
advice in the main, could not carry it out in detail. Hu 
military education was in the way ; bigoted to the reg^ar 
and elaborate tactics of Europe, ne could not stoop to the 
makeHshifb expedients of a new country, where every diffi- 
culty is encountered and mastered in a rough-and-ready 
style. ** I found," said Washington, ^* that instead of push- 
ing on with vigour, without regarding a little rough road, ^ 
they were halting to- level every mole hill, and to erect* 
bridges over every brook, by which means we were four 
days in getting twelve miles." 

For several days Washington had suffered from fever, 
accompanied by intense headache, and his illness increased 
in violence to such a d^ree that he was unable to ride, 
and had to be conveyed for a part of the time in a covered 
waggon. His illness continued without intermission until 
the 23d, " when I wus relieved," says he, ** by the general's 
absolutely ordering the physician to give me Dr. James's 
powders, one of the most excellent medicines in the world. 
It gave me immediate relief, and removed my fever and 
other complaints in four days' time." 

* On the Conocochoague and Juniata are left the history of their 
exploitB. At one time you may hear of the band near Fort Augusta,next 
at Fort Franklin, then at Loudon, then at Jimiata, — rapid were the move- 
■lents of this hardy band.— JJiMfortfa £eg, Fenn,, iv., 390; alao, t., 194* 
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He was still unable to bear the jolting of the waggon, 
but it "seeded another interposition of the kindly-intended 
authority of General JBraddock to bring him to a halt at the 
great crosdngs of the Youhioganj. There the general 
assigned him a guard, proyided him with necessaries, and 
requested him to remam, under care of his physician. Dr. 
Craik, imtil the axriYal of Colonel Dunbar's detachment, 
which was two days' march in the rear ; giving him his 
word of honour that he should, at all events, be enabled to 
rejoin the main division before it reached the French fort.' 

This kind soUcitade on the part of Braddock shows the 
real estimation in which he was held by that officer. 
Dr. Craik backed the general's orders, by declaring that 
should Washington persevere in his attempts to go on in the 
condition he then was his life would be m danger. Oxme 
also joined his entreaties, and promised, if he would re* 
main, lie would keep him informed by letter of every 
occurrence of momentl 

Notwithstanding all the kind assurances of Braddock 
and his aide-de-camp Orme, it was with gloomy feelings 
that Washii^ton saw the troops depart ; fearful he might 
not be able to rejoin them in time for the attack upon the 
fort, which, he assured his brother aide-de-camp, he would 
not miss for £ve hundred pounds. 

Lieaving Washington at the Youhiogany, we will follow 
the march of Braddock. In the course of the first day 
rjune 24th), he came to a deserted Indian camp; judging 
trom the number of wigwams, there must have oeen about 
one hundred and seventy wairiors. Some of the trees 
about it had been stripped and painted with threats, and 
bravadoes, and scurrilous taunts written on them in the 
French language, showing that iliere were white men with 
the savages. 

The next morning at daybreak, three men venturing 
beyond the sentinels, were shot and scalped ; parties were 
immediately sent out to scour the woods, and drive in the 
stray horses. 

The day's march passed by the Great Meadows and 
Fort Necessiiy, the scene of Washington's capitulation. 

« Letter to John Atiguatme Waghington. Sparks, ii.^ 80. 

k2 
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Several Indians were seen hoyering in the woods, and the 
liglit horse and Indian allies were sent out to surround them, 
but did not succeed. In crossing a mountain beyond the 
Great Meadows, the carriages had to be lowered with the 
assistance of the sailors, by means of tackle. The camp 
for the night was about two miles beyond Fort Necessity. 
Several French and Indians endeavoured to reconnoitre it, 
but were fired upon by the advanced sentinels. 

The following day (26th) there was a laborious march of 
but four miles, owing to the difficulties of the road. The 
evening halt was at another deserted Indian camp, strongly 
posted on a high rock, with a steep and narrow ascent ; it had 
a spring in the middle, and stood at the termination of the 
Indian path to the Monongahela. By this pass the party had 
come which attacked Washington the year before, in the 
Great Meadows. The Indians and French too, who were 
hoverii^ about the army, had just left this camp. The fires 
they had left were yet burning. The French had inscribed 
their names on some of the trees with insulting bravadoes, 
and the Indians had designated in triumph the scalps they 
had taken two days previously. A party was sent out 
with guides, to follow their tracks and fedl on them in the 
night, but again without success. In fact, it was the 
Indian boast, that throughout this march of Braddock, 
they saw him every day from tibie mountains, and expected 
to be able to shoot down his soldiers V like pigeons." 

The march continued to be toilful and difficult ; on one 
day it did not exceed two miles, having to cut a passage 
over a mountain. In cle&ning their guns the men were 
ordered to draw the charge, instead of firing it off. No 
fire was to be lighted in front of the pickets. At night the 
men were to take their arms into the tents with them. 

Further on, the precautions became still greater. On 
the advanced pickets, the men were in two divisions, 
relieving each other every two hours. Half remained on 
guard with fixed bayonets, the other half laid down by 
their arms. The picket sentinels were doubled. 

On the 4th of July they encamped «t Thicketty Run. 
The country was less mountainous and rocky, and the 
woods, consisting chiefly of white pine, were more open. 
The general now supposed himself to be within thirty miles 
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of Fort Duqnesne. Ever sinoe his halt at the deserted camp 
on the rock beyond the Great Meadows, he had endeayom-ed 
to prevail upon the Croghan Indians to scout in the direc- 
tion of the fort, and bring him intelligence, but never 
could succeed. They had probably been deterred by the 
number of French and Indian tracks, and by the recent 
capture of Scarooyadi. This day, however, two consented 
to reconnoitre ; and shortly after their departure Chris- 
topher Gist, the resolute pioneer, who acted as guide to the 
general, likewise set off as a scout. 

The Indians returned on the 6th. They had been close 
to Fort Duquesne. There were no additional works 
there ; they saw a few boats under the fort, and one with 
a white flag coming down the Ohio ; but there were few 
men to be seen, and few tracks of any. They came upon 
an unfortunate officer, shooting within half a mile of the 
fort, and brought a scalp as a trophy of his fate. None of 
the passes between the camp and fort were occupied ; they 
believed there were few men abroad reconnoitering. 

Gist returned soon affcer them. His account corro- 
borated theirs ; but he had seen a smoke in a valley 
between the camp and the fort, made psobably by some 
scouting pariy. He had intended to prowl about the fort 
at night, but had been discovered and pursued by two 
Indians, and narrowly escaped with his life. 

On the same day, during the march, three or four men 
loitering in the rear of the grenadiers were killed and 
scalped. Several of the grenadiers set off to take revenge. 
They came upon a party of Indians, who held up boughs 
and grounded their ams, the concerted sign of amity. 
Not perceiving or understanding it, the grenadiers fired 
upon them, and one fell. It proved to be the son of 
Scarooyadi. Aware too late of their error, the grenadiers 
brought the body to the camp. The conduct of Braddock 
was admirable on the occasion. He sent for the father and 
the other Indians, and condoled with them on the lament* 
able occurrence ; making them the customary presents of 
expiation. But what was more to the point, he caused 
the youth to be buried with the honours of war ; at his 
request the officers attended the foneral, and a volley was 
fired over the grave. 
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These soldierlike tributes of respect to the deceased 
and sympathy with the surviTors, soothed the feelings 
and gratified the pride of the &ther, and attached him 
more firmly to the service. We are glad to record an anec- 
dote so contrary to the general contempt for the Indiaos 
with which Braddock stands charged. It speaks well for 
the real kindness of his heart. 

We will retom now toWashington in his sick encampment 
on the banks of the Yoiihiogany , where he was left repining 
at the departure of the troops without him. To add to hifi 
annoyances, his servant, Jonn Alton, a fitithful Welshman, 
was taken ill with the same malady, and unable to render 
hini any services. Letters from his fellow aides-de-camp, 
showed him the kind solicitade that was felt concerning 
him. At the general's desire, Captain Morris wrote to 
him, informing him of their intended hal s. 

«<It is the desire of every individual in the fiomly," 
adds he, *' and the general's positive commands to you, not 
to stir, but by the advice of the person [Dr. Graik] under 
whose care you are, till you are better, which we all hope 
will be very soon." 

Orme, too, according to promise, kept him informed of 
the incidents of the march ; the frequent night alcurms, and 
occasional scalping parties. The night alarms Washington 
considered mere femts, designed to harass the men and 
retard the march ; the enemy, he was sure, had not suffi- 
cient force for a serious attack ; and he was glad to learn 
from Orme that the men were in high spirits and confident 
of success. 

He now considered himself sufficiently recovered to 
rejoin the troops, and his only anxiety was that he should 
not be able to do it in time for the great blow. He ims 
rejoiced, therefore, on the 3rd of July, by the arrival of 
an advanced pariy of one hundred men convoying pro- 
visions. Being still too weak to mount his horse, he set oif 
with the escort in a covered wa^on ; and after a most 
fatiguing journey, over mountain and through forest, 
reached Braddock's camp on the 8th of July. It was on 
the east side of the Monongahela, about two miles from the 
river, in the neighbourhood of the town of Queen Aliqoipp^ 
and about fifteen miles from Fort Duquesne, 
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In consequence of adhering to tecbnioal rules and 
military forms, Gleneral Braddook had oopsumed a month 
in marching little more than a hundred miles. The 
tardiness of his progress was regarded with surprise and 
impatience even in Europe ; where his patron, the Duke 
of Brunswick, was watcmng the events of the campaign 
he had planned. ** The Duke," writes Horace Walpole, 
** is much dissatisfied at the slowness of G^nQxal Braddock, 
who does not march <uif he was at aU impatmt to he scalped.*^ 
The insinuation of the satirical wit was unmerited. Brad- 
dock was a stranger to fear ; but in his movements he was 
fettered by i^rstem. 

Washington was warmly received on his arrival, espe* 
cially by his fellow aides-de-camp, Morris and Orme. He 
^nu, yJ in time, fcr the attack b^md Fort Daqnefme waa 
to be made on the following day. The neighbouring 
country had been reconnoitered to determine upon a plan 
of attack. The fort stood on the same side of the Mo* 
nongahela -with the camp ; but ihero was a narrow pass 
between Ihem of about two^miles, with the river on the left 
and a very high moimtain on the right, and in its present 
state quite impassible for carriages. The route determined 
on vras to cross the Monongahela by a ford immediately 
opposite to the camp ; proceed along the west bank of the 
river, for about five mUes, then recross by another ford to 
the eastern side, and pueh on to the fort. 'The river at 
these fords was shallow, and the banks wero not steep. 

According to the plan of arrangement, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gage, with the advance, was to cross the river 
before daybreak, march to the second ford, and recrossing 
there, iskke post to secure the passage of the main foroe. 
The advance ivas to be composed of two companies of 
grenadiers, one hundred and sixty in&ntry, the independent 
company of Captain Horatio Gates, and two six-pounders. 

Washington, who had already seen enough of regular 
troops to doubt their in&llibility in wild bush-fighting, 
and who knew the dangerous natnro of the ground they 
were to traverse, ventimd to suggest, that on the fol- 
lowing day the Virginia TBJigecB, being accustomed to the 
country and to Indian warfare, might be thrown in the 
advance. The proposition drowan angry reply from the 
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general, indignant, veiy probably, that a young pioyincial 
officer should presume to sohool a veteran like himself. 

Early next morning (July 9th), before daylight, Colonel 
Gage crossed with the advance. He was followed, at 
some distance, by Sir John St. Clair, quartermaster- 
general, with, a working party of two himdred and fifty 
men, to make roads for the artillery and baggage. They 
had with them their waggons of tools, and two six- 
poimders. A party of about thirty savages rushed out of 
the woods as Colonel Grage advanced, but were put to 
flight before they had done any harnu 

By sunrise the main body turned out in full uniform. 
At the beating of the general, their arms, which had been 
cleaned the n^ht before, were charged with fresh, car- 
tridges. The officers were perfectly equipped. All looked 
as if arrayed for a fete, rather than a battle. Washington, 
who was still weak and xmwell, mounted his- horse, and 
joined the staff of the general, who was scrutinising eveiy 
thing with the eye of a martinet. As it was supposed the 
enemy would be on the watch for the crossing of the 
troops, it had been agreed that they should do it in the 
greatest order, with bayonets fixed, colours flying, and 
drums and fifes beating and playing. * They accordingly 
made a gallant appearance as they forded the Monongahela, 
and wound along its banks, and through the open forests, 
gleaming and glittering in morning sunshine and stepping 
buoyantly to the Grenadier's March. 

Washington, with his keen and youthful relish for mili- 
tary affairs, was delighted with their perfect order and 
equipment, so different from the rough bush-fighters to 
which he had been accustomed. Boused to new life, he for- 
got his recent ailments, and broke forth in expressions of 
enjoyment and admiration as he rode in company with his 
fellow aides-de-camp, Orme and Morris. Often, in after- 
life, he used to speak of the effect upon him of this first 
sight of a well-disciplined European army, marching in 
high confidence and bright array, on the eve of a battle. 

About noon they reached the second ford. Grage, with 
the advance, was on the opposite side of the Monongahela, 

Orme's JouzmL. 
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posted acoording to orders; but the river bank liad not 
been stifficiently slox>ed. The artillery and baggage drew 
up along the beach and halted nntil one, when the second 
crossing took place, drams beating, fifes playing, and 
colours flying, as before. When all had passed, there was 
again a halt close by a small stream called Frazier's Bxm, 
until the general arranged the order of march. 

First went the advance, under Gi^, preceded by the 
engineers and guides and six light horsemen. 

Then, Sir John St. Clair and the working party, with 
their wagons and the two six-pounders. On each side 
were thrown out four flanking piuiieB. 

Then, at some distance, the j^neral was to follow with 
the main body, the artillery and baggage preceded and 
flanked by light horse and squads of infuitiy ; while the 
Virginian, and other provincial troops, were to form the 
rear guard. 

The ground before them was level until about half a 
mile from the river, where a rising ground, covered with 
hng grass, low bushes, and scattered trees, sloped gently 
up to a range of hills. The whole country, generally 
speaking, was a forest, with no clear opening but the road, 
which was about twelve feet wide, and flanked by two 
ravines concealed by trees and thickets. 

Had Braddock been schooled in the warfare of the 
woods, or had he adopted the suggestions of Washington, 
which he rejected so impatiently, he would have thrown 
out Indian scouts or Yirginia rangers in the advance and 
on the flanks to beat up the woods and ravines ; but, as 
has been sarcastically observed, he suffered his troops to 
inarch forward through the centre of the plain,, with merely 
their usual guides and flankitig parties, '* as if in a review 
in St. James's Park." 

It was now near two o'clock. The advanced party and 
the working party had crossed the plain and were ascend- 
ing the rising ground. Braddock was about to follow with 
the main body, and had given the word to march, when 
he heard an excessively quick and heavy flring in front. 
Washington, who was with the general, surmised that the 
evil he had apprehended had come to pass. For want of 
scouting parties ahead the advance parties were suddenly 
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and warmly attacked. Braddock ordered Lieutenant- 
Golonel Burton to hasten to their awistance with the vaa- 
guard of the nuun body, eight hundred strong. The resi- 
due, four hundred, were halted, and posted to protect the 
artiUeiy and baggage. 

The firing continued, with fearful yelling. There was 
a terrible uproar. Biy the general's orders, an aide-de- 
camp spurred forward to bring him an account €i the 
nature of the attack. Without waiting for his return, the 
general himself, finding the turmoil increase, moved for- 
ward, leaving Sir Peter Halket with .the oonunand of 
the baggage.* 

The van of the advance had indeed been taken by sur- 
prise. It was composed of two compcunes of carpenters or 
pioneers to cut the road, and two flank companies of 
grenadiers to protect them* Suddenly the engineer who 
preceded them to mark out the road, gave the alann, 
*' French and Indians !" A body of them was approaching 
rapidly, cheered on by a Frendunan in gaily-£rJnged hunt- 
ing-shirt, whose gorget showed him to be an officer. 
There was sharp firing on both sides at first. Several of 
the enemy fell, among them their leader; but a murderous 
fire broke out from among the trees and a ravine on the 
right, and the woods resounded wiHi unearthly whoops 
and yellings. The Indian rifle was at work, levelled by 
unseen hands. Most of the grenadiers, and many of the 
pioneers, were shot down. The survivors were diiven m 
on the advance^ 

Gage ordered his men to fix bayonets and form in order 
of battle* They did so in hurry and trepidation. He 
would have scaled a hill on the right, whence there was 
tiie severest firing- Not a platoon would quit the line of 
march. They were more dismayed by the yelk than by 
the rifles of the unseen savages, l^e latter extend^ 
themselves along ihe hill and in the ravines; but their 
whereabouts was only to be known by their demoniac cnes 
and the pu£Gai of smoke from their rifles. The soldiers fired 
wherever they saw the smoke. Their officers tried in vain 
to restrain them until they should see their £oe. All orders 

* Onno's JournaL 



1755.] BUSH FIORTING. 139 

were unlieeded ; in their fright they shot at random, killing 
some of their own flAtiln'ttg parties, and of the vangnard, as 
they came ronning in. The covert fire grew more intense. 
In a short time most of the officers, and many of the men, 
of the advance were killed or woimded. Colonel Gc^ 
himself received a wound. The advance fell back in dis- 
may npon Sir John St. Glair's corps, which was equally 
dismayed. The cannon belonging to it were deserted. 

Colonel Bnrton had come np with the reinforcement, 
and was forming his men to fiioe the rising groimd on the 
light, when bo& of the advanced detac&aents fell back 
upon him, and all now was confasion. 

By this time the general was upon the ground. He 
tried to rally the men. *'They would fight," they said, 
" if they could see their enemy ; but it was useless to fire 
at trees and bushes, and they could not stand to be shot 
down by an invisible foe." 

The colours were advanced in different places to sepa- 
rate the men of the two regiments. The general ordered 
the officers to form the men, teU them off into small divi- 
sions, and advance with them ; but the soldiers could not 
he prevailed upon either by threats or entreaties. The 
Virginia troops, accustomed to the Indian mode of fighting, 
scattered themselves, and took post behind trees, where 
they could pick off the lurking foe. In this way they, in 
some degree, protected the regulars. Washington advised 
General Braddock to adopt tixe same plan with &e regulars ; 
but he persisted in forming them into platoons, conse- 
quently they were cut down from behind logs and trees as 
fiist aa they could advance. Several attempted to take to 
the trees without orders, but the general stormed at them, 
called them cowards, and even struck them with the flat of 
his sword. Several of the Yirginians, who had taken post 
and were doing good service in this manner, were slain by 
the fire of the regulars, directed wherever a smoke appeared 
among the trees. 

The officers behaved with consummate bravery; and 
Washington beheld with admiration those who, in camp or 
on the march, had appeared to him to have an almost effe- 
minate regard for personal ease and convenience, now 
exposing themselves to imminent death with.a courage that 
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kindled with the thickening horroiB. In the vain hope of 
inspiriting the men to drive off the enemy from the flankB 
and regain the cannon, they wonld dash forward singly or 
in groups. They were invariably shot down; for the 
Indians aimed from their coverts at every one on horse- 
back, or who appeared to have command. 

Some were killed by random shot of their own men, 
who, crowded in masses, fired with a£Erighted rapidity, 
but without aim. Soldiers in the front ranks were killed 
by those in the rear. Between friend and foe the slaughter 
of the officers was terrible. All this while the woods 
res5unded with the unearthly yellings of the savi^es ; and 
now and then one of them, hideously painted, and ruffling 
with feathered crest, would rush forth to scalp an officer 
who had feJlen, or seize a horse galloping wildly without a 
rider. 

Throughout this disastrous day Washington distinguished 
himself by his courage and presence of mind. His brother 
aids, Orme and Morris, were wounded and disabled early 
in the action, and the whole duty of carrying the orders of 
the general devolved on him. His danger was imminent 
and incessant. He was in ev/ery part of the field a con- 
spicuous mark for the murderous rifle. Two horses were 
shot under him. Four bullets passed through his coat. His 
escape without a wound was almost miraculous. Dr. Craik, 
who was on the field attending to the wounded, watched 
him with anxiety as he rode about in the most exposed 
manner, and used to say that he expected every moment to 
see him fall. At one time he was sent to the main body to 
bring the artillery into action. All there was likewise in 
confusion, for the Indians had extended themselves along 
the ravine so as to flank the reserve and carry slaughter 
into the ranks. Sir Peter Halket had been shot down at 
the head of his regiment. The men who should have served 
the guns were paralyzed. Had they raked the ravines 
with grapeshot the day might have been saved. In his 
ardour, Washington sprang from his horse, wheeled and 
pointed a brass field-piece with his own hand, and directed 
an effective discharge into the woods; but neither his 
efforts nor example were of avail. The men could not be 
kept to the guns. 
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Braddock still remained in the centre of the field) in the 
desperate hope of retrieving the fortunes of the day. The 
Virginia rangers, who had been most efficient in covering 
his position, were nearly all killed or wounded. His secre- 
tary, Shirley, had fallen by his side. Many of his officers 
had been slain within his sight, and many of his gaard of 
Virginia light horse. Five horses had been killed nnder 
him; still he kept his ground, vainly endeavouring to . 
check the flight of his men, or at least to effect their retreat 
in good order. At length a bnllet passed throngh his right 
arm and lodged itself in his Inngs. He fell from his horse, 
but wa8.cai]^ht by Captain Stewart, of the Virginia guards, 
who, with the assisiaaoe of another American, and a 
servant, placed him in a tnmbril. It was with much diffi- 
culty wyr got him out of the field — in his despair he 
desired to be left there." 

The root now became complete. Baggage, stores, artil- 
lery, everything was abandoned. The waggoners took each 
a horse out of his team and fled. The officers were swept 
off with the men in this headlong flight. It was rendered 
more precipitate by the shouts and yells of the savages, 
nmabers of whom rushed forth from ^eir coverts and pur^- 
sued the frigitives to the river side, killing several as they 
dashed across in tumultuous confasion. Fortunately for 
the latter, the victors gave up the pursuit in their eager- 
ness to collect the spoil. 

The shattei'ed army continued its flight after it had 
crossed the Monongahela, a wretched wreck of the brilliant 
little force that had recently gleamed along its banks, con- 
fident of victory. Out of eighty-six officers, twenty-six 
had been killed, and iMrty-six wounded. The number of 
rank and file killed and wounded was upwards of seven 
hundred. The Virginia corps had su^ered the most ; one 
company had been almost annihilated; another, beside 
those lolled and wounded in the ranks, had lost all its 
officers, even to the corporal. 

About a hundred men were brought to a halt about a 
quarter of a mile from the ford of the river. Here was 
Braddock, with las wounded aides-de-camp and some of 

' J0umal of the Seamen's detachment. 
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his officers ; Dr. Gmik dressing bis wounds, and Wash- 
ington attending him with fidthfol assiduity. Biaddock 
was still able to gire orders, and had a £Ednt hope of being 
able to keep possession of the ground until reinforced. 
Most of the men were stationed in a very advantageous 
spot about two hundred yards from the road, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Burton posted out small parties and sen- 
tinehk Before an hour had elapsed most of the men had 
stolen ofil Being thus deserted, Braddook and his officers 
continued their retreat ; he would have mounted his horse 
but was unable, and had to be carried by soldiers. Orme 
and Morris were placed on litters borne by horses. They 
were subsequently joined by Gohmel Gage with eighty 
men whom he had rallied. 

Washington, in the meantime, notwithstanding Ids weak 
state, being found most efficient in frontier service, was 
sent to Colpnel Dunbar's camp, forty miles distsntv-with 
orders for him to hurry forward provisions, hospital stores, 
and wagons for the wounded, under the escort of two 
grenadier companies. It was a hard and a melancholy ride 
throughout the night and the following day. The tidings 
of the defeat preceded him, borne by the waggoners, who 
had mounted their horses on Braddock's fedl, and fled from 
the field of battle. They had arrived, haggard, at Dunbar^s 
camp at mid-4ay ; the Lxdian yells still ringing in their 
ears. *' All was lost!" they cried. ** Braddock was killed ! 
They had seen wounded officers borne ofif from the field in 
bloody sheets I The troops were all cut to pieces !" A 
panic fell upon the camp. The drums beat to anns. 
Many of the soldiers, waggoners, and attendants took to 
flight, but most of them were forced back by the sentinels. 

Washington arrived at the camp in the evening, and 
found the agitation still prevailing. The orders which he 
brought were executed during the night, and he was in the 
saddle early in the morning accompanying the convoy of 
supplies. At Gist's plantation, about thirteen mUes off, he 
met Gage and his scanty force escorting Braddock and his 
wounded officers. Captain Stewart and a sad remnant of 
the Virginia light horse still accompanied the general as 
his guard. The captain had been unremitting in his atten- 
tions to him during the retreat. There was a halt of one 
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day at Dunbar'a camp for the repose and relief of the 
wounded. On the 13th they resumed their melancholy 
inarch, and that night reached the Great Meadows. 

The proud spirit of Braddock was broken by his defeat. 
He remained silent the first evening after the battle, only 
ejaculating at night '* who woidd ^ve thought it!" He 
was equally salent the following day ; yet hope still seemed 
to linger in his breast, from another ejaculation : ** We 
shall better know how to deal with them another time I"' 

He was grateful for the attentions paid to him by Cap- 
tain Stewart and Washington, and more than once, it is 
said, expressed his admiration of the gallantry displayed 
by 1h^ Virginians in the action. It is said, moreover, that 
in his last moments he apologissed to Washington for the 
petulance with which he had rejected his advice, and 
bequeathed to him his favourite charger and his fitithful 
servant. Bishop, who had helped to convey him from the 
field. 

Some of these facts, it is true, rest on tradition, yet we 
are wUling to believe them, as they impart a gleam of just 
and generous feeHng to his closing scene. He died on the 
night of the 13th at the Great Meadows, the place of Wash- 
ington's discomfiture in the previous year. His obsequies 
were performed before break of day. The chaplain having 
been wounded, Washington read tiie funeral service. All 
was done in sadness, and without parade, so as not to 
attract the attention of lurking savages, who might dis- 
cover and outrage his grave. It is doubtful even whether 
a volley was fired over it, that last military honour which 
be had recently paid to the remains of an Indian warrior. 
The place of his sepulture, however, is still known and 
pointed out. 

Heproach spared him not even when in his grave. The 
failure of the expedition was attributed both in England 
a-iid America to his obstinacy, his technical pedantry, and 
bis military conceit. He had been continually warned to 

' Captain Onno, who gave these particulars to Dr. Fraxiklin, says 
that Braddock "died a tew minutes after." This, according to his 
account, was on the second day; whereas the general survived upwards 
of four days. Orme, being conveyed on a litter at some distance from 
the general, could only speak of his xpooda from hearsay. 
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be on his guard against ambush and surprise, but without 
avail. Had he taken the advice urged on him by Wash- 
ington and others to employ scouting parties of Indians 
and rangers, he wonld never have been so signally sur- 
prised and defeated. 

Still his dauntless conduct on the field of battle shows 
him to have been a man of fearless spirit, and he was uni- 
versally allowed to be an accomplished disciplinarian, 
£Us melancholy end, too, disarms censure of its asperity. 
Whatever may have been his &ult8 and errors, he, in a 
manner, expiated them by the hardest lot that can befall a 
brave soldier, ambitious of renown~-ran imhonoured grave 
in a strange land ; a memory clouded by misfortune, and a 
name for ever coupled with defeat. 

NOTE. 

In narrating the expedition of Braddock, we haye frequently cited 
the Joumalfl of Captain Orme and of the " Seamen's Detachment;" 
they were procured in England by the Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, while 
Minister at the Conrt of St. James, and recently published by the 
Historical Society of PennsvlTania: ably edited, and illuatrated with 
an admirable Litroductoiy tfemoir by Winthrop Saigent, Esq., mem* 
ber of that Society. 
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Arrival at Fort Cumberland—- Letters of Washington to his Family- 
Panic of Dunbar— Fortunes of Dr. Hugh Mercer — Triumph of the 
French. 

The ohsequies of the unfortunate Braddock being finished, 
the escort continued its retreat with the sick and wounded. 
Washington, assisted by Dr. Craik, watched with assiduity 
over his comrades, Orme and Morris. As the horses which 
bore their litters were nearly knocked up, he despatched 
messengers to the commander of Fort Cumberland requeet- 
ing that others might be sent on, and that comfortable 
quarters might be prepared for the reception of those 
officers. 

On the 17th the sad cayalcade reached the fort, and 
were relieved from the incessant apprehension of pursuit 
Here, too, flying reports had preceded them, brought hj 
fugitives from Ihe battle; who, with the disposition usvaI 
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in such cases to exaggerate, had represented the whole 
army as massacred. Fearing these reports might reach 
home, and aifect his family, Washington wrote to his 
mother and his brother, John Augustine, apprising them 
of his safety. " The Vii^nia troops," says he, in a letter 
to his mother, ** showed a good deal of bravery, and were 
nearly all killed. * * •• The dastardly behaviour of 
those they called regulars exposed all others, that were or- 
dered to do their duty, to almost certain death ; and at last, 
in despite of all the efforts of the officers to the contrary, 
they ran as sheep pursued by dogs, and it was impossible 
to rally them." 

To his brother he writes : " As I have heard, since my 
arrival at this place, a circumstantial account of my death 
and dying speech, I take this early opportunity of contra- 
dicting the first, and of assuring you that I have not com- 
posed the latter. But, by the all-powerful dispensations of 
Providence, I have been protected beyond all human pro- 
bability or expectation ; for I had four bullets through my 
coat, and two horses shot under me, yet escaped unhurt, 
though death was levelling my companions on every side 
of me I 

** We have been most scandalously beaten by a trifling 
body of men, but fatigue and want of time prevent me from 
giving you any of the details, until I have the happiness of 
seeing you at Mount Vernon, which I now most earnestly 
wish for, since we are driven in thus far; A feeble state 
of health obliges me to halt here for two or three days to 
recover a little strength, that I may thereby be enabled to 
proceed homeward with more ease." 

Dunbar arrived shortly afterward with the remainder of 
the army. No one seems to have shared more largely in 
the panic of the vulgar than that officer. From the moment 
he received tidings of the defeat his camp became a scene 
of confusion. All the ammunition, stores, and artillery 
were destroyed, to prevent, it was said, their falling into 
the hands of the enemy ; but, as it was afterwards alleged, 
to relieve the terror-stricken commander from all incum- 
brances, and furnish him with more horses in his flight 
toward the settlements.' 

I Franklin's Autobiography. 

L 
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At Oiuuberlaiid Ida forces amoimted to fifteen ktrndred 
effective men; enoiigli for a brave stand to protect the 
frontier and recover some of the lost bonotCr; but he 
merely paused to leave the sick and wounded imder care of 
two Virginia and Maryland companies, and some of the 
train, and then continued his hasty march, or rather flight, 
through the country, not thinking himself safe, as was 
sneeringly intimated, until he arrived in Philadelphia, 
where &e inhabitants could protect him. 

Among the wounded survivors of the defeat, who found 
their way to Fort Cumberland, was Washington's friend 
and neighbour, Dr. Hugh Mercer. He had received a 
severe wound in the shoulder, and being unable to keep 
up with the fugitives, concealed himself behind a fallen 
tree. Thence he was a sad witness of a demoniac scene, 
which followed the defeat. The field was strewed with 
the dead and dying, and among them several gallant 
ofScers. White man and red man vied with each other in 
stripping and plundering them ; those who were still alive 
were despatched by the merciless tomahawk, and all were 
scalped. When the plunder ^d massacre were finished, 
the victors set out for the fort, laden with booty, the 
savages bearing aloft the scalps as trophies, and making 
the forest ring with their yells of triumph. Mercer then 
set out on a lonely struggle through the wildem^ 
guiding himself by the stars and the course of the streams, 
and arrived at Fort Cumberland almost exhausted by 
sickness, famine, and &tigue. We shall have to speak 
hereafter of his services when under the standard of 
Washington, and his heroic death on a more successfnl 
field of action. 

The true reason why the en^ny did not pursue ihe 
retreating army was not known until some time after- 
wards, and added to the disgrace of the defeat. They 
were not the main force of the French, but a mere detach- 
ment of 72 regulars, 146 Canadians, and 637 Indians — 855 
in all — led by Captain de Beaujeu. Be Contreooeur, the 
commander of Fort Duquesne, had received information, 
through his scouts, that the English, three thousand 
strong, were within six leagues of his fort. Despairing of 
making an effectual defence against such a superior force, 
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he waa balancing in his mind whether to abandon his fort 
without awaiting their arriyal, or to capitulate on honour- 
able terms. In this dilemma, Beaujeu prevailed on him 
to let him sally forth with £^ detachment to form ^^ 
ambush and give check to the enemy. Do Beaujeu was to 
have taken post at the river ^nd disputed the passage at 
the ford. For that purpose he was hurrying forward 
when discovered by the pioneers of Gage's advance party. 
He was a gallant Qffiper, and fell at the begiimirig of tb0 
%ht The whole nuj^iber of killed apd wounded of Frenph 
and Indians di^ npt exgeed sQv^nty. 

Such was the scanty force which the imtiginationa pf the 
panic-stricken army had magnified into a great host, and 
from which they h^ci fled in breathl^ps terror, abandoning 
the whole fronller. '^o one could be more surprised than 
the French commander himself, when th^ aiQbuscading 
party returned in triumph with a long train pf pa^jkhorses 
laden with bpoty, thp ^vages uncouthly clad in the gt|r- 
ments of the slain — ^grenadier oap9, officers' gold-laced 
coats, and glittering epaulettes — ^flourishiixg swords and 
sabres, or firing off muskets, and uttering fiend-like yells 
of victory. But wben Be Contrecoeur wa^ iiiformed of the 
utter rout ^i destruction of the much-dre^ed British 
army, his joy was complete. He ordered the guns of the 
fort to bjD fired iii triumph, and ^ent out trpops in pursuit 
of the fugitives. 

The affiair of Bra^dqck remodjos ^ m^niorable event in 
American history, ^nd has l3epii characterized as ''the 
most extraordinary victory ever pbti^ined, and the farthest 
fight ever mi^ie." It 9tnick a fatal blow to the deference 
for British prowess, which once amounted almost tp 
bigotry throiighoi:(t the provinces. "Thip whplQ treiais- 
action," observes Franklin, in his autoliiogr^pby, **g^y^ 
us the first suspicion that pur exalted ide^^ of thf) prowew 
of British r^gulq-r tropp^ had not been well ^undocL" 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

Costs of Campaigning — Measures for Public Safety — ^Washington in 
Command— Head- Quarters at Winchester — Lord Fairfax and his 
Troop of Horse — Indian Ravages— Panic at Winchester — Cause of 
the Alarm — Operations elsewhere — Shirley against Niagara — Johnson 
against Crown Point — Affidr at Lake Qeoige — Death of Dieskau. 

Washington arrived at Mount Vernon on the 26th of July, 
still in feeble condition from his long illness. His cam- 
paigning, thus far, had trenched upon his private fortune, 
and impaired one of the best of constitutions. 

In a letter to his brother Augustine, then a member of 
Assembly at WilliamsbuTg, he casts up the result of his 
frontier experience. "I was employed," writes he, "to 
go a journey in the winter, when I believe few or none 
would have undertaken it, and what did I get by it? — ^my 
expenses borne ! I was then appointed, with tnfling pay, 
to conduct a handfdl of men to the Ohio. What did 1 get 
by that? Why, after putting myself to a considerable 
expense in equipping and providing necessaries for the 
campaign, I went out, was soimdly beaten, and lost all! 
Came in, and had my commission taken from me ; or, in 
other words, my command reduced, under pretence of an 
order fix)m home (England). I then went out a volunteer 
with General Braddock, and lost all my horses and many 
other things. But this being a voluntary act, I ot^t not 
to have mentioned it ; nor should I have done it, were it 
not to show that I have been on the losing order ever 
since I entered the service, which is now nearly two 
years." 

What a striking lesson is furnished by this brief sum- 
mary ! How little was he aware of the vast advantages he 
was acquiring in this school of bitter experience ! "In 
the hand of heaven he stood,*' to be shaped and trained for 
its great purposes ; and every trial and vicissitude of his 
early life but fitted him to cope with one or other of the 
varied and multifarious duties of his future destiny. 

But though, under the saddening influence of debility 
and defeat, he might coimt the cost of his campaigningT 
the martial spirit still burned within him. His connexion 
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with the. army, it is true, had ceased at the death of 
Braddock, but his military duties continued as adjutant- 
general of the northern division of the province, and he 
immediately issued orders for the county lieutenants to 
hold the nulitia in readiness for parade and exercise, fore* 
seeing that, in the present defenceless state of the frontier, 
there would be need of their services. 

Tidings of the rout and retreat of the army had circu- 
lated fax and near, and spread consternation throughout 
the country. Immediate incursions both of French and 
Indians were apprehended, and volunteer companies began 
to form, for the purpose of marching across the mountains 
to the scene of danger. It was intimated to Washington 
that his services would again be wanted on the frontier. 
He declared instantly that he was ready to serve his 
country to the extent of his powers, but never on the same 
terms as heretofore. 

On the 4th of August, Governor Dinwiddle convened 
the Assembly to devise measures for the public safety. 
The sense of danger had quickened the slow patriotism of 
the burgesses; they no longer held back supplies; forty 
thousand pounds were promptly voted, and orders issued 
for the raising of a regiment of one thousand men. 

Washington's friends urged him to present himself at 
Williamsbui^ as a candidate for the conamand ; they were 
confident of his success, notwithstanding that strong 
interest was making for the governor's favourite. Colonel 
Innes. 

With mingled modesty and pride, Wsbshington declined 
to be a solicitor. The only terms, he said, on which he 
would accept a command, were a certainty as to rank and 
emoluments, a right to appoint his field officers, and the 
supply of a sufficient military chest; but to solicit the 
command, and, at the same time, to make stipulations, 
would be a little incongruous, and carry with it the face of 
self-sufficiency. "If," added he, "the command should 
be offered to me, the case will then be altered, as I should 
be at liberty to make such objections as reason, and my 
small experience, have pointed out." 

While this was in agitation, he received letters from his 
mother, again imploring him not to risk himself in these 
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frontier wars. His anfe-Vver was characteristic, "blending the 
filial deference ititli whicli lie was accnstotned from child- 
hood to treat her with a calm patriotism of the Boman stamp. 

*• Honoured Madam : If it is in my power to avoid going 
to the Ohio again, I shall ; but if the command is pressed 
hpon me by the general voice of. the country, and offered 
upon such terms as canilot be objected a^mst, it would 
reflect dishonour on me to refuse it ; and that, I am sure, 
must, and ought, to give you greater uneasiness than my 
going ih an honourable command. Upon no other terms 
will I accept it. At J)resent I have no i)roposals made to 
mfy, hdr have I any advice bf such an intention, except 
from private hands." 

On the very dAy that this letter was despatched, August 
14, he received intelligence of his a|)poiQtment to the com- 
mand on the term^ dpeciflisd in his letters to his friends. 
His commission nominated him commander-iuKshief of all 
the forces raisi^d^ or to be taised in the colony. The 
Assembly also voted three hundred pounds to him^ and 
propottioiiate sums to the othet officers, and to the privates 
of the Virginia companies, in consideratioii <^ their gallant 
conduct, and their losses in the late battle. 

The officers next in command under him were Lietitenant- 
Colonel Adam Stephens and Major Andrew Lewis. The 
former, it will be recollected, had been with him in the 
unfoHuriate affair at ihJb Great Meadows ; his advahce in 
rank shows that his conduct had been meritorious. 

The appointment of Washington to his present station was 
the more gratifying and honourable from being a popular 
one, made in deference to public sentiment; to which 
fGk)vemor Dinwiddie was obliged to Sdmfloe his strong in- 
clination in flavour of Oolonel Innes. It is thought that 
the governor never afterwards regarded Washington with 
a friendly eye. His conduct towards him subsequently 
Was on various occasions cold and ttngraicioiis.^ 

It is worthy of note that the early popularity of Wash- 
ington was not the restilt of brilliant achievements or signal 
succ^l on the contrftty, it rose among trials and reverses, 
and may almost be said to ha'te been the fruit of defeats. 

^ SpUdM' TfriiSfigfa df WMOdH^b, tol. iii^ p. 161i lidbe. 
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It remams an honourable testimony of Yirginian intelli- 
gence, that the sterlinLg, endnring, but imdazzling qualities 
of Washii^gton were thus early discerned and appreciated, 
though only heralded by misfortunes. The admirable 
manner in which he had conducted himself under these 
misfortunes, and the sagacity and practical wisdom he had 
displayed on all occasions, were universally acknowledged ; 
and it was observed that, had his modest counsels been 
adopted by the unfortunate Braddock, a totally different 
result might hat-e attended the late campaign. 

An instance of this high appreciation of lus merits occurs 
in a sermon preached. on the 17th of August by the Bev. 
Samuel Dayis^ wherein he cites him as *' that heroic youth, 
Colonel Washingtoii, whom I cannot hut hope Frovidence has 
htherto preserved th so signal a moaiaMr for soma important sennce 
to his country J* The expressions of the worthy clergyman 
miy have been deemed enthusiastic at the time ; viewed 
in coxmection with subsequent, events they appear almost 
prophetic. 

Having held a conference with Governor Dinwiddie at 
Williamsburg, and received his instructions, Washington 
repaired, on the 14th of September, to Winchester, where 
he fixed his head quarters. It was a place as yet of trifling 
magnitude, but important from its position ; being d central 
point ^here the main roads met, leading from north to 
south, and east to west, and commanding the channels of 
traffic and communication between some of ihe most im- 
portant colonies and a great extent of frontier. 

Here he was brought into frequent and cordial commu- 
nication -^th his old friend Lord Fairfax. The stir of war 
had revived a spark of that military fire which animated 
the veteran nobleinan in the days of his youth, when an 
officer ill the cavalry regiment of the Blues. He was lord- 
lieutenant of the county. Greenway Court was his head- 
quarters. He had ox^anized a troop of horse, which occa- 
sionaUy was exercised about the lawn of his domain, and 
he was now as prompt to mount his steed for a cavalry 
parade as he ever was for a fox chase. The arrival of 
Washington frequently brought the old nobleman to Win- 
chester to aid the young commander with his counsels Or 
his sword. 
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His services were soon put in requisition. Washington, 
having visited the frontier posts, established recruiting 
places, and taken other measures of security, had set off foi' 
Williamsburg on military business, when an express arrived 
at Winchester from Colonel Stephens, who commanded aH 
Fort Cumberland, giving the alarm that a body of Indians 
were ravaging the country, burning the houses, and slaugh- 
tering the inhabitants. The express was instantly for- 
warded after Washington : in the mean time, Lord Fairfax 
sent out orders for the militia of Fairfax and Prince William 
counties to arm and hasten to the defence of Winchester, 
where all was confusion and afi&ight. One fearfiil accomit 
followed another. The whole country beyond it was said 
to be at the mercy of the savages. They had blockaded 
the rangers in the little fortresses or outposts provided 
for the protection of neighbourhoods. They were advancing 
upon Winchester with £b:e, tomahawk, and scalping-knife. 
The country people were, flocking into the town for 
safety — ^the townspeople were moving off to the settie- 
ments beyond the Blue Eidge. The beautiful valley of 
the Shenandoah was likely to become a scene of savage 
desolation. 

In the height of the confusion Washington rode into the 
town. He had been overtaken by Colonel Stephens* ex- 
press. His presence inspired some degree of confidence, 
and he succeeded in stopping most of the fugitives. He 
would have taken the field at once against the savages, be- 
lieving their numbers to be few : but not more than twenty- 
five of the militia could be mustered for the service. The 
rest refused to stir — they would rather die with their wives 
and children. 

Expresses were sent off to hurry up the militia ordered 
out by Lord Fairfax. Scouts were ordered out to discover 
the number of the foe, and convey assurances of succour to 
the rangers said to be blocked up in the fortresses, though 
Washington suspected the latter to be '' more encompassed 
by fear than by the enemy." Smiths were set to work to 
furbish up and repair such fire-arms as were in the place, 
and waggons were sent off for musket balls, flints, and pro- 
visions. 

Instead, however, of animated co-operation, Washington 
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was encountered by difficulties at eveiy step. The waggons 
in question had to be impressed, and the waggoners com- 
pelled by force to assist. "No orders/' writes he, *'are 
obeyed, but such as a party of soldiers or my own drawn 
sword enforces. Without this, not a single horse, for the 
most earnest occasion, can be had — ^to such a pitch has the 
insolence of these people arrived, by having every point 
hitherto submitted to th^n. However, I have given up 
none, where his majesty's service requires the contrary, and 
where my proceedings are justified by my instructions ; nor 
will I, unless they execute what they threaten — ^that is, 
blow out our brains." 

One is tempted to smile at this tirade about the ** inso* 
lence of the people," and this zeal for ''his majesty's 
service," on the part of Washington ; but he was as yet a 
young man and a young officer ; loyal to his sovereign, and 
with high notions of military authority, which he had ac- 
quired in the camp of Braddock. 

What he thus terms insolence was the dawning spirit of 
independence, which he was afterwards the foremost to 
cherish and promote ; and which, in. the present instance, 
had been provoked by the rough treatment from the mili- 
tary, which the waggoners and others of the yeomanry had 
experienced when employed in Braddock's campaign, and 
by the neglect to pay them for their services. Much of 
Washington's difficulties also arose, doubtlessly, from the 
inefficiency of the military laws, for an amendment of which 
he had in vain made repeated applications to Gk)vemor 
Dinwiddle. 

In the mean time the panic and confusion increased. On 
Sunday an express hurried into town, breathless with haste 
and terror. The Indians, he said, were but twelve miles 
off; they had attacked the house of Isaac Julian ; the inha- 
bitants were flying for their lives. Washington immedi- 
ately ordered the town guards to be strengthened ; armed 
some recruits who had just arrived, and sent out two scouts 
to reconnoitre the enemy. It was a sleepless night in 
Winchester. Horror increased vrith the dawn ; before the 
men could be paraded a second express arrived, ten times 
more terrified than the former. The Indians were within 
four miles of the town, killing and destroying all before 
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them. He had heard the ooDfltant firiixg of the fiavages and 
the shrieks of their victims. 

The terror of Winchester nor^ passed all boimds. Wash- 
ington put himself at the head of about forty men, inilitia 
and recruits, and pushed for the sceiie of carnage. 

The restdt is almost too ludicrous for re«ord. The whole 
cause of the alarm proved to be three drunken troopers, 
carousing, hallooing, uttering the most unheard of impre- 
cations, and ever and anon firing ofip their pistols. Wash- 
ington interrupted them in the midst of their revel and 
blasphemy, and conducted them prisoners to town. 

The reported attack on the house of Isaac Julian proved 
equally an absurd exaggeration. The ferocious party of 
Indians turned out to be a mulatto and a negro in quest of 
cattle. They had been seen by a child of Juluin, who 
alarmed his father, who alarmed the neighbourhood. 

** These circumstances," says Washington, ** show what 
a panic prevails among the people ; how much they ifcre all 
Alarmed at the most usual and customary cries ; imd yet 
how impossible it is to get them td act in any respect for 
their common safety." 

They certainly present a lively picture of the fevferish 
state of a frontier community, hourly in danger of Indian 
itkvage and bntehery ; than which no kind of war&re is 
iuore fraught with real and imaginary horrors. 

The al^m thus originating had spread throughout the 
country. A captain, who arrived witii recruits from Alex- 
andria, reported that he had found the road across the Bln^ 
Bidge obstructed by crowds of people flying for their lives; 
whom he endeavoured in vain to stop. They declared that 
Winchester was in flames 1 

At length the band of Indians, whose ravages had pro- 
dubed this consternation throughout the land, and whose 
numbers did not exceed one hundred and fifty, being 
satiated with carnage, conflagration, and plunder, retreated; 
bearing off spoils and captives. Intelligent scouts sent 
out by Washington, followed their traces, and brou^t back 
certain intelligence that they had recrossed the Allegany 
Mountains, and returned to tiieir homes on the Ohio. This 
re{)ort allayed the public panic and restored tempoiaiy 
quiet td Hie haTasBed £h>ntier. 
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Moat of the Indinnii «fi^ga^dd in lihese tietvilges wer6 
Delowares and Sha^meefi^, ^ho^ mndb Braddook's defeat, 
had been guned oyer by thi6 French. A j)rincipal insti- 
gator was said to be Wasbington's old acqnaintanoei 
^engis, and a reward was offered for his head. 

Scux)oyadi, snocessor to the balf-king, remained tme to 
l&e English, and vindicated his people to the Governor 
and Council of Pennsylvania from tiiie charge of having 
had any share in Ihe, late massacres. As to the defdat at 
the Moiiongahela, ''it -v^as owing/' h^ said, ''to the pride 
and ignorance of that gteat general (Braddock) that came 
from England. He is now dead ; bixt he was a bad man 
when he wa6 alive. He looked upon us as dogs, and 
would never hear anything that was said to him. We 
often endeavoured to advise him, and tell him of the 
danger he was in with his soldiers ; but he never appeared 
pleased with us, and that was Ihe reason that a great 
many of our warriors left him.*'" 

, Bcarobyadi was ready with his warriors to take up the 
hatchet again with their English brothers against the 
French. " Let us unite our strength," said he ; " you are 
numerous, and all the English governors along your sea- 
shore can raise men enough ; but don't let those tha^ oomd 
from over the great seds be concerned any more. They 
are unfit to fight in iAe vxtods, Jbet us go owrsek^ — we that ocmie 
ovdk <rf this ground" 

No one f^lt more strong^ly than Washington the im- 
portance, at this trying juncture, of securing the assistance 
of these fore6t warriors. "It is in their power," said he^ 
"to be of infinite use to us ; and without Indians, we shall 
nevfer be able to cope with these cruel foes to our country."" 

Washixigton had no^ time to inform himself of the fate 
of the other enterprise^ included in this year's plan of 
military operations. . W^ shall briefly dispose of them, for 
th^ tok^ of cariying on the general course of events. The 
history of Washington is linked with the history of the 
colonies. /The defeat of Braddock paralyzed the expedition 
against Niagara. Many of Oeneral Shirley's troops, which 
Were assembled at Albany, struck with the bcmstcEmaiion 

' Hazatrd's Register olf Penn., t., p. 252, 2IS^. 
* Letter to Diawiddk; 
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which it caused throughout the country, deserted. Most 
of the batteau men, who were to transport stores by various 
streams, returned home. It was near the end of August 
before Shirley was in force at Oswego. Time was lost in 
building boats for the lake. Storms and head winds 
ensued ; then sickness : military incapacity in the general 
completed the list of impediments. Deferring the com- 
pletion of the enterprise until the following year, Shirley 
returned to Albany with the main part of his forces in 
October, leaving about seven hundred men to garrison the 
fortifications he had ^commenced at Oswego. 

To General William Johnson, it will be recollected, had 
been confided the expedition against Grown Point, on Lake 
Champlain. Preparations were made for it in Albany, 
whence the troops were to SEiarch, and the artillery, 
ammunition, and stores to be conveyed up the Hudson 
to the carrying-place between that river and Lake St. 
Sacrament, as it was termed by the French, but Lake 
George, as Johnson named it, in honour of his severe^. 
At the carrying-place a fort was commenced, subsequently 
called Fort Edward. Part of the troops remained under 
General Lyman, to complete and garrison it ; the main 
force proceeded under General Johnson to Lake George, 
the plan beiag to descend that lake to its outlet at 
Ticonderoga, in Lake Champlain. EEaving to attend the 
arrival of batteaux forwarded for the purpose from Albany 
by the carrying-place, Johnson encamped at the south end 
of the lake. He had with him between five and six 
thousand troops of New York and New England, and a 
host of Mohawk warriors, loyally devoted to him. 

It so happened that a French force of upwards of three 
thousand men, under the Baron de Dieskau, an old general 
of high reputation, had recently arrived at Quebec, 
destined against Oswego. The baron had proceeded to 
Montreal, and sent forward thence seven himdred of his 
troops, when news arrived of the army gathering on Lake 
G^rge for the attack on Crown Point, perhaps for an 
inroad into Canada. The public were in consternation ; 
yielding to their importunities, the baron took post at 
Crown Point for its defence. Beside his regular troops, he 
had with him eight hundred Canadians, and seven hundred 
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Indians of different tribes. The latter were nnder the 
general command of the Chevalier Legardenr de St. Pierre, 
the veteran officer to whom Washington had delivered the 
despatches of Governor Dinwid£e on his diplomatic 
mission to the frontier. The chevalier was a man of great 
influence among the Indians. 

In the mean time Johnson remained encamped at the 
south end of Lake George, awaiting the arrival of his 
batteaux. The camp was protected in the rear by the lake, 
in firont by a bulwark of felled trees ; and was flanked by 
thickly wooded swaiiips. 

On the 7th of September, the Indian scouts brought 
word that they had discovered three large roads made 
through the forests toward Fort Edward. An attack on 
that post was apprehended. Adams, a hardy waggoner, 
rode express with orders to the commander to draw 
all the troops within the works. About midnight came 
other scouts. They had seen the French within four miles 
of the carrying-place. They had heard the report of a 
musket, and the voice of a man ciying for mercy, supposed 
to be the imfortunate Adams. In the morning Colonel 
Williams was detached with one thousand men, and two 
hLundred Indians, to intercept the enemy in their retreat. 

Within two hours after their departure a heavy fire of 
musketry, in the midst of the forest, about three or four 
miles off, told of a warm encoimter. The drums beat to 
arms; aU were at their posts. The firing grew sharper and 
sharper, and nearer and nearer. The detachment under 
Williams was evidently retreating. Colonel Cole was sent 
with tlu'ee hundred men to cover their retreat. The 
breastwork of trees was manned. Some heavy ccoinon were 
dragged up to strengthen the front. A nmnber of men 
were stationed with a field-piece on an eminence on the 
left flank. 

In a short time fugitives made their appearance ; first 
singly, then in masses, flying in confusion, witli a rattling 
fire behind them, and the horrible Indian war-whpop. 
Consternation seized upon the camp, especially when the 
French emerged from the forest in battle array, led by the 
Baron Bies^u, the gallant commander of Crown Point. 
Had all his troops been as daring as himself, the camp 
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nuglxt hi^ye jseen oaxried by. afisaiilt ; but the Canf^diiq;^ and 
Indians held back, ported them^o^yea behind ^r^ea, ^jh^ 
took to bush-%hting: 

The Baron was l^ft with his regulaxe (two hundred 
grenadier^) in front of the camp. He kept up a fire by 
platoons, but at too great a distanpe to do much mii^chief ; 
the Canadians and Indians fifed from their coyerts. The 
artillery played on theqfi in return. The camp, having 
recovered frpm ite panio, opened a fire pf musketry. Tb-Q 
engagement ^secai^Q general. T)ie French grenadiers stoo^l 
their grbimd bravely for a long timet* but w^^^ ^?®*^4^y 
cut up by the artillery and small arms, ^e, action slack- 
ened on the p£^ of ine Fr^^icb, uixtil af|er $| long contest 
they gave way. Johnson's men aud the Indian^ then lefi^ped 
over the breastwork, and a chance-medley fight ensued 
that ended in the slaughter, rout, q^ capture of ^e eneiuyl 

"Pie Barou de Dipsk&u ^^ been disabled by a wound m 
the leg. One of bis men, who endeavoi^red to assist h^W^ 
was shot 4own by his side. Thp Ba^n, l^fc alouje vft l^fsi 
retreat, was foimd by the pursuers lea.ning again^' the 
stump pf a tree. As they approached, he f(^lt for his-vratdi 
to insure kind treatiiipnt by de^v;^ring it up, A solflier, 
thinking he ^as drawing forth a pistol to ^efend himself, 
shot him through the hips. He vas conveyed Of prisoner 
to the camp, but ultimately died of his wounds. 

The Baron bad really set on f^qm prown Point to surprise 
Fort Edward, and, if suopessfid, to push on to Al^ny and 
Schenectady ; lay them in ashes, and cut off all con^nuni- 
cation with Oswegp. Th^ Canadians and Indians, however, 
refused to e^ttack the fort, fearful pf ijts cannon; he liad 
chauged his plan, therefore, and determined to surprise tbie 
camp. ]|n the encounter with tbe detachn^ien^ undco: 
Williams, ilip brave Chevalier Lpgardeur de St. Piprre lost 
his life. On the part of the Americans, Hendrick, a £unoi}« 

old Mphawk ^hei^, gza^4 ^7 ^^ GeueraL Johnson, yvas 
glain. 

Johnson himself received a flight wound early in thj^ 
action, aud retired to l^s tent. He did not follow up tbe 
victory aft he shoi;ld have done, alleging that it lya^ 
first necessary to build a strpng fort at bis encconpment, bj 
way of keejping up a commimication with Albany, ||ug[ by 
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iihe time this was completed, it would be too late to advance 
against Crown Point. He accordingly created a stockaded 
fort, which received the name of William Henry; and 
having garrisoned it, returned to Albany. His services, 
although they gained him no laurel-wreath, were rewarded, 
^y government with five thousand pounds, and a baro- 
netcy ; and he was made Superintendent of Indian AfiEEurs.^ 
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Befoni^ in the Militia LawB — ^Discipline of the Troope— Dagworthy and 
the Question of Precedence— Washington's Joufney to Boston— S^le 
of Travelling— Conference with Shirley— The Earl of Loudoun— 
Military Rule for the Colonies— Washington at New York— Miip 
Mary Philipse. 

MoBTiFYiNa experience had convinced Washington of the 
inefficiency of the militia laws, and he now set about 
effecting a reformation. Through his great and perse- 
vering efforts, an act was passed in the Virginia legisla- 
ture ^ving prompt operation to courts-martial; punishing 
insubordination, mutiny and desertion with adequate 
severity ; strengthening the authority of a commander, so 
as tq enable him to enforce order and discipline among 
officers as well as privates ; and to avail himself, in time 
of emei^ency, and for the cpmmon safety, of the means 
and services of individual. 

This being effected, he proceeded to fill up his companies, 
and to enforce this newly-defined authority within his 
camp. All gaming, drinking, quarrelling, swearing, and 
similar excesses, were prohibited under severe penalties. 

In disciplining his men, they were instructed not merely 
in ordinary and regular tactics, bnt in all the strategy of 
Indian warfare, and what is called ''bush-fighting," — a 
knowledge indispensable in the wild wars of the wilderness. 
Stockaded forts, too, were constructed at various points, as 
places of refuge and defence, in exposed neighbourhoods. 
Uixder shelter of these, the inhabitants began to return to 

4 Johnson's Letter to the Colonial Gfovemors, Sept. 9th, ^753. 
London Mag., 1755, p. 544. Holmes' Am. Aiuials, vol. ii., p. 63. 
4th edit., 1829. 
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iiheir deserted homes. A shorter and better road, also, 
was opened by him between Winchester and Cumberland, 
for the transmission of reinforcements and supplies. 

His exertions, however, were impeded by one of those 
questions of precedence, which had so often annoyed him, 
arising from the difference between crown and provincial 
commissions. Maryland having by a scaniy appropriation 
raised a small militia force, stationed a Captain Dagworthy, 
with a company of thirty men, at Fort Cumberland, which 
stood within the boundaries of that province. Dagworthy 
had served in Canada in the preceding war, and had re- 
ceived a king's commission. This he had since commuted 
for half-pay, and; of course, had virtually parted with its 
Tsrivileges. He was nothing more, therefore, than a Mary- 
land provincial captain, at the head of thirty men. He 
now, however, assumed to act under his royal commission, 
and refused to obey the orders of any officer, however high 
his rank, who merely held his commission from a governor. 
Nay, when Governor, or rather Colonel Innes, who com- 
manded at the fort, was called away to North Carolina by 
his private affairs, the captain took upon himself the com- 
mand, and insisted upon it as his right. 

Parties instantly rose, and quarrels ensued ainong the 
inferior officers ; grave questions were agitated between 
the Governors of Maryland and Virginia, as to the fort 
itself; the former claiming it as within his province, the 
latter insisting that, as it had been built according to orders 
sent by the king* it was a king's fort, and eould not be 
subject to the authority of Maryland. 

Washington regained frx)m mingling in this dispute; 
but intimated that if the commander-in-chief of the forces 
of Virginia must yield precedence to a Maryland captain 
of thirty men, he should have to resign his commission, as 
he had been compelled to do before, by a question of mili- 
tary rank. 

So difficult was it, however, to settle these disputes of 
precedence, especially where the claims of two govemon, 
came in collision, that it was determined to refer the mat- 
ter to Major-General Shirley, who had succeeded Braddock 
in the general command of the colonies. For this purpose 
Washic^ton was to go to Boston, obtain a decision from 
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Shirley of the point in dispute, and a general regulation, 
by which these difficultie« could be preyented in future. 
It was tho^ught, also, that in a conference with the com« 
mander-in-chief he might inform himself of the military 
measures in contemplation. 

Accordingly, on the 4di o<. February (1756), leaving 
Colonel Adam Stephens in command of the troops, Wash** 
ington set out on his mission, accompanied by his aide^e- 
camp. Captain George Mercer of Yii^ginia, and Captain 
Stewart of the Yirginia light horse ; the officer who had 
taken care of General Braddock in his last moments. 

In those days ti^e oonyeniences of travelling, even be* 
tween our main cities, were few, and the roads execrable. 
The party, therefore, travelled in Yirginia style, on horse^ 
back, attended by their black servants in livery.^ In this 
way they aocompHshed a journey of five hundred miles in 
the depw of winter ; stopping for some days at Philadelphia 
and Mew York. Those cities were then comparatively 
small, and the arrival of a party of young Southern officers 
attracted attention. The late disastroius battle was still 
the theme of every tongue, and the honourable way in 
which these young officers had acquitted themselves in it, 
made them objects of universal interest. Washington's 

* We have hiirherto treated of Wttshiagton in his campaigns in the 
wilderness, frugal and scanty in his equipments, often, very probably, 
in little better than hunter^s garb. His present excursion tlirougli 
some of ihe Atlantic cities presents him in a different aspect. His 
recent inteiooune with young British nft&cen had probably eleyated 
his aotiois as to style in dress and appearance: at least we are inclined 
to suspect so from the following aristocratical order for clothes, sent 
shortly before the time in question, to his correspondent in*London. 

" Si complete livery suits for servants; with a spare cloak, and all 
other necessary triiffiB^ings for two suits more. I would have you 
choose the livery by our aims, only as the field of the arms is white^ I 
think the clothes had better not be quite so, but nearly like the in- 
closed. The trimmings and facings of scarlet, and a scarlet waistcoat. 
If livery lace is not quite disused, I should be glad to have the cloaks 
laced. I like that fashion best, and two silver-laced hats for the above 
servants. 

" 1 set of horse furniture, with livcoy laoe, with the Washington 
crest on the housings, &c. The cloak to be of the same piece and 
eolotir of the clothes. 

'* 3 gold and scarlet swwd-kiiots. 3 silver and blue do. 1 &shioa- 
tUe gDld-laoed hat." 
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fame» especially, liad gone before him ; liaTing been spread 
by the officers who had' served with him, and by the public 
honours decreed him by the Virginian legislature. ** Yoirr 
name,'' wrote his former fellow-campaigner, Gist, in a letter 
dated in the preceding autumn, '* is more talked of in 
Philadelphia than that of any other person in the army, and 
everybody seems willing to venture under your command.'' 

With these prepossessions in his favour, when we consider 
Washington's noble person and demeanour, his consummate 
horsemanship, the admirable horses he was accttstomed to 
ride, and the aristocratical style of his equipments, we 
may imagine the effect produced by himself and his little 
cavalcade as they clattered through the streets of Phila- 
delphia, and New York, and Boston* It is needless to say 
their sojoxim in each city was a continual fete. 

The mission to General Shirley was entirely successM 
as to the question of rank. A written order from tbe 
commander-in-chief determined that Dagworthy was en- 
titled to the rank of a provincial captain only, and, of 
course, must on all occasions give precedence to Colonel 
Washington as a provincial field officer. The latter was 
disappointed, however, in the hope of getting himself and 
his officers put upon the regular establishment, with com- 
missions from the king, and had to remain subjected to 
mortifying questions of rank and etiquette when serving 
in company with regular troops. 

From General Shirley he learnt that the main objects of 
the ensuing campaign would be the reduction of Fort 
Niagara, so as to cut off the communication between 
Canada and Louisiana; the capture of Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, as a measure of safety for New York ; tbe 
besieging of Fort Duquesne, and the menacing of Quebec 
by a body of troops which were to advance by the 
Kennebec Eiver. 

The official career of General Shirley was drawing to a 
close. Though a man of good parts, he had always, until 
recently, acted in a civil capacity, and proved incompetent 
to conduct military operations. He wcus recalled to 
England, and was to be superseded by General Abercrombie, 
who was coming out with two regiments. 

The general command in America, however, was to be 
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held by the Earl of Loudoun, who waa inyested with 
powers almost equal to those of a viceroy, being placed 
above aU the colonial governors. These might claim to 
be oivil and military representatives of their sovereign 
within their respective colonies; but, even there, were 
bound to defer and yield precedence to this their official 
superior. This was part of a plan devised long since, but 
now first brought into operation, by which the ministry 
hoped to imite the colonies under military rule, and 
oblige the assemblies, magistrates, and people, to fiimish 
quarters and provide a general fund, subject to the control 
of this militaj^^ dictator. 

Beside his general command, the Earl of Loudoun was 
to be governor of Virginia and colonel of a royal American 
regiment of four battalions, to be raised in the colonies, 
but furnished with officers who, like himself, had seen 
foreign service. The campaign would open on his arrival, 
which, it was expected, would be early in the spring, and 
brilliant results were anticipated. 

Washington remained ten days in Boston, attending, 
with great interest, the meetings of the Massachusetts 
legislature, in which the plan of military operations was 
ably discussed, and receiving the most hospitable atten- 
tions from the polite and intelligent society of the place, 
after which he returned to New York. 

Tradition gives very different motives from those of 
business for his two sojourns in the latter city. He found 
there an early friend and schoolmate, Beverly Bobinson, 
son of John Bobinson, speaker of the Virginia House of 
Burgesses. He was living happily and prosperously with 
a young and wealthy bride, having married one of the 
nieces and heiresses of Mr. Adolphus Fhilipse, a rich land- 
holder, whose manor-house is still to be seen on the banks 
of the Hudson. At the house of Mr. Beverly Bobinson, 
where Washington was an honoured guest, he met Miss 
Mary Philipse, sister and co-heiress of Mrs. Bobinson, a 
young lady whose personal attractions are said to have 
rivalled her reputed wealth. 

We have already given an instance of Washington's 
early sensibility to female charms. A life, however, of 
constant activiiy and care, passed for the most part in the 

m2 
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irildemess and on the frontiei*, far from female socieij, 
had left little mood or leisure far the indulgence of tke 
tender sentiment, btet made him more sensible, in the 
present brief interval of gay and social life, to the at^ 
tractions of an elegant liroman, brought up in the polite 
circle of New York. 

That he was an open admirer of Mifis Fhilipdo is m 
historical &ct ; that he sought her hcmd, but was refused, 
is traditional, and not very probable. His military rank, 
his early laurels and distinguished presence, were all 
oalculated to win fkYouf in female eyes : but his (^joum 
in New York was brief; he may have been diffident in 
ui^ging his suit tvith a lady accustomed to the homage of 
society and surrounded by admiretfi. The most probable 
version of the story is, ttiat he was called away by his 
public duties before he had made sufficient approaches in 
his siege of the lady's heart to warrant a summons to 
Burrendet. In the latter part of March we find him at 
Williamsburg, attending the opening of the legislature of 
Yirginia, eager to promote measures for the protection of 
the frontier and the capture of Fort Duquesne, the leading 
object of his ambition. Maryland and Pennsylvaiiia were 
electing forts for the defence of their own borders, bat 
showed no disposition to co-opetate with Yirginia in the 
field, and artillery, artillerymen, and engineers, were 
wanting for an attack on fortified places. Washington 
urged, therefore, an augmentation of the provincial faroes, 
and various improvements in the militia laws. 

While thus engaged, he received a letter from a friend 
and confidant in New York, warning him to hasten back 
to that city before it was too late, as Captain Morris^ who 
had been his fellow aide-de^oamp under Braddo<^, was 
laying close siege to Miss Philipse. Sterner alarms, how- 
ever, summoned him in another direction. Expresses 
from Winchester birought word that the French had mads 
another sortie from Fort Duquesne, accompanied by bands 
of savages, and were spreading terror and desolation 
through the country. In this moment of exigency all 
softer claims were forgotten ; Washington repaired in all 
haste to his post at Winchester, and Captain Morris wm 
Vdit to utge hiA suit unrivalled and oanry off the pnaar 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Vronbles in the Shenandoah ViiUey-**Of<eeiiwii(f OouH tad Lord Ffoi&x 
in danger — Alerms at Wiacbeeter^Waahiogton Appealed to for pro- 
tection — Attacked by the Virginia Press — Honoured bj the Public^— 
Prefects for Defence— 'Suggestions of Washington — The Gentlemen 
Associators — Retreat of the Savages — ^Expedition agaioit Kittanning 
-^Captain Hug^ Mereer-^Seeond Struggle throng the Wildemeas. 

Befobt had not exaggerated the troubles of the frontier. 
It WSU9 marauded by merciless bauds of savages, led, in 
some instances, by Frenchmen, Travellers were mur- 
dered, farmhouses burnt down, families butchered, and 
even stockaded forts, or houses of refuge, attacked in open 
day. The marauders had crossed the mountains and 
penetrated the valley of the Shenandoah, and several 
nersons had fiJIen beneath the tomahawk in the neigh- 
Dourhood of Winchester. 

Washington's old friend, Lord Fairfax, found himself no 
longer safe in his rural abode* Greenway Court was in 
the midst of a woodland region, affording a covert 
approach for the stealthy savage. His lordship was con- 
SKlered a great chief, whose sciJp would be an inestimable 
trophy for an Indian warrior. Fears were entertained, 
therefore, by his friends, that an attempt would be made 
to surprise him jA his green-wood castle. His nephew. 
Colonel Martin, of the militia, who resided with him, 
sQ^ested the expediency of a removal to the lower settle- 
ments beyond me Blue Ridge. The high-spirited old 
nobleman demurred ; his heart cleaved to me home which 
he had formed for himself in the wilderness. *' I am an 
old man," said he, *' and it is of little importance whether 
I &I1 by the tomahawk or die of disease and old age ; but 
you are young, and, it is to be hoped, have many years 
before you, therefore decide for us both ; my only fear is, 
that* if we retire, the whole district will break up and 
take to flight; and this fine country, which I have been 
at such cost and trouble to improvet will again become a 
wilderness." 

Colonel Maxtin took but a short time to deliberate. He 
knew the Earless character of his uncle, and perceived 
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what was his inclinatioii. He oonsidered that hisjordship 
had nnmeroiis retainers, white and black, wi^ hardy 
huntsmen and foresters to rally round him, and that 
Greenway Oonrt was at no great distance from Winchester; 
he decided, therefore, that they should remain and abide 
the course of events. 

Washington, on his arrival at Winchester, found the 
inhabitants in great dismay. He resolved immediately to 
organize a force, composed partly of troops from Fort Cum- 
berland, partly of militia from Winchester and its vicinity, 
to put himself at its head, and '* scour the woods and sus 
pected places in all the mountains and valleys of this part 
of the frontier, in quest of the Indians and their more cruel 
associates." 

He accordingly despatched an express to Fort Cumber- 
land with orders for a detachment frx)m the garrison ; *' but 
how," said he, " are men to be raised at Winchester, since 
orders are no longer regarded in the count}'?" 

Lord Fairfax, ancL other militia officers with whom he 
consulted, advised that each captain should call a private 
muster of his men, and read before them an address, or 
'* exhortation " as it was called, being an appeal to their 
patriotism and fears, and a summons to assemble on the 
15th of April to enrol themselves for the projected moun- 
tain foray. . 

This mei^ure was adopted; the private musterings 
occurred ; the exhortation was read ; the time and place of 
assemblage appointed; but, when the day of enrolment 
arrived, not more than fifteen men appeared upon the 
ground. In the mean time the express returned with sad 
accounts from Fort Cumberland. No troops could be ftir- 
nished frx)m that quarter. The garrison was scarcely 
strong enough for self-defence, having sent out detach- 
ments in diflferent directions. The express had narrowly 
escaped with his life, having been fired upon repeatedly, 
his norse shot under him, and his clothes riddled wilh 
bullets. The roads, he said, were iilfcsted with savages ; 
none but himters, who knew how to thread the forests at 
night, could travel with safety. 

Horrors accumulated at Winchester. Every hour brought 
its tale of terror, true or &lae, of houses burnt, &milieB 
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massacred, or beleaguered and famishing in stockaded 
forts. The danger approached. A scouting party had 
been attacked in the Warm Spring Mountain, about twenty 
miles distant, by a large body of French and Indians, 
mostly on horseb^ick. The captain of the scouting party 
and several of his men had been slain, and the rest put to 
flight. 

An attack on Winchester was apprehended, and the 
terrors of the people rose to agony. They now turned to 
Washington as their main hope. The women surrounded 
him, holding up their children, and imploring him, with 
tears and cries, to save them from the savages. The 
youthful commander looked round on the suppliant crowd 
with a countenance beaming with pi^t and a heart wrung 
with anguish. A letter to Grovernor JDinwiddie shows the 
conflict of his feelings. *' I am too little acquainted with 
pathetic language to attempt a description of tiiese people's 
distresses. But what can I do ? I see their situation ; I 
know their danger, and participate their sufferings, with- 
out having it in my power to give them further relief than 
uncertein promises." ** The supplicating tears of the 
women, and moving petitions of Ihe men, melt me into 
such deadly sorrow, that I solemnly declare, if I know my 
own mind, I could offer myself a willing sacrifice to the 
bntehering enemy, provided that would contribute to the 
people's ease." 

^e unstudied eloquence of this letter drew from the 
governor an instant order for a militia force from the upper 
counties to his assistance ; but the Yirginia newspapers, in 
descanting on the frontier troubles, threw discredit on the 
army and its officers, and attached blame to its commander. 
Stung to the quick by this injustice, Washington publicly 
declared that nothing but tiie imminent danger of the 
times prevented him from instantly resigning a command 
from which he could never reap either honour or benefit. 
His sensitiveness called forth strong letters from his 
friends, assuring him of the high sense entertained at the 
seat of government, and elsewhere, of his merits and 
services. ** Your good health and fortune are the toast of 
every table," wrote .his early friend, Colonel Fairfax, at 
that time a member of the governor's council. ** Your 
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endeavours in the seirvice and delS^ce of your ooimtxy 
must redound to your honour." 

*' Our hopes, dear George," wrote Mr. Eabinaon, the 
speaker of the House of Burgesses, " are all fised on you 
for bringing our affairs to a happy issue. Consider what 
£»tal consequenoes to your country your resigning the conv- 
mand at this time may be, especially as there is no doubt 
most of the officers will foUow your example." 

In fact, the situation and services of Uie youthful com- 
mander, shut up in a frontier town, destitute of forces, 
surrounded by savage foes, gallantly, though despairingly, 
devoting himself to the safety of a suffering people, were 
properly understood throughout the oountry, ajMl excited a 
glow of enthusiasm in his favour. The legislature, too, 
began at length to act, but timidly and inefficiently. '' The 
oountry knows her danger," writes one of the members, 
*' but such is her parsimony, that she is willing to wait for 
the rains to wet the powd^, and the rats to eat the bow- 
strings of the enemy, rather than attempt to drive them 
from her frontiers." 

The measure of relief voted by the Assembly was an 
additional appropriation of twenty thousand pounds, and 
an increase of the provincial force to fifteen hundred men. 
With this it was proposed to erect and garrison a chain of 
j&ontier forts, extending through the ranges of the Allegany 
Moimtains, from the Potomac to the borders of !North 
Carolina, a distance of between three and four hundred 
miles. This was one of the inconsiderate projects devised 
by Governor Dinwiddie. 

Washington, in letters to the governor and to the speaker 
of the House of Burgesses, ui^d the impolicy of such a 
plan, with thoir actual force and means. The forts, he 
observed, ought to be within fifteen or ei^teen miles of 
each other, tnat their spies might be able to keep watch 
over the intervening coimtry, otherwise the Indians would 
pass between them unperceived, effect their ravages, and 
escape to the moimtains, swamps, and ravines before the 
troops from the forts could be assembled to pursue them. 
They ought each to be garrisoned with eighty or a hundred 
men, so as to afford detachments of sufficient strength, 
without leaving the garrison too weak; for the Indians 
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aro the most stealthy ^nd patient of spies and Inrkers ; will 
lie in wait for days ^together about small forts of the kind, 
and if they find, by some chance prisoner, that the garrison 
is actually weak, i^'ill first surprise and cut off its scouting 
parties, and then attack the fort itself. It was evident, 
therefore, observed he, that, to garrison properly such a 
hoe of forts, would require at least two thousand men. 
And, even then, a line of such extent might be broken 
through at one end before the other end could 3rield assist- 
ance. Feigned attacks, also, might be made at one point, 
while the real attack was made at another quite distant; 
and the country be overrun before its widely-posted de- 
fenders could be alarmed and concentrated. Then must 
be taken into consideration the immense cost of building 
so many forts, and the constant and oonsmning expense of 
suppHes and transportation. 

His idea of a defensive plan was to build a strong fort at 
Winchester, the central point, where all the main roads 
met, of a wide range of scattered settlements, where tidings 
could soonest be collected from every quarter, and whence 
reinforcements and supplies could most readily be for* 
warded. It was to be a grand deposit of military stores, a 
residence for commanding officers, a place of refuge for the 
women and children in time of alarm, when the men had 
suddenly to take the field; in a word, it was to be the 
citadel of the frontier. 

Beside this, he would have three or four large fortresses 
erected at convenient distances upon the frontiers, with 
powerful garrisons, so as to be able to throw out, in con- 
stant succession, strong scouting parties to range the 
country. Fort Cumberland he condemned as being out of 
the province, and out of the track of Indian incursion; 
insomuch that it seldom received an alarm imtil all the 
mischief had been effected. 

His representations with respect to military laws and 
regulations were equally cogent. In the late act of the 
Assembly for raising a regiment, it was provided that, in 
eases of omoigency, if recruits should not offer in sufficient 
number, the militia might be drafted to supply the defi- 
ciencies, but only to serve until December, and not to be 
miurohed oat of the province. In this case, said he, before 
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they liave entered upon service, or got the least smattering 
of duty, they will claim their discharge ; if they are pur- 
suing an enemy who has committed the most nnheaid-of 
cruelties, he has only to step across the Potomac and he is 
safe. Then as to the limits of service, they might just as 
easily have been enlisted for seventeen months as seven* 
They would then have been seasoned as well as disciplined; 
«* for we find by experience," says he, " that our poor 
ragged soldiers would kill the most active militia in five 
days' marching." 

Then, as to punishments: death, it was true, had been 
decreed for mutiny and desertion ; but there was no punish- 
ment for cowardice, for holding correspondence with the 
enemy, for quitting or sleeping on one's post — all capital 
offences, according to the military codes of Europe. Neither 
were there provisions for quartering or billeting solders, 
or impressing waggons and other conveyances, in times of 
exigency. To crown all, no court-martial could sit out of 
Virginia — a most embarrassing regulation when troops 
were fifty or a hundred miles beyond the frontier. He 
earnestly suggested amendments on all these points, as 
well as with regard to the soldiers' pay, which was less 
than that of the regular troops or the inroops of most of the 
other provinces. 

All these suggestions, showing, at this youthful age, that 
forethought and circumspection which distinguished him 
throughout life, were repeatedly and eloquently urged upon 
Governor Dinwiddie with very little effect. The plan of a 
frontier line with twenty-three forts was persisted in. Fort 
Cumberland was pertinaciously kept up at a great and use- 
less expense of men and money, and the militia laws re- 
mained lax and inefficient. It was decreed, however, that 
the great central fort at Winchester, recommended by 
Washington, should be erected. 

In the height of the alarm a company of one hundred 
gentlemen, mounted and equipped, volunteered their ser- 
vices to repair to the frontier. They were headed by 
Peyton Bandolph, attorney-general, a man deservedly 
popular throughout the province. Their offer was gladly 
accepted. They were denominated the ** Gentlemen Ab- 
sociators," and great expectations, of course, were entei^ 
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tained from their gallantly and devQtion. They were 
empowered, also, to aid with their judgment in the selec- 
tion of places for frontier forts. 

The " Gentlemen Associators," like all gentlemen asso- 
ciators in similar emergencies, turned out with great zeal 
and spirit, and immense popular e£fect, but wasted their 
fire in preparation and on the march. Washington, who 
well understood the value of such aid, observed dryly in a 
letter to Governor Dinwiddle, '* lam heartily glad that you 
have fixed upon these gentlemen to point out the places 
for erecting forts, but regret to find their motions so slow." 
There is no doubt that they would have conducted them- 
selves gallantly had they been put to the test, but before 
they arrived near the scene of danger the alarm was over. 
About the beginning of May, scouts brought in word that 
the tracks of the marauding savages tended toward Fort 
Duquesne, fis if on the return. In a little while it was 
ascertained that they had recrossed the Allegany Mountain 
to the Ohio, in such numbers as to leave a beaten track 
equal to that made in the preceding year by the army of 
Braddock. 

The repeated inroads of the savages called for an 
effectual and permanent check. The idea of being con- 
stantly subject to the irruptions of a deadly foe, that moved 
with stealth and mystery, and was only to be braced by its 
ravages, and counted by its footprints, discouraged all 
settlement of the country. The beautiful valley of the 
Shenandoah was fast becoming a deserted and a silent 
place. Her people, for the most part, had fled to the 
older settlements south of the mountains, and the Blue 
Bidge was likely soon to become virtually the frontier line 
of the province. 

We have to record one signal act of retaliation on the 
perfidious tribes of the Ohio, in which a person whose 
name subsequently became dear to Americans was con- 
cerned. Prisoners who had escaped from the savages 
reported that Shingis, Washington's faithless ally, and 
another sachem, called Captain Jacobs, were the two heads 
of the hostile bands that had desolated the frontier. That 
they lived at Eittanning, an Indian town, about twenty 
miles above Fort Duquesne ; at which their waxrioiB were 
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fitted out for incnmons, and whither they returned with 
iheir priaoners and plunder. Captain Jacobs was a daring 
fellow, and scoffed at palisadoed forts. *^ He could take 
any fort," he said, *' that would catch fire." 

A party of two hundred and eighty provincials, resolute 
men, undertook to surprise and destroy this savage nest 
It was commanded by Colonel John Armstrong ; and with 
him went Dr., now Captain Hugh Mercer, eager to revenge 
the savage atrocities of which he had been a witness at the 
defeat of Braddook. 

Armstrong led his men rapidly, but secretily, over moun- 
tain and through forest, until, after a long and perilous 
march, they reached the Ohio, It was a moonlight night 
when they arrived in the neighbourhood of ELittanning. 
They were guided to the village by whoops and yells, and 
the sound of th« Indian drum* The warriors were cele« 
brating their exploits by the triumphant scalp-dance. 
After a while the revel ceased, and a number of fires ap- 
peared here and there in a corn-field. They were made by 
such of the Indians as slept in the open air, and were in- 
tended to drive off the gnats. Armstrong and his men lay 
down *' quiet and hush," observing everything narrowly, 
and waiting until the moon should set, and the warriors be 
asleep. At length the moon went down, the fires burned 
low, all was quiet. Armstrong now roused his men, some 
of whom, wearied by their long mareh, had fallen asleep. 
He divided his foroes ; part were to attack tbe warriora in 
the com<>field, part were despatched to the houses, which 
were dimly seen by the fijret streak of day. There was 
sharp firing in both quarters, for the Indians, though taken 
by surprise, fought bravely, inspired by the war-whoop of 
their chief. Captain Jacobs. The women and children fled 
to the woods. Several of the provinoials were kiUed and 
wounded. Captain Hugh Mercer received a wound in the 
arm, and was taken to the top of a hill. The fierce chief- 
tain. Captain Jacobs, was besieged in his house, which had 
port- holes, whence he and his warriors made havoc among 
his assailants. The adjoining houses were set on fire. The 
chief was summoned to surrender himself. He replied ho 
was a man, and would not be a prisoner. He was told he 
would be burnt. His reply was, ♦* he would kill four Of 
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five lyefore hb died/^ llie flamed and amoke appToached* 
** One of the besieged woniofrs, to show his saanhood, began 
to sing. A squaw at the same time waa heatd to cry, biit 
was severely rebuked by the men." * 

In the end, the warriors were driven ont by the flames; 
some escaped, and some were shot. Among &e latter was 
Captain Jacobs, and his gigantic son, fiaid to be seven feet 
high. Fire was now set to all the houses, thirty in ninnbon 
*^ Dnring the btirning of the honses," says Colonel Arm* 
strong, *' we were agreeably entertained with a qnick 
saccession of charged guns, ^:«diially firing off as reached 
by the fire, but much more so with the vast explosion of 
snndry bags and large kegs of powder, wherewith ahnost 
every honse abomided.'^ The oolonp] was in a strange 
conation to enjoy snoh an entertainment, having received 
a wound from a large musket-bs^ in the shoulder. 

The object of the expedition was accomplished. Thirty 
or forty of the warriors were slain, their stronghold was a 
amoking ruin. There was ganger of the victors being cut 
off by a detachment from Fort Buquesne. They made the 
best of their way, therefore, to their horses, which hud 
been left at a distance, and set off tapidly on their march 
homewards^ 

Captain Hu^ Mercer was again 1^ behind wounded. 
He had another long, solitary, and painful struggle through 
the wilderness, and i^in reached Fort Cumberiand sick, 
weary, and half famished. Heaven reserved him to illus- 
trate a more distinguished page in American history/ 
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CHAPTEB XXL 

Founding of Fort Loudoun — ^Washington's Tour of Inspection— Ineffi- 
ciency of the Militia System-^Qtsntlemen Soldien-*-Cref9s -Purposes 
'With Dinwiddie— Military Affairs in the North— Delays of- Lord 
Loudoun-*Aotivity of Montoalm — Loudoun in Winter Quarters. 

Throughout the summer of 1756, Washington exeri^d him- 
self diligently in carryTng out measures determined upon 
for frontier security. The great fortress at Winchester waa 

^ Letter fiMnOdiL AnmArong. * Golmual BsgSstor, tii, S6T.. 
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oommenced, and the work tuge^ forward as ezpeditiouBly 
as the delays aad perplexities incident to a badly-organized 
service would permit. It received the name of Fort Lou- 
doun, in hononr of the commander-in-chief,' whose arrival 
in Yii^inia was hopefully anticipated. 

As to the sites of the frontier posts, they were decided 
upon by Washington and his officers, after frequent and 
long constdtations ; parties were sent out to work on them, 
and men recruited, and militia drafted, to garrison them. 
Washington visited occasionally such as were in progress 
and near at hand. It was a service of some peril, for the 
mountains and forests were still infested by prowling 
savages, especially in the neighbourhood of these new 
forts. At one time when he was reconnoitring a wild 
part of the coimtry, attended merely by a servant and a 
guide, two men were murdered by the Indians in a solitary 
defile shortly after he had passed through it. 

In the autumn he made a tour of inspection along the 
whole line, accompanied by his friend. Captain Hugh 
Mercer, who had recovered from his recent wounds. Thia 
tour furnished repeated proo& of the inefficiency of the 
militia system. £i one place he attempted to raise' a force 
with which to scour a region infested by roving bands of 
savages. After waiting several days, but five men answered 
to his summons. In another place, where three companies 
had been ordered to the relief of a fort, attacked by the 
Indians, all that could be mustered were a captain, a lieu- 
tenant, and seven or eight men. 

When the. militia were drafted, and appeared under arms, 
the case was not much better. It was now late in the au- 
tumn ; their term of service, by the act of the legislature, 
expired in December, — ^half of "&ie time, therefore, was lost 
in marching out and home. Their waste of provisions was 
enormous. To be put on allowance, like other soldiers, 
they considered an indignity. They would sooner starve 
than carry a few days' provisions on their backs. On the 
march, when breakfast was wanted, they would knock 
down the first beeve they- met with, and, after regaling 
themselves, march on till dinner, when they would take 
the same method ; and so for supper, to the great oppres- 
sion of the people. For the want of proper military laws 
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ttey were obstinate, self-willed, and perverse. Every 
individual had his own crade notion of things, and would 
undertake to direct. K his advice were neglected he would 
think himself slighted, abused, and injured, and to redress 
himself would depart for his home. 

The garrisons were weak for want of men, but more so 
from, indolence and irregularity. None were in a posture 
of defence, few but might be surprised with the greatest 
ease. At one fort the Indians rushed from their lurking 
place, pounced upon several children playing under the 
walls, and bore them oif before they were discovered. 
Another fort was surprised, and many of the people massa- 
cred in the same manner. In the course of his tour, as he 
and his party approached a fort, he heaid a quick firing for 
several minutes; concluding that it was attacked, they 
hastened to its relief, but found the garrison were merely 
amusing themselves firing at a mark, or for wagers. In 
this way they would waste their ammunition as freely as 
they did their provisions. In the mean time the inhabit- 
ants of the country were in a wretched situation, feeling 
the little dependence to be put on militia, who were slow 
in coming to their assistance, indifferent about their pre- 
servation, unwniing to continue, and regardless of every- 
thing but of their own ease. In short they were so appre- 
hensive of approaching ruin, that the whole back countiiy 
was in a general. motion towards the southern colonies. 

From the Catawba, he was escorted along a range of 
forts by a colonel, and about thirty men, chiefly officers. 
*' With this smaU company of irregulars," says he, "with 
whom order, regularity, circumspection, and vigilance were 
matters of derision and contempt, we set out, and, by the 
protection of Providence, reached Augusta court-house in 
seven days, without meeting the enemy; otherwise, we 
must have fallen a sacrifice, through the indiscretion of 
these whooping, hallooing, gentlemen soldiers I " 

How lively a pictui-e does this give of the militia system 
at all times, when not subjected to strict military law ! 

What rendered this year's service peculiarly irksome and 
embarrassing to Washington, was the nature of his corre- 
spondence with Governor Dinwiddie. That gentleman, 
either fr^n the natural hurzy and confusion of his mind. 
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or from a real dispoeition to perplex, -was exbemely ambi- 
guous and unsatisfactory in most of his orders and replies. 
*' So much am I kept in the dark/' says Washington, in 
one of his letters^r *' that I do not know whether to prepare 
for the offensive or defensive. "What would be absolutely 
necessary for the one, would be quite useless for the 
other." And again: ^*The orders I receive are full of 
ambiguity. I am left like a wanderer in the wilderness, 
to pix>ceed at hazard. I am answerable for consequences, 
and blamed, without the privilege of defence." 

In nothing was this disposition to perplex more apparent 
than in the governor's replies respecting Fort Cumberland. 
Washington had repeatedly urged the abandonment of ihis 
fort as a place of frontier deposit, being within the bounds 
of another province, and out of the track of Indian incur- 
sion ; so that often the alarm would not reach there until 
after the mischief had heeaa. effected. He applied, at length, 
£oT particular and positive directions from the governor on 
this head. " The following," says he, ** is an exact copy 
of his answer: — *Fort Cumberland is a king^s fort, and 
•built chiefly at the charge of the colony, therefore properly 
under our direction until a new governor is appointed.' 
Kow, whether I am to understand this ay or no to the plain 
simple question asked, Is the fort to be continued or re- 
moved? I know not. But in all important matters I am 
directed in this ambiguous and uncertain way.'* 

Governor Dinwiddle subsequently made himself explicit 
on this point. Taking offence at some of Washington's 
comments on the military affairs of the -frontier, he made 
the stand of a self-willed and obstinate man, in the case of 
Fort Cumberland ; and represented it in such light to Lord 
Loudoun, as to draw from his lordship an order, that it 
should be kept up : and an implied census^ of the conduot 
of Washington in slighting a post of such paramount im- 
portance. **I cannot agree with Colonel Washington," 
writes his lordship, ** in not drawing in the posts from the 
stockade forts, in order to defend that advanced one ; and 
I should imagine much more of the frontier will be ex- 
posed by retiring your advanced posts near Winchester, 
where I understand he is retired ; for, from your letter, I 
take it for giaBted he has before this ^aouted his pLui, 
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without waiting for any advice. If lie leaves any of the 
great quantity of stores behind, it will be very unfortunate, 
and he ought to consider that it must lie at his own door." 
Thus powerfully supported, Dinwiddle went so fiar as to 
order that the gairisons should be withdrawn from the 
stockades and small frontier forts, and most of the troops 
from Winchester, to strengthen Fort Cumberland, which 
was now to become head-quarters; thus weakening the 
most important points and places, to concentrate a force 
where it was not wanted, and would be out of the way in 
most cases of alarm. By these meddlesome moves, made 
by Governor Dinwiddle from a distance, without knowing 
anything of the game, aU previous arangements were 
reversed, every thing was ^own into confusion, and 
enormous losses and expenses were incurred. 

«« Whence it arises, or why, I am truly ignorant," writes 
Washington to Mr. Speaker Bobinson, '* but my strongest 
representations of matters relative to llie frontiers are dis- 
regarded as idle and frivolous ; my propositions and mea- 
sures as partial and selfish ; and all my sincerest endeavours 
for the service of my country are perverted to the worst 
purposes. My orders are dark and uncertain; to-day ap- 
proved, to-morrow disappoved." 

Whence all this contradiction and embarrassment arose 
has since been explained, and with apparent reason* 
Governor Dinwiddle had never recovered from the pique 
caused by the popular elevation of Washington to the 
command in preference to his favourite. Colonel Innes* 
His irritation was kept alive by a little Scottish &ction, 
who were desirous of dlsgustmg Washington with the 
service, so as to induce him to resign and make way for 
his rival. They might have carried their point during the 
panic at Winchester, had not his patriotism and his sym- 
pathy vdth the public distress been more powerful than 
his self-love. He determined, he said, to bear up under 
these embarrassments in the hope of better regcdatiuns 
when Lord Loudoun shotdd arrive, to whom he looked for 
the future fate of Virginia. 

While these events were occurring on the Virginia 
frontier, military affairs went on tardily and heavily at 
the north. The campaign against Canada, which was to 
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bare opened early in the year, hxmg fire. The armament 
ooming ont for the pnrpose, nnder Lord Londonn, was 
delayed throxi^ the want of energy and imion in the 
British cabinet. General Abercrombie, who was to be 
next in command to his lordship, and to snoceed to 
General Shirley, set sail in advance for New York with 
two regiments, but did not reach Albany, the head- 
qnarters of military operation, until the 25th of June. 
He billeted his soldiers upon the town, mach to the dis- 
gust oi the inhabitants, and talked of ditching and stock- 
ading it, but postponed all exterior ^terprisee until the 
am^ g£ Lord Loudoun; tiien tiie campaign was to open 
in earnest 

On the 12th of July came word that the forts Ontario 
and Oswego, on each side of the mouth of the Oswego 
Biver, were menaced by the French. They had been 
mipex^ctly constructed by Shirley, and were insufficieiitly 
garrisoned, yet contained a great amount of military and 
naval stores, and protected the vessels which cruised on 
Lake Ontario. 

Major-general Webb was ordered by Abercrombie to 
hold himself in readiness to march with one regiment to 
the relief of these forts, but received no further orders. 
Eveiything awaited the arrival at Albany of Lord Loudoun, 
which at length toc^ place on the 2dth <^ July. Theie 
wesre now at least ten thousand troops, regulars and pro- 
vincials, loitering in an idle camp at Albany, yet reli^ to 
Oswego was still delayed. Lora Loudoun was in &voiir 
of it, but the governments of New York and New England 
urged the immediate reduction of Crown Point as neces- 
sary for the security of their £tonti^. After much debate, 
it was agreed that General Webb fifiiould march to ihe 
relieff of Oswego. He left Albany on the 12th of August, 
but had scarce reached the carrying-place, between the 
Mohawk Eiv«r and Wood Greek, when he received ne^vs 
that Oswego was reduced and its garrison captured. 
While the British commanders had debated, Field-marshal 
the Marquis De Montcahn, newly arrived from France, 
had acted. He was a different kind of soldier from 
Abercrombie. or Loudoim. A capacious mind and enter- 
prising spirit animated a small, but active and untiring 
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fintfoe. Qxdek m itbought, quick in speech, quicker still 
in actiDn, he oompiiebeiuied «v«rythiu^ at a glance, and 
moved bom point ix) point of th0 prpyino© with a celerity 
Mid aecjcecy tiM^ completely baffled bJ« elaw und pondering 
antagonists^ Crown PxMiit and Ticouderoga were Tisited^ 
and steps taken to streugihen their works aud provide for 
their secnriiy ; then horning to Montreal, he put himself 
at liie head iS a force of regulars, Canadians, and Indians ; 
aaoended die St» Xiawrence to Lake Ontario ; blocked up 
the mooth of the Onondaga by his vessels, landed hip 
guns, and besieged the two forts ; drove the gaarison .out 
of ene into the other, killed tho conunander, Colonel 
Mercer, and oo^papelled tiie garrisons to surrender prisoners 
of war. With the forts was taken an immense amount of 
military slorea, ammunitjon, and provisions ; one hundred 
and tweoty-on^ ca^incn, fourteen mortars, six vessels of 
war, a vaat number of batteaux, .and three chests of money. 
His blow a^eved, Montcalm returned in triumph tp 
Montreal, and sent the colours of the captured forts to be 
hung up as trophies in the Canadian churches. 

The season was now too &r advanced for Lord Loudoun 
to enter upon any great military enterprise ; he poshK>ned, 
therefore, the .great Northern campaign, so much talked of 
and debated, until the following year, and having taken 
measures for the protection of his frontiers, and for morp 
active operations in ihe spriiig, returxied to New York, 
hung iup his sword, and went into comfortable w;uitQ7 
qnarteisa. 

CHAPTER XXn, 

Waihington vinctiofttes his eooduct to Lord Loudounr-~HiB reception 
]t>y his Lordship — ^Military Pla^s — Lord .Loudoun at Halifax — ^Mont- 
calm on Lak^ Gkox^e — His Triumphs — Lord Loudoun's Failures — 
Washington at Winchester — Continued Misunderstandings with Din- 
widdie— Betura to Mount Vernon. 

-CmcfJKSTANC^ had led Washington to think that Lord 
Loudoun ** had received impressions to his prejudice by 
Hedse representations .of feicts," and that a wrong idea 
prevailed at head-<]uarters respecting the state of military 
afiBEors in Yizginia. He was anxious* therefore, for an 

k2 
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opportunity of placing all these matters in a proper Ught ; 
and, understanding that there was to be a meieting in 
Philadelphia, in the month of March, between Lord 
Londoxin and the southern governors, to consult about 
measures of defence for their respective provinces, he 
wrote to Governor Dinwiddie for permission to attend it. 

" I cannot conceive," writes Dinwiddie, in reply, ** what 
service you can be of in going there, as the plan concerted 
will, in course, be communicated to you dnd the other 
officers. However, as you seem so earnest to go, I now 
give you leave." 

This ungracious reply seemed to warrant the suspicions 
entertained by some of Wajshington's fidends, that it was 
the busy pen of Governor Dinwiddie which had given the 
" false representation of facts " to Lord Loudoun. About 
a month, therefore, before the time of the meeting, Wash- 
ington addressed a long letter to his lordship, explanatory 
of military c^f^drs in the quarter where he had commanded. 
Li this he set forth the various defects in the militia laws 
of Virginia, the errors in its system of defence, and the 
inevitable confusion which had thence resulted. 

Adverting to his own conduct : ** The orders I receive," 
said he, '*are full of ambiguity. I am left like a wan- 
derer in the wilderness to proceed at hazard. I am 
answerable for consequences, and blamed, without the 
privilege of defence. * * ♦ * It is not to be wondered 
at if, under such peculiar circumstances, I should be sick 
of a service which promises so little of a soldier's reward. 

** I have long been satisfied of the impossibility of con- 
tinuing in this service without loss of honour. Lideed, I 
was fully convinced of it before I accepted the command 
the second time, seeing the cloudy prospect before me; 
and I did, for this reason, reject the offer, until I was 
ashamed any longer^'to refuse, not oaring to expose my 
character to pubUc censure. The solicitations of the 
country overcame my objections and induced me to accept 
it. Another reason has of late operated to continue me in 
the service imtil now, and that is, the dawn of hope that 
arose when I heard your lordship was destined, by his 
Majesty, for the important command of his armies in 
America, and appointed to the government of his dominion 
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of Yirginia. Hence it was that I drew my hopes, and 
fondly pronounced your lordship our patron. Although I 
have not the honour to be known to your lordship, yet 
your name was familiar to my ear on account of the 
important services rendered to his Majesty in other parts 
of the world," 

The manner in which Washington was received by 
Lord Loudoun, on arriving in Philadelphia, showed him 
at once that his long explanatory letter had produced the 
desired effect, and that his character and conduct were 
justly appreciated. During his sojourn in Philadelphia, 
he was frequently consulted on points of frontier service, 
and his advice was generally adopted. On one point it 
failed. He advised that an attack should be made on Fort 
Duquesne, simultaneous with the attempts on Canada. 
At such time a great part of the garrison would be drawn 
away to aid in the defence of that province, and a blow 
might be struck more likely to insure the peace and safety 
of the southern frontier thaii all its forts and defences. 

Lord Loudoun, however, was not to be convinced, or at 
least persuaded. According to his plan, the middle and 
southern provinces were to maintain a merely defensive 
warfare ; and as Virginia would be required to send four 
hundred of her troops to the aid of South Carolina, she 
would, in fBwt, be left weaker than before. 

Washington was also disappointed a second time in the 
hope of having his regiment placed on the same footing as 
the regular army, and of obtaining a king's commission ; 
the latter he was destined never to hold. 

Hia representations with respect to Fort Cumberland 
had the desired effect in counteracting the mischievous 
intermeddling of Dinwiddle. The Virginia troops and 
stores were ordered to be again removed to Fort Loudoun, 
at Winchester, which once more became head-quarters, 
while Fort Cumberland was left to be occupied by a 
Maryland garrison. Washingt9n was instructed, likewise, 
to correspond and co-operate, in military affairs, with 
Colonel Stanwix, who was stationed on the Pennsylvania 
frontier, with five hundred men from the Eoyal American 
regiment, and to whom he would be, in some measure sub- 
ordinate* This proved a correspondence of friendship, aa 



182 IifFK OP WASmKOTON. [1757. 

W^ll lis daiy ; Colonel Stftttwbt being a genHeuian <^ high 
moral worth, m w^ll as great ahilitjr in military a&irs. 

The great plan of operations at the north waa again 
doomed to flaalnre. The rednotion of Crown Point, on 
Li^e Champlain, which had long txeen meditated, was laid 
aside, and the captoro of Lonisbnrg snbstittited, as an 
acquisition of far greater importance. This was a place of 
great oonseqnence, sitoated on the isle of Cape Breton, and 
stron^y fortified. It commanded the fisheries of New- 
foundland, overawed New England, and was a main hid- 
wark to Acadia. 

In the course of July, Lord Lotidaan set sail for Halifax 
with aU the troops he could collect, amounting to about 
six thousand men, to join With Admiral Holboume, who 
had just arrired at that port with elef en sMps of the line, 
a fire*ship, bomVketch, and fleet of transports, having on 
board six thousand men. With this united force Lord 
Loudoun anticipated the certain capture of Louisbnrg. 

Scarce had the tidings of his Lordship's departure 
reached Canada, than' the active Montcalm again took the 
field, to follow up the successes of the preceding year. 
Fort William Henry, which Sir Wm. Johnson had erected 
on the southern shore of Lake George, was now his object ; 
it commanded the lake, and was an important protection 
to the British frontier. A brare old officer, Colonel Monro, 
with about five hundred men, formed the garrison ; more 
than three times that number of militia were intrenched 
near by. Montcalm had, early in the season, made three 
inefiectual attempts upon the fort, he now trusted to be 
more successful. Collecting his forces fi'om Crown Point, 
Ticonderoga, and the adjacent ports, with a considerable 
number of Canadians and Indians, altogether nearly e^ht 
thousand men, he advanced up the lake, on the Ist of 
August, in a fleet of boats with swarms of Indian canoes in 
the advance. The fort came near being surprised ; but the 
troops encamped without iii abahdoned uxeir tents and 
hurried within the works. A summons to suirender was 
answered by a brave defiance. Montcalm invested the 
fort, made his approaches, and battered it with his 
artillery. For five days its veteran commander kept up a 
vigorous defence, trusting to receive assistance from Gene^ 
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ral Webb, who had fidled to relieve Fort Osirego in the 
PTecediug yeax, and who was now at Fort Edward, about 
fifteen nules distant, with npwards of five thousand men. 
Instead of this, Webb, who overrated the Fronoh forces, 
sent him a letter, advising him to capitulate. The letter 
was intercepted by Montcalm, but still forwarded to 
Monro. The obstinate old soldier, however, persisted in 
his defence, until most of his cannon were biorst, and his 
ammtmition expended. At length, in the month of August, 
he hung out a flag of truce, and obtained honourable terms 
from an enemy who knew how to appreciate his valour. 
Montcalm demolished Ihe fort, carried off all the artillery, 
and munitions of ^ar, with vessels employed in Ihe navi* 
gation of the lake ; and having thus completed his destruc- 
tion of the British defences on this firontier, returned once 
more in triumph with the spoils of victory, to hang up 
fresh trophies in the churches of Canada. 

Lord Loudomi, in the meait time, fomed hi. junction 
with Admiral Holboume at Hali&x, and the troops were 
embarked with all diligence on bo&rd of the transports. 
Unfortunately, the French were again too quick for them. 
Admiral de Bois de la Mothe had arrived at Louisburg, 
with a large naval and land force ; it was ascertained that 
he had seventeen ships of the line, and three frigates, 
quietly moored in the harbour ; that the place was well 
fortified and supplied with provisions and ammunition, and 
garrisoned with six thousand regular troops, three thousand 
natives, and thirteen hundred Indians. 

Some hotheads would have urged an attempt agaiost all 
such array of force, but Lord Loudoun was aware of the 
probability of defeat, and the disgrace and ruin that it 
would bring upon British arms in America. He wisely, 
though ingloriously, returned to New York. Admiral 
Holboume made a silly demonstration of his fleet off the 
harbour of Louisburg, approaching within two miles of the 
batteries, but retired on seeing 3ie French Admiral pre- 
paring to unmoor. He afterwards returned with a rein- 
forcement of four ships of the line ; cruised before Louis- 
bui^, endeavouring to draw the enemy to an engs^ment, 
which De la Mothe had the wisdom to decline ; was over- 
taken by a hurricane, in which one of his ships was lost^ 
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eleven were dismasted, others had to throw their guns 
overboard, and all returned in a shattered condition to 
England. Thus ended the northern campaign by land 
and sea, a subject of great mortification to the nation, 
and ridicule and triumph to the enemy. 

During these unfortunate operations to the north, Wash- 
ington was stationed at Winchester, shorn of part of his 
force by the detachment to South Carolina, and left with 
^even hundred men to defend a frontier of more than three 
hundred and fifty miles in extent. The capture and demo- 
lition of Oswego by Montcalm had produced a disastrous 
effect. The whole country of the five nations was aband- 
oned to the French. The frontiers of Pennsylvania,. Jilaiy- 
land, and Virginia were harassed by repeated inroads of 
French and Indians, and Washington had the mortification 
to see the noble valley of the Shenandoah almost deserted 
by its inhabitants, and fast relapsing into a wilderness. 

The year wore away on his part in the harassing service 
of defending a wide frontier with an insufficient and badly 
organized force, and 'the vexations he experienced were 
heightened by continual misunderstandings with Governor 
Dinwiddle. From the ungracious tenor of several of that 
gentleman's letters, and from private information, he was 
led to believe that some secret enemy had been making 
fedse representations of his motives and conduct, and pre- 
judicing the governor against him. He vindicated himself 
warmly from the alleged aspersions, proudly appealing to 
the whole course of his public career in proof of their 
falsity. "It is uncertain," said he, "in what light my 
services may have appeared to your honour ; but this I 
know, and it is the highest consolation I am capable of 
feeling, that no man that ever was employed in a public 
capacity has endeavoured to discharge the trust reposed in 
him with greater honesty and more zeal for the country's 
interest than I have done; and if there is any person 
living who can say, with justice, that I have offered any 
intentional wrong to the public, I will cheerfully submit 
to the most ignominious punishment that an injured people 
ought to inflict. . On the other hand it is hard to have my 
character arraigned, and my actions condemned, without a 
hearing." 
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His magnanimous appeal had but little effect. Dinwiddie 
was evidently actuated by the petty pique of a narrow and 
illiberal mind, impatient of contradiction, even when in 
error. He took advantage of his official station to vent his 
spleen and gratify his petulance in a variety of ways 
incompatibie with the courtesy of a gentleman. It may 
excite a grave smile at the present day to find Washington 
charged by this very smallrminded man with looseness in 
his way of writing to him ; with remissness in his duty 
towards him ; and even with impertinence in the able and 
eloquent representations which he felt compelled to make 
of disastrous mismanagement in military a&airs ; and still 
more to find his reasonable request, after a long course of 
severe duty, for a temporary leave of absence to attend to 
his private concerns, peremptorily refused, and that with 
as Uttle courtesy as though he were a mere subaltern 
seeking to absent himself on a party of pleasure. 

The multiplied vexations which Wasmngton had latterly 
experienced from this man, had preyed upon his spirits, 
and contributed, with his incessant toils and anxieties, to 
undermine his health. For some time he struggled with 
repeated attacks of dysentery and fever, and continued in 
the exercise of his duties ; but the increased violence of 
his malady,, and the uigent advice of his friend Dr. Craik, 
the army surgeon, induced him to relinquish his post 
towards the end of the year and retire to Mount Vernon. 

The administration of Dinwiddie, however, was now at 
an end. He set sail for England in January, 1758, very 
little regretted, excepting by his immediate hangers-on, 
and leaving a character overshadowed by the imputation 
of avarice and extortion in the exaction of illegal fees, and 
of downright delinquency in regard to large sums trans- 
mitted to him by government to be paid over to the province 
in indemnification of its extra expenses ; for the disposition 
of which sums he failed to render an account. 

He was evidently a sordid, narrow-minded, and some- 
what arrogant man ; bustling rather than active ; prone to 
meddle with matters of which he was profoundly ignorant, 
and absurdly imwilling to have his ignorance enlightened. 
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CHAPTER XXm. 

Wafihiogton recovers his Health — ^A|;ain in Command at Fort Loudoim 
— Administration of Htt — Loudoun fucceeded by Greneral Aber- 
crombie — Militi^ Arrangements — Washington Commander-in-Chief 
of the Yiiiginia Foroea — ^Amherst agaiust Louiabuiig— ^Qeneral Wolfe 
— Montgomery — Capture of Louisburg — Abearrarombie on lAke 
Qeoige — ^Death of Lord H<n¥e — ^Bapuke of Aber(»rombie — SucoeGs of 
Bcadiitreet at Oswego. 

For sereral months Washington was afflicted hj retmns of 
his malady, accompanied by symptoms indicative as he 
thought of a decline. '* My constitotion," writes he to his 
friend Colonel Stanwiz, ** is much impaired, and nothing 
can retrieve it bat the greatest care and the moat cir- 
cumspect course of life.' This being the case, as I have 
now no prospect left of preferment in the military vsray, 
and despair of rendering that immediate service 'wrliich 
my country may require from the person commanding its 
troops, I have thoughts of quitting my command and 
retiring £rom all public business, leaving my post to be 
filled by some other person more capable of the task, and 
who may, perhaps, have his endeavours crowned with 
better success than mine have been." 

A gradual improvement in his health, and a change in 
his prospects, encouraged him to continue in what really 
was his favourite career, and at the beginning of April he 
was again in command at Fort Loudoun. Mr, Francis 
Fauquier had been appointed successor to Dinwiddie, and, 
until he should arrive, Mr. John Blair, president of the 
council, had, from his ofSce, charge of the governments 
in the latter Washington had a fnend who appreciated his 
character and services, and was disposed to carry out his 
plans. 

The general aspect of affairs, also, was more animating. 
Under the able and intrepid administration of William 
Pitt, who had control of the British cabinet, an effort was 
made to retrieve the disgraces of the late American 
campaign, and tp carry on the war with greater vigour. 
The instructions for a common fond were discontinued; 
there was no more talk of taxation by Parliament. Lord 
Loudoim, from whom so much had been anticipated, had 
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disappointed by Ms inactivity, and been reHeved from a 
command in which he had attempted much and done bo 
little. His Mends alleged that his inactiTity -wbs owing 
to a want of nnanimity and coK>peiiation in the eoloni^ 
governments, which paralyzed all his well-meant efforts. 
Franklin, it is probable, probed the matter with his ttsaal 
sagacity when he characterized him as a man *' entirely 
made up of indecision.*' — " Like St. George on the signs, 
he was always on horseback, bat never rode on." 

On the retnm of his lordship to England, the general 
command in America devolved on Major-general Aber- 
crombie, and the forces were divided into three detached 
bodies ; one, mider Major-general Amherst, was to operate 
in the north with the fleet nnder Boecawen, for the 
lediidtion of Lotiisbtirg and the island of Cape Breton; 
another, nnder Abercrombie himself, was to proceed 
against Ticonderoga and Crown Point on Lake Champlain ,' 
aoad the third, mider Brigadier-general Forbes, who had 
the charge of the middle and southern colonies, was to 
undertake the reduction of Fort Duquesne. The colonial 
troops were to be supplied, like the reralars, with arms, 
ammunition, tents and provisions, at the expense of 
government, but clothed and paid by the colonies; for 
which the king would reccommend to Parliament a proper 
compensation. The provincial officers appointed by the 
governors, and of no higher rank than colonel, were to be 
equal in command, when united in service, with those who 
held direct from the king, according to the date of their 
commissions. By these wise provisions of Mr, Pitt, a 
fertile cause of heartburnings and dissensions was removed. 

It was with the greatest satisfaction Washington saw his 
favourite measure at last adopted, the reduction of Fort 
Duquesne; and he resolved to continue in the service 
until that object was accomplished. In a letter to Stanwix, 
who was now a brigadier-general, he modestly requested 
to be mentioned in favourable terms to General Forbes, 
** not," said he, '* as a person who would depend upon him 
for fiirther recommendation to militarv preferment (for I 
have long conquered all such inclinations, and shall serve 
this campaign merely for the purpose of affording my best 
endeavours to bring matters to a conclusion), but as a 
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person who would gladly be distingoislied in some measure 
from, the common run of provincial officers, as I understand 
there will be a motley herd of ns." He had the satis£au3tion 
subsequently of enjoying the fullest confidence of General 
Forbes, who knew too well the sound judgment and prac- 
tical ability evinced by him in the unfortunate campaign 
of Braddock not to be desirous of availing himself of his 
counsels. 

Washington still was commander-in-chief of the Yirginia 
troops, now augmented, by an act of the Assembly, to two 
regiments of one thousand men each ; one led by himself^ 
the other by Colonel Byrd; the whole destined to make a 
part of the army of General Forbes in the expedition 
against Fort Duquesne. 

Of the animation which he felt at the prospect of serving 
in this long-desired campaign, and revisiting with an 
effective force the scene of past disasters, we have a proof 
in a short letter, written during the excitement of the 
moment, to Major Francis Halket, his former companion 
in arms. 

"My dear Halket: — ^Are we to have you once more 
among us ? And shall we revisit together a hapless spot, 
that proved so fetal to many of our former brave com- 
panions ? Yes ; and I rejoice at it, hoping it will now be 
in our power to testify a just abhorrence of the cruel 
butcheries exercised on our friends in the unfortunate day 
of General Braddock's defeat ; and, moreover to show our 
enemies that we can practise all that lenity of which they 
only boast, without affording any adequate proof." 

Before we proceed to narrate the expedition against Fort 
Duquesne, however, we will briefly notice the conduct of 
the two other expeditions, which formed important parts 
in the plan of military operations for the year. And first, 
of that against Lotdsburg and the Island of Cape Breton. 

Major-general Amherst, who conducted this expedition, 
embarked with between ten and twelve thousand nien, in 
the fleet of Admiral Boscawen, and set sail about the end 
of May from Halifex, in Nova Scotia. Along with him 
went Brigadier-general James Wolfe, an officer young in 
years, but a veteran in military experience, and destined 
to gain an almost romantic celebriiy. He may almost be 
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said to have been bom in the camp, for he was the son^of 
Major-general Wolfe, a veteran officer of merit, and when 
a lad had witnessed the battles of Dettingen and Fontenoy. 
While a mere jonth he had distinguished himself at the 
battle of Laffeldt, in the Netherlands ; and now, after having 
been eighteen years in the service, he was but thiriy-one 
years of age. In America, however, he was to win his 
lasting laurels. 

On the 2nd of June the fleet arrived at the Bay of 
Gabarus, about seven miles to the west of Louisburg. The 
latter place was garrisoned by two thousand five hundred 
regulars and thi^e hundred militia, and subsequently rein- 
forced by upwards of four hundred Canadians and Indians. 
In the harbour were six ships-of-the-line and five frigates, 
three of which were sunk across the mouth. For several 
days the troops were* prevented from landing by boisterous 
weather and a heavy surf. The French improved that 
time to strengthen a chain of forts along the shore, deepen- 
ing trenches, and constructing batteries. 

On the 8th of June preparations for landing were made 
before daybreak. The troops were embarked in boats in 
three divisions, under Brigadiers Wolfe, Whetmore, and 
Laurens. The lanrJi-ng was to be attempted west of the 
harbour, at a place feebly secured. Several frigates and 
sloops previously scoured the beach with their shot, after 
which Wolfe pulled for shore with his division, the other 
two divisions distracting the attention of the enemy by 
making a show of landing in other parts. The surf still 
ran high ; the enemy opened a fire of cannon and musketry 
from their batteries ; many boats were upset ; many men 
slain; but Wolfe pushed forward, sprang into the water 
when the boats grounded, dashed through the surf with his 
men, stormed the enemy's breastworks and batteries, and 
drove them from the shore. Among the subalterns who 
stood by Wolfe on this occasion was an Irish youth, 
twenty-one years of age, named Eichard Montgomery, 
whom, for his gaDantry, Wolfe promoted to a lieutenancy, 
and who was destined, in after years, to gain an imperish- 
able renown. The other divisions effected a landing after 
a severe conflict; artillery and stores were brought on 
shore, and Louisburg was formally invested. 
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^Thie weather contiiMxed boifiteroos ; the lieaTj oannon, 
And the various mimitioDS necessary for a sieges* were laaded 
with dif&culiy. AmhesBt, moTeoYer, was a oaatious mao, 
and made his apptroaohes slowly, secTiring bis caiop hj 
redoubts and epaulements* The Ohevalier Drucour, who 
comzDsaded at Louifibu!^, oalled in his oulT)08ts, and pre- 
pared for a desperate dei^nce, keeping up a neayy fire mm 
his batteries, and from the ships in the harbour. 

Wolfe, with a s^ng detachment, «urpzised at night, and 
took possession k^. Light House Foin^ on- tbe north-east 
fiide of tbe eniaranoe to the harbour. Here he threw up 
batteries in addition to those already there, from which he 
was enabled greatly to annoy boi^ town and shipping, as 
well as to aid AmbBrBt in Ua alow but regular and sure 
approaches. 

On the 21st of July the three largest ^f tha enemy's 
ships were set on fire by a bombshell. On the nigbt of the 
25^ two other of the dbdps were boarded, sword in haoid, 
from boats of the squadron;; one being aground, was burnt, 
tiie etiii^ was towed out of the harbour in triumplu The 
bauve Drueour kept up tbe defence until all the anips weie 
ei'&er taken or destroyed^ forty out of fifty-two pieces of 
•cannon dismounted^ and his works mere h&aipB of rains. 
When driven to eapitulate, he refused the terma proposed, 
as being too severe ; and, when threatened with ^a general 
assault by sea and land, determined to abide it rsE^ier than 
«ubmit to what he considered a bumiliation. The prayens 
and petitions of the inhabitants, however, overcame his 
obstinacy. The place was anrrendered, and he and his 
garrison became priaeneacs of war. Captain Amherst, 
brotiier to the general, carried home the news to England, 
with eleven pair of colours taken a4i Iiouisburg. There 
were rejoicing throughout the kingdom* The oolouis 
were h^L^iTtdmi^ltibvor^}. the^^te of London, with 
a parade of horse and foot, kettle'49:ums and trumpets^ and 
the thumder of artillery, and were put up <aa trophies in St 
Paul's Cathedral. 

Boscawen, who was a member of Parliament, received a 
unanimous vote of praise from iiie House of Commons, and 
the youthful Wolfe, who returned, shortly after the victory, 
to England, was hailed as the bero of tbe enterprise. 
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We faftve dioj^oaed of one of the three great ezpeditiona 
contemplated in the plan of the year's campaign. The 
second was that against the Prench forts on I^akos George 
and Champkdn, At the beginning of Jnly, Abercrombie 
was encai^ed on tiae borders of Lake George, with 
between six and seven thousand regulars, and upwards of 
nine thousand provincials, from New England, New York, 
and New Jersey. Major Israel Putnam, of Connecticut, 
who had served on this lake, under Sir William Johnson, 
in the campai^ in which Dieakau was defeated and slain, 
had been detached with a scouting party to reconnoitre 
the nei^bourhood. After his xetum and report, Aber- 
dombie pzepared to proceed against Ticonderoga, situated 
on a tongue of land in Lake Champlain, at the mouth o£ 
the strait communicatixiig witJi Lake tiwx^. 

On the 5th of July the foroes were embarked in one 
hundred aad twenty-five whale-boats and nine hundred 
batteanx, with the artillery on ra&. The vast flotilla pro- 
ceeded slowly down the lake with banners and pennons 
flattering in the summer breeze, arms glitteriag in the 
sunshine, and martisd music echoing along the wood- 
clad zBOuntains. With Abercrombie went Lord Howe, a 
yonng nobleman, brave and entezprising, full of martial 
enthusiasm, and' endeared to the soldiery by the generosity 
of his disposition and the sweetness of his manners. 

On the first aught they bivouacked for some hoars at 
fiabbatii-day Point, but re-embarked before midnighL The 
next day they landed on a point on the western shore, just 
at the entrance of the strait leading to Lake Champlain. 
Here ttu&y were formed into three columus, and pushed 
forward* 

They soon came upcm the enemy's advanced guard« a 
battalion encamped behind a log breastwork. The French 
set fiie to their camp and retreated. The columns kejpt 
their form and pressed forwaard, but, through ignorance of 
their guides, became bewildered in a dense forest, fell into 
oonfosion, and blundered upon each other. 

Lord Howe urged on with the van of the right centre 
column. Putmosa, who was with him, and more expe- 
rienced in forest war&re« endeavoured in vain to inspire 
him with >oaation« After a time they came upon a 4etacb- 
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ment of the retreating foe, who, like themselves, bad lost 
their way. A severe conflict ensued. Lord Howe, who 
gallantly led the van, was killed at the onset. Hib fall 
gave new ardour to his troops. The enemy were routed, 
some slain, some drowned, about one hundred and fifty 
taken prisoners, including five officers. Nothing further 
was done that day. The death of Lord Howe more than 
counterbalanced the defeat of the enemy. His loss was 
bewailed, not merely by the army, but by the American 
people ; for it is singular how much this young nobleman, 
m a short time, had made himself beloved. The point near 
which the troops had landed still bears his name ; the place 
where he fell is still pointed out ; and Massachusetts voted 
him a monument in Westminster Abbey. 

With Lord Howe expired the master-spirit of the enter- 
prise. Abercrombie fell back to the landing-place. The 
next day he sent out a strong detachment of regulars, royal 
provincials, and batteaux men, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bradstreet, of New York, to secure a saw-mill which the 
enemy had abandoned. This done, he followed on the 
same evening with the main forces, and took post at the 
mill, within two miles of the fort. Here he was joined by 
Sir William Johnson, with between four, and five hundred 
savage warriors from the Mohawk Biver. 

Montcalm had called in all his forces, between three and 
four thousand men, and was strongly posted behind deep 
intrenchments and breastworks eight feet high, with an 
abbatis, or felled trees, in front of his lines, presenting a 
horrid barrier, with their jagged boughs pointing outward. 
Abercrombie was deceived as to the strength of the French 
works ; his engineers persuaded him they were formidable 
only in appearance, but really weak and flimsy. Without 
waiting for the arrival of his cannon, and against the opinion 
of his most judicious officers, he gave orders to storm the 
works. Never were rash orders more gallantly obeyed. 
The men rushed forward with fixed bayonets, and attempted 
to force their way through, or scramble over the abbatis, 
under a sheeted fire of swivels and musketry. In the 
desperation of the moment, the officers even tried to cut 
their way through with their swords. Some even reached 
the parapet, where they were shot down. The breastwork 
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was too hi^ to be cninuounted, and gave a seoiire covert to 
the enemy. Eepeated aasaults were made, and oe often 
repelled with dr^adfdl havoo. The Iroqnois warriors, who 
had arriTed with Sir William Johnson, took no part, it is 
said, in this fieroe oonfliot, bat stood aloof as nnconcezned 
epectators of &e bloody strife of white men. 

After four hours of desperate and fruitless fighting, 
Abercrombie, who had all Ihe time remained aloof at the 
saw-mills, gave up the ill-judged attempt, and withdrew 
once more to the landing-place, with the loss of nearly two 
thousand in killed and wounded. Had not the vastly 
inferior force of Montcalm prevented him from sallying 
beyond his trenches, the retreat of the British might have 
been pushed to a headlong and disastrous fli^t. 

Abercrombie had still nearly four times the number of 
the enemy, with cannon, and all the means of canying on 
a siege with every prospect of success ; but the fEolure of 
this rash assault seems completely to have dismayed him* 
The next day he re-embarked aU his troops, 'and returned 
across that lake where his disgraced banners had recently 
waved so proudly. 

While ^e general was planning fortifications on Lake 
George, Colonel Bradstreet obtained pennission to carr^ 
into effect an expedition which he had for some time medi- 
tated, and which had been a favoured project with the 
lamented Howe. This was to reduce Tort Frontenac, the 
stronghold of Ihe Fr^ach on the north side of the entrance 
of Lake Ontario, oommandling tiie mouth of l&e St. Law- 
rence. This post was a central point of Indian trade, 
where the tribes resorted from all parts of a vast interior, 
sometinies a distance of a thousand miles, to traffic away 
their peltries with the fur-traders. It was, moreover, a 
magassine fdr the more southern posts, among which was 
Fort Duquesne on the Ohio. 

Bradstreet was aa officer of spirit. Pushing his way 
along the valley of the Mohawk and by the Oneida, where 
he was joined by several warriors of the Six Nations, he 
arrived at Oswego in August with nearly three thousand 
men, the greater part of them provincicd troops of New 
York and Massachusetts. Embarking at Oswego in open 
boats, he mossed jLake Ontario, and htnded wi^ina mile 
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of Frontenac. The fort mounted sixty guns and several 
mortars ; yet, thongli a place of sttcli importance, the gar- 
rison consisted of merely one htmdred and ten men and a 
few Indians. These either fled or surrendered at discre- 
tion. In the fort was an immense amount of merchandifie 
and military stores, part of the latter intended for the 
supply of Fort Ihiquesne. In the harbour were nine armed 
vesseLs, some of them carrying eighteen guns — ^the whole of 
the enemy's shipping on &e lake. Two of these Colonel 
Bradstreet freignted with part of the spoils of the fort, the 
others he destroyed ; then, having dismantled iihe fortifica- 
tions, and laid waste everything which he could not carry 
away, he re-crossed the lake to Oswego, and returned -wHk 
his troops to the army on Lake George. 
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Slow Operatioss— Washington orders out the Militiar— BGs&ion to Wil- 
liamsburg—Halt at Mr. Chamberlayne's— Mrs. Martha Custia— A 
brief Courtship— An Engagement— Return to Winchester — The Bifle 
Drees — Indian Scouts — ^Washington elected to the House of Bur- 
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' Duquesne— March for the Fort — ^Indiscreet Conduct a£ Major Qraat 
— ^Disastrous Consequences— Washmston advances against Fort Du- 
quesne — ^End of the Expedition — ^Washington returns Home — Wb 
Marriage. 

Operations went on slowly in that part of the year's 
campaign in which Washington was inmiediately engs^ed 
— ^the expedition against Fort Duquesne. iBrigadier- 
general Forbes, who was commander-in-chief, was detained 
at Philadelphia by those delays and cross-purposes inci- 
dent to military affairs in a new country. Colonel 
Bouquet, who was to command the advanced division, 
took his station, with a corps of regulars, at Baystown, in 
the centre of Fennsylyania. There, slowly assembled 
troops from various parts; three thousand Pennsylvauians, 
twelve hundred and fifty South Carolinians, and a. few 
hundred men from elsewhere. 

Washington, in the mean time, gathered togeHxer his 
scattered regiment at Winchester, some from a distance of 
two hundred miles, and diligently disciplined his recmita. 
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He had two Virginia regiments tinder him, amoimting^ 
when oonmlete, to abont nineteen hnndred men* Seven 
hundred Indian warriors, also, came lagging into his 
camp, lured by the prospect of a snccessfol campoigni 

The president of the conncil had given Washington a 
discretLonaiy power in the present jnncture to order out 
militia for the purpose of garrisoning the fort in the 
absence of the regular troops. Washington exercised the 
power with extreme reluctance. He considered it, ho 
said, an afGur of too important and delicate a nature for 
him to manage, and apprehended the discontent it might 
occasion. In &ct, his sympathies were always with the 
husbandmen and the labourers of the soil, and he deplored 
the evils imposed upon them by arbitrary drafts for 
military service ; a scruple not often indulged by youthful 
commanders. 

The force thus assembling was in want of arms, tents, 
field-equipage, and almost every requisite. Washington 
had made repeated representations, by letter, of the desti- 
tute state of the Yiiginia troops, but without avail; he 
was now ordered by Sir John St. Clair, the quartermaster- 
general of the forces under General Forbes, to repair to 
Williamsburg, and lay the state of the case before the 
council. He set off promptly on horseback, attended by 
Bishop, the well-trained military servant, who had served 
the late General Braddock. It proved an eventful journey, 
though not in a military point of view. In crossing a 
feny of the Pamunkey, a branch of York Eiver, he fell in 
company with a Mr. Chamberlayne, who lived in the 
neighbourhood, and who, in the spirit of Virginian 
hospitality, claimed him as a guest. It was with difficulty 
Washington could be prevailed on to halt for dinner, so 
impatient was he to arrive at Williamsburg and accomplish 
his mission. 

Among the guests at Mr. Chamberlayne's wad a young 
and blooming widow, Mrs. Martha Custis, daughter of Mr. 
John Dandridge, both patrician names in the province. 
Her husband, John Parke Custis, had been dead about 
three years, leaving her with two young children and a 
large fortune. She is represented as being rather below 
the middle size, but extremely well shaped, with an 

o2 
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agreeable countenance, dark bazel eyes and liair, and 
those frank, engaging manners, so eapti-vating in Bontkem 
women. We are not informed whether Washington bad 
met with her before ; probably not during her vddowhood, 
as daring that time he had been almost contannally on the 
frontier. We have shown that, with all his ^raviiy and 
reserve, he was qnickly susceptible to female charms ; and 
they may have had a greater effect upon him when thus 
casually encountered in fleeting moments snatched from 
the cares and perplexities and rude scenes of frontier war- 
£Bire> At any rate, his heart appears to have been taken 
by surprise. 

The dinner, which in those days was an earlier meal 
than at present, seeiaed all too short. The afternoon 
passed away like a dream. Bishop was punctual to the 
orders he had received on halting ; the horses pawed at 
the door ; but for once Washington loitered in Ihe patibi of 
duty. The horses were countermanded, and it was not 
until the next morning that he was again in the tsaddle, 
spurring for Williamsburg. Happily the White House, 
the residence of Mrs. Custis, was m New Kent County, at 
no great distance from that city, so that he had oppor- 
tunities of visitix^ her in the intervals of business. His 
time for courtship, however, was brief. Military duties 
called him back almost immediately to Winchestoar; but 
he feared, should he leave the matter in suspense, some 
more enterprising rival might supplant him during his 
absence, as in the case of Miss PhilipBe, at New York. 
He improved, therefore, his brief opportunity to the 
utmost. The blooming widow had many suitors, but 
Washington was graced with that renown so ennobling in 
the eyes of woman. In a word, before they separated, 
they had mutually pHghted their faith, and tiie marriage 
was to take place as soon as the campaign against l^'ort 
Duquesne was at an end. 

Before returning to Winchester, Washington was obliged 
to hold conferences with Sir John St. Clair and Colond 
Bouquet, at an intermediate rendezvous, to give them 
information respecting the frontiers and arrange about the 
marching of his troops. His constant word to them was 
forward! forward! For the precious time for action teas 
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clipping away, and he feared their Indian aUiee, so 
important to their secnzity while on the march, might, 
with their nsnal fickleness, lose patience and return home. 

On arriving at Winchester, he found his troops restless 
and discontented from prolonged inaction; the inha- 
bitants impatient of the burdens imposed on them, and of 
the disturbances of an idle camp ; while Ihe Indians, as he 
apprehended, had deserted outnght. It was a great relief, 
therefore, when he received orders from the commander^ 
in-chief to repair to Fort Cumberland. He arrived there 
on the 2nd of Julj, and proceeded to open a road between 
that post and head-^uartera at Baystown, thirty miles 
distant, where Colonel Bouquet was stationed. 

His troops were scantily supplied with regimental 
clothing. The weather was oppressively warm. He now 
conceived the idea of equipping them in the light Indian 
hunting garb, and even of adopting it himself. Two 
companies were accordingly equipped in this style, and 
sent under the command of Major Lewis to head-quarters. 
*' It is an unbecoming dress, I own, for an officer,'' writes 
Washington, ^^ but convenience rather than show, I think, 
shonld be consulted. The reduction of b&t-horses alone 
would be sufELcient to recommend it ; for nothing is more 
certain than iMt less baggage would be required/' 

The experiment ^ Buccessftd. " The Sreaa takes very 
wbII here," writes Colonel Bouquet, •• and, thank God, we 
see nothing but shirts and blankets. * * • Their dress 
should be one pattern for this expedition." Such was 
probably the origin of the American rifle dress, afterwards 
so much worn in war&re, and modelled on the Indian 
cofirtume. 

The anny was now annoyed by scouting parties of 
TyirlittTia hoveiong about the neighbourhood. Expresses 
passing between the posts were fired upon; a waggoner 
v^aa shot down. Wai^ington sent out counter-parties of 
Clierokees. Colonel Bouquet required that each party 
slionld be accompanied by ^an officer and a number of 
-white men. Washington complied with the order, though 
he considered them an encumbrance rather than an advan- 
tage. *^ Small parties of Indians," said he, "will more 
efiectoally harass the enemy, by keeping them under con« 



198 LIFE OF WASHIKGTOK. [1758L 

tinnal alannB, than imy parties of wMte men can do. For 
small parties of the latter are not equal to the task, not 
being so dexterons at skulking as Indians; and large 
parties will be disoovered by their spies early enough to 
have a superior foroe opposed to ihe/m** With all his 
efforts, however, he was never able fully to make the 
officers of the regular army appreciate the importance of 
Indian allies in these campaign in the wilderness. 

On the other hand, he earnestly discountenanced a 
proposition of Colonel Bouquet, to make an irruption into 
the enemy's country with a strong party of regulars* Such 
a detachment, he observed, could not be sent without a 
cumbersome train of supplies, which would discover it to 
the enemy, who must at that time be collecting his whole 
force at Fort Duquesne ; the enterprise, therefore, would 
be likely to terminate in a miscarriage, if not in the 
destruction of the party.. We shall see that his opinion 
was oracular. 

As Washington intended to retire firom military life at 
the close of thos campaign, he had proposed himself to the 
electors of Frederick County as their representative in the 
House of Bui^esses. The election was coming on at Win- 
chester ; his friends pressed him to attend it, and Colonel 
Bouquet gave him leave of absence, but he declined to 
absent himself from his post for the promotion of his poli- 
tical interests. There were three competitors in the field, 
yet so high was the public opinion of his merit that, though 
Winchester had been his head qnarters for two or three 
years past, and he had occasionsdly enforced martial law 
with a rigorous hand, he was elected by a lai^e majority. 
The election was carried on somewhat in the English style. 
There was much eating and drinking at the expense of 
the candidate. Washington appeared on the hustings bj 
proxy, and his representative was chaired about the town 
with enthusiastic applause and huzzaing for Colonel Wash- 
ington. 

On the 21st of July arrived tidings of the brilliant suc- 
cess of that part of the scheme of the year's campaign con- 
ducted by General Amherst and Admiral Boscawen, who 
had reduced the strong town of Louisburg and gained pos- 
session of the Island of Cape Breton. This intelligence 
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increased Washington's impatience at the delays of the ez« 
pedition with which he was connected. He wished to rival 
these saccesses by a brilliant blow in the south. Perhaps 
a desire for personal distinction in the eyes of the lady of 
his choice may have been at the bottom of this impatience ; 
for we are told that he kept np a constant correspondence 
with her throughout the campaign. 

Understanding that the commander-in-chief had some 
thoughts of throwing a body of light troops in the advance, 
he wrote to Colonel Bouquet, earnestly soliciting his in- 
fluence to have himself and his Virginia regiment included 
in the detachment. '^ If any argument is needed to obtain 
this &vour," said he, *' I hope, without vanity, I may be 
allowed to say that &om long intimacy with these woods, 
and frequent scouting in them, my men are at least as well 
acquainted with all the passes and difficulties as any troops 
thab will be employed." , 

He soon learnt to his surprise, however, that the road to 
which his men were accustomed, and which had been 
worked by Braddock's troops in his campaign, was not to 
be taken in the present expedition, but a new one opened 
through the heart of Pennsylvania, from Baystown to Fort 
Daquesne, on the track generally taken by the northern 
traders. He instantly commenced long and repeated re- 
monstrances on the subject, representing that Braddock's 
road, from recent examination, only needed partial repairs, 
and showing by clear calculation that an army could reach 
Fort Duquesne by that route in thirty-four days, so that 
the whole campaign might be effected by the middle of 
October; whereas the extreme labour of opening a new 
road across mountains, swamps, and through a densely 
wooded country, would detain them so late that the season 
would be over before they could reach the scene of action. 
His representations were of no avail. The officers of the 
regular service had received a fearful idea of Braddock's 
road from his own despatches, wherein he had described it 
as lying '* across mountains and rocks of an excessive 
height, vastly steep, and divided by torrents and rivers," 
whereas the Pennsylvania traders, who were anxious for 
the opening of the new road through their province, de- 
aoribed the country through which it would paas as less 
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difiBLoult, and its streams leas subject to inimdation ; abov6 
all» it was a direct line aad fifly miles nearer. This loutei 
therefore, to the great regret of Washington and the indi^ 
nation of the Virginian Assembly, was definitively adopted) 
and sixteen hundred men were immediately thrown in th« 
advance from Baystown to work upon it. 

The first of September fomid Washington still encamped 
at Fort Cnmberland, his troops sickly and dispirited, and 
-the brilliant expedition which he had anticipatea dwindling 
down into a tedions operation of road*making. In the mean 
time his soonts bronght him wovd that the whole force at 
Fort Dnquesne on the 18th of August, Indiana incliided, 
did not exceed eight hundred men ; had an early campaign 
been pressed forward, as he recommended, the place by 
this time would have been captured. At length, in the 
month of September, he received orders from General 
Forbes to join him with hjs troops at Baystown, where he 
had just arrived, having been detained by severe illness. 
He was received by the general with the highest marks of 
respect. On all occasions, both in private and at councils 
of war, that conmumder treated his opinions with the 
greatest deference. He, moreover, adopted a plan drawn 
out by Washington for the march of the army ; and an 
order of battle which still exists, frimishing a proof of his 
skill in frontier warfiire. . 

It was now the middle of September, yet the great body 
of men engaged in opening the new military road, after incre- 
dible toil, had not advanced above forty-five miles, to a 
place called Loyal Hannan, a little beyond Laurel HilL 
Colonel Bouquet, who commanded the division of nearly 
two thousand men sent forward to open this road, had 
halted at Loyal Hannan to establish a military post and 
deposit. 

He was still upwards of fifty miles from Fort Daquesne, 
and was tempted to adopt the measure, so stroi^ly dis- 
countenanced by Washington, of sending a party on a foray 
into the enemy's country. He accordingly detached Major 
Qrant with eight hundred picked men, some of themHig^ 
landers, others, in Indian garb, the part of Washingtoa^B 
Virginian raiment sent forward by mm from Cumberland 
under command of Major Lewis. 
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The iostrticiiojis given to Major Gmit were merely to 
recoxmoitre the ooimtry in tke neigliboiirbood of Fort 
Ihiqiiefine, and asoertain the strength and position of the 
mesxy. He condaoted the enterprise with the foolhardi* 
neBB of a man eager for personal notoriety. His whole 
object seeiQs to haye been bj open bravado to provoke an 
Mtion. The enemy were apprised^ through their soonts, 
of his approach, bnt suffered him to advance unmolested* 
Arriving at night in the neighbourhood of the fort, he 
posted his men on a hill, and sent out a party of observa* 
tlon, who set fire to a log house near the walls and returned 
to the ^aoampment. As if this were not sufficient to put 
the enemy on the alert, he ordered the reveille to be beaten 
in the morning in several plaoes ; then posting Major Lewis 
with his provincial troops at a distance in the rear to pro- 
tect the baggage, he marshalled his regulars in battle 
airay, and sent an engineer, with a covering pariy, to take 
a pkn of the works in full view of the garrison. 

Not a gun was fired by the fort; the silence which was 
maintained was mistaken for fear, and increased the arro- 
ganoe and blind security of the British commander. At 
length, when he was tlm)wn off his guard, there was a 
Budden sally of the garrisooi, and an attack on the flanks 
by Indians hid in ambush. A scene now ooourred similar 
to that at the defeat of Braddock. The British officers 
marshalled their men according to European tactics, and 
the Highlanders for some time stood their ground bravely; 
bnt the destructive fire and horrid yells of the Indians soon 
produced panic and confusion. Major Lewis, at the first 
noise of the attack, left Captain Bullitt, with fifty Yir«* 
ginians, to guard the baggage, and hastened with the main 
part of his men to the scene of action. The contest was 
kept up for some time, but the ooinfiision was irretrievable. 
The Indians sallied from their concealment, and attacked 
with the tomahawk and soalping-knife. Lewis fought 
hand to hand with an Indian brave, whom he laid dead at 
his feet, but was surrounded by others, and only saved his 
life by surrendering himself to a French officer. Major 
errant surrendered himself in like manner. The whole de- 
tashment was put to the rout with dreadful carnage. 

Captain Bullitt rallied several of the fugitives, and pre- 
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p&red to mako a forlorn sfand, as the only chance where 
Hie enemy was overwhelming and merciless. DespatoMog 
the most valuable baggage with the strongest horses, he 
made a barricade witii the baggage waggons, behind which 
he posted his men, giving them orders how they were to 
act. AH this was the thought and the work almost of a 
moment, for the savages, having finished the havoc and 
plunder oi the field of battle, were hastening in pnrsnit of 
the fngitives. Bullitt suffered tiiem to come near, when, 
on a concerted signal, a destructive fire was opened from 
behind the baggage waggons. They were checked for a 
time ; but were again pressing forward in greater numbeis, 
when Bullitt and his men held out the signal of capitula- 
tion, and advanced as if to surrender. When within eight 
yards of the enemy they suddenly levelled their anus, 
poured a most effective volley, and then charged with the 
bayonet. The Indians fled in dismay, and Bullitt took 
advantage of this check to retreat with all speed, collecting 
the Wounded and the scattered fugitives as he advanced. 
The routed detachment came back in fragments to Colonel 
Bouquet's camp at Loyal Hannan, with the loss of twenty- 
one officers and two hundred and seventy-three privates 
killed and taken. The Highlanders and th^ Yiiginianfl 
were those that fought the best and suffered the most in 
this bloody battle. Washington's regiment lost six oficeiB 
and sixty-two privates. 

If Washington could have taken any pride in seeing hm 
presages of misfortune verified, he might have been grati- 
fied by the result of this rash **' irruption into the enemy's 
country," which was exactly what he had predicted. In 
his letters to Governor Fauquier, however, he bears lightly 
on the error of Major Bouquet. *^ From aJl accounts I can 
collect," says he, '' it appears very clear that this was a 
very ill-concerted or a very ill-executed plan, perhaps both ; 
but it seems to be generally acknowledged that Major Grant 
exceeded his orders, and that no disposition was made for 
engaging." 

Washington, who was at Baystown when the disastrons 
news arrived, was publicly complimented by GJeneral 
Forbes on the gallant conduct of his Virginian troops, and 
Bullitt's behaviour was '* a matter of great admiratioii." 
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The latter "was soon after reward^ with a major's com* 
mission. 

As a farther mark of the high opinion now entertained 
of provincial troops for frontier service, Washington was 
given the command of a division, partly composed of his 
own men, to keep in the advance of the main body, clear 
the roads, throw out sGOuting parties, and repel Indian 
attacks* 

It was the 6th of November before the whole army 
assembled at Loyal Hamian. Winter was now at hand, 
and upwards of fifty miles of wilderness were yet to be 
traversed, by a road not yet formed, before they could reach 
Fort Daqnesne. Again, Washington's predictions seemed 
likely to be verified, and the expedition to be defeated by 
delay ; for in a conncil of war it was determined to be im-* 
practicable to advance farther with the army that season. 
Three prisoners, however, who were brought in, give 
such an account of the weak state of the garrison at Fort 
Daqnesne, its want of provisions, and the defection of the 
Indians, that it was determined to pnsh forward. The 
march was accordingly resumed, but without tents or bag- 
gage, and with only a light train of artillery. 

Washington still kept the advance. After leaving Loyal 
Hannan, Qie road presented traces of the late defeat of 
Grant ; being strewed with human bones, the sad relics of 
&gitives cut down by the Indians, or of wounded soldiers 
who had died on the retreat; they lay mouldering in 
various sts^es of decay, mingled with the bones of horses 
and of oxen. As they approached Fort Duquesne these 
mementos of former disasters became more frequent ; and 
the bones of those massacred in the defeat of Braddock, 
still lay scattered about the battle field, whitening in the 
sun« 

At length the army arrived in sight of Fort Duquesne, 
advancing with great precaution, and expecting a vigorous 
defence; but that formidable fortress, the terror and 
scoui^ of the frontier, and the object of such warlike 
enterprise, fell without a blow. The recent successes of 
the l^glish forces in Canada, particularly the -capture and 
destruction of Fort Frontenac, had left tiie garrison with- 
out hope of reinforcements and supplies. The whole force. 
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at the lime, did not escoeed fire himdred man, and the 
proTifiions were nearly exhausted. The commander, thero- 
lore, waited only nntQ the Englifih army was witbin one 
day's march, when he embarked his troops at night in 
hatteaux, blew np his magawnes, set fire to the fort, and 
retreated down the Ohio, by the li^^ of the fames. On 
the 25th of November, Washington, with the advanced 
gnard, marched in, and planted Ihe British flag on the yet 
smoking rains. 

One of the first offices of the anny was to collect and 
bury, in one eonmion tomb, the bones of their fellow- 
soldjiers who had fekllen in ihe battles of Braddock a&d 
Grant. In this pions duty it is said erety one joined, from 
the general down to the private soldier ; and some veterana 
assisted, with heavy hearts and frequent ejaculations of 
poignant feeling, who had been present in the scenes of 
defeat and cazns^e. 

The ruins of the fortress were now put in a defensible 
state, and garrisoned by two hundred men from Washing- 
ton's regiment ; the name was changed to that of Fort Pitt, 
in hononr of the illustrious British minister, whose mea* 
sures had given vigour and effect to this yearns campaign; 
it has since been modified into Fittsbuig, and designateB 
one of the most busy and populous cities of the interior. 

The reduction of Fort Xhiqi^esne terminated, as Washing 
ton had foreseen, Ihe troubles and dangers of the southern 
frontier. The French domination of the Ohio was at an 
end ; the Indians, as usual, paid honat^eto the conquering 
power, and a treaty of peace was concluded with all the 
tribes between the Ohio and the lakes. 

With this campaign ended, for the present, the militaiy 
career of Washii^ton. Bis great object was attained, the 
restoration of quiet and security to his native province; 
and having abandoned all hope of attaining rank in the 
regular army, and his health being much impaired, he 
gave up his commission at the close of the year, and re* 
tired from the service, followed by the applause of his 
fiellowHsoldiers, and the gratitude and admiration of all his 
countrymen. 

His marriage with Mrs. Gustis took place shortly afier 
his return, it was celebrated on the 6th of January, 1759, 
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at iho White HcFCBe,iiie refldenoe of the bxide, in the good 
old hospitable style of Yirgiiua, amid a joyoiu assemblage 
of relatiTas axid fiie&ds. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



Fka of Operations fov 1759— InrBBtment of Foit IHi^gBm— Deikfih of 
Fridmnx^-^xieceaB of Sir Wiliism Jofanflon-- Amhint at Tieondetoga 
— ^Wolfe At <2aebeo— His Triumph aiid Death^Fato of Montcalm— 
Capitulation of Quebec— Attempt of De LeTi to retake it — ^Airival 
of a British fleets Last stand of the French at Montreal— Surrender 
of Omada. 

Brarosi; following Washington into ihe retirement <^ 
domestio life, we think it proper to notioe the eyents which 
closed the great straggle between England and France for 
empire in America. In that stmggle he had first become 
practised in arms, and schooled in the ways of the world; 
and its results will be foimd connected with tibe history of 
his later years. 

General Abexcrombie had been superseded as oom- 
mand^r-in-chief of the forces in America by Major-general 
Amherst, who had gained great favonr by tiie reduction of 
Iionifibiiig. Acoording to the plan of operations for 1759, 
Oeneral Wolfe, who had risen to &me by his gallant con- 
duct in the same aifetir, was to asc^od the fit. Lawrence in 
a fieet of ships of war, with eight thoiisand men, as soon as 
the riyer ]i^<mld be free of ice, and lay siege to Quebec, ihe 
capital of Canada. General Amherst, in the meantime, 
was to advance, as Abercrombie had done, by Lake George 
against liconderoga and Crown Point; reduce those forts, 
eroas Lake Champlain, push on to the St.. Lawrence, and 
oo-operate with Wolfe. 

A third expeditioiL, under Brigadier^igeneral Fricleaux, 
aided byfiir William Johnson and his Indian warriors, 
was to attack Fort Niagara, which controlled the whole 
country of ihe Six Kations, and commanded the navigation 
of the great lakes, and the intercourse between Canada and 
Louisiana. Having reduced this fort, he was to traverse 
Lake Ontario, descend the St. Lawrence, capture Mcmtreal, 
aaod join his fbioes with those of Amherst* 
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The last mentioned expedition ^ras the first execnted. 
General Prideaux embarked at Oswego on the first of July, 
with a large body of troops, regulars and provinoials, — the 
latterpardy from New York. He was acoompanied by 
Sir William Johnson, and his Indian braves of the 
Mohawk. Landing at an inlet of Lake Ontario, within a 
few miles of Fort' Niagara, he advanced without being 
opposed, and proceeded to invest it. The garrison, sixhim- 
dred strong, made a resolute defiance. The siege was car- 
Tied on by resnlar approaches, but pressed with vigour. 
On the 20th oi July, rndeaux, in visiting his trenches, was 
killed by the bursmig of a cohom. Liformed by express 
of this misfortune. General Amherst detached from the main 
army Brigadier-general Gi^, the officer who had led Brad- 
dock's advance, to take the command. 

In the mean time, the siege had been conducted by Sir 
William Johnson with courage and sagacity. He was des- 
titute of military science, but had a natural aptness for 
war&re, especially for the rough kind carried on in the 
wilderness. Being informed by his scouts that twelve hun- 
dred regular troops, drawn from Detroit, Yenango, and 
Fresque Isle, and led by D'Aubry, with a number of Indian 
auxiliaries, were hastening to tiie rescue, he detached a 
force of grenadiers and l^ht infiEUitry, with some of his 
Mohawk warriors, to intercept them. They came in si^t 
of each other on the road, between Niagara Falls and the 
fort, within the thimdering sound of the one and the distant 
view of the other. Johnson's '* braves " advanced to ha^e 
a parley with the hostile redskins. The latter received 
them with a warw^hoop, and Frenchman and savage made 
an impetuous onset. Johnson's regulars and provincials 
stood -^eir groxmd finnly, while his red warriors fell on the 
fianks of the enemy. After a sharp conflict, the French 
were broken, routed, and pursued through the woods, with 
great carnage. Among the prisoners taken were seventeen 
officers. The next day Sir William Johnson sent a trumpet, 
summoning the garrison to surrender, to spare the effusion 
of blood, and prevent outrages by the Indians. They had 
no alternative ; were permitted to march out with the hon- 
x)urB of war, and were protected by Sir William from his 
Indian allies. Thus was secured tlie key to the communi* 
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cation Isetween Lakes Ontario and Erie, and to the vast 
interior region connected with them/ The blow alarmed 
the French for the safety of Montreal, and De Levi, the 
second in command of their Canadian forces, hastened up 
from before Qnebec, and took post at the fort of Oswegatchie 
(now Ogdensbnrg), to defend the passes of the St. Law* 
rence. 

We now proceed to notice tl^ expedition against Ticon<» 
derc^ and Crown Point. In the month of Jnly, General 
Amherst embarked with nearly twelve thousand men, at 
the upper part of Lake George, and proceeded down it, as 
Abercrombie had done in the preceding year, in a vast fleet 
of whale-boats, batteanz, and rafts, and all the glitter and 
parade of war. On the 22nd, the army debarked at the 
lower part of the lake, and advanced toward Ticonderoga. 
After a slight skirmish with the advanced goard, they se- 
cured the old post at the saw-mill. 

Montcalm was no longer in the fort ; he was absent for 
the protection of Qnebec. The garrison did not exceed 
fonr hnndred men. Bonrlamaiqne, a brave oficer, who 
oommanded, at flrst seemed disposed to make defence ; bnt, 
against such overwhelming force it would have been mad- 
ness. Dismantling the fortifications, therefore, he aban- 
doned them, as ho did likewise those at Grown Point, and 
retreated down the lake, to assemble forces, and make a 
stand at ttie Isle anx Noix, for the protection of Montreal 
and the province. 

Instead of following him up, and hastening to co-operate 
with Wolfe, General Amherst proceeded to repair the 
works at Ticonderoga, and erect a new fort at Crown 
Point, though neither were in present danger of being at- 
tacked, nor would be of use if Canada were conquered. 
Amherst, however, was one of those cautious men, who, in 
seeking to be sure, are apt to be Hettally slow. His delay 
enabled the enemy to raUy their forces at Isle aux Noix, 
and call in Canadian reinforcements, while it deprived 
Wolfe of that co-operation which, it will be shown, was 
most essential to the general success of the campaign. 

Wolfe, with his eight thousand men, ascended the St. 
Lawrence in the fleet, in the month of June. With him 
came Brigadiers Monckton, Townsend^ and Murray, youth« 
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fol and brave like himself^ end like himself abready sclioolQd 
in arms. Monckton,* it will be reooUeoted, bad cdgnalized 
^umself ; when a colonel, in Ibe expedition in 1755, in -which 
the IVench were driven from Nova Scotia. The grenadiers 
of the army were commanded by Colonel Guy Gamton, and 
part of the light in£saitry by Lientenant-Oolonel William 
Howe, both destined to celebrity in after years, in the 
annals of the American Bevolution. Colonel Howe was 
brother of the gallant Lord Howe,, whose Ml in the precede 
ing year was so generally lamented. Among the ofBucera 
of the fleet, was Jervis, tibie future admired, and ultimately 
Ead St Vincent; and the master of one of the ahips, was 
James Cook, affcerwards renowned as a discoverer. 

About the end of June, the troops debarked on the large, 
populous, and well-^sultivated Me of Orleans, a litde 
below Quebec, and encamped in ite fertile fields. Quebec, 
the citadel of Canada, was strong by nature. It was built 
round the point of a rocky promontory, and flanked by 
precipices. The ciystal current of the St. Lawrence swept 
by it on the right, and the river St. Charles flowed abng 
on the left, before mingling with that mighty stream. The 
place was tolerably fortified, but art had not yet rendered 
it| as at the present day, impregnable. 

Montcalm commanded the post His troops were more 
numerous than the assailants; but the greater part were 
Canadians, many of them inhabitants of Quebec ; and he 
had a host of savages. His force was drawn out along the 
northern shore below the city, fi:<Hn the river St. Charles 
to the fiJls of Montmorency, and their position waci secured 
by deep intrenchments. 

The night after the debarkation of Wolfe's troops a 
furious storm caused great damage te iiid transports, and 
sank some of the small craft. T^iile it was still raging, a 
number of fire-ships, sent to destroy ike fleet, came driving 
down. They were boarded intrepidly by the Britu^ 
seamen, and towed out of the way of doing harm. Afl»r 
much resistance, Wolfe estaldished batteries on the west 
point of the Isle of Orleans, and at Point Levi, on the right 
(or south^ bank of the St. Lawrence, within cannon zangp 
of the City. Colonel Guy Carleton, conmiander at ib.e 
former battery; Bri^padier Moncktim at the latter* From 
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Point Levi bombshellfr and ired-bot sliot w6re discharged; 
many boufles were set on fixe in the upper town, the lower 
town was rednced to rubbish; the main fort, however, 
remaiued unharmed. 

Anxious for a decisive action, Wolfe, on the 9th of July, 
crossed over in boats from the Isle of Orleans, to the north 
bank of the Bt. Lawrence, and encamped below the Moni- 
mor^oy. It was an ill-judged position, for there was 
still that tomoltnous stream, with its rocky banks, between 
him and the camp of Montcalm ; but the ground he had 
chcsen was h%her than that occupied by the latter, and 
the Montmorency had a ford below the £biI1s passaUe at 
low tide. Another ford was discovered, three miles within 
land, but the banks w«re steep, and shagged with forest. 
At both lords the vigilant Montcalm had thrown up 
breastworks, and posted troops^ 

On the 18th of July, Wolfe made a reconnoitring ex- 
pedition tip the river, with two armed sloops, and two 
transports witii troops. He passed Quebec unharmed^ and 
carefdlly noted the shores above it. Bugged cliffy rose 
ahnost from the water's edge. Above them, he was told, 
was an extent of level ground, called the Plains of Abraham, 
by which the upper town might be approached on its 
weakest side ; but now was that plain to be attained, when 
the clifiEs, for the most part, were inaccessible^ and every 
practicable place fortified? 

He returned to Montmorency disappointed, and resolved 
to attack Montcalm in his camp,- however difficult to be 
approached, and however strongly posted. Townsend and 
Murray, with their brigades, were to cross the Mont- 
morency at low tide^ below the DeQIs, and storm the redoubt 
thrown up in front of the ford. Monckton, at the same 
time, was to cross, with part of his l^igade, in boats from 
Point Levi. The ship Centurion, stationed in the channel, 
waiB to check the fire of a battery which commanded the 
ford ; a train of artillery, planted on an eminence, was to 
enfilade the enemy's intrenchments; and two aimed, flatr 
bcfctomed boats, were to be run on shore, near the redoubt, 
and &vour the crossing of the troops. 

As usual, in complicated orders, part were misunder- 
stood, or neglected, and confusion was the consequence. 

p 
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Many of the boats £roin Point Levi ran agroTind on a 
shallow in the river, where they were exposed to a severe 
fire of shot and shells. Wolfe, who was on the shore, 
directing every thing, endeavoured to stop his impatient 
troops nntil the boats conld be got afloat, and the men 
landed. Thirteen companies of grenadiers, and two hun- 
dred provincials were the first to land. Without waiting 
for Brigadier Monckton and his regiments ; without waiting 
for the co-operation of the troops under Townshend ; with- 
out waiting even to be drawn up in form, the grenadieis 
rushed impetuously towards the enemy's intrendunentB. 
A sheeted fire mowed them down, and drove them to take 
shelter behind the redoubt, near the ford, which the 
enemy had abandoned. Here they remained, imable to 
form under the galling fire to which they were exposed, 
whenever they venti^ed from their covert. Monckton's 
brigade at length was landed, drfiwn up in order, and 
advanced to their relie.^ driving back the enemy. Thus 
protected, the grenadier&t I'l^treated as precipitately as they 
had advanced, leaving many of their comrades wounded on 
the field, who were massacred and scalped in their sight, 
by the savages. The delay thus caused was £a,tal to the 
enterprise. The day was advanced ; the weather became 
stormy; the tide began to make ; at a later hour, retreat, 
in case of a second repulse, woxdd be impossible. Wolis, 
therefore, gave up the attack, and withdrew across the 
river, having lost upwards of four hundred men, through 
this headlong impetuosity of the grenadiers. The two 
vessels which had been run aground, were set on fire, lest 
they shoidd fall into the hands of the enemy.^ 

Brigadier Murray was now detached with twelve hun- 
dred men, in transports, to ascend above the town, and 
co-operat<e with Bear-admiral Holmes, in destroying the 
enemy's shipping, and making descents upon the north 
shore. The shipping were safe from attack ; some stoies 
and ammunition were destroyed; some prisoners taken, 
and Murray returned with the news of the capture of Fort 
Niagara, Ticonderoga, and Crown Point, and that Amherst 
was preparing to attack the Isle aux Noix. 

» Wolfe's Letter to Pitt, Sept. 2nd, 1759. 
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Wolfe, of a delicate constitatioii aad sensitive nature, 
liad been deeply mortified by the severe cbeck sustained 
at the Falls of Montmorency, fmcying himself disgraced; 
and these saccesses of his fellow-commanders in other parts . 
increased his self-upbraiding. The difficulties multiplying 
around him, and the delay of General Amherst in hastening 
to his aid, preyed incessantly on his spirits; he -was 
dejected even to despondency, and declared he would 
never return withont success, to be exposed, like other 
unfortanate commanders, to the sneers and reproaches of 
the populace. The agitation of his mind, and Ids acute 
sensibility, brought on a fever, which for some time inc6t- 
pacitated him from taking the field. 

In the midst of his illness he called a council of war, in 
which the whole plan of operations was altered. It was de- 
termined to cdnvey troops above the town, and endeavour 
to make a diversion in that direction, or draw Montcalm 
into the open field. Before carrying this plan into effect, 
Wolfe again reconnoitred the town in company with 
Admiral Saunders, but nothing better suggested itself. 

The brief Canadian summer was over ; they were in the 
month of September. The camp at Montmorency was 
broken np. The troops were transported to Point Levi, 
leaving a sufficient number to man the batteries on the 
Isle of Orleans. On the fifth and sixth of September the 
embarkation took place above Point Levi, in transports 
which had been sent np for the purpose. Montcalm de- 
tached De Bougainville with fifteen hundred men to keep 
along the north shore above the tbwn, watch the move- 
ments of the squadron, and prevent a landing. To deceive 
him. Admiral Holmes moved with the ships of war three 
leagues beyond the place where the landing was to be at- 
tempted. He was to drop down, however, in the night, 
and protect the landing. Cook, the future discoverer, also, 
-was employed with others to sound the river and plac^ 
bnoys opposite the camp of Montcalm, as if an attack were 
meditated in that quarter. 

Wolfe was still suffering under the effects of his late 
fever. "My constitution," writes he to a friend, "is 
entirely ruined, without titie consolation of having done 
any considerable service to the state, and without any 

p2 
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prospect of it." Still lie was unremitting in his exei-tions, 
seeking to wipe out the £suicied disgrace incurred at the 
Falls of Montmorency. It was in this mood he is said to 
have composed and sung at his evening mess that little 
campaigning song still linked with his name : 

'* Why, soldiers, "why 
Should we ba melineholy, boyst 
Why, 0oldi«n, why! 
Whose business 'tis to dief 

Even when embarked in his midnight enterprise, the 
presentiment of death seems to have oast its shadow over 
him. A midshipman who was present,' used to relate, 
that as Wolfe sat among his offic^is, and the boats floated 
down silently with the current, he recited, in low and 
touching tones, Gray's Elegy in a Country Ghurchyatd^ 
then just published. One stanza may espeoialLy have 
aooorded with his melancholy mood. 

" Hie boast of heraldy, the pomp of power. 

And all that beauty^ all that wealth e'er gare. 
Await alike the inevitable hour. 
The path of glory leads but to the grave." 

'* Now gentlemen," said he, when he had finished, *'I 
would rather be Hie author of that poem than take Quebec.-' 

The descent was made in fiat-bottomed boats, past mid- 
zij^ht on the 13th of September. They dropped down 
silently with the swift current. Qui va Id? ^wlio goei 
there ?^ cried a sentinel from the shore. ** La Frcayx^ 
replied a captain in the first boat, who understood the 
French language. ** J. quel rigiment?** was the demand^ 
'^ De la Bme " (the queen's), replied the captain, knowing 
that regiment was in De Bougainville s detachment. 
Forhmately a convoy of provisions waa expected down 
from De Bougainville's, which the sentinel supposed this 
to be. ** Fa$se^** cried he, and the boats glided on without 
further challenge. The landing took place in a cove near 
Cape Diamond, which still bears Wolfe's name. He had 
marked it in reconnoitring, and saw that a cragged path 
straggled up from it to die Heights of Abraham, which 
might be climbed, though with difficulty, and that it 
appeared to be slightly guarded at top. Wolfe was among 

' Afterwards Professor John Robinson, of Edmbm^. 



i759.] WOLFE ON THE PLAINS OF ABRAHAIL 218 

the first thait landed and asoended np iSie steep and narrow 
pth, where not more than two coald go «breifit, and which 
Lad been broken up by cross ditches. Colonel Howe, at 
the same time» with the light infantry and Highlanders, 
scrambled up the woody precipices, helping themselves by 
the roots and branches, and putting to flight a sei^eant^s 
goard posted at the snmmit. Wolfe drew np the men in 
order as they mounted : and by the break of day found 
himself in possession of the fate^ Plains of Abraham. 

Montcalm was thunderstruck when word was brought 
to him in his camp that the English were on the heights, 
threatening the weakest part of the town. Abandoning 
his intrenchments, he hastened across the river St. Charles 
and ascended the heigjhtSy which slope up gradually from 
its banks. His force was equal in number to that of the 
English > but a great part was made up of colony troops and 
savages. When he saw Ihe formidable host of regulars he 
had to contend with, he sent off swift messengers to 
Biumnon De Bougainville with his detachment to lus aid ; 
and De Yaudreuil to reinforce him with fifteen hundred 
men from the camp. In the mean time he prepared to 
fiank the left of the English line aud force ^em to the 
opposite precipices. Wolfe saw his aim, and sent Brigadier 
Townshend to counteract him with a r^^iment which was 
foimed enpoUnce^ and supported by two battalions, present^ 
log on the left a double front. 

The French, in their haste, thinking thev were to repel 
a mere scouting party, had brought but three light field* 
pieces with them ; the English had but a single gnn, which 
the sailors had dragged up the heights. With these they 
cannonaded each other for a time, Montcalm still waiting 
for the aid he had summoned. At length, about nine 
o'clock, losing all patience, he led on. his disciplined troops 
to a close conflict with small arms, the Indians to support 
them by a galling fire from thickets and corn-fields. The 
French advanced gallantly, but irregularly ; firing rapidly, 
but with little effect. The English reserved their fire 
nntil their assailants were within forty yards, and then 
delivered it in deadly volleys. They suffered, however, from 
the lurking savages, who singled out the oficers. Wolfe, 
who was in front of the line, a conspicuous mark, was 
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wounded by a ball in the imat He bound bis bandker- 
ebief round the wound and lod on the grenadiers, with 
fixed bayonets, to charge the foe, who began to waver. 
Another ball struck him in the breast. He felt the wound 
to be mortal, and feared his £s^ might dishearten the 
troops. Leaning on a lieutenant for support; '^Let not 
my braye fellows see me drop," said he faintly. He was 
borne off to the rear ; water was brougiht to quench his 
thirst, and he was asked if he woxtld have a surgeon. *' It 
is needless," he replied, '* it is all over with ine." He 
desired those about him to lay him down. The lieutenant 
seated himself on the ground, and supported him in his 
arms. ** They run I they run! see how they run I *' cried 
one of the attendants. ** Who run?" demanded Wolfe, 
earnestly, like one aroused from sleep. ** The enemy, sir; 
they give way everywhere." The spirit of the expiriog 
hero fashed up. **Go, one of you, my lads, to .Colonel 
Burton ; tell him to march Webb's regiment with all speed 
down to Charles' Eiver, to cut off the retreat by the bridge." 
Then turning on his side ; *' Now, God be praised, I will 
die in peace ! " said he, and expired,'— soothed in his last 
moments by the idea that victory would obliterate the 
imagined disgrace at Montmorency. 

Brigadier Muri^ had indeed broken the centre of the 
enemy, and the Eaghlanders were making deadly havoc 
with their claymores, driving the French into the town or 
down to their works on the river St, Charles. Monckton, 
the first brigadier, was disabled by a wound in the lungs, 
and the command devolved on Townshend, who hastened 
to re-form the troops of the centre, disordered in pursuing 
the enemy. By this time De Bougainville appeared at a 
distance in the rear, advancing with two thousand fresh 
troops ; but he arrived too late to retrieve the day. The 
it Montcalm had received his death-wound near St 
John's Gate, while endeavouring to raUy his flying troops, 
and had been borne into the town. 

Townshend advanced with a force to receive De Bougain- 
ville; but the latter avoided a combat, and retired into 
woods and swamps, where it was not thought prudent to 

' Hist Joqr. of Ciqpt. John Enoz, vol. i., p. 79. 
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follow him* The English had obtained a complete viotoiy ; 
slain about five himdred of the enemy; tucen above a 
thousand prisoners, and among them several officers ; and 
had a strong position on the Plains of Abraham, which they 
hastened to fortify with xedonbts and artillery, drawn np 
the heights. 

The brave Montcalm wrote a letter to General To wnshend, 
recommending the prisoners to British humanity. When 
told by his surgeon that he could not survive above a £bw 
hours; <'So much the better," replied he, *'I am happy; 
I shall not live to see the surrender of Quebec." To De 
Bamsey, the French king's lieutenant, who commanded 
the garrison, he consigned the defence of the city. " To 
your keepiDg," said he, **• I commend the honour of France. 
I'll neither give orders, nor interfere any farther. I have 
business to attend to of greater moment than your ruined 
garrison, and this wretched country* My time is short, — 
I shall pass this night with Gk>d, and prepare myself for 
death. I wish you all comfort ; and to bie happily extri- 
cated from your present perplexities." He then called for 
his chaplain, who with the bishop of the colony, remained 
with hun through the night. He enired early in the 
morning, dying like a brave soldier and a devout Catholic* 
Never did two worthier foes mingle their life blood on the 
battle-field than Wolfe and Mont^dm/ 

Preparations were now made by the army and the fleet to 
make an attack on both the upper and lower town ; but the 
spirit of the garrison was brol»n, and the inhabitants were 
damorous for the safety of their wives and children. On 
the 17th of September, Quebec capitulated, and was taken 
possession of by the British, who hastened to put it in a 
complete posture of defence. A garrison of six thousand 
effective men was placed in it, under the command of 
Brigadier-general Murray,, and victualled from the fleet. 
Greneral Townshend embarked with Admiral Saunders, and 
returned to England : and the wounded General Monckton 
was conveyed to New York, of which he afterwards became 
governor. 

Had Amherst followed up his success at Ticonderoga the 

^ EaoZf ffist. Jonr., vol. i, p. 77. 
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preceding summer, the year's oampaign would hare ended, 
as bad heen. projected, in the subjugation of Canada. His 
cantions delay gare De Levi, the successor of Kontcahn, 
time to rally, concentrate the scattered French forces, and 
struggle for the salvation of the province. 

In the following spring, as soon as the river St. Lawrenoe 
opened, he approached Quebec, and landed at Point aa 
Tremble, about twelve miles off. The garrison had suffered 
dreadfnlly during the winter froaoa. excessive cold, want of 
vegetables and of fresh provisions. Many had died of 
scurvy, and many more were ilL Murray, sanguine and 
injudicious, on hearing that De Levi was advancing with 
ten thousand men and five hundred Tudians, sallied out 
with his diminished forces of not more than three thousand. 
English soldiers, he boasted, were habituated to victoiy; 
he had a fine train of artillery, and stood a better chance 
in the field than cooped up in a wretched fortification. H 
defeated, he would defend the place to the last extremity, 
and then retreat to the Isle of Orleans, and wait for re- 
inforcements. More brave than discreet, he attacked the 
vanguard of the enemy ; the battle which took place was 
fierce and sanguinary. Miuray^s troops had caught his own 
headlong valour, and fought until near a third of their 
number were slain. They were at length driven back 
into the town, leaving their boasted tram of artilleiy on 
the field. 

De Levi opened trenches before the town the very 
evening of the battle. Three French eihips, which had 
deseeded the river, ftimished him with cannon, mortarB, 
and ammunition. By the 11th of May, he had one bomb 
battery, and three batteries of cannon. Murray,* equallj 
alert within the walls, strengthened his defences, and kept 
up a vigorous fire. His garrison was now reduced to two 
hundred and twenty effective'men, and he himself, with all 
his vaunting spirit, was driven almost to despair, when a 
British fleet arrived in the river. The whole soene was 
now reversed. One of the French frigates was driven on 
the rocks above Cape Diamond ; another ran on shore, and 
was burnt; the rest of their vessels were either taken, or 
destroyed. The besieging army retreated in the night, 
leaving provisions, implements, and artillery behind them; 
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and BO Tapid 'was their flight, that Hurray, who sallied forth 
on the following day, could not overtake them. 

A last stand for the preservation of the colony was now 
made by the French at Montreal, where De Yandretiil 
fixed his head-quarters, fortified himself, and called in all 
possible aid, Canadian and Indian. 

The cantioxis, bnt tardy Amherst, was now in the field to 
carry out the plan in which he had fSiJlen short in the 
previous year. He sent orders to General Murray to 
advance by wat^r against Montreal with all the force that 
could be spared &om Qniebec; he detached a body of 
troops under Colonel Haviland, from Crown Point, to cross 
Lake Ch^amplain, take possession of the Isle anx Noix, and 
posh on to me St. Lawrence, whUe he took the roundabout 
way with his main army by the Mohawk and Oneida Rivers 
to Lake Ontario, thence to descend tlie St. Lawrence to 
Montreal. ' 

Murray, according to orders, embarked his troops in a 
great number of small vessels, and ascended the river in 
oharacteristio style, publishing manifestoes in the Canstdian 
viUc^es, disarming the inhabitants, and exacting the oath 
of neutrality. He looked forward to new laurels at 
Montreal, but the slow and sure Amherst had anticipated 
him. That worthy general, after delaying on Lake Ontario 
to send out cruisers, and stopping to repair petty fort6 on 
the upper part of the St. Lawrence which had been 
deserted by their garrisons, or surrendered without firing a 
gun, arrived on the 6th of September at the island of 
Montreal, routed some light skirmishing parties, and pre- 
sented himself before the town. Vaudreml found himself 
threatened by an army of nearly ten thousand men and a 
host of Indians ; for Amherst had called in the aid of Sir 
William Johnson and his Mohawk braves. To withstand 
a siege in an almost open town against such superior force 
was out of the question, especially as Murray from Quebec, 
and Haviland from Crown Point, were at hand with 
additional troops. A capitulation accordingly took place 
on the 8th of September, including the surrender not 
merely of Montreal, but of all Canada. 

Thus ended the contest between France and England 
for dominion in America, in which, as has been said, the 
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first gun was fired in Washington's encoiinter with De 
Jnmonville. A French statesman and diplomatist con« 
soled himself by the persuasion that it would be a &tal 
triumph to England. It would remove the only check by 
which her colonies were kept in awe. "They wiU no 
longer need her protection/' said he; "she will call on 
them to contribute toward supporting th.e burdens they 
have helped to biuig on heri and they vM answer by strOmg 
(ff her dq>endenoe.'* ^ 



CHAPTER XXVL 



Washington's Installation in the House of Burgesses — Wb Bural life— 
Mount Vernon and its Yidnity — ^Aristocratical Days of Yiiginia— 
Washington's Management of his Estate — ^Domestic Habits— Foz- 
Hunting — Lord Fai^ax — Fishing and Duck-Shooting — The Poacher 
— Lyncm Law — Aquatic State — Life at Annapolis — Washington in 
the Dismal Swamp. 

Fob three months after his marriage, Washington resided 
with his bride at the '* White House/* During his sojourn 
there, he repaired to Williamsburg, to take his seat in the 
House of Bm^esses. By a vote of the House, it had been 
determined to greet hiis instalment by a signal testimonial 
of respect. Accordingly, as soon as he took his seat, Mr. 
Eobinson, the Speaker, in eloquent language, dictated by 
the warmth of private friendship, returned thanks, on 
behalf of the colony, for the distinguished military 
services he had rendered to his country. 

Washington rose to reply — blui^ed — stammered — 
trembled — and could not utter a word. " Sit down, Mr. 
Washington," said the Speskker, with a smile; **your 
modesty equals your valour, and that surpasses the power 
of any language I possess." 

Such was Washington's first launch into civil life, in 
which he was to be distinguished by the same judgment, 
devotion, courage, and magnanimity, exhibited in his 
military career. He attended the House frequently during 
the remainder of the session, affcer which he conducted his 
bride to his fftvourite abode of Mount Yemon. 

Mr. Custis, the first husband of "Mxa. Washington, had 

« Duke de ChoiseaL 
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left lai^ landed property, and forty-five thousand pounds 
sterling in money. One-third fell to his widow in her 
own right ; two-thirds were inherited equally by her two 
children — a boy of six, and a girl of four years of age. 
By a decree of the General Court, Washiiigton was in- 
trusted with {he care of the property inherited by the 
children ; a sacred' and delicate trust, which he dischaiged 
in the most flEtithfdl and judicions manner, becoming more 
like a parent than a mere guardian to them. 

From a letter to his correspondent in England, it would 
appear that he had long entertained a desire to visit that 
country. Had he done so, his acknowledged merit and 
military services would have insured him a distinguished 
reception ; and it has been intimated that the signal &vour 
of government might have changed the current of his 
career. We believe him, however, to have been too pure 
a patriot, and too clearly possessed of the true interests of 
his country, to be diverted from the course which he 
ultimately adopted. His marriage, at any rate, had put an 
end to all travelling inclinations. In his letter from 
Mount Yemon, he writes : '* I am now, I believe, fixed in 
this seat, with an a^eeable partner for life, and I hope to 
find more happiness in retirement than I ever experienced 
in the wide and bustling world." 

This was no Utopian dream transiently indulged amid 
the charms of novelty. It was a deliberate pxopose with 
him, the re^odt of innate and enduring inclinations. 
Throughout the whole course of his career agricultural 
life appears to have been his beau ideal of existence, which 
haunted his thoughts even amid the stem duties of the 
field, and to which he recurred with unfiagging interest 
whenever enabled to indulge his natural bias. 

Mount Yemon was his harbour of repose, where he 
repeatedly fixrled his sail, and fancied himself anchored for 
life. No impulse of ambition tempted him thence ; nothing 
but the call of his country and his devotion to the public 
good. The place was endeared to him by the remem* 
brance of his brother Lawrence, and of the ha|)py days he 
had passed here with that brother in the days of boyhood ; 
but it was a deli^tfiil place in itself, and well calculated 
to inspire the mnd f eebng. 
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The mansion was beantifblly situated on a swelling 
height, crowned with wood, and commanding a magnificent 
view np and down the Potomac. The grounds imme- 
diately about it were laid out scmiewhat in- the fkiglish 
taste. The estate was apportioned into sepafsrtie fJEums, 
devoted to different kinds of cxQtare, each having its 
allotted labourers. Much, however, was still covered 
with wild woods, seamed with deep dells and runs of 
water, and indented with inlets, haunts of deer, and 
lurking-places of foxes. The whole woody region along 
the Potomac from Mount Vernon to Belvoir, and &r 
beyond, with its range of forests and hills, and picturesque 
promontories, afforded sport of various kinds, and was a 
noble hunting-ground. Washington had hunted through 
it with old Lord Fairfax in his stripling days ; we do not 
wonder that his feelixigs througnout life incessantly 
reverted to it. 

*'No estate in United America," observes he, in one of 
his letters, ** is more pleasantly situated. Jn a high and 
healthy country; in a latitude between the extremes of 
heat and oold ; on one of the finest rivers in the world ; a 
river well stocked with various kinds of fish at aU seasons 
of the year, and in the luring with shad, herrings, bass, 
carp, sturgeon, &c., in great abundance. The borders oif 
the estate are washed by more than ten miles of tide 
water; several valuable fisheries appertain to it; the 
whole shore, in fact, is one entire fishery." 

These were, as yet, the aristocratical days of Virginia. 
The estates were large, and continued in the same &milies 
hy entails. Many of the wealthy planters were connected 
with old families in England. The young men, especially 
the elder sons, were often sent to finish their education 
there, and on their return brought out the tastes and 
habits of the mother country. The governors of Virginia 
were £rom the higher ranks of society, and maintained a 
corresponding state. The *' established," or Episcopal 
church, predominated throughout the *' ancient dominion,'' 
as it was termed ; each county was divided into paxisibes, 
as in England — each with its parochial church, its parson- 
age, and glebe. Washington was vestryman of two 
parishes, Fairfax and Troro ; the parochial ohuxeh of the 
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former wai at Alexandria^ ten miles from Mount Yemon ; 
of the latter, at Pohiok, about fleven miles. The church 
at Pohiok was rebuilt on a plan of his own, and in a great 
measure at his expense. At one or other of these churches 
he attended every Sunday, when the weather and the 
roads permitted. His demeanour was reverential and 
devout. Mrs. Washington knelt during the prayers ; he 
always stood, as was liie custom at that time. Both were 
communicants. 

Among his occasional visitors and associates were 
Captain Hugh Mercer and Dr. Craik ; the foimer, after his 
narrow escapes from the tomahawk and scalping-knife, 
-was quietly settled at Fredericksbuig; the latter, after the 
campaigns on the frontier were over, had taken up his 
residence at Alexandria, and was now Washington's funily 
physician. Both were drawn to him by campaigning ties 
and reoolleotions, and were ever welcome at Mount 
Vernon. 

A style of living prevailed amoi^ the opulent Virginian 
£gimilies in those days that has long since faded away. 
The houses were n)acious, commodious, liberal in all their 
appointments, and fitted to cope wil^ the free-handed, 
open4iearted hospitality of the owners. Nothing was 
more common than to see handsome services of plate, 
elegant equipages, and superb carnage-horses — all imported 
from England. 

The Virginians have always been noted for their love of 
horses ; a manly passion which, in those days of opulence, 
they indulged without regard to expense. GRie rich 
planters vied with each other in their studs, importing the 
best English stocks. Mention is made of one of the 
Bandolphs of Tuckahoe, who built a stable for his fsEtvourite 
dapple*gray horse, Shakespeare, with a recess for the bed 
of the negro groom, who always slept beside him at night. 

Washington, by his marriage, Ibjad added above one 
hundred thousand dollars to his already considerable 
fortune, and was enabled to live in ample and dignified 
style. His intimacy with the Faiifaxes, and his inter- 
course with British officers of rank, had perhaps had their 
influence on his mode of living. He had his chariot and 
four, with black postilions in livery, for the use of Mrs. 
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Washington and her lady -visitors. As for himself, he 
always appeared on horsehack. Bis stable was well filled 
and admirably regulated. His stnd was thoroughbred and 
ia excellent order. His household books contain legisteTs 
of the names, ages, and marks of his various horses ; such 
as Ajax, Blueskin, Valiant, Magnolia (an Arab), &o. Also 
his dogs, chiefly fox-hounds, Vulcan, Singer, Bingwood, 
Sweetlips, Forrester, Music, Bockwood, Truelove, <fe3.* 

A large Virginia estate, in those days, was a litde 
empire. The mansion-house was the seat of goTemment, 
with its numerous dependencies, such as kitchens, smoke- 
houses, workshops, and stables. In this mansion the planter 
ruled supreme; his steward or overseer was his prime 
minister and executive officer ; he had his legion of house 
negroes for domestic service, and his host of field negroes 
for the culture of tobacco, Indian com, and other crops, 
and for other out of door labour. Their quarter formed a 
kind of hamlet apart, composed of various huts, with litUe 
gardens and poultry yards, all well stocked, and swarms of 
little negroes gambolling in the sunshine. Then there 
were large wooden edifices for curing tobacco, the staple 
and most profitable production, and mills for grindmg 
wheat and Indian com, of which large fields were cul- 
tivated for the supply of the family and the maintenance of 
the negroes. 

Among the slaves were artificers of all kinds, tailors, 
Ishoemakers, carpenters, smiths, wheelwrights, and so forth; 
so that a plantation produced every thing within itself for 
ordinary use : as to articles of fiuahion and elegance, Inx- 

1 In one of his letter-books we find orders on his London agent for 
riding equipments. For example : 

1 Man's riding-saddle, hogskin seat, large plated stirrups and every 
thing complete. Double reined bridle and Pelham bit, plated. 

A very neat and feushionable Newmarket saddle-cloth. 

A large and best portmanteau, saddle, bridle, and pillion. 

(Hoak-bag surcingle; checked saddle-cloth, holsters, &c. 

A riding-frock of a handsome drab-coloured broadclotii, with plBin 
double gilt buttons. 

A ri(£ng waistcoat of superfine scarlet cloth and gold lao^ ^ 
buttons like those of the coat, 

A blue surtout coat. 

A neat switch whip, silyer cap. 

Black Telyet cap for servant. 
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aries, and expensive clothing, they were imported from 
London ; for the planters on uiemain riTers, especially the 
Potomac, carried on an immediate trade with England. 
Their tobacco was put up by their own negroes, bore their 
own marks, was shipped on board of vessels which came up 
the rivers for the purpose, and consigned to some agent in 
Liverpool or Bristol, with whom the planter kept an 
accoimt.' 

The Virginia planters were prone to leave the care of 
their estates too much to their overseers, and to think pei> 
sonal labour a degradation. Washington carried into his 
rural afiOEurs the same method, activity, and circumspec- 
tion that had distinguished him in militaiy life. He 
kept his own accounts, posted up his books and balanced 
them with mercantile exactness. We have examined them 
as well as his diaries recording his daily occupations, and 
his letter-books, containing entries of shipments of tobacco, 
and correspondence with his London agents. They are 
monuments of his business habits.' 

The products of his estate also became so noted for the 
faithfnl-ness, as to quality and quantity, with which they 
were put up, that it is said any barrel of flour that bore the 
brand of George Washington, Mount Vernon, was exempted 
from the customaiy inspection in the West India ports.* 

He was an early riser, often before daybreak in the win- 
tor when the nights were long. On such occasions he lit 

' The following letter of Washington to his London correspondent 
will giye an idea of the early interoonrse of the Viiginia planters with 
the mother country. 

" Our goods bv the Liberty, CSaptain Walker, came to hand in good 
order and soon arter his arri'VBl, as they generally do when shipped in a 
vessel to this river [the Potomac], and scarce ever when they go to any 
others; for it don't often happen that a vessel bound to one river has 
goods of any consequence to another; and the masters, in these cases, 
keep the packages till an accidental conveyance offers, and for want of 
better opportunities frequently commit them to boatmen who care 
very little for the goods so they get their freight, and often land them 
wherever it suits their convenience, not where they have engaged to do 
BO * * * * A ship from London to Virginia may be in Rap- 
pahannock or any of the other rivers three months before I know any 
thing of their arrival, and may make twenty voyages without my seeing 
or ei'en hearing of the captain." 

* Speech of the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop on laying the eomer- 
itone of Washington's Monument. 
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his own fire and wrote or read by candle-light. He break- 
ousted at seyen in summer, at eight in winter. Two small 
cups of tea and three or four cakes of Indian meal (called 
hoe cakes), formed his frugal irepest. Immediately afi;6r 
breakfiust he mounted his horse and visited those parts of 
the estate where any work was goin^ on, seeing to eveiy- 
thing with his own eyes, and often aiding with his own hand. 

Dinner was served at two o'clock. He ate heartily, but 
was no epicure, nor critical about his food. His beverage 
was small beer or cider, and two glasses of old Madeira. 
He took tea, of which he was very fond, early in the eve- 
ning, and retired for the night about nine o'clock* 

If confined to the house by bad weather, he took tihat oo> 
oasion to arrange his papers, post up his accounts, or write 
letters ; passu^ part of the time in reading, and occasionally 
reading aloud to the family. 

He treated his negroes with kindness ; attended to their 
comforts ; was particularly carefal of them in sickness ; but 
never tolerated idleness, and exacted a fidthfdl performance 
of their allotted tasks. He had a quick eye at calculating 
eacdi man's capabilities. An entry in his diary gives a 
curions instance of this. Four of his negroes, employed as 
carpenters, were hewing and shaping timber* It appeared 
to him, in noticiog the amount of work accomplished be^ 
tween two succeeding mornings, that they loitered at their 
kbour. Sitting down quieUy he timed their operations; 
how long it took them to get their cross-out saw and other 
implements ready ; how long to clear away the branches 
from the trunk of a fSeJlen tree ; how long to hew and saw 
it ; what time was expended in considering and consulting, 
and after all, how much work was effected during the time 
he looked on. From this he made his computation how 
much they could execute in the course of a day, working 
entirely at their ease. 

At another time we find him working for a part of two 
days with Peter, his smith, to make a plough on a new in- 
vention of his own. This, after two or three failures, he 
accomplished. Then, with less than his usual judgment, 
he put his two chariot horses to the plough, and ran a 
great risk of spoiling them, in giving his new invention a 
trial over ground thickly sward^ 
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Anon, dming a Hmnder-Btorm, a frightened negro alarma 
the house with word that the mill is giving way, upon 
which there is a general turn out of all the forces, with 
Washington at their head, wheeling and shoTelling gravel, 
dnrixi^ a pelting rain, to check the rushing water. 

Washington delighted in the chase. In the hunting 
season, when he rode out early in the morning to visit distant 
parts of the estate, where work was going on, he often took 
some of the dogs with him for the chance of starting a fox, 
which he occasionally did, though he was not always sue- 
cessful in killing him. He was a hold rider and an admir- 
able horseman, though he never claimed the merit of being 
an accomplished fox-hxmter. In the height of the season, 
however, he would be out with the fox-hoimds two or three 
times a-week, accompanied by his guests at Mount Yemon 
and the gentlemen of the neighbourhood, especially the 
Fairfaxes of Belvoir, of which estate his friend George Wil- 
liam Fairfax was now the proprietor. On such occasions 
there would be a hunting dinner at one or other of those 
establishments, at which convivial repasts Washington is 
said to have enjoyed himself with unwonted hilarity, 

Kow and then his old Mend and instructor in the noble 
art of venery. Lord Fairfax, would be on a visit to his 
relatives at Belvoir, and then the hunting was kept up with 
unusual spirit.^ 

His lordship, however, since the alarms of Indian war 
had ceased, lived almost entirely at Greenway Court, where 
Washington was occasionally a guest, when called by pub- 
lic business to Winchester. Lord Fairfax had made nim- 
self a favourite throughout the neighbourhood. As lord- 
lientenant and custos rotulorum of Frederick County,* he 

* "BtmiisBg memoranda from If ashington's Joumal, Haunt Vemon. 

KoT. 22.— Hunting with Lord Fair&x and hia brother, and Colonel 
Faixfiiz. 

IToY. 25. — Mr. Bryan Faiifaz, Mr. Grayson, and Phil. Alexander 
came here by sunriae. Hanted and catched a fox with these, Lord 
Fairfax, his brother, and Col. FBorfax, — all of whom, with Mr. Fairfax 
and Mr. Wilson of England, dined here. 26th and 29th.— Hmxted 
again with the same companT. 

Deo. 5. — Fox-hunting with Lord Fairfax and his brother, and Colonel 
Fair£uc Started a fox and lost it» Dined at Belvoir, and returned in 
the evening. 
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presided at cottnty cotirts held at Winchester, where, during 
the sessions, he kept open table. He acted also as sur- 
Teyor and oyerseer of the public roads and highways, and 
wai^ unremitted in .his exertions and plans for the improve- 
ment of the countiy. Hunting, however, was his passion. 
When the sport was poor near home, he would take his 
hounds to a distant pcurt of the country, establish himseK at 
an inn, and keep open house and open table to every per- 
son of good character and ^spectable appearance who chose 
to join him in following the hounds. 

It vras probably in quest of sport of the kind that he now 
and then, in the hunting season, revisited his old haunts 
and former companions on the banks of the Potomac, and 
then the beautifdl woodland region about Belvoir and 
Mount Vernon was sure to ring at early mom v^ith the inr 
spiring music of the hound. 

The waters of the Potomac also afforded occasional amuse- 
ment in fishing and shooting. The fishing waa sometimes 
on a grand scale, when the herrings came up the river in 
shoals, and the negroes of Mount Yemen were marshalled 
forth to draw the seine, which was generally done with 
great success. Canvas-back ducks aboimded at the proper 
season, and the shooting of them was one of Washington's 
favourite recreations. The river border of his domain, how- 
ever, was somewhat subject to invasion. An oysterman 
once anchored his craft at the landing-place, and disturbed 
the quiet of the neighbourhood by the insolent and dis- 
orderly conduct of huQself and crew. It took a campaiga 
of three days to expel these invaders &om the premises. 

A more summary course was pursued with another inter- 
loper. This was a Tagabond who infested the creeks and 
inlets which bordered the estate, lurking in a canoe among 
the reeds and bushes, and making great havoc among the 
canvas-back ducks. He had ueen warned off repeatedly, 
but vTithout effect. As Washington was one day riding 
about the estate he heard the report of a gun from the mar- 
gin of the river. Spurring in that direction he dashed 
through the bushes, and came upon the culprit just as he 
was pushing his canoe from shore. The latter raised his 
gun with a menacing look ; but Washington rode into the 
stream, seized the painter of the canoe, drew it to shore, 
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sprang from his horse, "VTxested the gun from the hands of 
the astonished delinquent, and inflicted on him a lesson in 
<' Lynch law " that effectually cured him of all inclination 
to trespass again on these forbidden shores. 

The Potomac, in the pabny days of Yiiginia, *was occa- 
sionally the scene of a little aquatic state and ostentation 
among the rich planters who resided on its banks. They 
had beantifdl barges, which, like their land equipages, were 
imported from England; and mention is made of a Mr. 
Digges who always received Washington in his barge, 
rowed by six negroes, arrayed in a kind of uniform of checks 
shirts and black Telvet caps. At one time, according to 
notes in Washington's diary, the whole neighbourhood is 
thrown into a paroxysm of festivity, by the anchoring of a 
British frigate (the * Boston*) in the river, just in front of 
the hospitable mansion of the Fairfaxes^ A succession of 
dinners and breakfasts takes place at Mount Yemen and 
Belvoir, with occasional tea parties on board of the frigate. 
The commander. Sir Thomas Adams, his o£B[cers, and his 
midshipmen, are cherished guests, and have the freedom of 
both establishments. 

Occasionally he and Mrs. Washington would pay a visit 
to Annapolis, at that time the seat of government of Mary- 
land, and partake of the gaieties which prevailed during 
the session of the legislature. The society of these seats of 
provincial governments was always polite and fSashionable, 
and more exclusive than in these republican days, being, in 
a manner the outposts of the Englii^ aristocracy, where all 
places of dignity or profit were secured for younger sons, 
and poor, but proud relatives. During the session of the 
legislature, dinners and balls abounded, and there were 
occasional attempts at theatriccJs. The latter was an 
amusement for which Washington always had a relish, 
though he never had an opportunity of gratifying it effectu- 
ally. Neither was he disinclined to mingle in the dance, 
and we remember to have heard venerable ladies, who had 
been belles in his day, pride themselves on having|had him 
for a partner, though, they added, he was apt to be a cere- 
monious and grave one.'^ 

* We have had an amtising pkture of Annapolis as it was at this 
period, famished to us some years since by an octogenarian who had 

q2 
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In this round of rural ooenpation, rural amusemente, and 
social intercourse, Washington passed several tranqiul jearo, 
the halcjon season of his life. ' His already establifihed re- 
putation drew many visitors to Moimt Vernon; some of his 
early companions in arms were his oceasional guests, and his 
friendships and connections linked him with some of the 
most prominent and worthy people of the eountry, who 
were sore to be received wiw cordial, bat simple and fm- 
pretending hospitality. His marriage was unblessed wiih 
children; but ^ose of Mrs. Washington experienced from 
him parental care and afection, and the formation of their 
minds and manners was one of the dearest objects of his 
attention. His domestic concerns and social enjoyments, 
however, were not permitted to interfere with his pnblic 
duties. He was active by nature, and eminently a man of 
business by habit. Aa judge of the counly court, and 
member of the House of Burgesses, he had numerous calls 
upon his time and thou^ts, and was often drawn from 
home; for whatever trust he undertook, he was sure to 
fulfil with scrupulous exactness. 

About this time we find him engaged, witb other men of 
enterprise, in a project to drain the great Dismal &wamp, 
and render it capably of cultivation. This vast morass waa 
about thirhr miles long, and ten miles wide, and its interior 
but little known. With his ustial zeal and hardihood he 
explored it on horseback and on foot. In many parts it 
was covered with dark and gloomy woods of cedar, cypress, 
and hemlock, or deciduous trees, the branches of which 
were hung with long drooping moss« Other parts were 
almost inacc^sible from the density of brakes and thickets, 
entangled with vines, briers, and creeping plants, and in- 
tersecrked by creaks and standing pooUi. Occasionally the 

resicled thero in his boyhood. " Im those parta of the eountry," eaid 
he, '' where the roads were too rough for carriages, the ladies used to 
ride on ponies, followed by black serrants on horseback ; in this way 
bis mother, then advaiioed in life^ used to. travel, jn a acarlet cloth 
riding habit, which she had pro^oored from E^laad. Nay, in this way, 
on emergencies," he added, " the young ladies from the country used 
to come to the balls at Annapolis, riding with their hoops arranged 
' fore and aft * like lateen sails; and aftet dancing all night, would ride 
home again in the morning." 
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soil, composed of dead vegetable fibre, Tms over his horse's 
fetlocks, and sometimes he had to dismoimt and make his 
w&j on foot over a quaking bi^ that shook beneath his 
tread. 

In the centre of the morasB he came to a great piece of 
nmter, six miles long, and three broad, called Drummond's 
Pond, but more poetically celebrated as the Lake of the 
Dismal Swamp. It was more elevated than any other part 
of the swamp, and capable of feeding oanalsi by which the 
whole might be traversed. Having made the circuit of it, 
and noted all its characteristics, he encamped for the night 
tipon the firm land which bordered it, and finished his ex- 
plorations on the following day. 

In the ensuing session of the Yiiginia legislature, the 
association in behalf of which he had acted, was chartered 
under the name of the Dismal Swamp Company ; and to 
his observations and forecast may be traced the, subsequent 
improvement and prosperity of ^t once desolate region. 
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Treaty of Peace— Pontiac's War — Course of Public Eventa— Board of 
Trade against Paper Currency — ^Restrictiye policy of England — Kavi- 
gation Lawa^— DiBoontentB in New England — Of the other Colonies — 
Projects to raise Kerenue by Taxation — ^Blow at the Independence 
of the Judiciary^^NaVal Commanders employed as Custom-House 
Officers— Retaliation of the Colonists — Taxation resisted in Boston — 
Passing of the Stamp Act— Burst of Opposition in Virginia — Speech 
of Patrick Henry. 

Tipmrofi of peace gladdened the colonies in the spring ci 
1763. The definitive treaty between England and France 
bad been signed at Fontainbleau. Now» it was trusted, 
there would be an end to those horrid ravages that had 
desolated the interior of the country. "The desert and 
the silent place would rejoice, and the wilderness would 
blossom like the rose." 

The month of May proved the fallacy of such hopes. In 
that month the &mous insurrection of the Indian tribes 
Inroke out, which, from the name of the chief who was its 
prime mover and master spirit, is commonly called Pontiac's 
war. The Delawares and Shawnees, and other of those 
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emigrant tribes of the Ohio» among whom Washington had 
mingled, were foremost in this conspiracy. Some of the 
chiefs who had been his allies, had now taken up the 
hatchet against the English. The plot was deep-laid, and 
conducted with Indian craft and secresy. At a concerted 
time an attack was made upon all the posts from Detroit 
to Fort Pitt (late Fort Duquesne). Several of the eaaiall 
stockaded forts, the places of refiige of woodland neigh- 
bourhoods, were surprised and scu)ked with remorseless 
butchery. The frontiers of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and 
Yirginia, were laid waste ; traders in the wilderness were 
plundered and slain ; hamlets and farmhouses were wrapped 
in flames, and their inhabitants massacred. Shingis, with 
his Delaware warriors, blockaded Fort Pitt, which, for 
some time, was in imminent danger. Detroit, also, came 
near falling into the hands of the s&yages. It needed all 
the influence of Sir William Johnson, that potentate in 
savage life, to keep the Six Nations £ix)m joining this 
formidable conspiracy ; had they done so, the triumph of 
the tomahawk and scalping knife would have been 
complete ; as it was, a considerable time elapsed before the 
frontier was restored to tolerable tranquilliiy. 

Fortunately, Washington's retirement from the army 
prevented his being entangled in this savage war, which 
raged throughout the regions he had repeatedly visited, or 
ratiier his active spirit had been diverted into a more 
peacefol channel, for he was at this time occupied in the en- 
terprise just noticed, for draining the great Dismal Swamp. 

Public events were now taking a tendency which, with- 
out any political aspiration or forethought of his own, was 
destined gradually to bear him away from his quiet home 
and individual pursuits, and launch him upon a grander 
and wider sphere of action than any in which he had 
hitherto been engaged. 

The prediction of the Duke de Ghoiseul was in the 
process of fulfilment. The recent war of Oreat Britain for 
dominion in America, though crowned with, success, had 
engendered a progeny of discontents in her colonies. 
Washington was among the first to perceive its bitter 
fruits. British merchants had complained loudly of losses 
sustained by the depreciation of the colonial paper, issued 
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duiiiig the late war, in tunes of emergencj, and had 
addressed a memorial on the subject to the Board of Trade. 
Scarce was peace concluded, when an order from the board 
declared tbiat no paper, issued by colonial assemblies, 
should thenceforward be a legal tender in the payment of 
debts. Washington deprecated this ' ' stir of the merchants " 
as peculiarly ill-timed; and expressed an apprehension 
that the orders in questiou '< would set the whole country 
in flames." 

We do not profess, in this personal memoir, to enter 
into a wide scope of general history, but shall content our- 
selves with a glance at the circumstances and eyents which 
gradually kindled the conflagration thus apprehended by 
the anxious mind of Washington. « 

Whatever might be the natural affection of the colonies 
for the mother country, — and there are abundant evidences 
to prove that it was deep-rooted and strong, — ^it had never 
been properly reciprocated. They yearned to be con- 
sidered as children ; they were treated by her as change* 
lings. Burke testifies that her policy toward them from 
the beginning had been purely commercial, and her com- 
mercial policy wholly restrictive. " It was the system of 
a monopoly.'* 

Her navigation laws had shut their ports against foreign 
vessels ; obliged them to export their productions only to 
• countries belonging to the Britigji' crown ; to import Euro- 
pean goods solely from England, and in English ships ; 
and had subjected the trade between the colonies to duties. 
All man u factures, too, in the colonies that might interfere 
with those of the mother country had been either totally 
prohibited, or subjected to intolerable restraints. 

The acts of Parliament, imposing these prohibitions and 
restrictions, had at various times produced sore discontent 
and opposition on the part of the colonies, especially 
among tiiose of New England. The interests of these last 
were chiefly commercial, and among them the republican 
spirit predominated. They had sprung into existence 
during that part of the reign of James I. when disputes ran 
high about kingly prerogative and popular privilege. 

The Pilgrims, as they styled themselves, who founded 
Plymouth colony in 1620, had been incensed while in 
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England by wb^t they stigmatized as the oppressions of 
the monarchy, and tiie established church. They had 
sought the wilds of America for the indulgence of freedom 
of opinion, and had brought witli them the spirit of iade- 
pendence and self-government. Those who followed them 
in the reign of Charles I. were imbued with the same 
spirit, and gave a lasting character to the people of New 
England. 

Other colonies, having been formed under other circum- 
stances,; might be inclined toward a monarchical govern- 
ment, and disposed to acquiesce in its exactions ; but ihe 
republican spirit was ever alive in New Ei^land, watching 
over *' natural and chartered rights,*' and prompt to defend 
them against any infringement. Its example and instigation 
had gradually an effect on the other colonies ; a general 
impatience was evinced from time to time of parliamentary 
interference in colonial afiGsdrs, and a disposition in the 
various provincial legislatures to think and act for them- 
selves in matters of civil and religious, as well as com- 
mercial polity. 

There was nothing, however, to which the jealous sen- 
sibilities of the colonies were more alive tiban to any 
attempt of the mother coimtry to draw a revenue from 
them by taxation. From the earliest period of their exist- 
ence, th^ had maintained the principle that they could 
only be taxed by a le^lature in which they were re- 
presented. Sir Bobert Walpole, when at the head of the 
British government, was aware of their jealous sensi- 
bility on this point, and cautious of provoking it. When 
American taxation was suggested, ^* it must be a bolder 
man than himself," he replied, ^^ and one less friendly to 
commerce, who should venture on such an expedient 
For his part, he would encourage the trade of the colonies 
to the utmost ; one ha^ of the profits would be sure to 
come into the royal exchequer through the increased 
demand for British manufactures. ITiis,'* said he, saga- 
ciously, '* is taxing them more agreeahlf/ to their oum oemstitution 
and laiosJ* ^ 

Subsequent ministers adopted a widely different policy. 
During the progress pf the French war, various projects 
were discussed in England with regard to the c<4onie6, 
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which wero to be carried into effect on the return of peace. 
The open aYowal of some of these plans, and vagae rumours 
of others, more than ever irritated the jealous feelings of 
the oolonists, and put the dragon spirit of New England 
on the alert. 

In 1760, there was an attempt in Boston to collet 
duties on foreign sugar and molasses imported into the 
colonies. Writs of assistance were applied for by the 
custom-house officers, authorizing them to oreak open ships, 
stores, and private dwellings, in quest of articles that had 
paid no duiy ; and to call the assistance of others in the 
discharge of their odious task. The merchants opposed 
the execution of the writ on constitutional grounds. The 
qnestion was ai^ed in court, where James Otis spoke so 
eloquently in vindication of American rights, that all his 
hearers went away ready to take arms against writs of 
assistance. *'Then and there," says John Adams, who 
was present, '< was the first scene of opposition to the 
arbitmry claims of Oreat Britain. Then and there 
Americcm Independence was bom." 

Another ministerial measure was to instruct the pro- 
vincial governors to commission judges. Not as thereto- 
fore "during good behaviour," but "during the Mng^s 
pleasure." New York was the first to resent this blow at 
the independence of the judiciary. The lawyers appealed 
to the public through the press against an act which sub» 
jected iJie halls of justice to the prerogative. Hieir appeals 
were felt beyond the bounds of the province, and awakened 
a general spirit of resistance. 

l^us matters stood at the conclusion of the war. One 
of the first measures of ministers on the return of peace, 
was to enjoin on all naval officers stationed on the coast of 
the American colonies the performance, undcir oath, of the 
duties of custom-house officers, for the suppression of 
smu^ling. This fell ruinously upon a clandestine trade 
which had loi^ been connived at between the English 
and Spanish colonies, profitable to both, but especially to 
the former, and beneficial to the mother countiy, opening 
a market to her manufactures. 

"Men-of-war," says Burke, "were for the first time 
armed with the regular commissions of custom-house 
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officers, invested the coasts, and gave the coUection of 
revenue the air of hostile contribution. • • • They 
fell so indiscriminately on all sorts of contraband, or sap- 
posed contraband, that some of the most valuable branches 
of trade were driven violently from our ports, which caused 
an universal consternation throughout the colonies."^ 

As a measure of retaliation, the colonists resolved iiot to 
purchase British fabrics, but to clothe themselves as much 
as possible in home manufiskctures. The demand for British 
goods in Boston alone was diminished upwards of 10,00(X. 
sterling in the course of a year. 

In 1764, Geoi^e Grenville, now at the head of govem- 
ment, ventured upon the poHoy from which Walpole had 
so wisely abstained. Early in March the eventful question 
was debated, *' whether they had a right to tax America." 
It was decided in the affirmative. Next followed a reso- 
lution, declaring it proper to charge oertain stamp dutLes 
in the colonies and plantations, but no immediate step was 
taken to cany it into effect • Mr. Grenville, however, 
gave notice to the American agents in London, that he 
should introduce such a measure on the ensuing session of 
Parliament. In the mean time Parliament perpetuated 
certain duties on sugar and molasses — theretofore subjects 
of complaint and opposition--^now reduced and modified so 
as to discourage smuggling, and Hiereby to render them 
more productive. Duties, also, were imposed on other 
articles of foreign produce or manufacture imported into 
the colonies. To reconcile the latter to these impositions, 
it was stated that the revenue thils raised was to be appro- 
priated to their protection and seciirity ; in other words, 
to the support of a standing army, intended to be quartered 
upon them. 

We have here briefly stated but a part of what Burke 
t^rms an ''infinite variety of paper chains," extending 
through no less than twenty-nine acts of Parliament, from 
1660 to 1764, by which &e colonies had been held in 
thraldom. 

The New Englanders were the first to take the field 
against the project of taxation. They denounced it as a 

> Burke on the State of the Nation. 
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violaidon of their rights as freemen; of their chartered 
rights, by which they were to tax themselves for their 
support and defenee; of their rights as British subjects, 
who ought not to be taxed but by themselves or their 
repreeentatiTes. They sent petitions and remonstrances 
on the subject to the king, the lords and the commons, in 
which they were seconded by New York and Virginia. 
Franklin appeared in London at the head of agents from 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut and South Carolina, to de- 
precate, in person, measures so fraught with miscl4ef. 
The most eloquent arguments were used by British orators 
and statesmen to dissuade Grenville from enforcing them. 
He was warned of the sturdy independence of the colonists, 
and the spirit of resistance he might provoke. All was in 
vain. Grenville, "great in daring and little in views,'* 
sa^ Horace Walpole, " was charmed to have an untrodden 
field before hhn of calculation and experiment." In March, 
1765, the act was passed, according to which all instru- 
ments in writing were to be executed on stamped paper, 
to be purchased from the agents of the British government. 
What was more : all offences against the act could be tried 
in any royal, marine, or admiralty court throughout the 
colonies, however distant from the place where ihe offence 
had been committed; thus interiering with that most 
inestimable right, a trial by jury. 

It was on ominous sign tl^it the first burst of opposition 
to this act should take place inYiiginia. That colony had 
hitherto been slow to accord with the republican spirit of 
New England. Founded at an earlier period of the reign 
of James I., before kingly prerogative and ecclesiastical 
supremacy had been made matters of doubt and fierce 
dispute, it had gtown tip in loyal attachment to king, 
church, and constitution ; was aristocratical In its tastes 
and habits, and had been remarked above all the other 
colonies for its sympathies with the mother country. 
Moreover, it had not so many pecuniary interests involved 
in these questions as had th^ people of New England, 
being an agricultural lather than a commercial province ; 
but the Yirginians are of a quick and generous spirit, 
readily aroused on all points of honourable pride; and they 
resented the stamp act as an outrage on their rights. 
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Wasbington occupied his seat in the Hotise of Burgesses, 
when, on the 29th of May, the stamp act became a snlgect 
of discussion. We have seen no previous opinions of his on 
the subject. His correspondence hitherto had not tamed on 
politicflJ or speculative themes ; being engrossed bj either 
military or agricultural matters, and evincing litUe anti- 
cipation of the vortex^ of public duties into which he 
was about to be drawn. All his previous oondnct and 
writiDgs show a loyal devotion to the crown, with a 
patriotic attachment to his country. It is probable that on 
the present occasion that latent patriotism received its finst 
electric shock. 

Among the burgesses sat Patrick Henry, a young lawy ^ , 
who had recently distinguished himself by pleading against 
the exercise of the royal prerogative in church matters, 
and who was now for the first time a member of the 
House. Bising in his place, he introduced his celebrated 
resolutions, declaring uiat Ihe General Assembly of Yir- 
ginia had the exclusive right and power to lay taxes and 
impositions upon the inhabitants, and that whoever main- 
tained the contrary shoxdd be deemed an .enemy to the 
colony* 

The speaker, Mr Bobinson, objected to the resolutions, 
as inflammatory. Henry vindicated them, eus justified by 
the nature of the case ; went into an able and oonstitutionid 
discussion of colonial rights, and an eloquent exposition of 
the manner in which they had been assalLed ; wound up bj 
one of those daring flights of declamation for which he wtt 
remarkable, and startled the House by a warning flash from 
history : '* Csasar had his Brutus ; Charles his Cromwell; 
and Qeoi^e the Third — ('Treason I treason I' resounded 
from the neighbourhood of the Chair) — ^may profit by their 
examples," added Heiuy. *< Sir, if this be treason (bowing 
to the speaker^ make the most of it! " 

The resolutions were modified, to accommodate them to 
the scruples of the speaker and some of the members, hot 
their spirit was retamed. The lieutenant-governor ^an- 
quier), startled by this patriotic outbreak, dissolved the 
Assembly, and issued writs for a new election ; but the 
clarion had sounded. <^ The resolves of the Assembly of 
Virginia, " says a correspondent of the mimstry, *^ gave the 
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gigoal for i^ geneial oi^tcry over tlie oontuLent. The moyeiB 
ttod atipporters of them were applauded as the protectors 
«ad usaertors of Ameriowpt Ubei^."' 
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WacthingtQu'B Ideas concermng the Stamp Act— Oppontion to it in the 
Colonies — ^Pcnrtentons Ceremonies at Boston aiul New York — ^Non- 
Impoitati<»i Agreenksnt among tlie Merchants — ^Washiogtoa and 
Qttofge Kason— Dismissal of Qrenville from the British Cabinet- 
Franklin before the House of Commons — ^Repeal of the Stamp Act — 
Joy of Washington— Eresh Causes of Colonial Dissensions — Circular 
of the Ctoneral Court of Massachusetts — ^Embarkatlon of Troops for 
Boston'^Measiires of the Bostoniana. 

"W-ismNGTON returned to Mount Vemou full of anxious 
thoughts inspired by the political events of the day, and 
the legislative scene whicn he witnessed. His recent let- 
ters had spgken of the state of peaceful tranquillity in 
which he wd» living; those now written from his rural 
home show that he fuUy participated in the popular feelings 
and that while he had a presentiment of an arauous struggle, 
Lis patriotic xoind was revolving means of ooping with it. 
Such is the tenor of a letter written to his wife's uncle, 
Francis Dandridge» then in London. " The stamp act,'' 
said he, " engrosses the conversation of the speculative part 
of the colonists, who look upon this imconstitutional 
method of taxation as a direful attack upon their liberties, 
and loudly exclaim against the violation. What may be 
the result of this and of some other (I think I may add ill- 
judged) measures, I will not undertake to determine ; but 
this I may venture to affizm, that the advantage accruing 
to the mother country will fell greatly short of the expecta- 
tion of the ministry ; for certain it is, that our whole sub- 
stance already in a manner flows to Great Britain, and 
that whatsoever contributes to lessen our importations 
must be hurtful to her manufactures. The eyes of our 
people already begin to be opened ; and they will perceive, 
that miany luxuries, for which we lavish our substance in 
Groat Britain^ oan well be dispensed with. This, conse- 

* Letter to JSecretary Conway, Kew Toxk, Sept. 2$. — FarliauMntary 
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quently, will introduce frugality, and be a necessary incite^ 
ment to industry. •••••♦ Asto the stamp act, 
regarded in a single view, one of the first bad consequences 
attending it, is, that our courts of judicature must inevi- 
tably be shut up ; for it is impossible, or next to impossible, 
under our present circumstances, that the act of Parliament 
can be complied with, were we ever so willing to enforce 
its execution. And not to say (which alone would be suf- 
ficient) that we have not money enough to pay for the 
stamps, there are many other cogent reasons which prove 
that it would be inefiectuaL'* 

A letter of the same date to his agents in London, of 
ample length and minute in all its detiols, shovTS that while 
deeply interested in the course of public affairs, his prac- 
tical mind was enabled thoroughly and ably to manage the 
financial concerns of his estate, and of the estate of Mrs. 
Washington's son, John Parke Custis, towards whom he 
acted the part of a faiihfal and affectionate guardian. In 
those days Virginia planters were still in mrect and fre- 
quent correspondence with their London factors ; and 
Washington's letters respecting his shipments of tobacco, 
and the returns required in various articles for household 
and person^ use are perfect models for a man of business. 
And this may be remarked throughout his whole career, 
that no pressure of events nor multiplicity of cares pre- 
vented a clear, steadfast, under-current of attention to 
domestic affairs, and the interest and well-being of all de- 
pendent upon him. 

Li the mean time, from his quiet abode at Mount Vernon, 
he seemed to hear the patriotic voice of Patrick Henry, 
which had startled the House of Burgesses, echoing 
throughout the land, and rousing one legislative body after 
another to follow the example of that of Virginia. At the 
instigation of the General Court or Assembly of Massa- 
chusetts, a Congress was held in New York in October, 
composed of delegates from Massachusetts, Bhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, and South Carolina. In this they de- 
nounced the acts of Parliament imposing taxes on them 
without their consent, ^nd extending the jurisdiction of 
the courts of admiral^ as violations of their rights and 
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liberties as natural bom subjects of Great Britam, and pre- 
pared an address to the king, and a petition to both Honses 
of Parliament, praying for redress. Sinular petitions .were 
forwarded to England hj the colonies not represented in 
the Congress. 

The very preparations for enforcing the stamp act called 
forth popular tomxdts in varions places. In Boston the 
stamp distribntor was hanged in effigy ; his windows were 
broken; a house intended for a stamp office was pulled 
down, and the effigy bnmt in a bonfire made of the frag- 
ments. The lieutenant-governor, chief justice, and sheriff, 
attempting to allay the tumult, were pelted. The stamp 
officer thought himself happy to be hanged merely in effigy, 
and next day publicly renounced the x)erilous ofilce. 

Various were the proceedings in o^er places, all mani- 
festing public scorn and defiance of the act. In Virginia, 
Mr. G^rge Mercer had been appointed distributor of 
stamps, but on his arriyal at WilHamsburg publicly de- 
clined officiating. It was a fresh triumph to the popular 
cause. The bells were rung for joy ; the town was illu- 
minated, and Mercer was hailed wi'Qx acclamations of the 
pe^le.* 

The 1st of November, the day when the act was to go 
into operation, was ushered in with portentous solemnities. 
There was great tolling of bells and burning of effigies in 
the New England colonies. At Boston the i^ps displayed 
their colours but half-mast high. Many shops were shut ; 
fdneral knells resounded from the steeples, and there was a 
grand auto-da-fe, in which the promoters of the act were 
paraded and suffered martyrdom in effigy. 

At New York the printed act was carried about the streets 
on a pole, surmounted by a death's head, with a scroll bear- 
ing the inscription, *< The folly of England and ruin of 
America." Golden, the lieutenant-governor, who acquired 
considerable odium by recommending to government the 
taxation of the colonies, the institution of hereditary assem- 
blies, and other Tory measures, seeing that a popular storm 
was rising, retired into the fort, taking with him the stamp 
papers, and garrisoned it with marines from a ship, of war. 

1 Holme's Azmals, yol. ii., p. 138. 
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The mob broke into his stable, drew out his chariot^ pnthia 
effigy into it, paraded it th2x>ngh the streets to the common 
(now the Pai^), where thej hung it on a gallows^ In the 
evening it was taken down, put again into the chariot^ 
with the devil for a companion, and escorted babk by torch- 
light to the Bowling Green; where the whole pageant, 
chariot and all, was burnt under tiaie very guns of &e fort 

These are specimens of the marks of popular reprobation 
with which the stamp act was univeraEdly nullified. Ko 
one would venture to carry it into execution. In &ot no 
stamped paper was to be seen; all had been eithei* de- 
stroyed or concealed. All transactions which required 
stamps to give them validity were suspended, or w^^ exe* 
cuted by private compact. The courts of justice were 
closed, until at length s<xne conducted their business with- 
out stamps. Union was becoming the watch-ward« The 
merchants of New York, Philadelphia, Boston^ and such 
other colonies as had ventured publicly to oppose the 
stamp act, agreed to import no more Biiti^ manufaotures 
after the 1st of January unless it should be repealed. So 
passed away the year 1765. 

As yet Washington took no prominent part in the public 
agitation. Indeed he was never disposed to put lunuelf 
forward on popular occasions, his innate modesty forbade 
it; it was others who knew his worfih that called him 
forth ; but when once he engaged in any public measure, 
he devoted himself to it with consciousness and persevering 
seal. At present he remained a quiet but vigilant observer 
of events from his eagle nest at Mount Yemon. He had 
some few intimates in his neighbourhood who aoeorded 
with him in sentiment. One of the ablest and most effi- 
cient of these was Mr. Oe<Krge Mason, with whom he had 
occasional conversations on the state of a&Lcs. His Mends 
the Fairfaxes, though liberal in feelings and opinions, 
were too strong in their de^votion to the crown not to 
regard with an uneasy eye the tendency of the p<^ular 
bias. From one motive or other, the earnest attehticm of 
all the inmates and visitors at Mount Yemon, were turned 
to England, watching the movements of the ministry. 

The dismissal of Mr, Grenville from the cabinet gave a 
temporary change to public affiairs. Perhaps nothi^ had 
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a greater effect in fiayoiir of the colonies than an examina- 
tion of Dr. Franklin before the House of Commons, on the 
subject of the stamp act. 

" What," he was asked, ** was the temper of America 
towards Great Britain, before the year 1763 ? " 

" The best in the world. They submitted willingly to 
the government of the crown, and paid, in all their courts, 
obedience to the acts of Parliament. Numerous as the 
people are in the several old provinces, they cost you 
nothing iQ forts, citadels, garrisons, or armies, to keep them 
in subjection. They were governed by this country at the 
expense only of a little pen, ink, and paper. They were 
led by a thread. They had not only a respect, but an 
affection fjr Great Britain, for its laws, its customs, and 
manners, and even a fondness for its feushions, that greatly 
increased the commerce. Natives of Great Britain, were 
always treated with particular regard; as to be an 01d« 
England man was, of itself, a character of some respect, 
and gave a kind of rank among us." 

*' And what is their temper now ? " 

" Oh ! very much altered." 

** If the act is not repealed, what do you think will be 
the consequences? " 

*' A total loss of the respect and affection the people of 
America bear to this country, and of all the commerce that 
depends on that respect and affection." 

** Do yon think the people of America would submit to 
pay the stamp duty if it was moderated ? " 

** No, never, unless compelled by force of arms. " • 

The act was repealed on the 18th of March, 1766, to the 
great joy of the sincere friends of both coimtries, and to no 
one more than to Washington. In one of his letters he ob- 
serves: "Had the Parliament of Great Britain resolved 
upon enforcing it, the consequences, I conceive, would 
have been more direful than is generally apprehended, 
both to the mother country and her colonies. All, there- 
fore, who were instrumental in procuring the repeal, are 
entitled to the thanks of every British subject, and have 
mine cordially." • 

• Parliaxrezitar7 Register, 1766. 
» Sparks. Writings of Washington, ii., 345, note. 

B 
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Still, there wm ft £ital claiise in the repeal, wMch de- 
dared that the king, with the oonsent of Farliament, had 
power and authority to make laws and fitatntes of sufficient 
K>r6e and validity to *' bind the colonies, and people of 
America, in all ccuses whatsoeTer/' 

Ab the people of America were contending for principles, 
not mere pecuniary interests, iMs reserved power of the 
crown and Parliament left the dispjdte still open, and 
chilled the feeling of gratittide which the repeal might 
otherwise have inspired. Further aliment for public dis- 
content was furnished by other acts of Parliament. One 
imposed duties on glass, pasteboard, white and red lead, 
painters' colours, and tea ; the duties to be collected on the 
arrival of the articles in the colonies; another empowered 
naval officers to enforce the acts of trade and navigation. 
Another wounded to the quick the pride and sensibilities 
of New York. The mutiny act had recently been extended 
to America, with an additional clause, requiring &Le pro- 
vincial Assemblies to provide the troops sent out with 
quarters, and to famish them with fire, beds, candles, and 
other necessaries, at the expense of the colonies. The 
Governor and Assembly of New York refused to comply 
with this requisition as to stationary forces, inMsting Ihat 
it applied only to troops on a march. An act of Parliament 
now suspended the powers of the Governor and Assembly 
until they should comply. CLatham attributed this oppo- 
sition of the colonists to the mutiny act to '* their jealousy 
of being somehow or other taxed internally by the Parlia- 
ment ; the act," said he, " asserting the right of Pariiament, 
has certainly spread a most unfortunate jealousy and diffi- 
dence of government here throughout America, and makes 
them jealous of the least distinction between this conntiy 
and that, lest the same principle may be extended to tax- 
ing them." * 

Boston continued to be lihe focus of what the uunis- 
terialists termed sedition. The General Court of Massa 
chusotts, not content with petitioning the king for relief 
against the recent measures of Pariiament, especiallv those 
imposing taxes as a means of revenue, drew up a circular, 

* Chathaxn'K Oort^pondenoe, vol. ii^^ p. 189-193. 
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calling on the other colonial legislatores to join with them 
in suitable efforts to obtain redress. In the ensuing session, 
Gbveanor Sir Francis Bernard ccjled upon them to rescind 
the resolution on which the circular was founded; they 
refased to comply, and the General Court was consequently 
disBolTed. The governors of other colonies required of 
their legislatures an assuranoe that they would not reply 
to the Massachusetts circular; these legislatures likewise 
refused compliance, and were dissolved. All this added to 
the growing excitement. 

Memorials were addressed to the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and remonstrances to the House of Commons, 
against taxation for revenue, as destructive to the liberties 
of the colonists ; and against the act suspending the legis- 
lative power of the province of New York, as menacing 
the welfare of the colonies in generaL 

Nothing, however, produced a more powerful effect upon 
the public sensibilities throughout the country, than certain 
military demonstrations at Boston. In consequence of 
repeated collisions between the people of that place and 
the commissioners of customs, two regiments were held in 
readiness in Halifax to embark for Boston, <in the ships of 
Commodore Hood, whenever Governor Bernard, or the 
general, should give the word. "Had this force been 
landed in Boston six months ago," writes the commodore, 
**I am perfectly persuaded no address or remonstrances 
i^ould have been sent from the other colonies, and that all 
'would have been tolerably quiet and orderly at this time 
throughout America.*** 

Tidings reached Boston that these troops were embarked, 
and that they were coming to overawe tiie people. What 
-was to be done ? The General Court had been dissolved, 
and the governor refused to convene it without the royal 
command. A convention, therefore, from various towns 
met at Boston, on the 22nd of September, to devise measures 
for the public safety, but disclaiming all pretensions to 
legislative powers. While the convention, was yet in 
session (September 28th), Ihe two regiments arrived, with 
seven armed vessels. ** I am very confident," writes Com- 

' Orenyille Papen, vol. iv., p. 362. 
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modore Hood firom Halifax, *- tlie spirited measnres now 
puTBuing will soon effect order in America," 

On the contrary, these *' spirited measures " added fdel 
to the fire they were intended to quench. It was resolved, 
in a town meeting, that the king had no right to send 
troops thither without the consent of the Assembly ; that 
Great Britain had broken the original compact, and that, 
therefore, the king^s officers had no longer any business 
there.* 

The "selectmen" accordingly refused to find quarters 
for the soldiers in the town ; -Qie council refused to find 
barracks for them, lest it should be construed into a com- 
pliance with the disputed clause of the mutiny act^ Some 
of the troops, therefore, which had tents, were encamped 
on the common; others, by the governor's orders, were 
quartered in the state-house, and others in Faneuil Hall, to 
the great indignation of the public, who were grievously 
scandalized at seeing field-pieces planted in front of the 
state-house ; sentinels stationed at the doors, challenging 
every one who passed ; and, above all, at having the saicred 
qoiet of the Sabbath disturbed by drum and fife, and other 
military music. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



Cheerful Life at Mount Y emon — ^Washington and Qeorge Mason — Cor- 
respondence conoeraing the Non-Importation Agreement — ^Feeling 
toward England — Opening of the Legislative Session — Semi-Begai 
State of Lord Botetourt — High-toned Proceedings of the House — 
Sympathy with New England — Dissolved by Lord Botetourt — ^Wash- 
ington and the Articles of Association. 

Theoughout these public agitations, Washington endea- 
Toured to preserve his equanimity. Eemoved firom the 
heated throngs of cities, his diary denotes a cheerful and 
healthful life at Mount Vernon, devoted to those rural 
occupations in which he delighted, and varied occasionally 
by his favourite field-sports. Sometimes he is duck-shoot- 
ing on the Potomac. Eepeatedly we find note of his being 
out at sunrise with the hounds, in company with old Lord 

« Whately to Grenville. Qreny. Papers^ vol. iv., p. 389, 
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FaiifaK, Bryan Faiifax, and othersi and ending the day's 
sport by a dinner at Mount Vernon or Belvoir. 

Still be was too true a patriot not to sympathize in the 
straggle for colonial rights which now agitated the whole 
coontry, and we find hinx gradually carried more and more 
into the current of political affieti^s. 

A letter written on the 5th of April, 1769, to his friend, 
George Mason, shows the important stand he was disposed 
to take. In the previous year, the merchants and traders 
of Boston, Salem, Connecticut, and New York had agreed 
to suspend for a time the importation of all articles subject 
to taxation. Similar resolutions had recently been adopted 
by the merchants of PhiLadelphia. Washington's letter is 
emphatic in support of the measure. *' At a tiaie," writes 
he, ''when our lordly masters in Great Britain will be 
satisfied with nothing less than the deprivation of American 
freedom, it seems highly necessary that something should 
be done to avert the stroke, and maintain the liberty which 
we have derived from our ancestors. But the manner of 
doing it, to answer the purpose effectually, is the point in 
question. That no man should scruple, or hesitate a moment, 
in defence of so valuable a blessing, is clearly my opinion ; 
yet arms should b^ the last resource — ^the dernier ressort* 
We have already, it is said, proved the inefficacy of 
addresses to the throne and remonstrances to Parliament. 
How fJEtr their attention to our rights and interests is to be 
awakened or alarmed, by starving their trade and manu- 
factures, remains to be tried. 

'' The northern colonies, it appears, are endeavouring to 
adopt this scheme. In my opinion, it is a good one, and 
must be attended with salutary effects, provided it can 
be carried pretty generally into execution. • ♦ ♦. • 
That there will be a difficulty attending it everywhdte, 
from clashing interests, and selfish, designing men, ever 
attentive to their own gain, and watchful of every turn 
that can assist their lucrative views, cannot be denied; 
and in the tobacco colonies, where the trade is so diffosed, 
and in a manner wholly conducted by factors for their 
principals at home, these difficulties are certainly enhanced, 
but I think not insurmountably increased, if the gentlemen 
in their several coimties will oe at some pains to explain 
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matters to the people, and stixaiilate them to cordial agree- 
ments to purchase none but certain enumerated articles out 
of any of the stores, after a definite period, and neither 
import nor purchase any themselves. * * * I can see bat 
one class of people, the merchants excepted, who mil not, 
or ought not, to wish well to the scheme, namely, they who 
live genteelly and hospitably on clear estates. Snoh as 
these, were they not to consider the valuable object in 
view, and the good of others, might think it hard to he 
onrtailed in their living and enjoyments." 

This was precisely the class to which Washington be- 
longed ; but ne was ready and willing to make the sacii- 
fioes required. ** I think the scheme a good one," added 
he, ** and t^t it ought to be tried here, with such aLteTft" 
tions as our circumstances render absolutely necessary." 

Mason, in his reply, concurred with him in opinion. 
** Our all is at stake, said he, " and the little conveniences 
and comforts of life, when set in competition with our 
liberty, ought to be rejected, not wil^ reluctance, but with 
pleasure. Yet it is plain that, in the tobacco colonies, we 
cannot at present confine our importations within such 
narrow bounds as the northern colonies. A plan of this 
kind, to be practicable, must be adapted to our drcum- 
stences; for if not steadily executed, it had better have 
remained unattempted. We may retrench all manner of 
superfluities, finery of all descriptions, and c<)nfine ov- 
selves to linens, woollens, &c», not exceeding a certain 
price. It is amftg^Tig how much this practice, if adopted 
in all the colonies, would lessen the American imports and 
distress the various trades and manu&ctores of Great 
Britain. This would awaken their attention. They wonld 
see, they would feel, the oppressions we groan under, and 
ex^rt themselves to procure us redress. This once ob- 
tained, we should no longer discontinue our importations, 
confining ourselves still not to import any article that 
should hereafter be taxed by act of Parliament for raising 
a revenue in America ; for, however singular I may be in 
the opinion, I am ihorougUy convinced that, justice and harmffn^ 
happHy restored^ it is not i^ interest of these cdUmks to rrft/se 
BriU^ manufactures. Our supplying our mother country wifift 
ffross materials^ and taking her manufaottarea in retum^ is the trvi 
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cham^ofixmmxiion l^tween w. Thai are Me hasnds MoMok^ if not 
}m>hsn hy oppressions must long hM t» tqgitkerf by maintaining a 
(mstasni reciprocation of interest" 

The latter part of the above quotation shows the spirit 
which actuated Washington and the friends of his con- 
fidence ; as yet there was no thought nor desire of aliena- 
tion from the mother country, but only a fixed determination 
to be placed on an equality of rights and privileges with 
her other children. 

A single word in the passage cited from Washington's 
letter evinces the chord which still vibrated in the 
American bosom: he incidentally speaks <S£ England as 
horn. It was the £uniliar term with which she was 
usually indicated by those of English descent; and the 
writer of tilxese pages remembers when the endearing 
phrase still lingered on Anglo*American lips even after 
the Bevolution. How e^^ would it have been before 
that era for the mol^er country to have rallied back the 
affections of her colonial children by a proper attention to 
their complaints. They asked for nothing but what they 
were entitled to, and what she had taught them to prize as 
their dearest inheritance. The spirit of liberty which 
they manifested had been derived from her own precept 
and example. 

The result of the correspondence between Washington 
and Mason was the draft by the latter of a plan of associa- 
tion, the members of which were to pledge themselves not 
to import or use any articles of British merchandise or 
manu&cture subject to duty. This x)aper Washington was 
to submit to the consideration of the House of Burgesses 
at the approaching session in the month of May. 

The legislature of Virginia opened on this occasion 
with a brilliant pageant. While military force wals 
arrayed to overawe the republican Puritans of the east, it 
was thought to dazzle the aristocratical descendants of the 
Cavaliers by the reflex of regal splendour. Lord Botetourt^ 
one of the king's lords of the bed-chamber, had recently 
come out as governor of the province. Junius described 
him as **a cringing, bowing, fawning, sword-bearing 
courtier." Horace Walpole predicted that he would turn 
the heads of the Yirginians in one way or other. <* If hia 
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.graces do not captiTate them he* will enrage them to fury; 
for I take all his douceur to be enamelled on irdn." ^ Tlie 
words of political satirists and conrt wits, however, are 
always to be taken with great distrust. However his 
lordship may have bowed in presence of royalty, he else- 
where condncted himself witii dignity, and won general 
favour by his endearing manners. He certainly ^owed 
promptness of spirit in his reply to the king on being 
informed of his appointment. *' When will yon be ready 
to go ?" asked George m. «* To-night, sir." 

He had come out, however, with a wrong idea of the 
Americans. They had been represented to him as factions, 
immoral, and prone to sedition ; but vain and luxorioits, 
and easily captivated by parade and splendour. The 
latter fdibles wore aimed at in his appointment and fitting 
out. It was supposed that his titled rank would have its 
effect. Then to prepare him for occasions of ceremony, a 
coach of state was presented to him by the king. He was 
allowed, moreover, the quantity of plate usually given to 
ambassadors, whereupon the joke was circulated that he 
was goinjg " plenipo to the Cherokees." ■ 

His opening of the session was in the style of the royal 
opening of Parliament. He proceeded in due parade fix)m 
his dwelling to the capitol in his state coach, drawn by six 
milk-white horses. Having delivered his speech according 
to royal form, he returned home with the same pomp and 
circumstance. 

The time had gone by, however, for such display to 
have the anticipated effect. The Yirginian legislaton 
penetrated the intention of this pompous ceremonial, and 
regarded it with a depreciating smile. Sterner matters 
occupied their thoughts ; they had come prepared to battle 
for their rights, and their proceedings soon showed Lord 
Botetourt how much he had mistc^en them. Spirited 
resolutions were passed, denouncing the recent act of 
Parliament imposing taxes ; the power to do which, on the 
inhabitants of this colony, "was legally and constitu- 
tionally vested in the House of Burgesses, with consent of 
the council and of the king, or of his governor, for the 

* Grenville Papers, iv., note to p. 330. 

• Whately to Geo. Grenville. GrenTille Papers. 
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time being." Copies of l^ese resolutioiis were ordered to 
be forwarded by the speaker to l^e legislatures of the 
other colonies, with a request for their concurrence. 

Other proceedings of the Burgesses showed their sym- 
pathy wim their fellow-patriots of New England. A joint 
address of both Houses of Parliament had recently been 
made to the king, assuring him of their support in any 
farther measures for the due executioii of tiie laws in 
Massachusetts, and beseeching him that all persons charged 
with treason, or misprision of treason, committed within 
that colony since the 30th of December, 1767, might be 
sent to Great Britain for trial. 

As Massachusetts had no General Assembly at this time, 
having been dissolved by government, the legislature of 
Virginia generously took up the cause. An address to the 
king was resolved on, stating that all trials for treason, or 
misprision of treason, or for any crime whatever committed 
by any person residing in a colony, ought to be in and 
before his Majesty's courts within said colony, and be- 
seeching the king to avert from his loyal subjects those 
dangers and miseries which would ensue from seizing and 
carrying beyond sea any person residing in America 
suspected of any crime whatever, thereby depriving them 
of the inestimable privilege of being tried by a jury from 
the vicinage, as well as the liberty of producing witnesses 
on such trial. 

Disdaining any further application to Parliament, the 
House ordered the speaker to transmit this address to the 
colonies' agent in England, with directions to cause it to 
be presented to the king, and afterwards to be printed and 
published in the English papers. 

Lord Botetourt was astonished and dismayed when he 
heard of these high-toned proceedings. Repairing to the 
capitol on the following day at noon, he summoned the 
speaker and members to tiie coimcil-chamber, and ad- 
dressed them in the following words : " Mr. Speaker, and 
gentlemen of the House of Burgesses, — ^I have heard of 
your resolves, and augur ill of their effects. You have 
made it my duty to dissolve you, and you are dissolved 
accordingly.'* 

The spirit conjured up by the late decrees of Parliament 
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was not so easily allayed. The Btu^eases adjoiuned to a 
private house, Peyton Bandolph, tbeix late speaker, was 
elected moderator. Washington now brought forward a 
draft of the articles of association concerted between him 
and George Mason. They formed the gpronHdwork of aa 
instrument signed by all present, pledging themsehes 
neither to import, nor use any goods, merchandize, or 
manufactures, taxed by Parliament to raise a reyemie in 
America, This instrument wa« sent throughout the 
country for signature, and the scheme of non-importation, 
hitherto con&ed to a few northern colonies, was soon 
universally adopted. For his own part, Washington ad- 
hered to it rigorously throughout the year. The articles 
proscribed by it were never to be seen in his houae» and 
his agent in London was eisgoined to ship nothing to bim 
while subject to taxation. 

The popular ferment in Virginia was gradually allayed 
by the amiable and conciliatory conduct of Lord Bototonrt 
His lordship soon became aware of the erroneous notioDB 
with which he had entered upon office. His semi-iojal 
equipage and state were laid aside; he examined into 
public grievances ; became a strenuous advocate for the 
repeal of taxes ; and, authorized by his despatches from 
the ministry, assured the public that such repeal would 
speedily take place. His assurance was received with 
implicit fedth, and for a while Yii^inia was quieted. 



CHAPTEB XXX. 

Hood at Boston— The General Court refuses to do business usder 
Military sway —Resists the Billeting Act— EflFect of the Non-Importa- 
tion Association — Lord North promises — ^Duties revoked ezo^ on 
Tea— The Boston Massacre-^Disuse of Tea— Conoiliatory Conduct of 
Iiord Botetourt — ^His Death. 

•* The worst is past, and the spirit of sedition hroken,' 
writes Hood to Grenville, early in the spring of 1769. 
When the commodore wrote this his ships were in the 
harbour, and troops occupied the town, and he flattered 
himself that at length turbulent Boston was quelled. 3^^ 

> Grenyille Papers, toI. 111. 
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it only awaited its time to be Beditions according to vole ; 
tbiere was always an iiresistible '* method in its madness." 

In the month of May» the General Court, hitherto pro- 
rogued, met according to charter. A committee imme-> 
diately waited on the governor, stating it was impossible 
to do business with dignity and freedom while the town 
was invested by sea and land, and a military guard was 
stationed at the state-honse, with cannon pointed at the 
door; and they requested the governor, as his Majest/s 
representative, to have such forces removed out of the port 
and gates of the city during the session of the Assembly* 

The governor replied that he had no authority over 
either the ships or troops. The court persisted in refusing 
to transact business while so circumstanced, and the gover- 
nor was obliged to transfer the session to Cambridge. 
There he addressed a message to that body ^ in July, re^ 
quiring funds for the payment of the troops, and quarters 
for their accommodation. The Assembly, after ample di&- 
cossion of past grievances, resolved that the establishment 
of a standing army in the colony in a time of peace was an 
invasion of natural rights ; that a standing army was not 
known as a part of the British constitution, and that the 
sending an armed force to aid the civil authority was im- 
precedented, and highly dangerous to the people. 

After waiting some days without receiving an answer to 
his message, the governor sent to know whether the Aft> 
sembly w^ould, or would not, make provision for the troops. 
In their reply, they followed the example of the l^sla* 
ture of New York, in commenting on the mutiny, or bil- 
leting act, and ended by declining to furnish funds for the 
purpose specified, ** being incompatible with their own 
honour and interest, and their duty to their constituents." 
They were, in consequence, again prorogued, to meet in 
Boston on the 10th of January. 

So stood affairs in Massachusetts. In the meantime, the 
non-importation associations, being generally observed 
throughout the colonies, produced the effect on British 
commerce which Washington had anticipated, and Parlia- 
ment "iiras incessantly importuned by petitions from British 
merchants, imploring its intervention to save them from 
ruin. 
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Early in 1770, an important change took place in the 
British cabinet. The Duke of Grafton suddenly resigned, 
and the reins of government passed into the hands of 
Lord North. He was a man of limited capacity, but a 
&vourite of the king, and subservient to his narrow colonial 
policy. His administration, so eventful to America, com- 
menced with an error. In the month of March, an act was 
passed, revoking all the duties laid in 1767, eaxepixngM 
on tea* This single tax was continued, as he observed, "to 
maintain the parliamentary right of taxation," — ^the veij 
right which was the grand object of contest. In this, how- 
ever, he was in &ct yielding, against his better judgmait, 
,to the stubborn tenacity of the king. 

He endeavoured to reconcile the opposition, and perhaps 
himself, to the measure, by plausible reasoning. An im- 
post of three-pence on the pound could never, he all^) 
be opposed by the colonists, unless they were deteimined 
to rebel against Great Britain. Besides, a duty on that 
article, payable in England, and amounthig to nearly one 
shilling on the pound, was taken off on its exportation to 
America, so that the inhabitants of the colonies saved nine- 
pence on the pound. 

Here was the stumbling-block at the threshold of Lord 
North's administration. In vain the members of the oppo- 
sition urged that this single exception, while it would pro- 
duce no revenue, would keep alive the whole cause of con- 
tention ; that so long as a single external duty was enforced, 
the colonies would consider their rights invaded, and ^^nld 
remain imappeased. Lord North was not to be convinced; 
or rather, he knew the royal will was inflexible, and he 
complied with its behests. " The properest tune to exert 
our right of taxation," said he, " is when the right is w- 
ftised. To temporize is to yield; and the authority of ^e 
mother country, if it is now unsupported, will be relin- 
quished for ever : a total repeal cannot be thought of y tSL America 
is prostrate at ourfeet,^^ 

On the very Saj in which this ominous bill was paBsed 
in Parliament, a sinister occurrence took place in Boston. 
Some of the young men of the place insulted the militaiy 

' Holme's Amer. Annals, vol. i3«, p. 173. 
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wHlo under arms ; tlie latter resented it ; the young men, 
after a scuffle, were put to flight, and pursued. The alarm 
bellfi rang, — a mob assembled; the cnstom-honse was 
threatened; the troops, in protecting it, were assailed with 
clubs and stones, and obliged to nse their fire-arms, before 
the tumult could be quelled. Four of the populace were 
HQed, and several wounded. The troops were now re- 
moved from the town, which remained in the highest state 
of exasperation ; and this untoward occurrence received the 
opprobrious and somewhat extravagant name of '* the Boston 
massacre." 

The colonists, as a matter of convenience, resumed the 
consumption of those articles on which the duties had been 
repealed ; but continued, on principle, the rigorous disuse 
of tea, excepting such as had been smuggled in. New 
England was particularly earnest in the matter ; many of 
the inhabitants, in the spirit of their Puritan progenitors, 
made a covenant to drink no more of the forbidden bever- 
age, until the duty on tea should be repealed. 

In Yii^nia the public discontents, which had been 
allayed by the concuiatbry conduct of Lord Botetourt, and 
by his assurances, made on the strength of letters received 
from the ministry, that the grievances complained of would 
be speedily redressed, now broke out wim more violence 
than ever. The Yiiginians spumed the mock remedy, 
which left the real cause of complaint untouched. EUs 
lordship also felt deeply wounded by the disingenuousness 
of ministers which had led him into such a predicament, 
and wrote home demanding his discharge. Before it 
arrived, an attack of bilious fever, actii^ upon a delicate 
and sensitive frame, enfeebled by anxiety and chagrin, laid 
him in his grave. He left behind him a name endeared to 
the Yiiginians by his amiable manners, his liberal patron- 
age of the arts, and, above all, by his zealous intercession 
for their rights. Washington himself testifies that he was 
inclined *' to render every just and reasonable service to 
the people whom he governed." A statue to his memory 
was decreed by the House of Burgesses, to be erected in 
the area of the capitol. It is stiLl to be seen, though in a 
mutilated condition, in Williamsburg, the old seat of govern- 
ment, and a county in Yirginia continues to bear his 
honoured name* 
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CHAPTEE XXXT, 

IBimdition of Wftfihington to ihe Ohio, m behalf of Holdkn* CStims— 
Uneasy State of the Frontier — ^Visit to Fort Pitt— iSteorge Croghaib— 
Hk idahaps duiing Pontiao's War — ^Waahington descMuis the Ohio— 
Scenes and Adventures along the Biver— Indian Hunting Camp- 
Interview with an old Sachem at the Mouth of the Kanawha — ^Befcam 
— Claims of Stobo and Van Braam — Letter to Colonel Gboige Muse. 

In the midst of these popular turmoilfi^ Washington 'was 
induced by public as well as private considerations, to 
make anotker expedition to the Ohio* He was one of the 
"Virginia board of commissioners, appointed, at .tbe close 
of the late war, to settle the military accounts of the colony. 
Among the claims which caume before the board, were those 
of the officers and soldiers who had engaged to serve until 
peace, under the proclamation of Glovemor Dinwiddie, 
noldixig forth a bounty of two hundred thousand acres of 
land, to be apportioned among them cu^cording to rank. 
Those claims were yet unsatisfied, for governments, like 
individuals, are slow to pay off in*peaoeful times the debts 
incurred while in the fighting mood. Washington became 
the champion of those claims, and an opportunity now 
presented itself for their liquidation. The Six Nations, hy 
a treaty in 1768, had ceded to the British crown, in oon- 
sideration of a sum of money, all the lands possessed by 
them south of the Ohio. Land offices wcmld soon he 
opened for the sale of them. Squatters and speculatois 
were already preparing to swarm in, set up their marbs on 
the choicest spots, and establish what were called pre- 
emption rights. Washington determined at once to visit 
the lands thus ceded; affix his mark on such tracts as he 
should select, and apply for a grant from govenunent in 
behalf of the '' soldiers' claim." 

The expedition would be attended with some degree of 
danger. The frontier was yet in an uneai^ state. It is 
true some time had elapsed since the war of PontiLac, bat 
some of the Indian tribes were alniost ready to resume the 
hatchet. The Delawares, Shawnees, and Mingoes, com- 
plained that the Six Nations had not giv^oi them their fiill 
share of the consideration money of the late sale, and they 
talked of exacting the deficiency from the white m&a. who 
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came to settle in what had been their himting-groundB. 
TndeiB) squattera, and other adventorers into &e wilder- 
ness, were occasionaUj murdered, and farther ttoables 
were apprehended* 

Waskmgtoti had for companion in thia expedition his 
friend and neighbour, Dr. Craik, and it was with strong 
community of feeling they looked forward peaceably to 
revisit the scenes of their militaiy experience. They set 
out on the 5th of October, with three negro attendants, 
two belonging to Washington, and one to the doctor. The 
whole party was mounted) and there was a led horse for 
the baggage. 

After twelve days' travelling, ihey arrived at Fort Pitt 
(late Fort Baquesne)* It was garrisoned by two com- 
panies of royal Irish, commanded by a Captain Edmonson. 
A hamlet of about twenty log-houses, inhabited by !bidian 
traders, had sprang up within three hundred yards of the 
fort, and was called *' the town/* It was the embryo city of 
Pittsburg, now so populous. At one of the houses, a toler- 
able frontier inn, they took up their quarters ; but during 
their brief sojouru, they were entertained with great hospi- 
tality at the fort. 

Here at dinner Washington met his old acquaintance, 
Geoige Oroghan, who had figured in so many capacities 
and experienced so many vicissitudes on the frontier. He 
was now Colonel Oroghan, deputy-agent to Sir William 
Johnson, and had his residence — or seat, as Washington 
terms it — on the banks of the Allegany Eiver, about four 
miles from the fort. 

Oroghan had experienced troubles and dangers during 
the Pontiac war, both from white man and savage. At 
one time, while he was convejring presents froni Sir Wil- 
liam to the Delawares and Shawnees, his caravan was set 
upon and plundered by a band of backwoodsmen of Penn- 
sylvania — ^men resembling Indians in garb and habits, and 
fdlly as lawless. At another time, when encamped at the 
mouth of the Wabash with some of his Indian allies, a 
band of Kickapoos, supposing the latter to be Cherokees, 
their deadly enemies, rushed forth from the woods with 
horrid yells, shot down several of his companions, and 
wounded himself. It mast be added, that no white men 
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could have made more ample apologies than did the 
Eickapoos, when thej discoyered that they had fired upon 
Mends. 

Another of Croghan's perils was from the redoubtable 
Pontiao himself. That chieftain had heard of his being on 
a mission to win off, by dint of presents, the other sacbems 
of the conspiracy, and declared, significantly, that be had 
a large kettle boiling in which he intended to seethe the 
ambassador. It was fortmiate for Oroghan that he did not 
meet with the formidable chieftain while in this exas- 
perated mood. He subsequently encountered him when 
Pontiac's spirits were broken by reverses. They smoked 
the pipe of pecuse together, and the colonel claimed the 
credit of having, by his diplomacy, persuaded the sachem 
to bury the hatchet. 

On the day following the repast at the fort, Washington 
visited Oroghan at his abode on the Allegany Biver, where 
he found several of the chiefs of the Si^l Nations assembled. 
One of them, the White Mingo by name, made bim a 
speech, accompanied, as usual, by a belt of wampum. Some 
of his companions, he said, remembered to have seen him 
in 1753, when he came on his embassy to the French com- 
mander ; most of them had heard of him. They had now 
come to welcome him to their country. They wished the 
people of Virginia to consider them as friends and brotheis, 
linked together in one chain, and requested him to infonn 
the governor of their desire to live ui peace and hannony 
with the white men. As to certaru unhappy differences 
which had taken place between them on the frontiers, they 
were all made up, and, they hoped, forgotten. 

Washington accepted the *' speech-belt," and made a 
suitable reply, assuring the chiefs that nothing was moie 
desired by tiie people of Virginia than to live with them 
on terms of the strictest friendship. 

At Pittsburg the travellers left their horses, and em- 
barked in a large canoe, to make a voyage down the Ohio 
as far as the Great Kanawha. Oolonel Oroghan engaged 
two Indians for their service, and an interpreter named 
John Nicholson. The colonel and some of the officers of 
the garrison accompanied them as far as Logstown, the 
scene of Washington's early diplomacy, and his first inter 
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view with the half-king. Here they breakfasted together ; 
after which they separated, the colonel and his companions 
cheering the voyagers from the shore, as the canoe was 
borne off by the current of the beautiful Ohio. 

It was now the hunting season, when the Indians leave 
their towns, set off with their families, and lead a roving 
life in cabins and hunting-camps along the river ; shifting 
from place to place, as game abounds or decreases, and 
• often extending their migrations two or three hundred 
miles down the stream. The women were as dexterous as 
the men in the management of the canoe, but were gene- 
rally engaged in the domestic labours of the lodge while 
their husbands were abroad hunting. 

Washington's propensities as a sportsman had here full 
play. Deer 'were continually to be seen coming down to 
the water's edge to drink, or browsing along the shore; 
there were innumerable flocks of wild turkeys, and stream- 
ing flights of ducks and geese; so that as the voyagers 
floated along, they were enabled to load their canoe with 
game. At night they encamped on the river bank, lit their 
Are and made a sumptuous hunter's repast. Washington 
always relished this wild-wood life ; and the present had 
that spice of danger in it, which has a peculiar charm for 
adventurous minds. The great object of his expedition, 
however, is evinced in his constant notes on the features 
and character of the country ; the quality of the soil as 
indicated by the nature of the trees, and the level tracts 
fitted for settlements. 

About seventy-five miles below Pittsburg the voyagers 
landed at a Mingo town, which they found in a stir of 
warlike preparation— sixty of the warriors being about to 
set off on a foray into the Cherokee country against the 
Catawbas. 

Here the voyagers were brought to a pause by a report 
that two whito men, traders, had been murdered about 
thiiiy-eight miles further down the river. Beports of the 
kind were not to be treated lightly. Indian faith was 
uncertain along the frx)ntier, and white men were often 
shot down in the wilderness for plunder or revenge. On 
the followiog day the report moderated. Only one man 
was said to have been killed, and that not by !bidians ; so 

8 



358: LIFE OF WASHZNGTt^r. [1770; 

W*shiiigto& determmed to contmu^ forward until he could 
obtain correct information in the matter. 

On the 24th, about three o'clook in the aftemooii, the 
voyagers airiyed at Oaptema Greek, at the mouth of which 
the trader was said to have been killed. As all was quiet 
and no one to be seen, they agreed to encamp, while 
Kicholson, the interpreter, and one of the Indians, repaired 
to a village a few miles up the creek to inquire about the 
murder. They fouiMl but two old women at the village. 
The men were all absent, himting. The interpreter re- 
tamed to oamp in the evening, bringing the truth oi the 
murderoua tale. A trader had fEtllen a victim to his teme- 
rity, having been drowned in attempting, in company with 
another, to swim his horse across the Ohio 

Two days more of voyaging brought them to an Indian 
hunting camp, near the moulh of. the Muskingum. Here 
it was necessary to land and make a ceremonious visit, for 
the chief of the hunting party was Kiashuta, a Seneca 
sachem, and head of the river tribes. He %as noted to 
have been amon^ the first to raise the hatchet in Pontiac'B 
conspiracy, and almost equally vindictive with that potent 
warrior. As Washington approached the chieftain, he re- 
cognized him for one of the Indians who had accompanied 
him on his mission to the French in 1753. 

Kiashuta retained a perfect recollection of the jonthfol 
amlilijGMsador, though seventeen years had matured him into 
thoughtful manhood. With hunter's hospitality he gave 
him a quarter of a fine buffalo just slain, but insisted that 
they should encamp together for the night ; and in order 
not to retard him, moved with his own party to a good 
campixkg place some distance down the river. Here they 
had long talks and council-fires over night and in the 
morning, with all the " tedious ceremony," says Wash- 
ington, ** which the Indians observe in their counseUings 
and speeches." Kiashuta had heard of what had passed 
between Washington and the '' White Mingo," and other 
sachenus, at Colonel Croghan's, and was eager to express 
his own desire for peace and firiexidship with Virginia, and 
fair dealings with her traders; all which Washington 
pronusod to report Mthfolly to 1^ governor. It was not 
until a late hour in the morning th&t he was enabled 
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to bring these oonferences to a close, and pursue his 
voyage. 

At the mouth of the Great Kanawha the voyagers, en* 
canqped for a day or two to examine the lands in the neigh^ 
bouxhood, and Washington set up his mark upon such as 
he intended to claim on behalf of the soldiers grant. It 
was a fine sporting country, having smaU lakes or grassy 
ponds abounding with water-fowl, such as ducks, geese, 
and swans. Flocks of turkeys, as usual; and for larger 

provisions. 

Here Washington was visited by an old sachem who &p* 
preached him with great reverence, "at the head of several 
of bis tribe, and addressed him through Nicholson, the 
interpreter. He had heard, he said, of his being in that 
part of the country, and had come from a great distance to 
see him. On farther discourse, the sachem made known 
that he was one of the warriors in the service of the 
French, who lay in ambush on the banks of the Monon- 
gahela and wrought such havoc in Braddock's army. 
He declared that he and his young men had singled out 
Washington, as he made himself conspicuous riding about 
the field of battle with the general's orders, and had fired 
at him repeatedly, but without success ; whence they had 
concluded that he was under the protection of the Great 
Spirit, had a charmed life, and^ could not be slain in battle. 
At the Great Kanawha Washington's expedition down 
the Ohio terminated ; having visited all the points he wished 
to examine. His return to Fort Pitt, and thence home* 
ward, affords no incident worthy of note. The whole 
expedition, however, was one of that hardy and adven- 
turous kind, mingled with practical purposes, in which he 
delighted. This winter voyage down the Ohio in a canoe, 
-with the doctor for a companion and two Indians for crew, 
tliroTigh regions yet insecure fix>m the capricious hostility 
of prowling savages, is not one of the least eifcriking of his 
frontier " experiences." The hazardous nature of it was 
made apparent shortly afterwards by another outbreak of 
the Ohio tribes ; one of its bloodiest actions took place on 
the very banks of the Great Kanawha, in which Colonel 
JjGrwjB and a number of brave Virginians lost their lives. 

s 2 
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NOTE. 

In the final adjustment of claims under Goyemor Dinwiddle's pro* 
damatioDy Washuigton, acting on behalf of the officers and soldiers, 
obtained grants for the lands he had marked out in the course of hia 
visit to the Ohio. Fifteen thousand acres were awarded to a field- 
officer, nine thousand to a captain, six thousand to a subaltern, and so 
on. Among the claims which he entered were those of Stobo and Yaii 
Braam, the hostages in the capitulation at the Great Meadows. After 
many vicissitudes they were now in London, and nine thousand acres 
were awarded to each of them. Their domains were ultimately par- 
chased by Washington through his London agent. 

Another claimant was Colonel George Muse, Washington's early 
instructor in military science. His claim was admitted with difficulty, 
for he stood accused of having acted the part of a poltroon in the 
campaign, and Washington seems to have considered the charge well 
founded. Still he appears to have been dissatisfied with the share of land 
assigned to him, and to have written to Washington somewhat rudely 
on the -subject. His letter is not extant, but we subjoin Washington's 
reply almost entire, as a specimen of the caustic pen he could wield 
under a mingled emotion of scorn and indignation. 

" Sir, — Your Impeitinent letter was delivered to me yesterday. Ai 
I am not accustomed to receive such from any man, nor would have 
taken the same language from you personally, without letting you feel 
some marks of my resentment, I advise you to be cautious in vmtiog 
me a second of the same tenor; for though I understand you were 
drunk when you did it, yet give me leave to tell you that drunkenness 
is no excuse for rudeness. But for your stupidily and sottishness yon 
might have known, by attending to the public gazette, that you had 
your full quantity of ten thousand acres of land allowed you; that is, 
nine thousand and sevent^r-three acres in the great tract, and the 
remainder in the small trac£. 

** But suppose you had really fallen short, do you think your super- 
lative merit entires you to greater indulgence than others? Or, if it 
did, that I was to make it good to you, when it was at the option of 
the governor and cotmcil to allow but five hundred acres in the whole, 
if they had been so inclined? If either of these should happen to be 
your opinion, I am very well convinced that you will be singular in it; 
and all my concern is that I ever engaged myself in behalf of so un- 
grateful and dirty a fellow as you are." 

N.B. — The above is from the letter as it exists in the archives of 
the Department of State at Washington. It differs in two or three 
particulars from that published among Washington's writings. 
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OHAPTEEXXXn. 

Lord Dunmore Governor of Yiigmia — ^Piques the Pride of the Yir- 
gmians — Opposition of the Aaaemhij — Corresponding Committees — 
Death of l^as Custis — ^Washington s Guardianship of John Pkirke 
Custis — ^His Opinions as to premature Trayel and premature Mar- 
riage. 

The diBContents of Yirgima, whicli had been partially 
soothed by the amiable administratioii of Lord Botetourt, 
were irritated anew under his successor, the Earl of Dun- 
more. This nobleman had for a short time held the govem- 
ment of New York. When appointed to that of Virginia, 
he lingered for several months at his former post. In the 
mean time he sent his military secretary, Captain Foy, to 
attend to the despatch of business until his arrival, award- 
ing to him a salary and fees to be paid by the colony. 

The pride of the Virginians was piqued at his lingering 
at New York, as if he preferred its gaiety and luxury to 
the comparative quiet and simplicity of Williamsburg. 
Their pride was still more piqued on his arrival, by what 
they considered haughtiness on his part. The n>irit of the 
" Ancient Dominion '* was roused, and his lordship expe- 
rienced opposition at his very outset. 

The first measure of the Aissembly , at its opening, was to 
demand by what right he had awarded a saliury and fees to 
his secretary without consulting it, and to question whether 
it was authorised by the croWn. 

His lordship had the good policy to rescind the unau- 
thorised act, and in so doing mitigatied the ire of the Assem- 
bly ; but he lost no time in proroguing a body which, from 
various symptoms, appeared to be too independent, and 
di^osed to oe untractable. 

He continued to prorogue it from time to time, seeking 
in the interim to conciliate the Virginians, and soothe their 
irritated pride. At length, after repeated prorogations, he 
was compelled by circumstances to convene it on the 1st of 
March, 1773. 

^ Washington was prompt in his attendance on the occa- 
sion, and foremost among the patriotic members who 
eagerly availed themselves of this long-wished-for oppor- 
tunity to legislate upon the general afifoirs of the colonies. 
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One of their most ixaportant measures was the appointment 
of a committee of eleven persons, " whose business it 
should be to obtain the most cl^ar and authenlic inteUi- 
genoe of all such acts and resolution^ of the British Parlia- 
ment, or proceedings of administration, as may relate to or 
affect the British coloiiies, and to maintain with their sister 
colonies a correspondence and communication," 

The plan thus proposed by their ♦* noble patriotio sister 
colony of Virginia," ' was promptly adopted by the people 
of Massaohusetis, and soon met with general ooncmrence. 
These conesponding committees, in effect, became the ex- 
ecutive power of the patriot party, producing the happiest 
QOncert of design and action throughout the oolonies. 

Notwithstanding the decided part taken by Washington 
in tihe popular movement, very friendly relations existed 
between him and Lord Dunmore. The latter appreciated 
his character, and sought to avail l^imself of his experience 
in the a&irs of the province. It was even concerted th^ 
Washington should accompany his lordship on an extensive 
tour, which the latter int^ded to make in the conrse of 
^e summer along the western frontier. A melancholy 
circumstance occurred to defoat this arrangement. 

We have spoken of Washington's paternal conduct to- 
.irards the two children of Mrs. Washingtcm. The dau^iter, 
Miss Custis, had long been an object of extreme soliaituda 
She was of a fragile constitution, and for some time past 
had been in very declining health. Early in the pr^ent 
summer symptoms indicated a rapid change fbr the worse. 
Washington was absent &om home at the time. On Mb 
return to Mount Yemon he found he^ in the last stage of 
consumption. 

Though not a man given to bursts of sensibility, he is 
said on the present occasion to have evinced the deepest 
'affliction ; kneeling by her bedside, and pouring out earnest 
prayers for her recovery. She expired on the 19th of June, 
xn ih.Q seventeenth year of her age. This, of course, put 
an end to Washington's intention of accompanying Lord 
>I>immore to the firontier ; he remained at home to console 
Mrs. Washington in her affliction, furnishing his lordship, 

' Bosian Town Becorda. 
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howeyer* with triavelling bints imd diiectioiiB, and reoom- 
mending proper guides. And here we will take occasion 
to give a few bii^ partiealars of domestic affidrs at Mount 
Temon, 

For a long tune preyions to the death of Miss Cnstis, her 
mother, despairing of her recoTery, had centred her hopes 
in. her son, John Farke Gnstis. This rendered Washington's 
goardianship of him a delicate and difficult task. He was 
Uvely, susceptible, and impulnye; bad an independent 
fortune in hu own right, and an indulgent mother ever 
ready to plead in his behalf against wholesome discipline. 
He had been placed under the care and instruction of an 
Episcopal clergyman at Annapolis, but was occasionally at 
home, mounting his horse and ticking a part, while yet a 
boy, in the fox-hunts at Mount Yemen. His education 
had conBeqnently been iiregular and imperfect, and not 
such as Washuigton would have enforced had he possessed 
over him the absolute authorily of a &ther. Shortly after 
the return of the latter from his tour to the Ohio, he was 
concerned to find that there was an idea entertained of 
sending the lad abroad, though but little more than sixteen 
years of age, to travel under the care of his clerical tutor. 
Through his judicious interference the travelling scheme 
was postponed, and it was resolved to give the young 
gentleman's mind the benefit of a little preparatoiy home 
culture. 

Little more than a year elapsed before the sallying im* 
pulses of the youth had taken a new directicn. He was in 
love, what was more he was engaged to the object of his 
passion, and on the high road to matrimony. 

Washington now exerted himself to prevent premature 
marriage as he had premature travel. A correspondence 
ensued between him and the young lad3r's father, jBenedict 
Calvert, Esq. The match was a satisfactory one to all 
parties, but it was agreed that it was expedient for the 
youth to pass a year or two previously in college. Wash- 
ington accordingly accompanied him to New York, and 
placed him under the care of the Bev. Dr. Cooper, president 
of Song's (now Columbia) College, to pursue nis studies in 
that institution. All this occurred before the death of his 
nster. Within a year after that melancholy event, he 
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became impatieiit for a union with, the object of his choice* 
His mother, now more indulgent than ever to this, her only 
child, yielded her consent, and Washington no longer made 
opposition. 

** It has been i^ainst my wishes," writes the latter to 
President Cooper, ** that he should quit college in order 
that he may soon enter into a new scene of life, which I 
think he would be much fitter for some years hence than now. 
But haying his own inclination, the desires of his mother, 
and the acquiescence of almost all his relatives to encoun- 
ter, I did not care, as he is the last of the family, to push 
my opposition too £EPr ; I have, therefore, submitted to a 
kmd of necessity." 

The marriage was celebrated on the 3rd of February, 
1774, before the bridegroom was twenty-one years of age. 

NOTE. 

We aro induced to subjoin extracts of two letters from Washington 
reladve to young Custis. The first gives his objections to premature 
travel; the second to premature matrimony. Both are worthy of con- 
sideration in this country, where our young people have such a general 
disposition to " go ahead/' 

To the Reverend Jonathan Boucher (the tutor of young Custis), 

* * * * « J caonot help giving it as my opinion, that his eda- 
cation, however advanqed it may be for a youth of his age, is by no 
means ripe enough for a travelling tour; not that I think his be- 
coming a mere scholar is a desirable education for a gentleman, but I 
conceive a knowledge of books is the basis upon which all other know- 
ledge is to be built, and in travelling he is to become acquainted with 
men and things, rather than books. At present, however well versed 
he may be in the principles of the Latin language (which is not to be 
wondered at, as he began the study of it as soon as he could speak), he is 
unacquainted with several of the classic authors that might be us^ul to 
him. He is ignorant of Greek, the advantages of learning which I do 
not pretend to judge of ; and he knows nothing of French, which is 
absolutely necessary to him as a traveller. He has little or no ac- 
quaintance with arithmetic, and is totally ignorant of the mathe- 
matics — ^than which, at least, so much of them as relates to surveying 
noising can be more essentially necessary to any man possessed of a 
large landed estate, the bounos of some part or other of which are 
always in controversy. Now whether he has time between this and 
next spring to acquire a sufficient knowledge of these studies, I leave 
you to judge; as, also, whether a boy of seventeen years old (which 
will be his age next November), can have any just notions of the md 
and design of travelling. I have already given it as my opinion tiiat it 
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would oe predpitating this event, iinleBS he were to go immediatelj to 
the uniyersity tor a couple of yean; in which case he could see nothing 
of America; which might be a disadvantage to him, as it is to be 
expected that every man, who travels with a view of observing the laws 
and customs of other coimtries, should be able to give some description 
of the situation and government of his own." 

The following are extracts from the letter to Benedict CSalvert, Esq., 
the young lady's fisither ; — 

" I write to you on a subject of importance, and of no small em- 
barrassment to me. My son-in-law and ward, Mr. Custis, has, as I 
have been informed, paid his addresses to your second daughter; and 
having made some progress in her afifections, has solicited her in mar- 
riaf^e. How far a union of this sort may be agreeable to you, you best 
can tell; but I should think myself wanting in candour, were I not to 
confess that Miss Nelly's amiable qualities are acknowledged on all 
hands, and that an alliance with your family will be pleasing to his. 

" This a(^owledgment being made, you must permit me to add, 
sir, that at this, or in any short time, his youth, inexperience, and 
unripened education are, and will be, insuperable obstacles, in my 
opinion, to the completion of the marriage. As his guardian, I con- 
ceive it my indispensable duty to endeavour to carry him through a 
regular course of education (many branches of which, I am sorry to 
say, he is totally deficient in), and to guide his youth to a more 
advanced age, before an event, on which his own peace and the hap- 
piness of another are to depend, takes place. * * * * if the 
affection which they have avowed for each other is fixed upon a solid 
iMisis, it wUl receive no diminution in the course of two or three years; 
in which time he may prosecute his studies, and thereby render 
himself more deserving of the lady, and useful to society. If, unfor- 
tunately, as they are both young, there should be an abatement of 
affection on either side, or both, it had better precede than follow mar- 
riage. ^ 

*' Delivering my sentmients thus &eel;^, will not, I hope, lead you 
into a belief that I am desirous of breakmg off the match. To post- 
pone it is all I have in view; for I shall recommend to the young 
gentleman, with the warmth that becomes a man of honour, to con- 
sider himself as much engaged to your daughter, as if the indissoluble 
knot were tied; and as the surest means of effecting this, to apply 
liimself closely to his studies, by which he will, in a great measure, 
avoid those little flirtations with other yoimg ladies, that may, by 
dividing the attention, contribute not a little to divide the affection." 
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CHAPTEB '^yyTTT 

Lord North's "^31 fitvooring the Exportation of Teas — Ships freighted 
with Tea to the Colonies — SSent back ftom some of the Ports— Tea 
destroyed at Boston — Passage of the Boston Port Bill — Session of 
the House of Burgesses — Splendid Opening — ;Burst of Indignation at 
the Port Bin — House dissolved— Resolutions at the Kaleigh Tavern 
— Project of a Qeneral Congress — ^Washington and Lord Dunmore— 
The Port Bill goes into effect — General Qage at Boston — ^League and 
Covenant. 

The general covenant tbronghont the colonies against the 
use of taxed tea, had operated disastronslj against the 
interests of the East India Company, and produced an 
immense aocnmnlatian of the proscribed article in their 
warehouses. To remedy this. Lord North brought in a 
bill (1773), by which the c6mpany were allowed to export 
their teas from England to any part whatever without 
paying enort duty. This, by enabling them to offer iheir 
|eas at a low price in the colonies would, he supposed, 
tempt the Americans to purchase large quantities, thus 
relieving the company, and at the same tima benefiting 
the revenue by tiie impost duty. Confiding in the 
wisdom of this policy, the companv disgorged their ware- 
houses, freighted several ships with tea, and sent them to 
various parts of the colonies. This brought matters to » 
crisis. One sentiment, one determination, pervaded the 
whole continent. Taxation was to receive its definitive 
blow. Whoever submitted to it was an enemy to his 
country. From New Tork to Philadelphia the ships were 
sent back, unladen, to London. In Charleston the tea was 
unloaded, and stored away in cellars and other places, 
where it perished. At Boston the action was still more 
decisive. The ships anchored in the harbour. Some small 
parcels of tea were brought on shore, but the sale of them 
was prohibited. The captains of the ships, seeing the des- 
perate state of the case, would have made sail back for 
England, but they could not obtain the consent of the con- 
signees, a clearance at the custom-house, or a. passport from 
the governor to clear the fort. It was evident, the tea was 
to be forced upon the people, of Boston, and the principle 
of taxation established. 
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To settle the mattet completely, and prove that, on a 
point of principle, they were not to be trifled ^ith, a 
number of the inhabitants, disguised as Indians, boarded 
the ships in the night (18th December), broke open all 
the chests of tea, and emptied the contents into the sea. 
This was no rash and intemperate proceeding of a mob, 
bnt the well-considered, thongh resolute act of sober, 
respectable citizens, men of reflection, bnt determination. 
The whole was done calmly, and in perfect order ; after 
which the actors in the scene dispersed without tumult, 
and returned quietly to their homes. 

The general opposition of the colonies to the principle 
of taxation had given gpreat annoyance to government, but 
this individual act concentrated all its wrath upon Boston. 
A bill was forthwith pMsed in Parliament (commonly 
called the Boston Fort Bill), by which all lading and un- 
lading of goods, wares, and merchandise, were to cease in 
that town and harbour, on and after the 4th of June, and 
the officers of the customs to be transferred to Salem. 

Another law, passed soon alter, altered the chcu-ter of 
the province, decreeing that all counsellors, judges, and 
magistrates s^oidd be s^pointed by the crown, and hold 
ofi5.ce during the royal pleasure. 

This was followed by a third, intended for the sup- 
pression of riots ; and providing that any person indicted for 
murder, or other capital offence, committed in aiding the 
magistracy, might be sent by the governor to some other 
colony, or to Great Britain for trial. 

Such was -title bolt of Parliamentary wrath fulminated 
^aizust the devoted town of Boston. Before it fell there 
was a session in May, of the Virginia Honse of Burgesses. 
The social position of Lord Dunmore had been strengthened 
in the province by the arrival of his lady, and a numerous 
£amily of sons and daughter. The whole Yii^inia aris- 
tocracy had vied with each other in hospitable attentions 
to the £Etmily. A court circle had sprung up. BegUlations 
had been drawn up by a herald, and published officially, 
determining the rank and precedence of civil and military 
officers, and their wives. The aristocracy of the ancient 
dominion was furbishing up its former splendour. Oar- 
riages and fimr rolled into the streets of WiUiamabuig, with 
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horses handsomely caparisoned, bringing the wealthy 
planters and their fEynilies to the seat of govemment. 

Washington amved in Williamsburg on the 16th, and 
dined with the governor on the day of his arrival, having 
a distinguished position in the court circle, and being still 
on terms of intimacy with his lordship. The House of 
Burgesses was opened in form, and one of its first mea- 
sures wafi an address of congratulation to the governor, on 
the arrival of his lady. It was followed up by an^igree- 
ment among the members to give her ladyship a splendid 
b£dl, on the 27th of the month. 

All things were going on smoothly and smilingly, when 
a letter, received through the corresponding committee, 
brought intelligence of the vindictive measure of Par- 
liament, by which the port of Boston was to be closed on 
the approaching 1st of June. * 

The letter was read in the House of Bui^esses, and 
produced a general burst of indignation. All other busi- 
ness was thrown aside, and this became the sole subject of 
discussion. A protest against this and other recent acts of 
Parliament was entered upon the journal of the House, 
and a resolution was adopted, on the 24th of May, setting 
apart the first of June as a day of fiusting, prayer, and 
humiliation ; in which the divine interposition was to be 
implored, to avert the heavy calamity threatening d&- 
struction to their rights, and all the evils of civil war; 
and to give the people one heart and one mind in firmly 
opposing every injury to American liberties. 

On the following morning, while the Burgesses were 
Engaged in animated debate, they were summoned to attend 
Lord Dunmore in the council chamber, where he made 
them the following laconic speech; *<Mr. Speaker, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Burgesses : I have in my hand 
a paper, published by order of your House, conceived in 
such terms, as reflect highly upon his majesty, and the 
Parliament of Great Britain, which makes it necessary for 
me to dissolve you, and you are dissolved accordingly." 

As on a former occasion, the Assembly, though dissolved, 
was not dispersed. The members adjourned to the long 
room of the old Ealeigh tavern, and passed resolutions, 
denouncing the Boston Port Bill as a most dangerous 
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attenmt to destroy the oonstitatioxial liberty and rights of 
all North America; recommendiiig their cotintryinen to 
desist from the use, not merely of tea, but of all kinds of 
East Indian commodities ; prononncing an attack on one of 
the colonies, to enforce arbitrary taxes, an attack on all ; 
and ordering the committee of correspondence to com- 
xntmicate with the other corresponding committees, on the 
expediency of appointing deputies from the seyeral colonies 
of British America, to meet annually in General Congress, 
at such place as might be deemed expedient, to deliberate on 
snch measures as the united interests of the colonies might 
require. 

This was the first recommendation of a General Con- 
gress by any public assembly, though it had been pre- 
viously proposed in town meetings at New York and 
Boston. A resolution to the same effect was passed in the 
Assembly of Massachusetts before it was aware of the pro- 
oeedingB of the Yii^inia Legislature. The measure recom- 
mended met with prompt and general concurrence 
throughout the colonies, and the fiMi day of September 
next ensuing was fixed upon for the meeting of the first 
Congress, which was to be held at Philadelphia. 

Notwithstanding Lord Bunmore's abrupt dissolution of 
the House of Burgesses, the members still continued on 
courteous terms with him, and the ball which they had 
decreed early in the session in honour of Lady Dunmore, 
was celebrated on the 27th with unwaTering gallantly. 

As to Washington, widely as he differed from Lord 
Bunmore on important points of policy, his intimacy with 
him remained uninterrupted. By memorandums in his 
diaiy it appears that he dined and passed the evening at 
his lordship's on the 25th, the very day of the meeting at 
the Baleigh tavem. That he rode out with him to. his 
&nn, and break&sted there with him on the 26th, and on 
the eTening of the 27th attended the ball given to her 
ladyship. Such was the well-bred decorum that seemed to 
quiet the turbulence of popular excitement, without check- 
ing the fall and firm expression of popular opinion. 

On the 29th, two days after the ball, letters arrived from 
Boston giving the proceedings of a town-meeting, recom- 
mending that a general league should be formed through- 
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out .tlie colonies suspenditig all trade with Great Bxitam. 
But twenty-five members of the late House of Burgeeses, 
including Wadiington, were at that time remaiiiing in 
Williamsburg* They held a meetiiig on the following day, 
at which Peyton Baildolph presided as mederator. After 
some discussion it was determined to issue a printed 
circular, bearing their signatures, and calling a meeting of 
all the members of the late House of Bui^esses, on the Ist 
of August, to take into eonsideration this mjeaflure of a 
general leaguQ. The circular recommended tkem, also, to 
collect, in the mean time, the sense of their respectiTe 
counties. 

Washington was still at Williamsburg on the 1st of 
June, the day when the Port Bill was to be eniforced at 
Boston. It was ushered in by the toUing of bells, and 
observed by all true patriots m a day of faisting and humi- 
liation. Washington notes in his diary that he fusted 
rigidly, and attended the services appointed in the church 
Still his friendly intercourse with the Bunmore family 
was continued during the remainder of his aojoum in 
Williamsburg, where he was detained by bufimess until 
the 20th, when he set out on his return to Mount Yemen. 

In the mean time the Boston Pqrt Bill had been carried 
into effect. On the 1st of Jime the harbour of Boston wwb 
closed at noon, and all business oeaaed. The two other 
parliamentary acts altering the charter of MasBadhosetts 
were to be enforced. No public meetings, excepting Ihe 
annual town meetings in March and May, were to* be held 
without permission of the governor. 

General Thomas Gage had recently been appointed to 
the military command of Massachusetts, and me carrying 
out of these offensive acts. He was the same officer who, 
as lieutenant*colonel, had led the advjanoe guard on the 
field of Braddock's defeat. Fortune had since gone well 
with him. Eising in the service, he had been governor of 
Montreal, and had succeeded Amherst in the command of 
the British forces on this continent. He waa linked to the 
countiy also by domestic ties, having married into one of 
the most respectable families of New Jersey. In the 
various situations in which he had hitherto been jdaoed he 
had won esteem, and rendered himself popular. Not 
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mncli was expected from him in liis present pest by those 
who knew him well. William Smith, the historian, 
speaking of him to Adams, •* Gage," said he, " was a good- 
natured, peaceable, sociable man while h&re (in New 
Yo^), bat altogether tmfit for a governor of Massachusetts. 
He will lose aU the character he has acquired as a man, a 
gentleman, and a general, and dwindle down into a mere 
scribbling governor — a mere Bernard or Hutchinson." 

With all Gage's experience in America, he had formed a 
most erroneous opinion of the character of the people. 
"The Americans," said he to the king, «• will be lions only 
as long as the English are lambs ;" and he engaged, with 
fiTe regiments, to keep Boston quiet ! 

The manner in which his attempts to enforce the recent 
acts of Parliament were resented, showed how egregionsiy 
he was in error. At the suggestion of the Asisembly, a 
paper was circulated through the province by the com- 
mittee of correspondence, entitled **• a solemn league and 
covenant,** the subscribers to which bound themselves to 
break off all intercourse with Great Britain from the 1st of 
Angost, until the colony should be restored to the enjoy- 
ment of its chartered rights ; and to renounce all dealings 
with those who should refuse to enter into this compact. 
. The very title of league and covenant had an ominous 
sound, and startled General Gage. He issued a proclamar 
tion, denouncing it as illegal and traitorous. Furthermore, 
he encamped a force of infkntry and artiUeiy on Boston 
Common, as if prepared to enact the lion. An alarm 
spread through ttie adjacent country. " Boston is to be 
blockaded I Boston is to be reduced to obedience by force 
or famine !" The spirit of the yeomanry was aroused. 
They sent on word to the inhabitants promising to come 
to their aid if necessary ; and urging them to stand fast to 
the faith. Affairs were coming to a crisis. It was pre- 
dicted that the new acts of Parliament would bring on '^ a 
most important a;nd decisive trial.** 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Washington Chairman of a Politioal Meeting — CorreBpondence with 
Bryan Fairfiu — Patriotio Besolutions — ^Washington's Opinions" on 
Public Affairs — Non-Importation Scheme — Convention at Williams* 
burg — ^Washington appointed a Delegate to the General Congress- 
Letter from Bryan FairfiELX — Perplexities of Qeneral Qage at j^ston. 

Shortly afber Washington's retnm to Mount Yemon, in 
the latter part of June, he presided as moderator at a meet- 
ing of the inhabitants of Fairfax Comity, wherein, after the 
recent acts of Parliament had been discussed, a conmiittee 
was appointed, with himself as chairman, to draw np reso- 
lutions expressive of the sentiments of the present meeting, 
and to report the same at a general meeting of the county, 
to be held in the court-house on the 18th of July. 

The course that public meastires were taking shocked 
the loyal feelings of Washington's valued friend, Bryan 
FairfBix, of Tarlston Hall, a yoimg brother of Geoige 
William, who was absent in England. He was a man of 
liberal sentiments, but attached to the ancient rule ; and, 
in a letter to Washington, advised a petition to the throne, 
which would give Parliament an opportunity to repeal the 
offensive acts. 

'' I would heartily join you in your political sentiments," 
writes Washington in reply, '* as far as relates to a humble 
and dutiful petition to the throne, provided there was the 
most distant hope of success. But have we not tried this 
already? Have we not addressed the lords, and remon- 
strated to the commons ? And to what end ? Does it not 
appear as clear as the sun in its meridian brightness that 
there Is a regular, systematic plan to £Lc the right and 
practice of taxation upon us?***** Is not the 
attack upon the liberty and properiy of the people of Bos- 
ton, before restitution of the loss to the India Company 
was demanded, a plain and self-evident proof of what they 
are aiming at ? Do not the subsequent bills for depriving 
the Massachusetts Bay of its charter, and for transporting 
offenders to other colonies or to Great Britain for trial, 
where it is impossible, from the nature of things, that 
justice can be obtained, convince us that the administration 
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is determined to stick at nothing to oany its point ? Onght 
we not, then, to put our virtue and fortitude to the 
severest tests ? " 

The committee met according to appointment, with 
Washington as chairman. The resolutions framed at the 
meeting insisted, as usual, on the right of self-government, 
and the principle that taxation and representation were in 
their nature inseparable. That the various acts of Parlia- 
ment for raising revenue; taking away trials hy jury; 
ordering that persons might be tried in a different country 
from that in which the cause of accusation originated; 
closing the port of Boston; abrogating the charter of 
Massachusetts Bay, &c., &c., — ^were all part of a preme- 
ditated design and system to introduce arbitrary govern- 
ment into the colonies. That the sudden and repeated dis- 
solutions of AssembHes whenever they presumed to 
example the illegality of ministerial mandates, or delibe- 
rated on the violated rights of their constituents, were 
part of the same system, and calculated and intended to 
drive the people of the colonies to a state of desperation, 
and to dissolve the compact by which tbeir ancestors 
bound themselves and their posterity to remain dependent 
on the British crown. The resolutions, furthermore, re- 
conmiended the most perfect union and co-operation 
among the colonies; solemn covenants wiili respect to 
non-importation and non-intercourse, and a renimciation 
of all dealings with any colony, town, or province, that 
should refuse to agree to the plan adopted by the General 
Congress. 

They also recommended a dutiful petition and remon- 
strance from the Congress to the king, asserting their con- 
stitutional rights and privileges ; lamenting the necessity of 
entering into measures that might be displeasing ; declaring 
their attachment to his person, family, and government, 
and their desire to contmue in dependence upon Great 
Britain ; beseeching him not to reduce his fgdthful subjects 
of America to desperation, and to reflect that from our som- 
reign there can be hut one appeal. 

These resolutions are the more worthy of note, as expres- 
sive of the opinions and feelings of Washington at this 
eventful time, if not being entirely dictated by him. The 
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last sentence is of awful import, suggesting the possibility 
of being driven to an appeal to arms. 

Bryan Fairfax, who was aware of their purport, ad- 
dressed a long letter to Washington, on the 17th of July, 
the day preceding that in which they were to be reported 
by the committee, stating his objections to several of 
them, and requesting that his letter might be publicly 
read. The letter was not received until after llie com- 
mittee had gone to the court-house on the 18th, with the 
resolutions revised, corrected, and ready to be reported, 
Washington glanced over the letter hastily, and handed it 
round to several of the gentlemen present. They, with 
one exception, advised H^t it shoidd not be publicly read, 
as it was not likely to make any converts, and was 
repugnant, as some tiiought, to every principle they were 
-contending for. Washington forbore, therefore, to give it 
any ftuilier pubUcitv. 

The resolutions Reported by the committee were adopted, 
and Washington was chosen a d^egate to represent the 
county at the General Convention of the province, to be 
held at Williamsburg on the 1st of August. After the 
meeting had adjourned, he felt doubtful whether Fairfax 
might not be dissatisfied that his letter had not been read, 
as he requested, to the county at large ; he wrote to him, 
therefore, explaining the circumstances which prevented 
it 'y at the same time replying to some of the objectiouB 
which FairfEix had made to certain of the resolutions. He 
reiterated his belief that an appeal would be inefEectuaL 
** What is it we are contending against ? " asked he ; "Is 
it against paying the duty of threepence per pound on tea 
because burdensome ? No, it is the right only, that we have 
all along disputed ; and to this end, we have already peti- 
tioned his majesty in as humble and dutiful a manner as 
subjects could do. Nay, more, we applied to the House of 
Lords and House of Commons in their different legislative 
capacities, setting forth that, as Englishmen, we could not 
be deprived of this essential and valuable part of our consti- 
tution. * # # # 

" The conduct of the Boston people could not justify the 
rigour of their measures, unless there had been a requi- 
sition of payment, and refusal of it ; nor did that conduct 
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require an iict to deprive the goYeminent of Massaohusetts 
Bay of their charter, or to exempt offenders £rom trial in 
the places where offences were conunitted, as there was not, 
nor could there be, a single instance produced to manifest 
the necessiiy of it. Are not all these things evident proofs 
of a fixed and uniform plan to tax us ? If we want farther 
proofs, do not all the debates in the House of Commons 
serve to confirm this ? And has not General Gage's con- 
duct since his arrival, in stopping the address of his council, 
and publishing a proclamation, more becoming a Turkish 
bashaw than an English governor, declaring it treason to 
associate in any manner by which the commerce of Great 
Britain is to be affected, — ^has not this exhibited an unex- 
ampled testimony of the most despotic system of tyranny 
that ever was practised in a free government ? " 

The popular measure on which Washington laid the 
greatest stress as a means of obtaining redress &om govern- 
ment, was the non-importation scheme; "for I am con- 
vinced," said he, " as much as of my existence, that there 
is no relief for us but in their distress ; and I think — 
at least I hope — ^that there is public virtue enough left 
among us to deny ourselves every thing but the bare 
necessaries of life to accomplish this end." At the same 
time, he forcibly condemned a suggestion that remittances 
to England should be withheld. '* While we are accusing 
others of injustice," said he, ** we should be just our- 
selves; and how this can be whilst we. owe a consider- 
able debt, and refrise payment of it to Great Britain, is 
to me inconceivable: nothing but the last extremity can 
justify it."^ 

On the l*st of August, the convention of representatives 
from all parts of Virginia assembled at Williamsburg. 
Washington appeared on behalf of Fair&x County, and 
presented the resolutions, already cited, as the sense of his 
constituents. He is said, by one who was present, to have 
spoken in support of them in a strain of uncommon elo- 
quence, which shows how his latent ardour had been excited 
on the occasion, as eloquence was not in general among his 
attributes. It is evident, however, that he was roused to 
an unusual pitch of enthusiasm, for he is said to have 
declared that he was ready to raise one thousand men, sub- 

t2 
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fiist them at his own expense, and march at their head to 
the relief of Boston.' 

The Convention was six days in session. Besolutions, 
in the same spirit with those passed in Fairfax connty, 
were adopted, and Peyton Bandolph, Eichard Henry Lee, 
George Washington, Patrick Henry, Bichard Bland, Ben- 
jamin Harrison, and Edmund Pendleton, were appointed 
delegates, to represent the people of Virginia, in the 
General Congress. 

Shortly after Washington's return from Williamsbuig, 
he received a reply from Bryan Fairfax, to his last letter. 
Fairfax, who was really a man of liberal views, seemed 
anxious to vindicate himself from any suspicions of the 
contrary. In adverting to the partial suppression of his 
letter by some of the gentlemen of the committee : " I am 
uneasy to find," writes he, '* that any one should look upon 
the letter sent down as repugnant to the principles we are 
contending for; and, therefore, when you have leisure, I 
shall take it as a favour if you will let me know wherein 
it was thought so. I beg leave to look upon yon as a 
friend, and it is a great relief to unbosom one's thoughts to 
a friend. Besides, the information, and the correction of 
my errors, which I may obtain from a correspondence, are 
great inducements to it. For I am convincea that no man 
in the colony wishes its prosperity more, would go greater 
lengths to serve it, or is, at "uxe same time, a better snbject 
to the crown. Pray excuse these compliments, they may 
be tolerable from a friend." * 

The hurry of various occupations prevented Washington, 
in his reply, from entering into any farther discussion of 
the popular theme. *' I can only in general add," said he, 
** that an innate spirit of freedom fost told me that the 
measures which "die administration have for some time 
been, and now are violently pursuing, are opposed to every 
principle of natural justice ; whilst much abler heads than 
my own have ftdly convinced me, that they are not only 
repugnant to natural rights but. subversive of the laws and 
constitution of Great Britain itself. * * * * j shall 

1 See information given to the elder Adams, by Mr. Lynch of Soutb 
Carolina. — Adams* Diary, 
« Sparks. Washington's Writings, vol. ii., p. 329. 
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oondude with renuurkiug that, if yon diBaTow the right of 
Parliament to tax us, unrepresented as we are, we only differ 
in the mode of opposition, and this difference principally 
arises £roin your belief that they (the Parliament I mean), 
want a decent opportonity to repeal the acts ; whilst I am 
folly convinced that there has been a regular systematio 
plan to enforce them, and that nothing but xmanimity and 
firmness in the colonies, which they did not expect, can 
prevent it. By the best advices from Boston, it seems that 
Qeneral Gage is exceedingly disconcerted at the (raiet and 
steady conduct of the people of the Massachusetts J3ay, and 
at the measures pursuing by the other governments. I 
dare say he expected to force those oppressed people into 
compliance, or irritate them to acts of violence before this, 
for a more colourable pretence of ruling that, and the other 
colomes, with a high hand." 

Washington had formed a correct opinion of the position 
of General Gage. From the time of taking command at 
Boston, he had been perplexed how to manage its inhabit- 
ants. Had they been hot-headed, impulsive, and prone to 
paroxysm, his task would have been comparatively easy ; 
but it was the cool, shrewd common sense, by which all 
their movements were regulated, that confounded him. 

High-handed measures had failed of the anticipated 
effect Their harbour had been thronged with imips; 
their town with troops. The port bill had put an end to 
commerce; wharves were deserted, warehouses closed; 
streets grass-grown and silent. The rich were growing 
poor, and the poor were without employ ; yet the spirit of 
the people was unbroken. There was no uproar, however ; 
no riot; everything was awfully systematic and according 
to rule. Town meetings were held, in which public rights 
and public measures were eloquently discussed by John 
Adams, Josiah Quincy, and other eminent men. Over 
these meetings Samuel Adams presided as moderator; a 
man clear in judgment, calm in conduct, inflexible in re- 
solution ; deeply grounded in civil and political history, 
and infallible in all points of constitutional law. 

Alarmed at the powerful influence of these assemblages, 
government issued an act prohibiting them after the 1st of 
August. The act was evaded by convoking the meetings 
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before that day, and kee^ng them, dive indefinitely. Oage 
was at a loss how to act. It would not do to dispeise 
these assemblages by force of arms, for the people who 
composed them mingled the soldier with the polennc ; and, 
like their prototypes, the Covenanters of yore, if prone to 
aigae, were as ready to fight. So the meetings oontmned 
to be held pertinaciously. Fanenil Hall was at times 
imitble to hold them, and they swarmed from that revolu- 
tionary hive into old South Church. The liberty tree 
became a rallying place for any popular movement, aad a 
flag hoisted on it was saluted by, all processions as the 
emblem of the popular cause. 

Opposition to the new plan of government assumed a 
more violent aspect at the extrendiy of the province, and 
was abetted by Connecticut. "It is very high," writes 
Gage, (August 27th,) **in Berkshire County, and makes 
way rapidly to the rest. At Worcester they threaten 
resistance, purchfise arms, provide powder, cast balls, and 
threaten to attack any troops who may oppose them. 1 
apprehend I shall soon have to march a body of troops 
into that township." 

The time appointed for the meeting of the Geneial 
Congress at Philadelphia was now at hand. Delegates 
had already gone on from Massachusetts. *^It is not 
possible to guess," writes Gage, •* what a body composed 
of such heterogeneous matter will determine; but the 
members jfrom hence, I am assured, will promote the most 
haughty and insolent resolves; for their plan has ever 
been by threats and highnsounding sedition, to terrify and 
intimidate." 



CHAPTEE XXXV. 



Meeting of the First Cangrefla— OpeniDg Ceremonies — ^Eloquence of 
Patrick Henry and Henry Lee — Declaratoiy Beaolution— Bill of 
Eights — State Papers — Chatham's Opinions of Congress — ^Wash- 
ington's Correspondence with Captain Macken2de — ^Views with respect 
to Independence— Departure of Fairfax for England. 

When the time approached for the meeting of the General 
Congress at Philadelphia, Washington was joined at Mount 
Vernon hy Patrick Henry and Edmnnd PencQeton, and they 
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pexfonned the journey together on horseback. It was a 
noble companionsbip. Henry was then in the youthful 
Tigour and elasticity of his bounding genius ; ardent, acute, 
fanciful, eloquent. Pendleton, schooled in public life, a 
veteran in council, with native force of intellect, and 
habits of deep reflection. Washington in the meridian of 
his days, mature in wisdom, comprehensiye in mind, sa- 
gacious in foresight. Such were the apostles of liberty, 
rex)airing on their august pilgrimage to Philadelphia from 
all parts of the land, to lay the foimdations of a mighty 
empire. Well may we say of that eyentfal period, " There 
i^ere giants in those days. ' 

Congress assembled on Monday, the fifth of September, 
in a large room in Carpenter's Hall. There were fifty-one 
delegates, representing all the colonics excepting Georgia. 
The meetmg has been described as '^ awfdlly solemn." 
The most eminent men of the various colonies, were now 
for the first time brought together ; they were known to 
each other by feune, but were, personally, strangers. The 
object which had called them together, was of incalculable 
magnitude. The liberties of no less than three millions o{ 
people, with .that of all their posterity, were staked on the 
wisdom and energy of their councils.^ 

'* It is such an assembly," writes John Adams, who was 
present, *' as never before came together on a sudden, in 
any part of the world. Here are fortunes, abilities, 
learning, eloquence, acuteness, equal to any I ever met 
with in my life. Here is a diversity of religions, edu- 
cations, manners, interests, such as it would seem impos- 
sible to unite in one plan of conduct." 

There being an inequality in the number of delegates 
from the different colonies, a question arose as to the mode 
of voting; whether by colonies, by the poll, or by in- 
terests. 

Patrick Henry scouted the idea of sectional distinctions 
or individual interests. ''All America," said he, ''is 
thrown into one mass. Where are your landmarks — ^your 
loundaries pf colonies ? They are all thrown down. The 
distinctions between Virginians, Pennsylvanians, New 

> Wirt's life of Patnok Henry, p. 224. 
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Yorkers and New Englanders, are no more, I am not a 
Virgiman^ but an AmmicanJ'^* 

After Bome debate, it was determined that each oolony 
should have but one vote, whatever might be the numlxar 
of its delegates. The deUberations of the House were to 
be with closed doors, and nothing but the resolves piomul- 
gated, unless by order of the majority. 

To give proper dignity and solemnity to the proceediogs 
of the House it was moved on the following day, that each 
morning the session should be opened by prayer. To this it 
was demurred, that as the delegates were of diflferent ze- 
ligious sects, they might not consent to join in the same 
form of worship. 

Upon l^is, Mr. Samuel Adams arose and said: "He 
would willingly join in prayer with any gentleman of piety 
and virtue, whatever might be his cloth, provided he iros 
a friend of his country ;" and he moved that the reverend 
Mr. Duch^, of Philadelphia, who answered to that descrip- 
tion, might be invited to officiate as chaplain. This was 
one step towards unanimity of feelings Mr. Adams being a 
strong Congregationalist, and Mr. Duohe an eminent Epis- 
copalian clergyman. The motion was carried into effect; 
the invitation was given and accepted. 

In the course of the day, a rumour reached Pluladelphi& 
that Boston had been cannonaded by the British. It pro- 
duced a strong sensation ; and when Congress met on the 
following morning (7th), the e£fect wajs visible in eveiy 
countenance. The delegates from the east were greeted 
with a warmer grasp of the hand by their assooiaies from 
the south. 

The reverend Mr. DuchcS, according to invitation, 
appeared in his canonicals, attended by his clerk. The 
morning service of the Episcopal church was read wiilt 
great solemnity, the clerk making the responses. The 
Psalter for the 7th day of the month includes the 85^ 
Psahn, wherein David prays for protection against his 
enemies. ** Plead my cause, Lord, with tibiem that 
strive with me : fight against them that fight against tdb/ 

*' Take hold of shield and buckler and stand up for JQJ 
help. 

* J. Adamfl' Diazy» 
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'* Draw out, also, the spear, and stop the way of them 
tbat persecute me. Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation/' 

The imploring words of this psalm spoke the feelings of 
aU hearts present, but especially of those from New 
England. John Adams writes in a letter to his wife: 
*' You must remember this was the morning after we heard 
the horrible rumour of the cannonade of Boston. I never 
saw a greater effect upon an audience. It seemed as if 
heaven had ordained that psalm to be read on that morn- 
ing. After this, Mr. Duch^ unexpectedly struck out into 
an extemporary prayer, which filled the bosom of evenr 
man present. Episcopalian as he is, Dr. Cooper himself 
never prayed with such fervour, such ardour, such earnest- 
ness and pathos, and in language so eloquent and sublime, 
for America, for the Congress, for the province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, and especially the town of Boston. It has 
had an excellent effect upon everybody here." ' 

It has been remarked that Washington was especially 
devout on this occasion — ^kneeling, wMLe others stood up. 
In this, however, each, no doubt, observed the attitude in 
prayer to which he was accustomed. Washington knelt, 
being an Episcopalian. 

The rumoured attack upon Boston rendered the service 
of the day deeply affecting to all present. They were one 
political &mily, actuated by one feeling, and sympathizing 
with the weal and woe of each individual member. The 
rumour proved to be erroneous; but it had produced a 
most beneficial effect in calling forth and quickening the 
spirit of union, so vitally important in that assemblage. 

Owing to closed doors, and the want of reporters, no 
record exists of the discussions and speeches made in the 
first Congress. Mr. Wirt, speaking from tradition, informs 
us that a long and deep silence followed the organization 
of that august body ; the members looking round upon 
each other, individually reluctant to open a business so 
fearfully momentous. This "deep and death-like silence" 
was beginning to become painfully embarrassing, when 
Patrick Henry arose. He faltered at first, as was his 

' John Adams' OorreBpondence and Diary, 
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habit; but his exorditun was impressive; and as he 
launched forth into a recital of colonial wrongs he kindled 
with his subject, until he poured forth one of those eloquent 
appeals which had so often shaken the House of Burgesges 
ana gained him the fame of being the greatest oiator of 
Virginia. He sat down, according tp Mr. Wirt, amidst 
murmurs of astonishment and applause, and was now 
admitted, on every hand, to be the first orator of America. 
He was followed by Eiohard Henry Lee, who, according 
to the same writer, charmed the house with a differeoit 
kind of eloquence, chaste and classical ; contrasting, in its 
cultivated graces, with the wild and grand effusions of 
Henry. ** The superior powers of these great men, how- 
ever,*' adds he, " were manifested only in debate, and 
while general grievances were the topic; when called 
down from the heights of declamation to that severer test 
of intellectual excellence, the details of business, they 
found themselves in a body of cool-headed, reflecting, and 
most able men, by whom they were, in their turn, com- 
pletely thrown into the shade.*' * 

The flrst public measure of Congress was a resolution 
declaratory of their feelings with regard to the recent acts 
of Parliament, violating the rights of the people of Massa- 
chusetts, and of their determination to combine in resist- 
ing any force that might attempt to carry those acts into 
execution. 

A committee of two from each province reported a series 
of resolutions, which were adopted and promulgated by 
Congress, as a *^ declaration of colonial rights." In this were 
enumerated their natural rights to the enjoyment of life> 
liberty, and property ; and their rights as British subjects. 
Among the latter was participation in legislative cotmcils. 
This they could not exercise through representatives in 
Parliament ; they claimed, therefore, the power of legis- 
lating in their provincial assemblies ; consenting, however, 
to such acts of Parliament as might be essential to the 
regulation of trade ; but excluding all taxation, intenuJ or 
ixtemal, for raising revenue in America. 

The common law of England was claimed as a birthright, 

* Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry. 
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inolnding the right of trial by a jury of the vicinage ; of 
holding public meetings to consider grievances; and of 
petitioning the king. The benefits of all snch statutes as 
existed at the time of the colonization were likewise 
claimed; together with the immunities and privileges 
granted by royal charters, or secured by provincial laws. 

The maintenance of a standing army in any colony in 
tune of peace, without the consent of its legislature, was 
pronounced contrary to law. The exercise of the legislative 
power in the colonies by a council appointed during plea- 
sure by the crown, was declared to be unconstitutional, 
and destructive to the freedom of American legislation. 

Then followed a specification of the acts of Parliament, 
passed during the reign of George III., infringing and 
violating these rights. These were: the sugar act; the 
stamp act ; the two acts for quartering troops ; the tea act ; 
the act suspendii:^ the New York legislature ; the two acts 
for the tnal in Great Britain of offences committed in 
America ; the Boston Port Bill ; the act for regulating the 
government of Massachusetts, and the Quebec act. 

•* To these grievous acts and measures," it was added, 
"Americans cannot submit; but in hopes their fellow 
subjects in Great Britain will, on a revision of them, 
restore us to that state in which both countries found 
happiness and prosperity, we have, for the present, only 
resolved to pursue the following peaceable measures : 

** 1st. To enter into a non-importation, non-consump- 
tion, and non-exportation agreement, or association. 

** 2nd. To prepare an address to the people of Great 
Britain, and a memorial to the inhabitants of British 
America. 

" 3rd. To prepare a loyal address to his majesty." 

The above-mentioned association was accordingly formed, 
and committees were to be appointed in every county, city, 
and town, to maintain it vigilantly and strictly. 

Masterly state papers were issued by Congress in con- 
formity to the resolutions: viz., a petition to the king, 
drafted by Mr. Dickinson, of Philadelphia ; an address to 
the people of Canada by the same hand, inviting them to 
join the league of the colonies ; another to the people of 
Great Britain, drafted by John Jay, of New York ; and a 
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memorial to the inhabitants of the British oolonies by 
Bichard Henry Lee, of Yiiginia. ' 

The Congress remained in session fifty-one days. Eveiy 
subject, according to Adams, was discnraed '' with a mode- 
ration, an acuteness, and a minnteness eqnal to that of 
Queen Elizabeth's privy council."^ The papers issned by 
it have deservedly oeen pronotm.ced masterpieces of prac- 
tical talent and political wisdom. Chatham, when spes^dng 
on the subject m the Bouse of Lords, could not refitrain 
his enthusiasm. ''When your lordships," said he, "look 
at the papers transmitted to us from .^onerica ; when yon 
consider their decency, firmness, and wisdom, you cannot 
but respect their cause, and wish to make it your own. 
For myself, I must declare and avow that, in the master 
states of the world, I know not the people, or senate, who, 
in such a complication of dif&cult circumstances, can stand 
in preference to the delegates of America assembled in 
General Congress at Philadelphia." 

From the secrecy that enveloped its discussions, we aw 
ignorant of the part taken by Washington in the- debates; 
the similarity of the resolutions, however, in spirit and 
substance to those of the Fairfiabx County meeting, in whicli 
he presided, and the coincidence of the measures adopted 
wiih those therein recommended, show that he bad a 
powerful agency in the whole proceedings of this eventfol 
assembly. Fatnck Henry, being asked, on his return hone, 
whom he considered the greatest man, in Congress, replied: 
"If vou speak of eloquence, Mr. Eutiedge, of Sonth 
Carobna, is Dy far the greatest orator ; but if you speak of 
solid information and sound judgment, Colonel Washington 
is unquestionably the greatest man on that floor." 

How thoroughly and zealously he participated in the 
feelings which actuated Congress in this memorable session, 
may be gathered from his correspondence with a friend 
enlisted in the royal cause. This was Captain Bobert 
Mackenzie, who had formerly served under hhxx in bis 
Virginia regiment during the French war, but now held a 
oommission in the regular army, and was stationed among 
the British troops at Boston. 

' See Correspondence and Diary of J. Adams, vols. ii. and iz. 
« Letter to WiUiam Tudor, 29th Sept., 1774. 
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Mackenzie, in a letter, liad spoken with loyal abhorrence 
of the state of afOEtirs in the '* imhappj proYince " of Massa- 
chusetts, and the fixed aim of its iimabitants at *' total 
independence." ** The rebellions and nnmerons meetings 
of men in arms," said he, * ' their scandalous and nngenerous 
attacks npon the best characters in. the province, obliging 
them to save themselves by flight, and meir repeated, but 
feeble threats, to dispossess the troops, have famished suf- 
ficient reasons to Gfeneral Gktge to put the town in a for- 
midable state of defence, abont which we are now fdlly 
employed, and which will be shortly accomplished to their 
great mortification." 

" Permit me," writes Washington in reply, •* with the 
freedom of a friend (for yon know I always esteemed yon), 
to express my sorrow that fortune should place you in a 
service that must fix curses, to the latest posterity, upon 
the contrivers, and, if success (which, by-the-by, is impos- 
sible) accompanies it, execrations upon all those who 
have been instrumental in the execution. • • • • 
When you condemn the conduct of the Massachusetts 
people, you reason from effects, not causes, otherwise you 
would not wonder at a people who are every day receiving 
fresh proofs of a systematic assertion of an arbitrary power, 
deeply plaimed to overturn the laws and constitution of 
their country, and to violate the most essential and valuable 
rights of mankind, being irritated, and with dif&culty 
restrained, from acts of the greatest violence and intem- 
perance. 

*• For my own part, I view things in a very different 
point of light from the one in which you seem to consider 
them ; and though you are led to believe, by venal men, 
that the people of Massachusetts are rebellious, setting 
up for independency, and what not, give me leave, my 
good friend, to teU you that you are abused, grossly 
abnsed. ♦ ♦ * » i think I can annoimce it as a 
fact, that it is not the wish or interest of that govern- 
ment, or any other upon this continent, separately or 
collectively, t4 set up for independence; but this you 
may at the same time rely on, that none of them will ever 
submit to the loss of their valuable rights and privileges, 
which are essential to the happiness. of every free state, 
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and witliont which., life, liberty, and property, are ren- 
dered totally insecure. 

*' These, sir, being certain consequences, which must 
naturally result from the late acts of Parliament relative to 
America in general, and the government of Massachusetts 
in particular, is it to be wondered at that men who wish 
to avert the impending blow, should attempt to oppose its 
progress, or prepare for their defence, if it cannot be 
averted? Surely I may be allowed to answer in the 
negative ; and give me leave to add, as my opinion, that 
more blood will be spilled on this occasion, if the ministry 
are determined to push matters to extremity, than history 
has ever yet famished instances of in the annals of North 
America ; and such a vital wound will be given to the 
peace of this great country, as time itself cannot cure, or 
eradicate the remembrance of." 

In concluding, he repeate his views with respect to 
independence : '* I am well satisfied that no such thing is 
desired by any thinking man in all North America ; on 
the contrary, that it is the ardent wish of the inrarmest 
advocates for liberty, that peace and tranquillity, upon 
constitutional grounds, may be restored, and the honors of 
civQ discord prevented."'' 

This letter we have considered especially worthy of 
citation, from its being so fiill and explicit a declaration of 
Washington's sentiments and opinions at this critical 
juncture. His views on the question of independence are 
particularly noteworthy, from his being at this time in 
daily and confidential commimication with the leaders of 
the popular movement, and among them with the delegates 
from Boston. It is evident that the filial feeling still 
throbbed toward the mother country, and a complete sepa- 
ration from her had not yet entered into the alternatives of 
her colonial children. 

On the breaking up of Congress, Washington hastened 
back to Mount Vernon, where his presence was more than 
usually important to ^e happiness of Mrs. Washington, 
from the loneliness caused by the recent death of her 
daughter, and the absence of her son. The che^ialness of 

' Sparka. Waahington's Writings, vol. ii.> p. 899. 
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the neighbourhood had been diminished of late by the 
departure of George William Fair&x for England, to take 
possession of estates which had devolved to him in that 
kingdom. His estate of Belvoir, so closely allied with 
that of Mount Yemen by feunily ties and reciprocal hos- 
pitality, was left in chajrge of a steward, or overseer. 
Through some accident the house took fire, and was burnt 
to the ground. It was never rebuilt. The course of 
political events which swept Washington from his quiet 
home into the current of public and military life, prevented 
William Fairfax, who was a royalist, though a liberal one, 
from returning to his once happy abode, and the hospitable 
intercommunion of Mount Yemen and Belvoir was at an 
end for ever. 
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Ths rumour of the cannonading of Boston, which had 
thrown such a gloom over the religious ceremonial at the 
opening of Congress, had been caused by measures of 
Governor Gage. The public mind, in Boston and its 
vicinity, had been rendered excessively jealous and sensi- 
tive by the landing and encamping of artillery upon the 
Common, and Welsh Fusiliers on Fort Hill, and by the 
planting of four large field-pieces on Boston Neck, the 
only entrance to the town by land. The coimtry people 
v^rere arming and disciplining themselves in every direction, 
and collecting and depositing arms and ammunition in 
places where they would be at hand in case of emergency. 
Gage, on the other hand, issued orders that the munitions 
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of war in all the pnblio magazines should be broti^t to 
Boston. One of these magazines was the arsenal in the 
north-west part of Charleston, between Medfoid and 
Cambridge. Two oompanies of the king's troops passed 
silently in boats np Mystic Biver in the night; took 
possession of a large quantity of gunpowder deposited 
there, and conyeyed it to Castle Williams. Intelligence of 
this sacking of the arsenal flew with lightning speed 
through the neighbourhood. In the morning seTeral 
thousands of patriots were assembled at Cambridge, weapon 
in hand, and were with difficultj^ prevented from marclung 
upon Boston to compel a restitation of the powder. In the 
confdsion and agitation, a rumour stole oat into the countiy 
that Boston was to be attacked ; followed by another that 
the ships were cannonading the town, and the soldiers 
shooting down the inhabitants. The whole country was 
forthwith in arms. Numerous bodies of the Connecticut 

ale had made some marches before the report was con- 
cted.* 

To guard against any irruption from the countiy. Gage 
encamped the 59th regiment on Boston Neck, and em- 
pl^ed the soldiers in intrenching and fortifying it. 

In the mean time the belligerent feelings of the inhabit- 
ants were encouraged, by learning how the romour of their 
being cannonaded had been received in the General Con- 
gress, and by assuraiices from all parts that the cause of 
Boston would be made the common cause of America. 
" It is surprising, " writes General Gage, " that so many 
of the other provinces interest themselves so much in this. 
They have some warm friends in New York, and I learn 
that the people of Charleston, South Carolina, are as mad 
as they are here. " ■ 

The commissions were arrived for those civil officers ap- 
pointed by the crown under the new modifications of the 
charter : many, however, were afruid to accept of them. 
Those who did soon resigned, finding it impossible to with- 
stand the odium of the people. The civil government 
throughout the province became obstructed in all its oper- 

> Holmes's Annals, ii., 191.— Letter of Gage to Lord Dartmouth. 
■ Gage to Dartmouth, Sept. 20. 
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atioBS. It was enough for a man to be supposed of the 
goyemmental party to incur popular illwill. 

Among other portentous signs, war-hawks began to ap- 
pear above the horizon. Mrs. Gushing, wife to a member of 
Congress, writes to her husband, **Two of the greatest 
military characters of the day are visiting this distressed 
town. General Charles Lee, who has served in Poland, 
and Colonel Israel Putnam, whose lauvery and character 
need no description." As these two men will take a pro- 
minent part in coming events, we pause to give a word 
or two concerning them. 

Israel Putnam was a soldier of native growth. One of 
the military productions of the French war ; seasoned and 
proved in frontier campaigning. He had served at Louis- 
burg, Fort Duquesne, and Crown Point ; had signalized 
himself in Indian warfare ; been captured by the savages, 
tied to a stake to be tortured and burnt, and had only been 
rescued by the interference, at the eleventh hotir, of a 
French partisan of the Indians. 

Since the peace, he had returned to agricultural life, and 
was now a farmer at Pomfret, in Connecticut, where the 
scars of hie wounds and the tales of his exploits rendered 
him a hero in popular estimation. The war spirit yet 
btimed within him. He was now chairman of a committee 
of vigilance, and had come to Boston in discharge of his 
political and semi-belLigerent functions. 

Greneral Charles Lee was a military man of a different 
stamp ; an Englishman by birth, and a highly-cultivated 
production of European warfare. He was the son of a 
British officer, lieutenant-colonel John Lee, of the dra- 
goons, who married the daughter of Sir Htpiry Bunbury, 
Bart., and afterwards rose to be a general. Lee was bom 
in 1731, and may almost be said to have been cradled in 
the amy, for he received a commission by the time he wais 
eleven years of age. He had an irregular education ; part 
of the time in England, part on the continent, and must 
have scrambled his way into knowledge ; yet hj aptness, 
diligence, and ambition, he had acquired a considerable 
portion, being a' Greek and Latin scholar, and acquainted 
with modem languages. The art of war was his especial 
Btady from his boyhood, and he had early opportunities of 

V 
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practical experience. At the age of twenty-four, lie com- 
manded a company of grenadiers in the 44th regiment, 
and served in tie French war in America, where he was 
brought into military companionship with Sir William 
Johnson's Mohawk warriors, whom he used to extol for 
their manly beauty, their dress, their graceful carriage 
and good breeding. In fauot, he rendered himself so much 
of a favourite among them, that they, admitted him to 
smoke in their xounoils, and adopted him into the tribe of 
the Bear, giving him an Indian name, sygnifying '^ Boiling 
Water. " 

At the battle of Ticonderoga, where Abercrombie was 
defeated, he was shot through the body, while leading his 
mon against the French breastworks. In the next cam- 
paign, he was present at ihe siege of Fort Niagara, where 
General Frideaux fell, and where Sir William Johnson, 
with his British troops and Mohawk warriors, eventually 
won the fortress. Lee had, probably, an opportunity on 
this occasion of fighting side by side with some of his 
adopted brethren of the Bear tribe, as we are told he was 
much exposed during the engagement with the French and 
Indians, and that two balls grazed his hair. A military 
errand, afterwards, took him across Lake Erie, and down 
the western branch of the Ohio to Fort Duquesne, and 
thence by a long march of seven hundred miles to Crown 
Point, where he joined General Amherst. In 1760 he was 
among the forces which followed that general &onx Lake 
Ontario down the St. Lawrence ; and was present at the 
surrender of Montreal, which completed the conquest of 
Canada. 

In 1762 he bore a colonel's commission, and served 
under Brigadier-general Burgoyne in Portugal, where he 
was intrusted with an enterprise against a Spanish post at 
the old Moorish castle of Yilla Yelha, on the banks of the 
Tagus. He forded the river in the night, pushed his 
way through mountain passes, and at two o'clock in the 
morning, rushed with his grenadiers into the enemy's 
camp before daylight, where every thing was carried at 
the point of the bayonet, assisted by a charge of dragoons. 
The war over, he returned to England, bearing testi- 
monials of bravery and good conduct &om his commaadeF- 
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in-chief, the Count de la Lippe, and from the king of 
Portugal.' 

Wielding the pen as well as the sword, Lee undertook 
to write on questions of colonial policy relative to Pontiac's 
war, in which he took the opposition side. This lost him 
the fSavoTir of the ministry, and with it all hope of further 
promotion. 

He now determined to offer his services to Poland, sup- 
posed to be on the verge of a war. Eecommendatioiifi 
from his old commander, the Coimt de la Lippe, procured 
him access to some of the continental courts. He was 
well received by Frederick the Great, and had several 
conversations with him, chiefly on American affairs. At 
Warsaw, his military reputation secured him the favour of 
Poniatowsky, recently elected king of Poland, with the 
name of Stanislaus Augustus, who admitted him to his 
table, and made him one of his aides-de-camp. Lee was 
disappointed in his hope of active service. There was 
agitation in the coimtry, but the power of the king was 
not adequate to raise forces sufi&cient for its suppresion. 
He had few troops, and those not trustworthy ; and the 
town was full of the disaffected. "We have frequent 
alarms," said Lee, "and the pleasure of sleeping every 
night with our pistols on our pillows^" 

By way of relieving his restlessness, Lee, at the sug- 
gestion of the king, set off to accompany the Polish ambas- 
sador to Constantinople. The latter travelled too slow for 
him ; so he dashed ahead when on the frontiers of Turkey, 
with an escort of the grand seignor*s treasure ; came near 
perishing with cold and hunger among the Bulgarian 
mountains, and after his arrival at the Turkish capital, ran 
a risk of being buried imder the ruins of his house in an 
earthquake. 

Late in the same year (1766), he was again in England, 
an applicant for military appoiatment, bearing a letter 
from king Stanislaus to king George. His meddling pen 
is supposed again to have marred his fortunes, having 
indulged in sarcastic comments on the military character 
of General Townshend and Lord George Sackville. " I 

' life of Charles Lee, by Jared Sparks. Also, Memoirs of Charles 
Lee, publiahed m London, 1792. 
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am not at all surprised," said a friend fa him, '* ihat yon 
find the door shut against you by a person who hai^ such 
unbounded credit, as you have ever too freely indulged in 
a liberty of declaiming, which many invidious persons have 
not failed to inform him of. The principle on which you 
thus freely speak your mind is honest and patriotio, but 
not pontic." 

The disappointments which Lee met with during a 
residence of two years in England, and a protracted at- 
tendance on people in power, rankled in hijs bosom, and 
embittered his subsequent resentment against the kiog 
and his ministers. 

In 1768 he was again on his way to Poland, with the 
design of performing a campaign in the Bussian service. 
'* I flatter myself," said he, '* that a little more practice 
will make me a good soldier. If not, it will serve to talk 
over my kitchen fire in my old age, which will i^oou come 
upon us all." 

He now looked forward to spirited sertice. ** I am to 
have a command of Cossacks and Wallacks," writes he, " a 
cind of people I have a good opinion of. I am determined 
not to serve in the line. One might as well be a church- 
warden." 

The friendship of king Stanislaus continued. *'He treats 
me more like a brother than a patron," said Lee: In 1769 
the latter was raised to the rimk of major-general in the 
Polish army, and left Warsaw to join the Bussian force, 
which was crossing the Dniester and advancing inte 
Moldavia. He arrived in time to take part in a severe 
action between the Bussiaus and Turksj in which the 
Cossacks and hussars were terribly cut up by the Turkish 
cavalry, in a ravine near the city of Chotzim. It was a 
long and doubtful conflict, with various changes ; but the 
rumoured approach of the grand vizier, with a hundred 
and seventy thousand men, compelled the Bussians to 
abandon the enterprise and recross the Dniester. 

Lee never returned to Poland, though he ever jnetained 
a devoted attachment to Stanislaus. He for some time led 
a restless life about Europe — ^visiting Italy, Sicily, Malta, 
and the south of Spain; troubled with attacks of rheu- 
matism, gout, and the effects of a " Hui^arian fever." He 



1774.] GENEBAL CHj^LES LEB. 293 

bad become more and more cyzucal and irascible, and bad 
more tban one '* affair of bononr/' in one of whicb be killed 
bis antagonist. His splenetic feelings, as well as bis poli- 
tical sentiments, were occasionally vented in severe attacks 
^poB tbe ministry, fall of irony a^ sarcasm. Tbey ap- 
peared juQ tbe public journals, an^ gained bim sucb reputa- 
tion, tbat even tbe papers of Juni^ were by some attributed 
to bim. 

In tbe qx^estions wbicb bad risen between England and 
bar colonies, be bad strongly advocated tbe cause of 
tbe latter; and it was tbe feelings tbus .excited, and 
tbe recollections, perbaps of bis early caixkpaigns, .tbat 
bad recently brougbt bim to America. Here be bad arrived 
in ibe latter part of 1773, bad visited various parts of Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland and Virginia, taking an active part in 
tbe political agitations of tbe country. His caustic attacks 
upon the minilby; his oonvei^ational powers and hk poig- 
nant sallies, bad gained bim great reputation ; but bis mili- 
tary renown rendered bim especially interesting at tbe 
present juncture. A general, wbo bad served in tbe fajnous 
campaigns of Europe, commanded Cossacks, fougbt witb 
Turks, talked witb Frederick tbe Great, and been aide-de- 
camp to tbe king of Poland, was a prodigious acquisition 
to tbe patriot cause ! On tbe otber band, bis visit to Boston 
was looked upon witb imeasiness by tbe Britisb ofiSlcers, 
-wbo knew bis adventurous cbaracter. It was surmised tbat 
be was exciting a spirit of revolt, witb a view to putting 
bimself at its bead. Tbese suspicions found tbeir way into 
tbe London papers, and alarmed tbe Britisb cabinet. 
"Have an attention to bis conduct," writes Lord Dart- 
moutb to Gage, ** and take every legal metbod to prevent 
bis effecting any of tbose dangerous purposes be is said to 
bave in view/* 

Lee wben subsequently informed of tbese suspicions, 
scoffed at tbem in a letter to bis Mend, Edmund Burke, 
and declared tbat be bad not tbe '' temeriiy and vanity" to 
aspire to tbe aims imputed to bim. 

'* To tbink myself qualified for tbe most important cbarge 
tbat ever was committed to mortal man," wntes be, *' istbe 
last stage of presumptio^ ; nor do I tbink tbe Americans 
would or ougbt to confide in a man, let bis qualifications be 
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OTer 80 great, who has no property among Hiem. , It ia tme I 
most devoutly wish, them success in the glorious stm^le ; 
that I have expressed my wishes both in writing and viva 
voce ; but my errand to Boston was mere curiosity to see a 
people in so singular circumstances ; and I had likewise an 
ambition to be acquainted with some of their leading men; 
with them only I associated during my stay in Boston. 
Our ingenious gentlemen in the camp, therefore, yeiy 
naturally concluded my design was to put myself at their 
head.*' 

To resume the course of events at Boston. Grage on the 
1st of September, before this popular agitation, had issued 
writs for a general election, to be held at Salem in October; 
seeing, ho;v7ever, the irritated state of the public mind, he 
now countermanded the same by proclamation. The x>eople, 
disregarding the countermand, carried the election, and 
ninety of the new members thus elected met at the ap- 
pointed time. They waited a whole day for the governor 
to attend, administer the oaths, and open the session ; but 
as he did not make his appearance, they voted themselves 
a provincial congress, and chose for president of it John 
Hancock, — ^a man of great wealth, popular and somewhat 
showy talents and ardent patriotism, and eminent from 
his social position. ' 

This self-constituted body adjourned to Concord, about 
twenty miles from Boston ; quietly assumed supreme autho- 
rity, and issued tf remonstrance' to the governor, virtually 
calling him to account for his military operations in ford- 
oing Boston Neck, and collecting warlike stores about him, 
tnereby alarming the fears of the whole province, and 
meDaojng the lives and property of the Bostonians. 

General Gage, overlooking the irregularity of its organ- 
ization, entered into explanations with the Assembly, bat 
failed to give satisfaction. As winter approached, he found 
his situation more and more critical. Boston was the 
only place in Massachusetts that now contained British 
forces, and it had become the refage of all the " lories " of 
the province ; that is to say, of all those devoted to the 
British government. There was animosity between them 
and the principal inhabitants, among whom revolutionary 
principles prevailed. The town itself, almost insulated by 
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nature, and surrotinded by a hostile conntzy, was like a 
place besieged. 

The provincial Congress conducted its a£fairs with the 
order and system so formidable to General Gage. Having 
adopted a plan for organizing the militia, it had nominated 
general officers, two of whom, Artemas Ward and Seth 
Pomeroy, had accepted. 

The executive powers were vested in a committee of 
safety. This was to determine when the services of the 
militia were necessary ; was to call them forth, — ^to nomi- 
nate their officers to the Congress, — ^to commision them, 
.and direct the operations of the army. Another committee 
v^as appointed to famish supplies to the forces when called 
out ; hence named the Committee of Supplies. 

Under such auspices, the militia went on arming and 
disciplining itself in every direction. They ^associated 
themselves in large bodies, and engaged, verbally or by 
writing, to assemble in arms at the shortest notice for the 
common defence, subject to the orders of the committee of 
safety. 

Arrangements had been made for keeping up an active 
correspondence between different parts of the country^ and 
spreading an alarm in case of any threatening danger. 
Under the direction of the committees just mentioned, large 
quantities of military stores had been collected and de- 
posited at Concord and Worcester. 

This semi-belligerent state of affairs in Massachusetts 
produced a general restlessness throughout the land. The 
w^eak-hearted apprehended coming troubles ; the resolute 
prepared to brave them. Military measures, hitherto con- 
fined to New England, extended to the middle and southern 
provinces, and the roll of the drum resounded through the 
villages. 

Yii^inia was among the first to buckle on its armour. It 
had long been a custom among its inhabitants to form 
themselves into independent companies, equipped at their 
own expense, having their own peculiar uniform, and 
electing their own officers, though holding themselves 
subject to militia law. They had hitherto been self-dis- 
cipHned ; but now they continually resorted to Washing- 
ton for instruction and advice ; considering him the highest 
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autkority on mililaiy affaiis. He was frequently called 
from home, therefore, in the course of the winter and 
spring, to different parts of the country to review inde- 
pendent companies; all of which were anxious to put 
themselves under his command as field-officer. 

Mount Yemen, therefore, again assumed a militaiy tone 
as in former days, when he took his first lessoKis there in 
the art of war. He had his old campaigning associates 
with him occasionally. Dr. Craik and Captain Hngh 
Mercer, to talk of past scenes and discuss the possihility of 
future service. Mercer was already besturing himself in 
disciplining the militia about Fredericksburg, whecre he 
resided. 

Two occasional and important guests at Mount Yemoo, 
in this momentous crisis, were Genezal Charles Lee, of 
whom we have just spoken, and Major Horatio Grates. As 
the latter is destined to occupy an important page in this 
memoir, we will give a few particulars concerning him. 
He was an Englishnian by birth, the son of a captain in 
the British army. Horace Walpole, whose christian name 
he bore, speaks of him in one of his letters as his godson, 
though some have insinuated that he stood in filial rela- 
tionship of a less sanctified character. He had received ft 
liberal education, and, when but twenty-one years of age, 
had served as a volunteer under General Edward Com- 
wallis, Governor of Halifax. He was afterwards captain 
of a New York independent company, with which, it*aay 
be remembered, he marched in the campai^ of BraddocI^ 
in which he was severely wounded. For two or three 
subsequent years he was with his company in the westem 
part of the province of New York, receiving the appoint- 
ment of brigade-major. He accompanied General Monck- 
ton as aide-de-camp to the West Indies, and gained credit 
at the capture of Martinioo. Being despatched to London 
with tidings of the victory, he was rewarded by the ap- 
pointment of major to a regiment of foot ; and afterwards, 
as a special mark of royal favour, a majority in the Eoyal 
iLnaericans. His promotion did not equal his expectations 
and femoied deserts. He was married, and wanted some- 
thing more lucrative, so he sold out on half-pay and became 
an applicant for some profitable post under government, 
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which be hoped to obta^ throngb the inflnenoe of General 
Monckton and some friends ia the aristocracy. Thus 
several years were passed, partly with his fiunily in retire- 
ment, partly in London, paying conrt to patrons and men 
in power, until finding there was no likelihood of success, • 
and having sold his oomvoission and half-pay, he emi- 
grated to Yirginia in 1772, a disappointed man ; purchased 
an estate in Berkeley Counly, beyond the piue Bidge; 
espoiised the popular cause, and renewed his old cam- 
paigning acquaintance with Washington. 

He was now about forty-siz years of age, of a florid 
complexion and goodly presenee, though a little inclined 
to corpulency ; social, insinuating, and somewhat specious 
in his manners, with a strong degree of self-approbation. 
A long course of solicitation ; haunting public offices and 
antechambers, and ''knocking about town," had taught 
him^ it was said, how to wheedle and flatter, and accom- 
modate himself to the humours of others, so as to be the 
boon Companion of gentlemen, and '* hail fellow well met " 
with the vulgar. 

Lee, who was an old friend and former associate in 
arms, had recency been induced by him to purchase an 
estate in his neighbourhood in Berkeley County with a 
view to making it his abode, having a moderate competency, 
a claim to land on the Ohio, and the half-pay of a British 
colonel. Both of these officers, disappointed in the British 
service, looked forward probably to greater success in the 
patriot cause. 

Lee had been at Philadelphia since his visit to Boston, 
and had made himself acquainted with the leading mem- 
bers of Congress during the session. He was evidently 
cultivating an intimacy with every one likely to have in- 
fluence in the approaching struggle. 

To Washington the visits of these gentlemen were ex- 
tremely welcome at this juncture, from their military know- 
ledge and experienpe, especially as much of it had been 
acquired in America, in the same fcind of warfare, if not 
the very same campaigns in which he himself had mingled. 
Both were interested in the popular cause.* Lee was full 
of plans for the organization and disciplining of the militia, 
and occasionally accompanied Washington in his attendance 
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on provincial reviews. He was subsequently very efficient 
at Annapolis in promoting and superintending the organi- 
zation of the Maryland militia. 

It is doubtful whether the visits of Lee were as interest- 
ing to Mrs. Washington as to the general. He was whim- 
sical, eccentric, and at times almost rude ; negligent also, 
slovenly in person and attire ; for though he had occasion- 
ally associated with kings and princes, he had also cam- 
paigned with Mohawks and Cossacks, and seems to have 
relished their " good breeding." What was still more an- 
noying in a well-regulated mansion, he was always followed 
by a legion of dogs, which shared his affections with his 
horses, and took their seats by him when at table. " I 
must have some object to embrace," said he misanthropically. 
** When I can be convinced that men are as worthy objects 
as dogs, I shall transfer my benevolence, and become as 
staunch a philanthropist as the canting Addison affected 
to be."* 

In his passion for horses and dogs, Washington, to a 
certain degree, could sympathize with him, ^md had noble 
specimens of both in his stable and kennel, whioh Lee 
doubtless inspected with a learned eye. Ihmng the season 
in question, Washington, according to his diary, was occa- 
sionally in the saddle at an early hour following the fox- 
hounds. It was the last time for many a year that he was 
to gallop about his beloved hunting-grounds of Moimt Ver- 
non and Belvoir. 

In the month of March the second Virginia convention 
was held at Eichmond* Washington attended as delegate 
from Fairfax County. In this assembly, Patrick Henry, 
with his usual ardour and eloquence, advocated measures 
for embodying, arming and disciplining a militia force, and 
providing for the defence of the colony. " It is useless,'* 
said he, ** to address farther petitions to government, or to 
await the effect of those ali^ady addressed to the throne. 
The time for supplication is passed ; the time for action is 
at hand. We must fight, Mr. Speaker." exclaimed he em- 
phatically ; " I repeat it, sir, we must ffght ! An appeal 
to arms, and to the God of Hosts, is all t^t is left us ! 

* Lee to Adams. Life and Works of Adams, ii., 414» 
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Wafihington joined him in the oonviction, and was one 
of a committee that reported a plan for carrying those mea- 
Bures into effect. He was not an impulsive man to raise 
the battle cry, but liie execntive man to marshal the troops 
into the field, and carry on the war. 

His brother, John Augustine, was raising and disciplin- 
ing an independent company ; Washington offered to ac- 
cept the command of it, should occasion require it to be 
drawn out. He did the same with respect to an independ- 
ent company at Eichmond. " It is my full intention, if 
needful," writes he to his brother, ** to devote my life and 
fortune to the caused • 
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lofatuation in British Councils — Colonel Grant, the Braggart — Coerdye 
Measures — ^Expedition against the Military Magazine at Concord — 
Battle of Lexington— The Cry of Blood through the Land— Old 
Soldiers of the liVench War — John Stark — Israel Putnam — Rising of 
the Yeomanry — Measures of Lord Dunmore in Virginia — Indignation 
^f the Virginians — Hugh Mercer and the Friends of Liberty — Arrival 
of the News of Lexington at Mount Vernon — Effect on Bryan Fair- 
fax, Gates, and Washington. 

While the spirit of revolt was daily gaining strength and 
determination in America, a strange in&tuation reigned in 
British conncils. While the wisdom and eloquence of 
Chatham were exerted in vain in behalf of American rights, 
an empty braggadocio, elevated to a seat in Parliament, 
-was able to captivate the attention of the members, and 
influence their votes by gross misrepresentations of the 
Americans and their cause. This was no other than Colonel 
Grant, the same shallow soldier who, exceeding his instruc- 
tions, had been guilty of a foolhardy bravado before the 
walls of Fort Duquesne, whicb brought slaughter and 
defeat upon his troops. From misleading the army, he was 
now promoted to a station where he might mislead the 
councils of his country. We are told that he entertained 
Parliament, especially the ministerial side of the House, 
with ludicrous stories of the cowardice of Americans. He 

' Letter to John Augustine. Sparks, ii., 405. 
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bad s^red witii them, h/Q eaid, and "k^&w tbem itfell^ and 
would venture to a^j that they would fie^vef dsace to £aoe an 
English army ; that they were destitute of every requisite 
to make good scddiers, and that a very sii^t force would 
be sufficient for their complete reduction. With five regi- 
ments, he could march through all America ! 

How (^n has England been misled to her cost by such 
slanderous misrepresentations of the American ch^^acter! 
Grant talked of having served with the Americans ; had he 
already forgott^i that in the field of £raddoek'« defeat, 
when the British regulars fled, it was alone ttiie despe^te 
stand of a handful of Virginians, which covered th£ar dis- 
graceful flight, and saved them fi:om being overtaken and 
massacred by the savages ? 

This taunting and braggart q>eeoh of Grant was made in 
the fiaoe of the conciliatory bill of the venerable Chatham, 
devised with a view to redress the wrongs of America. 
The councils of the arrogant and scomfol prevailed ; and 
instead of the proposed bm, farther measures of a sb-ingent 
nature were adopted, coercive of some of the middle and 
southern colonies, but ruinous to the trade and fisheries of 
New England. 

At length the bolt, so long suspended, fell I The troops 
jat Boston had been augmented to about four thousand men. 
Goaded on by the instigations of the tories, and alarmed by 
the energetic measures of the whigs. General Gage now re- 
solved to deal the latter a ciippliug blow^. lliis was to 
surprise and destroy their magazine of military stores at 
Concord, about eighteen miles from Boston. It was to be 
effected on the night of the 18th of April, by £l force de- 
tached for the purpose. 

Preparations were made with great secrecy. Boats for 
the transportation of the troops were launched, and moored 
under the stems of the men-of-war. Grenadiers and light 
infantry were relieved from duty, and held in readiness. 
On the 18th, officers were stationed on the roads leading 
from Boston, to prey^t any intelligence of the expedition 
getting into the country. At night orders were issued by 
General Gage that no person should leave the tow;n. About 
ten o'clock, from eight to nine hundred men, grenadiers, 
light io&ntry, and marines, commanded by lieutenant- 
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colonel ^mith, embarked in tlie boats at the foot of Boston 
Common, and crossed to Leckmere Point, in Cambridge, 
whence they were to march silently, and without beat of 
drain, to the place of destination. 

The measures of General Gage had not been shrouded in 
all the secrecy he imagined. Mystery often defeats itself 
by the suspicions it awakens. Ihr. Joseph Warren, one of 
the committee of safety, had observed the preparatory dis- 
position of the boats and troops, and suimised some sinister 
mtention. He sent notice of these movements to Johtt 
Hancock and Samuel Adams, fellow-members of the com- 
mittee of safety, and at that time at Lexington, attending 
the Provincial Congress. A design on the magazine at 
Concord was etuspected, and the committee of safety ordered 
that the cannon collected there should be secreted, and part 
of the stores removed. 

On the night of the 18th, Dr*. Warren sent off two Ines- 
sengers by different routes to give the alarm that the king's 
troops were actually sallying fotth. The messengers got 
out of Boston just before the order of General Gage went 
into effect, to prevent any one from leaving the town. 
About the same time a lantern was hung out of an upper 
window of the north church, in the direction of Charles- 
town. This was a preconcerted signal to the patriots of 
that place, who instantly despatched swift messengers to 
rouse the country. 

In the mean time. Colonel Smith set out on his nocturnal 
march from Lechmere's Point by an unfrequented path 
across marshes, where at times the troops had to wade 
through water. He had proceeded but a few miles when 
alarm guns, booming through the night air, and the clang 
of village bells, showed that the news of his approach was 
travelling before him, and the people were rising. He 
now sent back to General Gage for a reinforcement, while 
Major Pitcaime was detached with six companies to press 
forward, and secure the bridges at Concord. 

Pitcaime advanced rapidly, capturing every one that he 
met or overtook. Within a mile and a half of Lexington, 
however, a horseman was too quick on the spur for him, 
and galloping to the village, gave the alarm that the red- 
coats were coming. Drums were beaten ; guns fired. By 
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the time that Pitcaime entered the village, about seventy 
or eighty of the yeomanry, in military array, were mustered 
on the green near the church. It was a part of the 
*' constitutional army," pledged to resist by force any open 
hostiHty of British troops. Beside these, there were a num- 
ber of lookers on, armed and unarmed. 

The sound of drum, and the array of men in arms, indi- 
cated a hostile determination. Pitcaime halted his men 
within a short distance of the church, and ordered them to 
prime and load. They then advanced at double quick 
time. The major, riding forward, waved his sword, and 
ordered the rebels, as he termed them, to disperse. Other 
of the o£&cers echoed his words as they advanced : " Dis- 
perse, ye villains I Lay down your arms, ye rebels, and 
disperse I" The orders were disregarded. A scene of con- 
fusion ensued, with firing on both sides ; which party com- 
menced it, has been a matter of dispute. Pitcaime always 
maintained that, finding the militia would not disperse, he 
turned to order his men to draw out and surround them, 
when he saw a flash in the pan from the gun of a country- 
man posted behind a wall, and almost instantly the report of 
two or three muskets. These he supposed to be from the 
Americans, as his horse was wounded, as was also a soldier 
close by him. His troops rushed on, and a promiscuous fire 
took place, though, as he declared, he made repeated signals 
with his sword for his men to forbear. 

The firing of the Americans was irregular, and without 
much effect ; that of the British was more flEbtal. Eight of 
the patriots were killed, and ten wounded, and the whole 
put to flight. The victors formed on the common, fired a 
volley, and gave three- cheers for one of the most inglo- 
rious and disastrous triumphs ever achieved by British 
arms. 

Colonel Smith soon arrived with the residue of the detach- 
ment, and they all marched on towards Concord, about six 
miles distant. 

The alarm had reached that place in the dead hour of 
the preceding night. The church bell roused the inhabit* 
ants. They gathered together in anxious consultation. 
The militia and minute men seized their arms, and repaired 
to the parade-ground, near the church. Here they wei^ 
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subsequently joined by armed yeomanzy from Lincoln and 
elsewhere. Ejsertions were now made to remove and con- 
ceal the military Btores. A scout,- who had been sent out 
for intelligence, brought word that the British had fired 
npon the people at Lexington, and were advancing upon 
Concord. There was great excitement and indignation, 
Part of the militia marched down the Lexington road to 
meet them, but returned, reporting their force to be three 
times that of the Americans. The whole of the militia now 
retired to an eminence about a mile from the centre of the 
town, and formed themselves into two battalions. 

About seven o'clock the British came in sight, advancing 
with quick step, their arms glittering in the morning sun. 
They entered in two divisions by different roads. Concord 
is traversed by a river of the same name, having two 
bridges, the north and the south. The grenadiers and 
light' infantry took post in the centre of ttie town, while 
strong parties of light troops were detached to secure the 
bridges, and destroy the military stores. Two hours were 
expended in the work of destruction without much success, 
so much of the stores having been removed or concealed. 
During all this time the yeomanry from the neighbouring 
towns were hurrying in with such weapons as were at 
hand, and joining the militia on the height, until the little 
cloud of war gathering there numbered about four hundred 
and fifty. 

About ten o'clock a body of three hundred undertook to 
dislodge the British from the north bridge. As they ap- 
proached, the latter fired upon them, killing two, and 
woimding a third. The patriots returned the fire with 
spirit and eflFect. The British retreated to the main body, 
the Americans pursuing them across the bridge. 

By this time all the military stores which could be 
found had been destroyed ; Colonel Smith, therefore, made 
preparations for a retreat. The scattered troops were 
collected, the dead were buried, and conveyances procured 
for the wounded. About noon he commenced lus retro- 
grade march for Boston. It was high time. His troops 
were jaded by the night march, and the morning's toils 
and skirmishings. 

The country was thoroughly alarmed. The yeomanry 
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were hmrjing fipom eyery quarter to the scene of action. 
As the Briti^ began tkeir retreat the Americans hegfm 
tlie work of .sore and galling retaliation. Along the open 
road the former were harassed incessantly by rustic marks- 
men, who took deliberate aim from behind trees or over 
stone fences. Where the road passed through woods, the 
British found themselves between two fires, dealt by tm- 
seen foes, the minute men having posted themselves on 
each side among the bushes. It was in vain they threw 
out flankers, and endeavoured to dislodge their assailants ; 
each pause gave time for other pursuers to come within 
reach, and open attacks^ from different quarters. For 
several miles they urged their way along woody defiles, or 
roads skirted with fences and stone walls, the retreat 
growing more and more disastrous ; some were shot down, 
some gave out through mere exhaustion ; the rest hurried 
on, without stopping to aid the fatigued or wotmded. 
Before reaching Lexmgton Colonel Smith received a se- 
vere wound in the 1^, and the situation of the retreating 
troops was becoming extremely critical, when, about two 
o'clock, tiiey were met by lord Percy, with a brigade of 
one thousand men and two field-pieces. His lordship had 
been detached from Boston about nine o'clock by General 
Gage, in compliance with Colonel Smith's urgent call for 
4 reinforcement, and had marohed gaily through Roxbury 
to the tune of "Yankee Doodle," in derision of the 
*' rebels." He now found the latter a more formidable foe 
than he had anticipated. Opening his brigade to the right 
and left, he received the retreating troops into a hollo'W 
square ; where, fainting and exhausted, they threw them- 
selves on the ground to rest. His lordship showed no 
disposition to advance upon their assailants, but contented 
himself with keeping them at bay with his field-pieces, 
which opened a vigorous fire from an eminence. 

Hitherto the Provincials, being hasty levies without a 
leader, had acted from individual impulse, without much 
concert; but now General Heath was upon the grotmd. 
He was one of those authorized to take command when 
the minute men should be called out. That class of com- 
batants promptly obeyed his orders, and he was efficacious 
in rallying them, and bringing them into mOitaiy orderi 
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when checked and scatteied by the fire of the field- 
pieces. 

Dr. Warren, also, arrived on horseback, haying spnired 
^m Boston on receiving news of the skirmishing. In 
the snbsequent part of the day he was one of the most 
active and efficient men in the field. His presence, like 
that of General Heath, regulated the infuriated ardour of 
the militia, and brought it into system. 

Lord Percy, having allowed the troops a short intetval 
for repose and refreshment, continued the retreat toward 
Boston, As soon as he got under march, the galling as- 
saiQt by the pursuing yeomanry was recommenced in 
flank and rear. The British soldiery, irritated in turn, 
acted as if in an enemy's country. Houses and shops 
were burnt down in Lexington ; private dwellings along 
the road were plundered, and their inhabitants maltreated. 
In one instance, an unoffending invalid was wantonly 
plain in his own house. All this increased the exaspera- 
tion of the yeomanry. There was occasional sharp skir* 
mishing, witib bloodshed on both sides, but in general a 
dogged pursuit, where the retreating troops were galled at 
every step. Their march became more and more impeded 
by the number of their wounded. Lord Percy narrowly 
escaped . death from a musket-ball, which 'struck off a 
button of his waistcoat. One of his officers remained 
behind, wounded, in West Cambridge. His ammunition 
was failing as he approached Charlestown. , The provin- 
cials pressed upon him in rear, others were advancing 
from Roxbury, Dorchester, and Milton ; Colonel Pickering, 
with the Essex militia, seven hundred strong, was at 
hand; there was danger of being intercepted in the re- 
treat to Charlestown. The field- pieces were again bronght 
into play to check the ardour of the pursuit ; but they 
were no longer objects of terror. The sliarpest firing of 
the provincials was near Prospect Hill, as the harassed 
enemy hurried along the Charlestown road, eager to reach 
the Neck, and get under cover of their ships. The pur- 
suit terminated a little after sunset, at Charlestown Com- 
mon, where General Heath brought the minute men to a 
halt. Within half an hour more a powerful body of men, 
from Marblehead and Salem, came up to join in the chase. 

z 
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''If the retreat," writes Washington, ''had not been afl 

Erecipitate as it was, — and Grod knows it conld not well 
ave been more so, — the ministerial troops must have sur- 
rendered, or been totally cut off." 

The distant firing from the mainland had reached ibe 
British at Boston. . The troops which, in the morning, 
had marched through Roxbury, to the tune of " Yankee 
Doodle," might have been seen at sunset hounded aloi^ 
the old Cambridge road to Charlestown Neck, -bj mere 
armed yeomanry. Gage was astoimded at the catastrophe. 
It was but a short time previous that one of his officers, 
in writing to friends in England, scoffed at the idea of the 
Americans taking up arms. "Whenever it comes to 
blows," said he, "he that can run the fastest will think 
himself well off, believe me. Any two regiments here 
ought to be decinaated if they did not beat in the field the 
whole force of the Massachusetts province." How fre- 
quently, throughout this* Bevolution, had the English to 
pay the penalty of thus undervaluing the spirit they were 
provoking I 

In this memorable affair the British loss was seventy- 
three killed, one hundred and seventy-four wounded, and 
twenty-six missing. Among the slain were eighteen offi- 
cers. The loss of the Americans was forly-nine killed, 
thirty-nine wounded, and five missing. This was the first 
blood shed in the revolutionary stru^le ; a mere drop in 
amount, but a deluge in its effects, — ^rending the colonies 
for ever from the mother country. 

The cry of blood from the field of Lexington went 
through the land. None felt the appeal more than the old 
soldiers of the French war. It roused John Stark, of New 
Hampshire — ^a trapper and hunter in his youth, a veteran 
in Indian warfare, a campaigner under Abercrombie and 
Amherst, now the military oracle of a rustic neighbour- 
hood. Within ten minutes after receiving the alarm, he 
was spurring towards the sea-coast, and on the way stir- 
ring up the volunteers of the Massachusetts borders, to 
assemble forthwith at Bedford, in the vicinity of Boston. 

Equally alert was his old comrade in frontier exploits. 
Colonel Israel Putnam. A man on horseback, with a 
^rum, passed through his neighbourhood in Connecticut, 
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proclaiming British, violence at Lexington. Fntnam was 
in the field ploughing^ assisted hy his son. In an instant 
the team was nnyoked ; tiie plough left in the fiirrow; the 
lad sent home to give word of his father's departure ; and 
Putnam, on horseback, in his working garb, urging with 
all speed to the camp. Such was the spirit aroused through- 
out the country. The sturdy yeomanry, from all parts, 
were hastening toward Boston with such weapons as were 
at hand ; and happy was he who could command a rusty 
fowling-piece and a powder-horn. 

The news reached Virginia at a critical moment. Lord 
Bunmore, obeying a general order issued by the ministry 
to all the provincial governors, had seized upon the mili- 
tary munitions of the province. Here was a similar 
measure to that of Gage. The cry went forth that the 
subjugation of the colonies was to be attempted. All 
Yirginia was in combustion. The standard of liberty was 
reared in every county ; there was a general cry to arms. 
Washington was looked to, from various quarters, to take 
command. His old comrade in arms, Hugh Mercer, was 
about marching down to Williamsburg, at the head of a 
body of resolute men, seven hundred strong, entitled " The 
friends of constitutional liberty and America," whom he 
had organized and drilled in Fredericksburg, and nothii^ 
but a timely concession of Lord Dunmore, with respect to 
some powder which he had seized, prevented his being 
beset in his palace. 

Before Hugh Mercer and the Friends of Liberty dis- 
banded themselves, they exchanged a mutual pledge to 
reassemble at a moment's warning, whenever called on to 
defend the liberty and rights of this or any other sister 
colony. 

Washington was at Mount Vernon, preparing to set out 
for Philadelphia as a delegate to the second Congress, 
when he received tidings of the aflFair of Lexington. 
Bryan Fairfax and Major Horatio Gates were his guests 
at the time. They all regarded the event as decisive in 
its consequences; but they regarded it with different 
feelings. The worthy and gentle-spirited Fairfax der 
plored it deeply. He foresaw that it must break up all 
his pleasant relations in life ; arraying his dearest friendr 

x2 
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against the govemment to which, notwithstanding the 
errors of its policy, he was loyally attached and resolved 
to adhere. 

Gates, on the contrary, viewed it with the eye of a 
soldier and a place-hnnter — thitherto disappointed in hoth 
capacities. This event promised to open a new avenne to 
importance and command, and he determined to enter 
upon it. 

Washington's feelings were of a mingled nature. They 
may be gathered from a letter to his friend and neighbour, 
George William Fairfax, then in England, in which he 
'lays the blame of this *' deplorable a£fair" on the ministrj 
and their military agents, and conclndes with the follow- 
ing words, in which the yearnings of the patriot give 
affecting solemnity to the implied resolve of the soldier:— 
" Unhappy it is to reflect that a brother's sword has been 
sheathed in a brother's breast ; and that the once happy 
and peaceful plains of America are to be either drenched 
with blood or inhabited by slaves. Sad altematiTe I Bvt 
can a wrtuotts man hesitate m his choice F" 



CHAPTER XXXVni. 



Enlisting of Troops in the East—Camp at Boston — General Artemtt 
Ward— Scheme to surprise Ticonderoga — New HampsluFe GrantB— 
Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys — Benediet AiBold— 
AfEair of Ticonderoga and Crown Point — A T>9^ at St. John's. 

At the eastward, the march of the Eevolution went on 
with accelerated speed. Thirty thousand men had been 
deemed necessary for the defence of the conntry. The 
provincial Congress of Massachusetts resolved to raise 
thirteen thousand six hundred as its quota. Oircnlar 
letters, also, were issued by the committee of safety, urging 
the towns to enlist troops with all speed, and calling for 
military aid from the other New England provinces. 

Their appeals were promptly answered. Bodies of mi- 
litia, and parties of vohmteers from New Hampshire, Bhode 
Island, and Connecticut, hastened to join the mintite men 
of Massachusetts in forming a camp in the- neighbourhood 
of Boston. With the troops of Connecticut came IsFBel 
Putnam; having recently raised a regiment in that pro- 
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Tince, and received from its Assembly the oommifision of 
brigadier-general. Some of bis old comrades- in French 
and Indian warfare bad hastened to join bis standard. Such 
were two of his captains, Durkee and Knowlton. The 
latter, who was bis especial fiEtYonrite, had fought by his 
side when a mere boy. 

The command of the camp was given to G^nered Artemas 
Ward» already mentioned. He was a native of Shrews- 
bury, in Massachnsetts, and a veteran of the seven years' 
war — ^having served as lieutenant-colonel imder Abercrom- 
bie. He had, likewise, been a member of the legislative 
bodies, and had recently been made, by the provincial Con- 
gress of Massachusetts, commander-in-chief of its forces. 

As af&drs were now drawing to a crisis, and war was 
considered inevitable, some bold spirits in Connecticut 
conceived a project for the outset. This was the surprisal 
of the old forts of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, already 
famous in the French war. Their situation on Lake Cham- 
plain gave them the command of the main route to Canada, 
so that the possession of them would be all important in 
case of hostilities. They were feebly garrisoned and negli- 
gently guarded, and abundantly famished with artillery 
and military stores, so much needed by the patriot army. 

This scheme was set on foot in the purlieus, as it were 
of the provincial legislature of, Connecticut, then in ses- 
sion. It was not openly sanctioned by that body, but 
secretly favoured, and money lent from the treasury to those 
engaged in it. A committee was appointed, also, to accom- 
pany them to the frontier, aid them in raising troops, and 
exercise over them a degree of superintendence and con- 

Sixteen men were thus enlisted in Connecticut, a greater 
nomber in Massachusetts, but the greatest accession of 
force was from what was called the "New Hampshire 
Grants." This was a region having the Connecticut Eiver 
on one side and Lake Champlain and the Hudson Eiver on 
the other — ^being, in &ct, the country forming the present 
State of Vermont. It had long been a disputed territory, 
claimed by New York and New Hampshire. George II. 
bad decided in favour of New York ; but the Governor of 
New Hampshire had made grants of between one and two 
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hundred townships in it, whence it had acquired the name 
of the New Hampshire Grants. The settlers on those 
grants resisted the attempts of New York to eject them, 
and formed themselves into an association called *'The 
Green Mountain Boys/' Besoliite, strong-handed fellows 
they were, with Ethan Allen at their head, a native of 
Connecticut, but brought up among the Green Mountains. 
He and his lieutenants, Seth Warner and Bemember Baker, 
were outlawed by the legislature of New York, and re- 
wards offered for their apprehension. They and their 
associates armed themselves, set New York at defiance, 
and swore they would be the death of any one who should 
attempt their arrest. 

Thus Ethan Allen was becoming a kind of Bobin Hood 
among the mountains, when the present crisis changed 
the relative position of things as if by magic. Boundaiy 
feuds were forgotten amid the great questions of colonial 
rights. Ethan Allen at once stepped forward, a patriot, 
and volunteered with his Green Mountain Boys to serve 
in the popular cause. He was well fitted for the enter- 
prise in question by his experience as a frontier cham- 
pion, his robustness of mind and body, and his fearless 
spirit. He had a kind of rough eloquence, also, that was 
very effective with his followers. *' His style," says one, 
who knew him personally, ** was a singular compound of 
local barbarisms, scriptural phrases, and orient wfld- 
ness; and though unclassib, and sometimes ungrammatioal, 
was highly animated and forcible." Washington, in one 
of his letters, says there was " an original something in 
him which commanded admiration." 

Thus reinforced, the party, now two hundred and seventy 
strong, pushed forward to Castleton, a place within a few 
miles of the head of Lake Champlain. Here a council of 
war was held on the 2nd of May. Ethan Allen vvas placed 
at the head of the expedition, with James Easton and Seth 
Warner as second and third in command. Detachments 
were sent off to Skenesborough (now Whitehall), and 
another place on the lake, with orders to seize all the 
boats they could find and bring them to Shoreham, oppo- 
site Ticcmderoga, whither Allen prepared to proceed with 
the main body. 
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At this junctiire another adventtirous spirit arrived at 
Castleton. This was Benedict Arnold, since so sadly 
renowned. He, too, had conceived the project of sur- 
prising Ticonderoga and Crown Point; or, perhaps, had 
canght the idea from its first agitators in Connecticut; — in 
the militia of which province he held a captain's comif is- 
sion. j3e had proposed the scheme to the Massachusetts 
committee of safety. It had met with their approbation. 
They had given l!am a colonel's commission, authorized 
him to raise a force in Western Massachusetts not exceed- 
ing four hundred men, and famished him with money and 
means. Arnold had enlisted but a few officers and men 
when he heard of the expedition from Connecticut being 
on the march. He instantly hurried on with one attendant 
to overtake it, leaving his few recruits to follow, as best 
they could : in this way he reached Castleton just after the 
council of war. 

Producing the colonel's commission received from the 
Massachusetts committee of safety, he now aspired to the 
supreme command. His claims were disregarded by the 
Green Mountain Boys ; they would follow no leader but 
Ethan Allen. As they formed the majority of the party, 
Arnold was fain to acquiesce,' and serve as a volunteer, 
with the rank, but not the command of colonel. 

The party arrived at Shoreham, opposite Ticonderoga, 
on the night of the 9th of May. The detachment sent in 
quest of boats had failed to arrive. There were a few 
boats at hand, with which the transportation waa com- 
menced. It was slow work ; the night wore away ; day 
was about to break, and but eighty-three men, with Allen 
and Arnold, had crossed. Should ^ey wait for the residue, 
day would dawn, the garrison wake, and their enterprise 
might fail. Allen drew up his men, addressed them in his 
own emphatic style, and announced his intention to make 
a dash at the fort, without waiting for. more force. '* It is 
a desperate attempt," said he, '* and I ask no man to go 
against his wiU. I wiU take the lead, and be the first to 
advance. You that are willing to follow, poise your fire- 
locks." Not a firelock but was poised. 

They mounted the hill briskly, but in silence, guided by 
a boy from the neighbourhood. The day dawned as Allen- 
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arrived at a sally port. A sentry palled trigger on bim, 
but his piece missed fire. He retreated through a covered 
way. Allen and his men followed. Another sentry thmst 
at Easton with his bayonet, but was struck down by Allen, 
and begged for quarters. They were granted on condition 
of tiis leading tiie way instantly to the quarters of the 
commandant, Captain Delaplaoe, who was yet in bed. 
Being arrived there, Allen thundered at the door, and 
demanded a surrender of the fort. By' this time his fol- 
lowers had formed into two liniDS on the parade-ground, 
and given three hearty cheers. The commandant appeared 
at his door halfnlressed, *' the frightened face of his pretty 
wife peering over his shoidder." He gazed at Allen in 
bewildered astonishment. '^ By whose authority do yon 
act ?" exclaimed he. " In the name of the Great Jehovah 
and the Continental Congress I" replied Allen, with a 
flourish of his sword, and an oath which we dp not care to 
subjoin. 

There was no disputing the point. The garrison, hkd 
the commander, had been starded from sleep, and made 
prisoners as they rushed forth in their confusion. A 
surrender accordingly took place. The captain, and forfy- 
eight men, which composed his garrison, were sent pri- 
soners to Hartford, in Connecticut. A great supply of 
military and naval stores, so important in the present crisis, 
wsu» found in the fortress. 

Colonel Seth Warner, who had brought over the residue 
of the party from Shoreham, was now sent with a detach* 
ment against Crown Point, which surrendered on the 12th 
of May, without firing a gun ; the whole garrison being a 
sergeant and twelve men. Here were ta^n upward of a 
hundred cannon. 

Arnold now insisted vehemently on his right to command 
Tioonderoga ; being, as he said, the only of&cer invested 
with legal authority. His claims had again to yield to 
the superior popularity of Ethan Allen, to whom the 
Connecticut committee, which had accompanied the enter- 
prise, gave an instrument in writing, investing him with 
the command of the fortress, and its dependencies, until he 
should receive the orders of the Connecticut Assembly, 
or the Continental Congress. Arnold, while forced to 
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acquiesce, sent a protest, and a statement of bis grievances 
to the Massacliusetts Legislature. In the mean time, his 
chagrin was appeased by a new project. The detachment 
o^naUy sJtto sei^ upon boits at SkeneBborough, 
arrived with a schooner, and several batteanx. It was 
immediately concerted between Allen and Arnold to cruise 
in them down the lake, and surprise St. John's, on the 
Sorel Eiver, the frontier post of Canada. The schooner 
was accordingly armed with cannon from the fort. Arnold, 
who had been a seaman in his youth, took the command 
of her, while Allen and his Green Mountain Boys embarked 
in the batteaux. 

Arnold outsailed the oih&t craft, and arriving at St. John's, 
surprised and made prisoners of a sergeant and twelve 
men ; captured a king's sloop of seventy tons, with two 
brass six-pounders and seven men; took four batteaux, 
destroyed several others, and then, learning that troops 
were on the way from Montreal and Chamblee, spread all 
his sails to a &vouring breeze, and swept up the LBike with 
his prizes and prisoners, and some valuable stores, which 
he had s^u^d. 

He ha^ not sailed ;£5tr when he met Ethan Allen and the 
batteaux. Salutes were 'exchanged ; cannoai on one side, 
musketry on ithe other. Allen boai^ed the sloop; learnt 
from Arnold i^iie particulars of his success, mi determined 
to push on, take possession of St. John's, and garrison it 
with one hundr»a of his .Green Mountain Boys. He was 
foiled in the attempt hy the superior force which had 
arrived ; so he returned to his station at Ticonderoga. 

Thus a partisan band, unpractised in the art of war, had, 
by a series of daring exploits, and almost wil^ut the loss 
of a man, won for the pallets the.command of Lakes George 
and Champlain, and thrown cpen tke great highway to 
Canada. 



314 LIFE OP . WASHINGTON. [1775. 



CHAPTER XXXTX, 

Second Session of Congress — John Hancock — Petition to the King— 
Federal Union — Kilitary Measures — Debates about the Army— 
Question as- to Commander-in-Chief — Appointment of Washington 
— Other Appointments — Letters of Washington to his Wife and 
Brother — ^Ih:eparations for Departure. 

The second General Congress assembled at Philadelpliia 
on tlie lOth of May. Peyton Bandolph was again elected 
as president ; but being obliged to return, and occnpy his 
place as speaker of tbe Virginia Assembly, John Hancock, 
of Massachusetts, was elevated to the chair. 

A lingering feeling of attachment to the mother comitry, 
struggling with the growing spirit of self-government, was 
manifestejl in the proceedmgs of this remarkable body. 
Many of those most active in vindicating colonial rights, 
and Washington among the number, still indulged the hope 
of an eventual reconciliation, while few entertained, or, at 
least, avowed the idea of complete independence. 

A second '* humble and dutiful " petition to the king was 
moved, but met with strong opposition. John Adians con- 
demned it as an imbecile measure, calculated to embarrass 
the proceedings of Congress. He was for prompt and 
vigorous action. Other members concurred with him. 
Indeed, the measure itself seemed but a mere form, in- 
tended to reconcile the half-scrupulous, for snbsequentlj, 
when it was carried. Congress, in fece of it, went on to 
assume and exercise the powers of a sover^gn authoiitj. 
A federal union was formed, leaving to each colony the 
right of regulating its inteiTial affairs according to its own 
individual constitution, but vesting in Congress the power 
of making peace or war; of entering into treaties and 
alliances ; of regulating general commerce ; in a word, of 
legislating on all such matters as regarded the security and 
welfare of the whole community. 

The executive power was to be vested in a council of 
twelve, chosen by Congress from among its own members, 
and to hold office for a limited time. Such colonies as had 
not sent delegates to Congress might yet become members 
of the confederacy by agreeing to its conditions. Geoi)?ia, 
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which had hitherto hesitated, soon joined the leagae, which 
thus extended from Nova Scotia to Florida. 

Congress lost no time in exercising their federated 
powers. In virtue of them they ordered tiie enlistment of 
troops, the construction of forts in variotis parts of the 
colomes, the provision of arms, ammunition, and military 
stores ; while to defray the expense of these and other 
measures, avowedly of self-defence, they authorized the 
emission of notes to the amount of three millions of dol- 
lars, beariug the inscription of " The United Colonies;'* 
the £uth of the confederacy being pledged ^Dr their re- 
demption. 

A retaliating decree was passed, prohibiting all supplies 
of provisions to the British fisheries ; and another, de- 
claring the province of Massachusetts Bay absolved from 
its compact with the crown, by the violation of its charter, 
and recommending it to form an internal government for 
itself. 

The pnbHo sense of Washington's military talents and 
experience was evinced in his being chairman of all the 
committees appointed for military affairs. Most of the 
rules and regulations for the army, and the measures for 
defence, were devised by him. 

The situation of the New England army, actually be- 
sieging Boston, became an early and absorbing considera- 
tion. It was without munitions of war, without arms, 
clothing, or pay ; in fa,ct, without legislative countenance 
or encotrragement. Unless sanctioned and assisted by 
Congress, there was danger of its dissolution. If dissolved, 
how could another be collected ? K dissolved, what would 
there be to prevent the British from sallying out of Boston, 
and spreading desolation throughout the country ? 

All this was the subject of much discussion out of doors. 
The disposition to uphold the army was general, but the 
difficult question was who should be commander-in-chief? 
Adams, in his diary, gives us glimpses of the conflict of 
opinions and interests within doors. There was a southern 
party, he said, which could not brook the idea of a New 
England army, commanded by a New England general. 
" Whether this jealousy was sincere," writes he, ** or 
whether it was mere pride, and a haughty ambition of fur- 
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niflhing a fiouthetn general to oommand the northern aimy, 
I cannot say ; but the intention was very visible to me, 
that Colonel Washington was their object ; and so many of 
onr stanchest men were in the plan, that we could cany 
nothing without Conceding to it^ There was another em- 
barrassment, which was never publicly known, and "vdiich 
was carefully concealed by those who knew it ; the Massa- 
chusetts end other New Engldnd delegates were divided. 
Mr. Hancock dad Mr. Cushing hung back, Mr. Faine did 
not come forward, and even Mr. Samuel Adams was inO' 
solute. Mr. Hancock himself had an ambition to be ap* 
pointed commander-in-chief. Whether he thought aa 
election a compliment due to him, and intended to haye 
the honour of declining it, or whether he would have a^ 
cepted it, I know not. To the compliment be had some 
pretensions ; for, at that time, his exertionfl, sacrifices, and 
general merits in the cause of his country had been incom- 
parably greater than those of Colonel Washington. Biit 
the delicacy of his health, and his entire want of experience 
in actual service, though an excellent militia officer, vere 
decisive objections to him in my mind.'* 

General Charles Lee was at that time in Philadelpbia. 
His former visit had made him well acquainted witb the 
leading members of Congress. The active interest he bad 
manifested in the cause was well known, and the public 
had an almost extravagant idea of his militajy quali£ca- 
tions. He was of foreign birth, however, and it was 
deemed improper to confide the supreme oommand to any 
but a native-bom American* In fact, if he was sincere in 
what we have quoted &om his letter to Burke, he did not 
^aspire to such a signal mark of confidence. 

The opinion evidently inclined in &vour of Washington, 
yet it was promoted by no clique of partisans or admireis. 
More than one of the Virginia delegates, says Adams, wore 
cool on the subject of this appointment, and particularly 
Mr« Pendleton was clear and full against it. It is scarcely 
necessary to add, that Washington in this, as in every other 
situation in life, made no step in advance to cdutch uie im- 
pending honour. 

Adams, in hia diary, claims the credit of biingboig the 
members of Congress to a decision^ Bising in his pluoe 
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one day, and stating briefly, but earnestly, the exigencies 
of the case, he moved that Congress shoiQd adopt the army 
at Cambridge, and appoint a general. Thongh this was 
not the time to nominate the person, *' yet,'' adds he, '* ap 
I had reason to believe this was a point of some dilEcnlty, 
I had no hesitation to declare that I had bnt one gentleman 
in my mind for that important command, and that was a 
gentleman from Yiiginia, who wbs among ns and very well 
known to all of ns ; a gentleman, whose skill and expe- 
rience as an officer, whose independent fortune, great 
talents, and excellent xiniversal character would command 
the approbation of all America, and unite the cordial exer- 
tions of all the colonies better than any other person in 
the Union. Mr. Washington, who happened to sit near ^ 
the door, as soon as he heard me allude to him, from his 
usual modesty, darted into the library-room. Mr. Hancock 
who was our president, which gave me an opportunity to 
observe his countenance, while I was speaking on the state 
of the colonies, the army at Cambridge, and the enemy, 
heard me with visible pleasure ; but when I came to de- 
scribe Washington for the commander, I never remarked a 
more sudden and striking change of countenance. Mortifi- 
cation and resentment were expressed as forcibly as his 
fece could exhibit them." 

<« When the subject came under debate, several delegates 
opposed the appointment of Washington, not from personal 
objections, but because the army were all from New Eng- 
land, and had a general of their own. General Artemas 
Ward, with whom they appeared well satisfied, and under 
whose command they had proved themselves able to im- 
prison the British army in Boston, which was all that was 
to be expected or desired." 

The subject was postponed to a future day. In the in- 
terini pains were taken out of doors to obtain a unanimity, 
and the voices were in general so clearly in flavour of Wash- 
ington, that the dissentient members were persuaded to 
withdraw their opposition. 

On the 15th of June tihe army was regularly adopted by 
Congress, and the pay of the commander-in-chief fixed at 
five hundred dollars a month. Many stiU clung to the 
idea that in all these proceedings they were merely oppo- 
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sing ihe measures of tlie miiustry, and not the authority 
of the crown, and thus the army before Boston was de- 
iBignated as the Continental Aimy, in oontradistinction to 
that under General Gbge, which was called the Mimstedal 
Army. 

In this stage of the business Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, 
rose, and nominated Washington for the station of com- 
mander-in-chief. The election was by ballot, and was 
unanimous. It was formally announced to him by the 
president on the following day, when he had taken his seat 
in Congress. Bising in '^ place, he briefly expressed his 
high and grateful sense of tlie honour conferred on him, 
and his sincere devotion to the cause. '' But," added he, 
'* lest some unlucky event should happen un&vourable to 
my reputation, I beg it may be remembered by every gen- 
tleman in the room, that I this day declare, with ihe 
utmost sincerity, I do not think myself equal to the com- 
mand I am honoured with. As to pay, I beg leave to 
assure the Congress that, as no pecuniary consideration 
could have tempted me to accept Ihis arduous employment^ 
at the expense of my domestic ease and happiness, I do not 
wish to inake any profit of it. I will keep an exact acconnt 
of my expenses. Those, I doubt not, they will discharge, 
and that is all I desire." 

'* There is something charming to me in the conduct of 
Washington," writes Adams to a friend ; '* a gentleman of 
one of the first fortunes upon the continent, leaving his 
delicious retirement, his family, and friends, sacrificing his 
ease, and hazarding all in the cause of his country. His 
views are noble and disinterested. He declared, when he 
accepted the mighty trust, that he would lay before us an 
exact account of his expenses, and not accept a shilling of 
pay. 

Four major-generals were to be appointed. Among those 
specified were General Charles Lee and General Ward. 
Mr. Mifl^, of Philadelphia, who was Lee's especial friend 
and admirer, urged that he shoijld be second in command. 
•' General Lee," said he, " would serve cheerftilly under 
Washington ; but considering his rank, character, and ex- 
perience, could not be expected to serve under any other. 
He must be aut aecundusy aut mdlua. 
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Adams, on the other hand, as strenaonsly objected that 
it would be a great deal to expect that General Ward, who 
was actually in command of the army in Boston, should 
serve under any man, but under a stranger he ought not to 
serve. General Ward, accordingly, was elected l£e second 
in command, and Lee the third. The other two major- 
generals were Philip Schuyler, of New York, and Israel 
Patnam, of Coimecticut. Eight bri^tdier-generals were 
likewise appointed ; Seth Fomeroy, Bichard Montgomery, 
David Wooster, William Heath, Joseph Spencer, John 
Thomas, John Sullivan, and Nathaniel Greene. 

Notwithstanding Mr. MifiBin's objection to having Lee 
ranked imder Ward, as being beneath his dignity and 
merits, he himself nuule no scruple to acquiesce ; though, 
judging from his supercilious character, and from circum- 
stances in his subsequent conduct, he no doubt considered 
himself vastly superior to the provincial officers placed 
over him. 

At Washington's express request, his old Mend, Major 
Horatio Gates, tl|Bn absent at his estate in Virginia, was 
appointed adjutant-general, with the rank of brigadier. 

Adams, according to his own account, was extremely 
loth to admit either Lee or Gates into the Ainerican service, 
although, he considered them officers of great experience 
and confessed abilities. He apprehended difficulties, he 
said, from the '* natural prejudices and virtuous attachment 
of our countrymen to their own officers. But," adds he, 
'' considering the earnest desire of General Washington to 
have the assistance of those officers, the extreme attach- 
ment of many of our best friends in the southern colonies 
to them, the reputation they would give to our arms in 
Europe, and especially with the ministerial generals and 
army in Boston, as well as the real American merit of both, 
I could not withhold my vote from either.'* 

The reader will possibly call these" circumstances to 
mind when, on a fature page, he finds how Lee and Gates 
reqciited the friendship to which chiefly they owed their 
appointments. 

Li this momentous change in his condition, which 
suddenly altered all his course of life, and called him 
immediately to tho camp, Washington's thoughts recurred 
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to Mount Vernon and its rural delights, so dear to his 
heart, whence he was to be again exiled. His chief ooH' 
cem, however, was on account of the distress it miglit 
cause to his wife. His letter to her on the subject' is 
written in a tone of manly tenderness. " You may belieTe 
me," writes he, " when I assure you, in the most solemn 
manner, that so far from seeking this appointment, I haye 
used every endeavour in my power to avoid it, not only 
from my unwillingness to part with you and Ihe family, 
but &om a consciousness of its being a trust too great for my 
capacity ; and I should enjoy more real happiness in one 
month with you at home than I have the most distant 
prospect of finding abroad, if my stay were to be seTen 
times seven years. But as it has been a kind of destiny 
that has thrown me upon this service, I shall hope that 
my undertaking it is designed to answer some good pnr- 
pose. * * * * 

•* I shall rely confidently on that Providence which baa 
heretofore preserved, and been bountiful to me, not doubt- 
ing but that I shall return saifo to you in Jhe Fall. I shall 
feel no pain from the toil or danger of the campaign ; my 
unhappiness will flow from the uneasiness I know you will 
feel from being left alone. I therefore beg that you will 
summon your whole fortitude, and pass your time as 
agreeably as possible. Nothing will give me so mucb 
sincere satisfiu^tion as to hear this, and to hear it from jour 
own pen." 

And to his favourite brother, John Augustine, he writes: 
"I am now to bid adieu to you, and to every kind of 
domestic ease, for a while. I am embarked on a wide 
ocean, boundless in its prospect, and in which, perhaps, no 
safe harbour is to be found. I have been caUed upon by 
the unanimous voice of the colonies to take the command of 
the continental army; an honour I neither sought after 
nor desired, as 1 am thoroughly convinced that it requires 
greater abilities, and much more experience, than I am 
master of.** And subsequently, referring to his wife:-**! 
shall hope that my friends will visit, and endeavour to 
keep up the spirits of my wife as much as they can, for my 
departure will, I know, be a cutting stroke upon her ; and 
on this account alone I hare many disagreeable sensatiooa- 
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On the 20th of June, lie receiyed Ids commisdion from 
the president of Congress. The following day was fixed 
upon for his departure for the army. He reviewed pre- 
viously, at the request of their officers, several militia 
companies of horse and foot. Every one was anxious to 
see tilie new commander, and rarely has the public beau ideal 
of a commander been so fully answered. He was now in 
the vigour of his days, forty-three years of age, stately in 
person, noble in his demeanour, calm and dignified in his 
deportment; as he sat his horse, with manly grace, his 
military presence delighted every eye, and wherever ho 
went the air rang with acclamations. 



CHAPTEB XL. 

More Troops arriye at Boston — Generals Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton 
— ^Proclamation of Ghige^— Nature of the American Army — Scornful 
Conduct of the British Officers — ^Project of the Americans to seize 
upon Breed's Hill — ^Putnam^s opinion of it — Sanctioned by Prescott — 
Nocturnal March of the Detachment — Fortifying of Bunkei's Hill — 
Break of day, and astonishment of the Enemy. 

While Congress had been deliberating on the adoption of 
the army, and the nomination of a commander-in-chief, 
events had been thickening and drawing to a crisis in the 
excited region about Boston. The provincial troops which 
blockaded the town prevented supplies by land, the neigh- 
bouring country refused to furnish them by water ; fresh 
provisions and vegetables were no longer to be procured, 
and Boston began to experience the privations of a besieged 
city. 

On tbe 25th of May, arrived ships of war and trans- 
ports from England, bringing large reinforcements, under 
Generals Howe, Burgoyne, and Heniy Clinton, com- 
manders of high reputation. 

As the ships entered the harbour, and the *' rebel camp " 
was pointed out, ten thousand yeomanry -beleaguering a 
town garrisoned by five thousand regulars, Burgoyne could 
not restrain a burst of surprise and scorn. *' W' hat !'* cried 
he, ^'ten thousand peasants keep five thousand king's 
troops shut up I Well* let us get in, and we'll soon find 

elbow room*". 

If 
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Inspirited bj these remforoementSj General Gh^e deter- 
mined to take the field. Previously, however, in con- 
formity to instructions from Lord Dartmouth, the head of 
the war department, he issued a proclamation (12th June), 
putting the province under martial law, threatening to 
treat as rebels and traitors all malcontents who should con- 
tinue under arms, together with their aiders and abettors; 
but offering pardon to all who should lay down their arms, 
and return to their allegiance^ From this pix>ffered 
amnesty, however, John Hancock and Samuel Addons were 
especially excepted ; their offences being pronounced *' too 
fls^tious not to meet with condign punishment." 

This proclamation only served to put the patriots on the 
alert against such measures as might be expected to follow, 
and of which their friends in Boston stood ready to apprise 
them. The besieging force in the mean time, was daily 
augmented by recruits and volunteers, and now amounted 
to about fifteen thousand men distributed at various points. 
Its character and oi^anization were peculiar. As has well 
been observed, it could not be called a national army, for, 
as 3'et, there was no nation to own it ; it was not under the 
authority of the Continental Congress, the act of that body 
recognizing it not having as yet been passed, and the 
authority of that body itself not having been acknow- 
ledged. It was, in fact, a fortuitous assemblage of four 
distinct bodies of troops, belonging to different provinces, 
and each having a leader of its own election. About ten 
thousand belonged to Massachusetts, and were under the 
command of General Artemas Ward, whose head-qnarterB 
were at Cambridge. Another body of troops, under Colonel 
John Stark, already mentioned, came fix)m New Hampshire. 
Ehode Island furnished a third, under the command of 
General Nathaniel Greene. A fourth was from Connecticut, 
under the veteran Putnam. 

These bodies of troops, being from different coloniee, 
were independent of each other, and had their several 
commanders. Those from New Hampshire were instructed 
to obey General Ward as commander-in-chief; with the 
rest it was a voluntary act, rendered in consideration of 
his being military chief of Massachusetts, the province 
which, as allies, iiey came to defend. There was, in fiwt, 
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but little organization in the anny. Nothing kept it to- 
gether, and gave it nnity of action, but a common feeling 
of exasperated patriotism. 

The troops knew but little of military discipline. Almost 
all were familiar with tiie use of fire-arms in hunting and 
fowling ; many had served in frontier campaigns against 
the French, and in "bush-fighting" with the Indians ; but 
none were acquainted with regular service or the discipline 
of European armies. There was a regiment of artillery, 
partly organized by Colonel Gridley, a skilful engineer, 
and fornished with nine field-pieces ; but liie greater part 
of the troops were without military dress or accoutrements; 
most of them were hasty levies of yeomanry, some of whom 
had seized their rifles and fowling-pieces, and turned out 
in their working-clothes and homespun country garbs. It 
was an army of volunteers, subordinate through inclination 
and respect to officers of their own choice, and depending 
for sustenance on supplies sent from their several towns. 

Such was the army spread over an extent of ten or 
twelve miles, and keeping watch upon the town of Boston, 
containing at that time a population of seventeen thotusand 
souls, and garrisoned with more than ten thousand British 
troops, disciplined and experienced in the wars of Europe. 

In the disposition of these forces. General Ward had sta- 
tioned himself at Cambridge, with the main body of about 
nine thousand men and four companies of artillery. Lieu- 
tenant-general Thomas, second in command, was posted, 
with five thousand Massachusetts, Coimecticut, and Rhode 
Island troops, and three or four companies of artillery, 
at Roxbury and Dorchester, forming the right wing of the 
army : while the left, composed in a great measure of New 
Hampshire troops, stretched through Medford to the hills 
of Chelsea. 

It was a great annoyance to the British officers and sol- 
diers, to be thus hemmed in by what they termed a rustic 
rout with calico frocks and fowling-pieces. The same 
scornful and taunting spirit prevailed among them, that the 
cavaliers of yore indulged toward the Covenanters. Con- 
sidering episcopacy as the only loyal and royal faith, they 
insulted and desecrated the ** sectarian" places of worship. 
One was turned into a riding school for the cavalry, and 

y2 
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tiie fire in the stove was kindled with books from the 
library of its pastor. The Provincials retaliated by turning 
the Episcopal church at Cambridge into a barrack, and melt- 
ing down its organ-pipes into bullets. 

Both parties panted for action ; the British through im- 
patience of their humiliating position, and an eagerness to 
chastise what they considered the presnmption of their 
besiegers ; the Provincials through enthusiasm in their 
cause, a thirst for enterprise and exploit, and, it must be 
added, an unconsciousness of their own military deficiencies. 

We have already mentioned the peninsula of Charles- 
town (called from a village of the same name), which lies 
opposite to the no]?th side of Boston. The heights, which 
swell up in rear of the village, overlook the town and ship- 
ping. The project was conceived in the besieging camp 
to seize and occupy those heights. A council of war was 
held upon the subject. The arguments in favour of the 
attempt were, that the army was anxious to be employed ; 
that tiie country was dissatisfied with its inactivity, and 
that the enemy might thus be drawn out to ground where 
they might be fought to advantage. General Putnam was 
one of the most strenuous in favour of the measure. 

Some of the more wary and judicious, among whom were 
General Ward and Dr. Warren, doubted the expediency of 
intrenching themselves on those heights, and the possi- 
bility of maintaining so exposed a post, scantily furnished, 
as they were, with ordnance and anamunition. Besides, it 
might bring on a general engagement, which it was not 
safe to risk. 

Putnam made light of the danger. He was confident of 
the bravery of the militia if intrenched, having seen it tried 
in the old French war. ** The Americans," said he, "are 
never afraid of their heads ; they only think of their legs; 
shelter them, and they'll fight for ever." He was seconded 
by General Pomeroy, a leader of like stamp, and another 
veteran of the French war. He had been a hunter in his 
time ; a dead shot with a rifie, and was ready to lead troops 
against the enemy, " with five cartridges to a man." 

The daring councils, of such men are always captivating 
to the inexperienced ; but in the present instance, they were 
sanctioned by one whose opinion in such matterSy and in 
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this vicinity, possessed peculiar weight. This waa Colonel 
William Prescott, of Pepperell, who commanded a regiment 
of minute men. He, too, had seen service in the French 
war, and acquired reputation as a lieutenant of infantry at 
the capture of Cape Breton. This was sufficient to consti- 
tute him an oracle in the present instance. He was now 
about fifty years of age, tall and commanding in his appear- 
ance, and retaining the port of a soldier. What was more, 
he had a military garb ; being equipped with a three- 
cornered hat, a top wig, and a single-breasted blue coat, 
with facings and lapped up at the skirts. All this served 
to give him consequence among the rustic militia officers 
with whom he was in council. , 

His opinion, probably, settled the question ; iand it was 
determined to seize on and fortify Bunker's Hill and Dor- 
chester Heights. In deference, however, to the su^es- 
tions of the more cautious, it was agreed to postpone 
the measure until they were sufficiently supplied with 
the munitions of war to be able to maintain the heights 
when seized. 

Secret intelligence hurried forward the project. General 
Gage, it was said, intended to take possession of Dorchester 
Heights on the night of the 18th of June. These heights 
lay on the opposite side of Boston, and the committee were 
ignorant of their localities. Those on Charlestown Neck, 
being near at hand, had some time before been reconnoitred 
by Colonel Eichard Gridley, and other of the engineers. 
It was determined to seize and fortify these heights on the 
night of Friday, the 16th of June, in anticipation of the 
movement of General Gage. Troops were draughted for 
the purpose from the Massachusetts regiments of Colonels 
Prescott, Frye, and Bridges. There was also a fatigue 
party of about two hundred men from Putnam's Connecticut 
troops, led by his favourite officer. Captain Knowlton ; 
together with a company of forty-nine artillery men with 
two field-pieces, commanded by Captain Samuel Gridley. 

A little before sunset the troops, about twelve hundred 
in all, assembled on the common, in front of General 
Ward's quarters. They came provided wdth packs, 
blankets and provisions for four-and-twenty hours, but 
ignorant of the object of the expedition. Being all 
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paraded, piayerp were offered up by the Eeverend Fresi- 
dent Langdon, of Harvard College ; ctfter which thej all 
set forward on their silent march. 

Colonel Prescott, from his experience in militaiy 
matters, and his beii^ an ofiScer in the Massachusetts 
line, had been chosen by General Ward to conduct the 
enterprise. His written orders were to fortify Bunker's 
Hill, and defend the works until he should be relieved. 
Colonel Bichard Gridley, the chief engineer, who had 
likewise served in the French war, was to accompany him 
and plan the fortifications. - It was understood that rein- 
forcements and refreshments would be sent to the &tig«e 
party in the morning. 

The detachment left Cambridge about 9 o'clock* Colonel 
Prescott taking the, lead, preceded by two sergeants with 
dark lanterns. At Charlestown Neck they were joined 
by Major Brooks, of Bridges' regin^ent, and General Put- 
nam ; and here were the wagons laden with intrenching 
tools, which first gave the men an indication of the nature 
of the enterprise. 

Charlestown Neck is a narrow isthmus, connecting the 
peninsula with the main land ; having the Mystio Biver, 
about half a mile wide, on the north, and a hirgQ embay- 
ment of Charles Biver on the south or right side. 

It was now necessary to proceed with the utmost 
caution, for they were coming on ground over mrhich the 
British kept jealous watch. They had erected a battery 
at Boston on Copp's Hill, immediately opposite to Chi»'le6- 
town. Five of their vessels of war were stationed so as 
to bear upon the peninsula from different directions, and 
the guns of one of them swept the isthmus, or narrow neck 
just mentioned. 

Across this isthmus, Colonel Prescott conducted the 
detachment undiscovered, and, up the aspect of Bunker's 
Hill. This commences at the Neck, and slopes up for 
about three hundred yards to it^ sumn^it, which is about 
one hundred and twelve feet high. It then declines 
toward the south, and is connected by a ridge with Breed's 
Hill, about sixty or seventy feet high. The crests of the 
two hills are about seven hundred yards apart. 

On attaining the heights, a que8tio^ rq^ which of Iho 
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two they should proceed to fortify. Bunker's Hill was 
specified in the written orders given to Colonel Prescott by 
General Ward, but Breed's Hill was much nearer to 
Boston, and had a better command of the town and shipping. 
Bunker's Hill, also, being on the upper and narrower part 
of the peninsula, was itself commanded by the same ship 
which raked the Neck. Putnam was clear for commencing 
at Breed's Hill, and makiug the principal work there, 
while a minor work might be thrown up at Bunker's Hill, 
as a protection in the rear, and a rallying point, in case of 
being driven out of the main work. Others concurred 
with this opinion, yet there was a hesitation in deviating 
from the letter of their orders. At length Colonel Gridley 
became impatient; the night was waning; delay might 
prostrate the whole enterprise. Breed's Hill was then 
determined on. Gridley marked out the lines for the 
fortifications ; the men stocked their guns ; threw off their 
packs ; seized their trenching-tools, and set to work with 
great spirit ; but so much time had been wasted in discus- 
sion, that it WES midnight before they struck the first spade 
into the ground. 

Prescott, who felt the responsibility of his charge, 
almost despaired of carrying on these operations undis- 
covered. A party was sent out by him silently to patrol 
the shore at the foot of the heights, and watch for any 
movement of the enemy. Not willing to trust entirely to 
the vigQai^ce of others, he twice went down during the 
night to the water's edge ; reconnoitering everything scru- 
pulously, and noting every sight and sound. It was a 
warm, still, summer's night ; the stars shone brightly, but 
everything was quiet. Boston was buried in sleep. The 
sentry's cry of " All's well" could be heard distinctly from 
its shores, together with the drowsy calling of the watch 
on board of &e ships of war, and then all would relapse 
into silence. Satisfied that the enemy were perfectly 
unconscious of what was going on upon the hill, he 
returned to the works, and a little before daybreak called 
in the patrolling party. 

So spiritedly, though silently, had the labour been 
carried on, that by morning a strong redoubt was thrown 
up as a main work, flanked on the left by a breastwork. 
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partly cannon-proof, extending down the crest of Breed's 
Hill to a piece of marshy ground called the Slough. To sap- 
port the right of the redoubt, some troops were thrown into 
the Tillage of Charlestown, at the southern foot of the hill. 
The great object of Prescott's solicitude was now attained, 
a sufficient bulwark to screen his men before they should 
be discovered ; for he doubted the possibility of keeping 
raw recruits to their post, if openly exposed to the fire of 
artUlery, and the attack of disciplined troops. 

At dawn of day, the Americans at work were espied by 
the sailors on board of the ships of war, and the alarm was 
given. The captain of the Lively, the neetrest ship, with- 
out waiting for orders, put a spring upon her cable, and 
bringing her guns to bear, opened a ^e upon the hill. 
The other ships and a floating battery followed his example. 
Their shot did no mischief to the works, but one man, 
among a nimiber who had incautiously ventured outside, 
was HQed. A subaltern reported his death to Colonel 
Prescott, and asked what was to be done. ** Bury him," 
was the reply. The chaplain gathered some of his military 
flock aroTmd him, and was proceeding to perform suitable 
obsequies over the "first martyr,'* but Prescott ordered 
that the men should disperse to their work, and the 
deceased be buried immediately. It seemed shocking to 
men accustomed to the funeral soljemnities of peaceful life 
to bury a man without prayers, but Prescott saw that the 
sight of this man suddenly shot down had agitated the 
nerves of his comrades, unaccustomed to scenes of war. 
Some of them, in fact, quietly left the hill, and did not re- 
turn to it. 

To inspire confidence by example, Prescott now mounted 
the parapet, and walked leisurely about, inspecting the 
works, giving directions, and talking cheerfally with the 
men* In a little while they got over their dread of cannon- 
balls, and some even made them a subject of joke, or rather 
bravado ; a species of sham courage occasionally manifested 
hj young soldiers, but never by veterans. 

The cannonading roused the town of Boston. General 
Gage could scarcely believe his eyes when he beheld on the 
opposite hill a fortification full 'of men, which had sprung 
up in the course of the night* As he reconnoitred it 
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througli a glass from Gopp's Hill, the tail figure of Prescott, 
in military garb, walking the parapet, caught his eye. 
" Who is that officer who appears in command ? " asked he. 
The question was answered by Counsellor Willard, Pres- 
cott*s brother-in-law, who was at hand, and recognized his 
relative. "Will he fight?" demanded Gage, quickly. 
** Yes, sir ; he is an old soldier, and will fight to the last 
drop of blood ; but I cannot answer for his men." 

" The works must be carried ! " exclaimed Gage. 

He called a council of war. The Americans might 
intend to cannonade Boston from this new fortification ; it 
was unanimously resolved to dislodge them. How was 
this to be done? A majority of the council, including 
Clinton and Grant, advised that a force should be landed 
on Gharlestown Neck, under the protection of their 
batteries, so as to attack the Americans in rear, and cut dlf 
their retreat. General Gage objected that it would place 
his trpops between two armies ; one at Cambridge, superior 
in numbers, the other on the heights, strongly fortified. 
He was for landing in front of the works, and pushing 
directly up the hill ; a plan adopted through a confidence 
that raw militia would never stand their ground against 
the assault of veteran troops ; another instance of under- 
valuing the American spirit, which was to cost the enemy 
a lamentable loss of life. 



CHAPTEE XLI. 
Battle of Bunker's Hill. 



The sound of drum and trumpet, the clatter of hoofs, the 
rattling of gun-carriages, and all the other military din and 
bustle in the streets of Boston, soon appnsed the .Ajnericans 
on their rudely fortified height of an impending attack. 
They were ill fitted to withstand it, being jaded by the 
night's labour and want of sleep; hungry and thirsty, 
having brought but scanty supplies, and oppressed by the 
heat of the weather. Prescott sent repeated messages to 
General Ward, asking reinforcements and provisionb. 
Putnam seconded the request in person, urging the exigen- 
cies of the case. Ward hesitated. He feared to weaken 
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his main body at Cambridge, as hid military stores were 
deposited there, and it might have to sustain the principal 
attack. At length, having taken advice of the council of 
safety, he issued orders for Colonels Stark and Eead, then 
at Medford, to march to the relief of Frescott with their 
New Hampshire regiments. The orders reached Medford 
about eleven o'clock. Ammunition was distributed in all 
haste ; two flints, a gill of powder, and flfbeen balls to each 
man. The balls had to be suited to the different calibres 
of the guns ; the powder to be carried in powder-homB, or 
loose in the pocket, for there were no cartridges prepared. 
It was the rude turnout of yeoman soldiery destitute of 
regular accoutrements* 

in the moan while, the Americans on Breed's Hill were 
sustaining the Are from the ships, and from the battery on 
Copp's Hill, which opened upon them about ten o'clock. 
They returned an occasional shot from oiue comer of the 
redoubt, without much harm to the enemy, and continued 
strengthening their position until about 11 o'clock, when 
they ceased to work, piled their intrenching tools in the 
rear, and looked out anxiously and impatiently for the 
anticipated reinforcements and supplies. 

About this time General Putnam, who had been to bead- 
quarters, arrived at the redoubt on horeebaok. Some 
words passed between him and Prescott with regard to the 
intrenching tools, which have been variously reported. 
The most probable version is, that he urged to have them 
taken from their present place, where they might fall into 
the hands of the enemy, and carried to Bunker's Hill, to 
be employed in throwing up a redoubt, which was part of 
the origmal plan, and which would be very important 
should file troops be obliged to retreat from Breed's HilL 
To this Prescott demurred that those employed to conTcy 
them, ond who were already jaded with toil, might not 
return to his redoubt. A large part of the tools were 
idtimately carried to Bunker's Hill, and a breastwork 
commenced by order of General Putnam. The importance 
of such a work was afterwards made apparent. 

About noon the Americans descried twenty-eight baiges 
crossing from Boston in parallel lines. They contained a 
large detachment of grenadiers, rangers, and light infiintiyi 
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admirably equipped, and commanded by Major-general 
Howe. They made a splendid and formidable appearance 
with their scarlet imiforms, and the sun flashing upon 
muskets and bayonets, and brass fleld-pieces, A heavy 
Are from the ships and batteries covered their advance, 
but no attempt was made to oppose them, and they landed 
about 1 o'clock at Moidton*s Point, a little to the north of 
Breed's Hill. 

Here General Howe made a pause. On reconnoitering 
the works from this point, the Americans appeared to be 
much more strongly posted than he had imagined. He 
descried troops also hastening to their assistance. These 
wore the New Hampshire troops, led on by Stark. Howe 
immediately sent over to General Gage for more forces, 
and a supply of cannon-balls ; those brought by him being 
found, through some egregious oversight, too large for the 
ordnance. While awaiting their arrival, refreshments were 
served out to the troops, with " grog," by the bucketful ; 
and tantalizing it was, to the hungry and thirsty pro- 
vincials, to look down from their ramparts of e€ui5i, and 
see their invaders seated in groups upon the grass eating 
and drinking, and preparing themselves by a hearty meal 
for the coming encounter. Their only consolation was 
to take advantage of the delay, while the ^nemy wer^ 
carousing to strengthen their position. The breastwork on 
the left of the redoubt extended to what was called the 
Slough, but beyond this, the ridge of the hill, and the 
slope towards Mystic River, were undefended, leaving a 
pass by which the enemy might turn the left flank of the 
position, and seize upon Bunker's Hill, Putnam ordered 
his chosen of&cer, Captain Knowlton, to cover this pass 
with the Connecticut troops imder his command. A novel 
kind of rampart, savouring of rural device, was suggested 
by the rustic general. About six hundred feet in tiie rear 
of the redoubt, and about one hundred feet to the left of 
the breastwork, was a post and rail-fence, set in a low 
foot-wall of stone, and extending down to Mystic River. 
The posts and rails of another fence were hastily pulled 
up, and set a few feet in behind this, and the intermediate 
space was filled up with new-mown hay from the adjacent 
meadowfu This dcjubk &nce, it will be fgiind, proved m 
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important protection to the redoubt, although there still 
remained an unprotected interval of about seven hundred 
feet. 

While Knowlton and his men were putting up this fence, 
Putnam proceeded with other of his troops tb throw up 
the work on Bunker's Hill, despatching his son. Captain 
Putnam, on horseback, to hurry iip the remainder of hie 
men from Cambridge. By this time his compeer in French 
and Indian warfare, the veteran Stark, made his appear- 
ance with the New Hampshire troops, five hundred strong. 
Ho had grown cool and wary with age, and his march 
from Medford, a distance of five or six miles, had been in 
character. He led his men at a moderate pace to bring them 
into action fresh and vigorous. In crossing the Neck, 
which was enfiladed by the enemy's ships and batteries, 
Captain Dearborn, who was by his side, suggested a quick 
step. The veteran shook his head: "One fresh man in 
action is worth ten tired ones," replied he, and marched 
steadily on. 

Putnam detained some of Stark's men to aid in throwing 
up the works on Bimker*s Hill, and directed him to rein- 
force Knowlton with the rest. Stark made a short speech 
to his men now that they were likely to have warm work. 
He then pushed on, and did good service that day at the 
rustic bulwark. 

About two o'clock, Warren arrived on the heights, ready 
to engage in their perilous defence, although he hkd op- 
posed the scheme of thoir occupation. He had recently 
been elected a major-general, but had not received his 
commission ; like Pomeroy, he came to serve in the ranks 
with a musket on his shoulder. Putnam offered him the 
command at the fence ; he declined it, and merely asked 
where he could be of most service as a volunteer. Putnam 
pointed to the redoubt, observing there he would be under 
cover. ** Don't think I seek a place of safety," replied 
Warren, quickly ; "where will the attack be hottest?" 
Putnam still pointed to the redoubt. "That is the 
enemy's object ; if that can be maintained, the day is ours." 

Warren was cheered by the troops as he entered the 
redoubt. Colonel Prescott tendered him the commandi 
He again declined. " I have come to serve only as ft 
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volunteer, and shall be happy to learn from a soldier of 
your experience.'* Such were the noble spirits assembled 
on these perilous heights. 

The British now prepared for a general assault. An easy 
victory was anticipated; the main thought was, how to 
make it most effectual. The left wing, commanded by 
General Pigot, was to mount the hill and force the redoubt, 
while General Howe, Avith the right vdng, was to push on 
between the fort and Mystic Eiver, turn the left flank of 
the Americans, and cut off their retreat. 

General Pigot, accordingly, advanced up the hill under 
cover of a Are from ffeld-pieces and howitzers planted on a 
small height near the landing-place on Moulton's Point. 
His troops commenced a discharge of musketry while yet 
at a long distance from the redoubts. The Americans 
within the works, obedient to strict command, retained 
their fire imtil the enemy were within thirty or forty paces, 
when they opened upon them with a tremendous volley. 
Being all marksmen, accustomed to take deliberate aim, 
the slaughter was immense, and especially fatal to officers. 
The assailants fell back in some confusion ; but, rallied 
on by their officers, advanced within pistol shot. Another 
volley, more effective than the first, made them again 
recoil. To add to their confusion, they were galled by a 
flanking &re from the handful of provincials posted in 
Charlestovm. Shocked at the carnage, and seeing the con- 
fusion of his troops. General Pigot was urged to give the 
word for a retreat. 

In the meanwhile. General Howe, with the left wing, 
advanced along Mystic Eiver towards the fence where 
Stark, Eead, and Knowlton were stationed, thinking to 
carry this slight breastwork with ease, and so get in the 
rear of the fortress. His artillery proved of little avail, 
being stopped by a swampy piece of ground, while his 
columns suffered from two or three field-pieces with which 
Putnam had fortified the fence. Howe's men kept up a fire 
of musketry as they advanced ; but, not taking aim, their 
shot passed over the heads of the Americans. The latter 
had received the same orders with those in the redoubt, not 
to fire until the enemy should be within thirty paces. 
Some few transgressed the command. Putnam rode up 
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and swore he would cut down the next man that fired con* 
trary to orders. When the British arrived within the 
stated distance a sheeted fire opened upon them from rifies, 
muskets, and fowling-pieces, all levelled with deadly aim. 
The carnage, as in the other instance, was horrible. The 
British were thrown into confusion and fell back ; some 
even retreated to the boats. 

There was a general pause on the part of the Britii^. 
The American officers availed themselves of it to prepare 
for another attack, which must soon be made. Prescott 
mingled among his men in the redoubt, who were all in 
high spirits at the severe check they had given " the re- 
gulars.'' He praised them for their stedfastness in main- 
taining their post, and their good conduct in reserving 
their fire until the word of command, and exhorted them 
to do the same in the next attack. 

Putnam rode about Bunker's Hill and its skirts, to rally 
and bring on reinforoements which had been checked or scat- 
tered in crossing Chadestown Neck by the raking fire from 
the ships and iKttteries. Before many could be brought to 
the scene of action the British had commenced their second 
attack. They again ascended the hill to storm the redoubt ; 
their advance was covered as before by discharges of 
artillery. Charlestown, which had annoyed them on their 
first attack by a flanking fire, was in flames, by shells 
thrown from Copp's Hill, and by marines from the ships. 
Being built of wood, the place was soon wrapped in a 
general conflagration. The thunder of artillery from bat- 
teries and ships, the bursting of bomb-shells; the sharp 
discharges of musketry ; the shouts and yells of the com- 
batants; the crash of burning buildings, and the dense 
volumes of smoke, which obscured the summer sun, all 
formed a tremendous spectacle. " Sure I am," said Bur- 
goyne in one of his letters, — *• Sure I am nothing ever has 
or ever can be more dreadfully terrible than what was to 
be seen or heard at this time. The most incessant discharge 
of guns that ever was heard by mortal ears." 

The American troops, although unused to war, stood un- 
dismayed amidst a scene where it was bursting upon them 
with all its horrors. Reserving their fire as before, until 
the enemy was close at hand, they again poured forth 
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repeated volleys with the fatal aim of sharpshooters. Th^ 
British stood the first shock, and contuiued to advance; 
bnt the incessant stream of fire staggered them. Their 
officers remonstrated, threatened, and even attempted to 
goad them on with their swords, but the havoc was too 
deadly; whole ranks were mowed down; many of the 
officers were either slain or wounded, and among them 
several of the staff of General Howe« The troops again 
gave way and retreated down the hill. 

All this passed under the eye of thousands of spectators 
of both sexes and all ages, watching from afar every turn 
of a battle in which the lives of those most dear to them 
were at hazard. The British soldiery in Boston gazed 
with astonishment and almost incredulity at the resolute 
and protracted stand of raw militia whom they had been 
taught to despise, and at the havoc made among their own 
veteran troops. Every convoy of wounded brought over 
to the town increased their consternation, and General 
Clinton, who had watched the action from Copp*s Hill, 
embarking in a boat, hurried over as a volunteer, taking 
with him reinforcements. 

A third attack was now determined on, though some of 
Howe*s officers remonstrated, declaring it would be down- 
right butchery. A different plan was adopted. Instead 
of advancing in front of the redoubt, it was to be taken in 
flank on the left, where the open space between the breast- 
work and the fortified fence presented a weak point. It 
having been accidentally discovered that the ammunition 
of the Americans was nearly expended, preparations Were 
made to carry the works at the point of the bayonet ; and 
the soldiery threw off their knapsacks, and some even 
their coats, to be more light for action. 

General Howe, with the main body, now made a feint 
of attacking the fortified fence , but while a part of his 
force was thus engaged, the rest brought some of the field- 
pieces to enfilade the breastwork on the left of the redoubt. 
A raking fire soon drove the Americans out of this exposed 
place into the enclosure. Much damage, too, was done in 
the latter by balls which entered the sallyport. 

The troops were now led on to assail the works ; those 
who flinched were, as before, goaded on by the swords of 
the officers. The Americans again reeerved their fire until 
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their assailants were close at band, aiid then made a miir* 
derous volley, by which several officers were laid low, and 
General Howe himself was wounded in the foot. The 
British soldiery this time likewise reserved their fire and 
rushed on with fixed bayonet. Clinton and Pigot had 
reached the southern and eastern sides of the redoubt, and 
it was now assailed on three sides at once. Prescott 
ordered those who had no bayonets to retire to the back 
part of the redoubt and fire on the enemy as they showed 
themselves pn the parapet. The first who mounted ex- 
claimed in triumph, '* The day is ours !" He was instantly 
shot down, and so were several others who mounted about 
the same time. The Americans, however, had fixed their 
last roimd, llieir ammunition was exhausted; and now 
succeeded a desperate and deadly struggle, hand to hand, 
with bayonets, stones, and the stocks of their muskets. 
At length, as the British continued to pour in, Prescott 
gave the order to retreat. His men had to cut their way 
through two divisions of the enemy who were getting in 
rear of the redoubt, and they received a destructive volley 
from those who had formed on the captured works. By 
that volley fell the patriot Warren, who had distinguished 
himself throughout the action. He was among the last to 
leave the redoubt, and had scarce done so when he was 
shot through the head with a musket-ball, and fell dead on 
the spot. 

While the Americans were thus slowly dislodged from 
the redoubt. Stark, Bead, and Knowlton maintained their 
groimd at the fortified fence; which, indeed, had been 
nobly defended throughout the action. Pomeroy distin- 
guished himself here by his sharpshooting until his musket 
was shattered by a ball. The resistance at this hastily 
constructed work was kept up after the troops in the re- 
doubt had given way, and imtil Colonel Prescott had left 
the hill ; thus defeating General Howe's design of cutting 
off the retreat of the main body ; which would have pro- 
duced a scene of direful confusion and slaughter. Having 
effected their purpose, the brave associates at the fence 
abandoned their weak outpost, retiring slowly, and dis- 
puting the ground inch by inch, with a regularity remark- 
able in troops many of whom had never before been in 
action. 
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The main retreat was across Bunker's Hill, where Pat* 
nam had endeavoured to throw up a bieastwork. The 
veteran, sword in hand, rode to the rear of the retreating 
troops, regardless of the halls whistling about him. His 
only thought was to rally them at the imfinished works. 
*' Halt ! make a stand here !" cried he, *' we can check them 
yet. In God's ncone, form and give them one shot more." 

Pomeroy, wielding his shattered mnsket as a trancheon, 
seconded him in his efforts to stay the torrent. It was 
impossible, however, to bring the troops to a stand. They 
continxied on down the hill to the Neck and across it to 
Cambridge, exposed to a raking fire from the ships and 
batteries, and only protected by a single piece of ordnance. 
The British were too exhausted to pnrsne them; they 
contented themselves with taking possession of Bunker's 
HUl, were reinforced from Boston, and threw up additional 
works during the night. 

We have collected the preceding facts from various 
sources, examining them carefully, and endeavouring to 
arrange them with scrupulous fidelity. We may appear 
to have been more minute in the account of the battle 
than the number of troops engaged would warrant ; but it 
*was one of ,the most momentous conflicts in our revolu- 
tionary history. It was the first regular battle between 
the British and the Americans, and most eventfiil in its 
consequences. The former had gained the ground for 
which they contended; but, if a victory, it was more 
disastrous and humiliating to them than an ordinary de- 
feat. They had ridiculed and despised their enemy, re- 
presenting them as dastardly and inefficient; yet here 
their best troops, led on by experienced officers, had 
repeatedly been repulsed by an inferior force of that 
enemy, — mere yeomanry, — ^from works thrown up in a 
single night, and had suffered a loss rarely paralleled in 
battle with the most veteran soldiery; for, according to 
their own returns, their killed and wounded, out of a 
detachment of two thousand men, amounted to one thou- 
sand and fifty-four, and a large proportion of them officers. 
The loss of the Americans did not exceed four hundred 
•and fifty. 

To the latter Hiis defeat, if defeat it might be called, had 
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ibe elBwi of a triomph. It gate ihem oonfidence in ifaem- 
eelves snd ooaseqtienoe in the eyes of their enemies. Thej 
had proved to thenuielTes and to otliera that thej odnld 
measure weapons irith ilie disciplined soldiero of Ensope, 
and infliot the most hann in the oonfiiofc. 

Among the British offioers slain was Major Pitcaine, 
who, at Lexington, had shed the first hlood in the Beifo- 
Intionaiy war. 

In the death of Warren the Amerieans had to kment 
the loss of a distingmshed patriot and a most estuaable 
man. It was deplored as a pnblio calamity. His fiieod 
Mbridge Gerry had endeavonred to dissiukde him from 
risking his life in this perilous oonfiiot. " Duloe et deoomin 
est pro patria mori," replied Warren, as if he had foreseen 
his £Ebte — a fitte to be enried by tlmee ambitioiis of ai 
honourable fame. He was one of Hht first who £b11 in the 
glorions canse of his coimtry, and his name ham beoone 
eonseorated in its history. 

There has been much disoossion <^ the reiatrve meriti of 
the Amerieaa offioeis engaged in this affair — ^a difi&^nlt 
question where no one appears to have had the geneni 
command. Presoott oondncted the troops in the m^ 
enterprise ; he anperintended the bdHdiBg of liie redow 
and defended it thrcmghont the battle; his name, Iheie- 
fore, will erer shine most coasspicuons, and deservedly flo. 
oii Hub bi%ht page of our Bevolntumary Idstory, 

Putnam, also« was a leading spirit tirronghout the affiur; 
one of the first to prompt and of the fast to Tnaintum it 
He appears to have been active and efficient at every 
point ; sometimes fortifying, sometimes hxni!ying up rein- 
forcements; inspiriting the men by his prosenoa wliile 
they were able to maintain their ground, and figbtisg 
gallantly at the outpost to cover their retreat. The hra^ 
old man, riding about in the heat of the action, on this 
sultry day, *'with a hanger belted across his bnvny 
shoulders, over a waratooat without sleeves," has been 
sneered at by a cont^nporary, ^as mudi fitter to head » 
band of sickle-mi^i or ditchers than musketeers." ^ But 
this very description illustrates his character, and idai- 
tifies him with the times and the service. A yeoiBtt 
WianioT fiesh fFom the ^cmgh, in tlie garb <^ rand hdiMar ; 
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a patriot biave and gezierons, but rong^ and ready, wlio 
thou^t not of hiiQBeK in time of danger, but waa r^sid j to 
serve in any way, and to sacrifice official rank and self- 
^rification to the good of the oause. He waa eminently 
a soldier for the oocasion*. His name has Igng been a 
fayourite one wiih young and old ; one of l^e talismanio 
names of the Eeyolution, the very mention of which is like 
the sound of a trumpet. Such names are the precious 
jewels of our history, to be garnered up among the trea- 
sures of the nation, and kept immaculate from the tarnish- 
ing breath of the cynic and the doubter. 



CHAPTER XLH. 



Depatrfciire from Fbiladelpbiar— Aneodotes of Q«ii«nl BebAjUt-^ Lte 
— TidingB of Bunker Hill— Military Coimdla— -Population of New 
York — The Johnson Family — Gbyemor Tryon — Arriyal at New 
York — ^Military InstmotionB to Schuyler— Arriyal at the Camp. 

Is a preceding chapter we left Washington preparing to 
depart £rom Philadelphia for the army before Boston. He 
Bet out on horseback on the 21st of June, having for 
nulitary companions of his journey Major-generals Lee 
and Schuyler, and being accompanied for a distance by 
several private Mends. As an escort he had a " gentleman 
troop" of Philadelphia, commanded by Captain Markoe, 
the whole formed a brilliant cavalcade. 

General Schuyler was a man eminently calculated to 
sympathize with Washington in all his patnotio views and 
feelings, and became one of his most fidthful coadjutors. 
Bpro^ &om one of the earliest and most respectable Dutch 
&milies which colonized New York, all his interests and 
affections were identified with the countiy. He had 
received a good education ; applied himself at QXk early age 
to the exact sciences, and became versed in finance, 
military engineering;, and political economy. He was one 
^ those native-bom soldiers who had acquired experience 
in that American school of arms, the old French war. 
^en but twenty-two years of age he commanded a 
^(napany of New York levies under Sir William Johnson, 
^ Mohawk renown, which gave him an early opportunity 
^ becoming acquainted with the Indian tribes, their 

z2 
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oonntiy and their policy. In 1758 he was in Aberorombie's 
expedition against Ticonderoga, sbccompanying Lord Yift- 
coimt Howe as chief of the commissariat department ; a 
post well qualified to give him experience in the business 
part of war. When that gallant young nobleman feU on 
the banks of Lake George, Schuyler conveyed his corpse 
back to Albany and attended to his honourable obsequies. 
Since the close of the French war he had served hk 
country in various civil stations, and been one of the most 
zealous and eloquent vindicators of colonial rights. He 
was one of the ** glorious minority" of the New York 
General Assembly; George Clinton, Colonel Woodhull, 
Colonel Philip Livingston, and others ; who, when that 
body was timid and wavering, battled nobly against 
British influence and oppression. His last stand had been 
recently as a delegate to Congress, where he had served 
with Washington on the committee to prepare rules and 
regulations for the army, and where the latter had wit- 
nessed his judgment, activity, practical science, and sincere 
devotion to the cause. 
Many things concurred to produce perfect harmony of 
' operation between these distmguished men. They were 
nearly of the same age, Schuyler being one year the 
youngest. Both were men of agricultural, as well as 
military tastes. Both were men of property, living at 
their ease in little rural paradises; Washington on the 
grove-clad heights of Mount Yemen, Schuyler on the 
pastoral banks of the upper Hudson, where he had a noble 
estate at Saratoga, mherited from an uncle ; and the old 
£5tmily mansion, near the city of Albany, half hid amoi^ 
ancestral trees. Yet both were exiling themselves from 
these happy abodes, and putting life and fortune at hazard 
in the service of their country. 

Schuyler and Lee had early military recollections to 
draw them together. Both had served under Abercrombie 
in the expedition against Ticonderoga. There was some 
part of Lee's conduct in that expedition which both he 
and Schuyler might deem it expedient at this moment to 
forget. Lee was at that time a young captain, naturally 
presumptuous, and flushed with the arrogance of military 
power. On his march along the banks of the Hudson, he 
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aoted as if in a oonqnered oonntry ; impressing horses and 
oxen, and seizing npon supplies, without exhibiting any 
proper warrant. It was enough for him, ''they were 
necessary for the service of his troops." Should any one 
question his right, the reply was a Tolley of execrations. 

Among those who experienced this soldierly treatment 
was Mrs. Schuyler, the aunt of the general; a lady of 
aristooratical station, revered throughout her neighhour- 
hood. Her cattle were impressed, herself insulted. She 
had her revenge. After the unfortunate affair at Tioon- 
deroga, a numher of the wounded were brought down 
along the Hudson to the Schuyler mansion. Lee was among 
the number. The high-minded mistress of the house never 
alluded to his past conduct. He was received like his 
brotbeiT officers witii the kindest sympathy. Sheets, and 
tabl&-eloths were torn up to serve as bandages. Every 
thing was done to alleviate their sufferings. Lee's cynic 
heart was conquered. *' He swore in his vehement manner 
that he was sure there would be a place reserved for Mrs. 
Schuyler in heayen, though no other woman should be 
there, and that he should wish for nothing better than to 
share her final destiny.**^ 

Seventeen years had since elapsed, and Lee and the 
nephew of Mrs. Schuyler were again allied in military 
service, but under a different banner ; and recollections ol 
past times must have given peculiar interest to their present 
intercourse. Li &ct, the journey of Washington with his 
associate* generals, experienced like him in the wild ex- 
peditions of the old French war, was a revival of early 
campaigning feelings. 

They had scarcely proceeded twenty miles from Phila- 
delphia when they were met by a courier, spurring with 
all speed, bearing despatches from the army to Congress, 
communicating tidings of the battle of Bunker's Hill. 
Washington eagerly inquired particulars; above all, bow 
acted the militia ? When told that they stood their ground 
bravely; sustained the enemy's fire — reserved their own 
until at close quarters, and then delivered it with deadly 
effect ; it seemed as if a weight of doubt and solicitude were 

^ Memoira of an Amerioan lady (Mrs. Qrant, of Laggan,) vol. si, 
ahi^ik. 
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lifted from his heart ** The liberties of the countiy are 
safe 1" exclaimed he. 

The news of the battle of Bunker's Hill had startled the 
whole country ; and this clattering cavalcade, escorting the 
commander-in-chief to the army, was the gaze and wonder 
of eveiy town and village. 

The journey may be said to have been a continual council 
of war between Washington and the two generals. Even 
the contrast in character of the two latter made them regard 
questions from different points of yiew. Schuyler, a 
warm-hearted patriot, with everything staked on the cause; 
Lee, a soldier of fortune, indifferent to the ties of home 
and country, drawing his sword without enthusiasm ; more 
through resentment against a government which had difl- 
appointed him, than zeal for liberty or for colonial rights. 

One of the most frequent subjects of conversation was 
the province of New York. Its power and position ren- 
dered it the great link of the confederacy ; what measures 
were necessary for its defence, and most calculated to 
secure its adherence to the cause ? A lingering attachment 
to the crown, kept up by the influence of Britieh merchants, 
and military and civil functionaries in royal pay, had 
rendered it slow in coming into the colonial compact; and 
it was only on the contemptuous dismissal of their state- 
ment of grievances, unheard, that its people had thrown off 
their allegiance, as much in sorrow as in anger. 

No person was better fltted to give an account of the 
interior of New York than General Schuyler; and the 
hawk-eyed Lee during a recent sojourn had made its 
capital somewhat of a study ; but there was much yet for 
both of them to leam. 

The population of New York was more varied in its 
elements than that of almost any other of the provinces, 
and had to be cautiously studied. The New Yorkers were 
of a mixed origin, and stamped with the peculiarities of 
their respective ancestors. The descendants of the old 
Dutch and Huguenot £Eimili,es, the earliest settlers, were 
still among the soundest and best of the population. Thej 
inherited the love of liberty, civil and religious, of their 
forefathers, and were those who stood foremost in the 
present struggle for popular rights. Such were the Jsjf^^ 



1775.] PSOPLB OF MEW TORE. 343 

the Bensons, the Beekmans, the Hofimans, the Van Homee, 
the Boosevelts, the Bujokinks, tlie Pintaxcls, the Yateses, 
and others whose names figure in the patriotic documents 
of the day. Some of them, doubtless, cherished a remem- 
brance of the time when their forefathers were lords of the 
land, and felt an innate propensity to join in resistance to 
the gOYemment by which their supremacy had been oyer- 
tamed. A great proportion of the more modem families, 
dating from the down&ll of the Dutch government in 
1664, were English and Scotch, and among these were 
many loyal adherents to the crown. Then there was a 
mixture of the whole, produced by the intermarriages of 
upwards of a century, which partook of every shade of 
chaiacter and sentiment. The operations of foreign com- 
merce, and the regular communications with the mother 
country through packets and ships of war, kept these 
elements in constant action, and contributed to produce 
that mercurial temperament, that fondness for excitement, 
and proneness to pleasure, which distinguished them from 
their neighbours on either side — the austere Puritans of 
New England, and the quiet ** Friends" of Pennsylvania. 

There was a power, too, of a formidable kind within the 
interior of the province, which was an object of much 
solicitude. This was the *^ Johnson Family." We have 
repeatedly had occasion to speak of Sir William Johnson, 
his majesty*s general agent for Ikidian a£fairs, of his great 
wealth, and his almost sovereign sway over the Six Na- 
tions. He had originally received that appointment 
through the influence of the Schuyler family. Both Gene- 
rals ^huyler and Lee, when young men, had campaigned 
with him ; and it was among the Mohawk warriors, who 
rallied under his standard, that Lee had beheld his vaunted 
models of good-breeding. 

In the recent difficulties between the crown and colonies. 
Sir William had naturally been in favour of the govern- 
ment which had enriched and honoured him, but he had 
viewed with deep concern the acts of Parliament which 
were goading the colonists to armed resistance. In the 
height of his solicitude, he received despatches ordering 
him, in case of hostilities, to enlist the Indians in the cause 
of government To tiie agitation of feelings produced by 
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fbese oTdeip many Imve attrilmted a strpko of apoplexy, of 
which ho died, on the 11th of July, 1774, about a jm 
before the timQ of which we are treattog. 

His son and heir. Sir John Johnaon, and his sonA^inrlav, 
Colonel Guy Johnson and Colonel Claus, felt none of th« 
reluotanoe of Sir William to use harsh measures in support 
of royalty. They lived in a degree of rude feudid style in 
stone mansions capable of defence, situated on the Mohawk 
Biver and in its vicinity ; they had many Scottish High' 
landers for tenants ; and among their adherents were violent 
men, such as the Butlers of Tryon county, and Brant, tbfl 
Mohawk sachem, since famous in Indian warfare, Thay 
had recently gone about with armed retainers, overawing 
and breaking up patriotic assemblages, and It yras knovn 
ihey could at any time bnug a force of warriors iu ibo 
field. 

Becent accounts stated that Sir John was fortifying the 
old fiimily hall at Johnstown with swivels, and had a hnn* 
dred and fifty Boman Catholic Highlanders quartered in 
and about it, all armed and ready to obey his orders. 

Colonel Ouy Johnson, however, was the most active and 
sealous of the family. Pretending to apprehend a design 
on the part of the New England people to surprise and can^ 
him off, he fortified his stone mansion on the Mohawk, 
called Guy's Park, and assembled there a part of his militia 
regiment, and other of his adherents, to the number of fi^o 
hundred. He held a great Indian oounoil there, likewisOt 
in which the chiefs of the Six Nations recalled tibie fiiend- 
ship and good deeds of the late Sir Williun Johnson, and 
avowed their determination to stand by and defend evexy 
branch of his family. 

As yet it was uncertain whether Colonel Guy really in- 
tended to take an open part in the appeal to arms. Should 
he do so, he would carry with him a great force of the 
native tribes, and might almost domineer over the frontier. 

Tryon, the governor of New York, was at present abaent 
in England, having been called home by the ministry ^o 
give an accoimt of the affairs of the province, and to receivo 
instiniotions for its management. He was a toiy in lieart» 
and had been a zealous opponent of all colonial movsnents, 
aud his talentBi and address gave him great, infiaenoa otw 
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an important part of the commimily. Should he letmii 
with hostile instmotions, and should he and the Johnsons 
co-operate, the one oontrolling the bay and harbonr of New 
York and the waters of the Hudson by means of ships and 
land forces; the oilers overrunning the valley of the 
Mohawk and the regions beyond Albany with savage hordes, 
this great central province might be wrested from the oon- 
federacy. and aU intercourse bzoken off between the eastern 
and southern colonies. 

All these circumstances and considerations, many of 
which came under discussion in the course of this militaiy 
journey, rendered the command of New York a post of espe- 
cial trust and importance, and determined Washington to 
confide it to Oeneral Schuyler. He was peculiarly fitted for 
it by his militaiy talents, his intimate knowledge of the 
province and its concerns, especially what related to the 
upper parts of it, and his experience in Indian affedrs. 

At Newark, in the Jerseys, Washington was met on the 
25th by a committee of the provincial Congress, sent to 
conduct him to the city. The Oongress was in a per- 
plexity. It had in a manner usurped and exercised the 
powers of Governor Tryon during Yob absence, while at the 
same time it professed allegiance to the crown which had 
appointed him. He was now in the harbour, just arrived 
from England, and hourly expected to land, Washington, too, 
was approaching. How were these double claims to cere- 
monious respect happening at the same time to be managed ? 

In this dilemma a regiment of militia was turned oiit, 
and the colonel instructed to pay military honours to which- 
ever of the distinguished fdnctionaries should first arrive. 
Washington was earlier than the governor by several hours, 
and received those honours. Peter Van Bui^h Livingston, 
president of the New York Congress, next delivered a 
congratulatory address, the latter part of which evinces the 
cautious reserve with which, in these revolutionary times, 
military power was intrusted to an individual: — 

^* Confiding in you, sir, and in the worthy generals imme 
diately under your conmiand, we have the most fiattering 
hopes of success in the glorious struggle for American 
liberty, and the fullest assurances that whenevsr this important 
contest shall he decided hy that fondest wish of each American soid^ 
an aooommodation with our moiher oowvtry^ tfou toilV cJteeffvMy re* 
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tign tine iapcrtcmt deposit oommitted into y^fr handsy and ntumM 
iha character of cur wortkieH ciOzmJ^ 

The foUowix^ was Washington's reply, in behalf of him- 
self and his geneials, to this part of the address : — 

'* As to the &tal, but necessary operations of war, when 
we assumed the soldier, we did not lay aside the ciiizen; 
and we shall most sincerely rejoice widi you in that happy 
hour» when the establishment of Am«rioan liberty on due 
most firm and solid foundations, shall enable us to retam 
to our private stations^ in the bosom of afree, peaoefiil, and 
hwpy country." 

The landing of OoTemor Txyon took place about ei^t 
o'clock in the evening. The military bonours were repeated, 
he was received with great respect by the mayor and com- 
mon council, and transports of loyalty by those devoted to 
the crowxL It was unknown what instructions he hA 
received from the ministxy, but it was rumoured that a 
large force would soon arrive from England, sabject to bis 
directions. At this very moment a ship of war, the Asia, 
lay anchored opposite the city; its grim battezies bearing 
upon it, greatly to the disquiet of the &int-hearted among 
itk inhabitants. 

In this situation of afSurs Washingtcm was happy to leave 
such an efficient person as General Sdmyler in earning of 
the place. According to hii^ instructions, the latter was to 
make returns once a month, and oftener, should circnmr 
stances require it, to Washington, as eommander-in-obief, 
and to the Continental Congress, of the forces under him, 
and the state of bis supplies ; and to send the earliest 
advices of all events of importance. He was to keep a waiy 
eye on Colonel Guy Johnson, and to counteract any pre- 
judicial influence he might exercise over the Indmns. 
With respect to Governor Tryon, Washing^tcm binted at a 
bold and decided line of conduct. *' If forcible measures 
are judged necessary relucting the person of the governor, 
I should have no difficulty in ordering them, if the Conti- 
nental Congress were not sitting; but as that is the case, 
and the seizing of a governor qml» a mm thing ^ I must refer yon 
to that body for direction." 

Had Coz^ess thoc^t proper to direct such a measore, 
Schuyler certainly would have been the man to execute it 

At New Yeark, Washington had learned all the details of 
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the battle of Bunker's Hill ; they quickened his impatience 
to arrive at the camp. He departed, therefore, on die 26th, 
accompanied by General Lee, and escorted as far as Kings- 
bridge, the termination of New York Island, by Markoe's 
Philadelphia light horse, and several companies of militia. 
In the mean time the provincial Congress of .Massa- 
chusetts, then in session at Watertown, had made arrange- 
ments for the expected arrival of Washington. The students 
of Harvard College having returned home on the breaking 
out of hocrtilities, the house of the president of that institu- 
tion, at Cambridge, had been fitted up ad bead-quarters for 
the commander-in-chief and a temporary residence of Lee. 
The Congress had likewise sent on a deputation which met 
Washington at Springfield, on the frontiers of the province, 
and provided escorts and accommodations for bun along 
the road. Thus honourably attended from town to town, 
and escorted by volunteer companies and cavalcades of 
gentlemen, he arrived at Watertown on the 2nd of Jtdy, 
where he was greeted by Congress with a congratulatoiy 
address, in which, however, was frankly stated the undisci- 
plined state of the army he was summoned to command. 
An address of cordial welcome was likewise made to 
General Lee. 

The ceremony over, Washington was again in the saddle, 
and escorted by a troop of Hght horse and a cavalcade of 
citizens, proceeded to the head-quarters provided for him 
at Cambridge^ three miles distant. As he entered the con- 
fines of the camp the shouts of the multitude and the 
thundering of artillery gave note to the enemy beleaguered 
in Boston of his arrival. 

His military reputation had preceded him and excited 
great expectations. They were not disappointed. His 
personal appearance, notwithstanding the dust of travel, 
was calculated to captivate the public eye. Ab he rode 
^^ugh the camp, amidst a throng of officers, he was the 
admiration of the soldiery and of a curious throng collected 
from the surrounding oeuntry, Happy was the country- 
man who could get a full view of bun to carry home an 
; account of it to his neighbours. "I have been much 
I gratified this day with a view of General Washington," 
^tes a contemporary chronicler. " His excellency was 
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on horseback, in company with several military gentlemen. 
It was not difficult to distingnish him from all others. He 
is tall and well proportioned, and his personal appearance 
truly noble and majestic." * 

The fair sex were still more enthusiastic in their admira- 
tion, if we may judge from the following passage of a 
letter written by the intelligent and accomplished wife of 
John Adams to her husband : '' Dignity, ease and compla- 
cency, the gentleman and the soldier, look agreeably 
blended in him. Modesty marks every line and feature 
of his face. Those lines of Dryden instantly occurred to 

me: 

" Mark his majestic fabric ! He*s a temple 
Sacred by birth, and built by hands divine; 
His soul's the deity that lodges there; 
Nor is the pile imworthy of the Qod" 

With Washington, modest at all times, there was no 
false excitement on the present occasion ; nothing to call 
forth emotions of self-glorification. The honours and con- 
gratulations with which he was received, the acclamations 
of the public, the cheerings of the army, only told him how 
much was expected from him ; and when he looked round 
upon the raw and rustic levies l\e was to command, " a 
mixed multitude of people, under very little discipline, 
order, or government," scattered in rough encampments 
about hill and dale, beleaguering a city garrisoned by 
veteran troops, with ships of war anchored about its har- 
bour, and strong outposts guarding it, he felt the awfiil 
responsibility of his situation, and the complicated and 
stupendous task before him. He spoke of it, however, not 
despondingly nor boastfully and with defiance ; but with 
that solemn and sedate resolution, and that hopeful reliance 
on Supreme Goodness, which belonged to his magnanimous 
nature. The cause of his country, he observed, had called 
him to an active and dangerous duty, but he trusted that 
Divine Providence, which wisely orders the affairs of mtUj xdoM 
enahlehim to discharge it withfidditt/ and srtocess. • 

* Thacher, — Military Journal. 

* Letter to Governor Trumbull. — Sparks, iii,, 31, 
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CHAPTER XLIIL 

Waahiogton takes oommand of the Armies — Sketch of General Lee — 
Characters of the Britbh Oommaaders, Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne 
— Survey of the Camps from Prospect Hill — The Camps contrasted — 
Description of the Reyolutionary Army — Rhode Ldand Troops — 
Character of General Greene— Washington represents the deficiencies 
of the Army — His Apology for the Massachusetts Troops — Governor 
Trumbull — Cragie House, Washington's Head-quarters. 

On the 3rd of July, the morning after his arrival at 
Cambridge, Washington took formal command of the army. 
It was drawn up on the Common about half a mile from 
head-quarters. . A multitude had assembled there, for as 
yet military spectacles were novelties, and the camp was 
fall of visitors, men, women, and children, &om all parts 
of the countiy, who had relatives among the yeoman 
soldiery. 

An ancient elm is still pointed out, under which Washing-* 
ton, as he arrived from head-quarters accompanied by 
General Lee and a numerous suite, wheeled his horse, and 
drew his sword as commander-in-chief of the armies. We 
have cited the poetical description of him furnished by the 
pen of Mrs. Adams; we give her sketch of his military 
compeer — ^less poetical, but no less graphic. 

" General Lee looks like a careless, hardy veteran ; and 
by his appearance brought to my mind his namesake, 
Chatles Xll. of Sweden. The elegance of his pen fsu* 
exceeds that of his person."^ 

Accompanied by this veteran campaigner, on whose 
military judgment he had great reliance, Washington 
visited the different American posts, and rode to the 
heights, commanding views over Boston and its environs, 
being anxious to make himself acquainted with the strength 
Mid relative position of both armies : and here we will give 
I few particulars concerning the distinguished commanders 
i^th whom he was brought immediately in competition^ 

Congress, speaking of them reproachfully, observed, 
* Three of England's most experienced generals are sent 
Id wage war with their fellow-subjects." The first here 

I ' Mrs. Adams to John Adams, 1775. 

2a 
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alluded to was the Honourable William Howe* next in 
command to Gage. He was a man of a fine presence, six 
feet lugh, well proportioned, and of graceful deportment 
He is said to have been not unlike Washington in appear- 
ance, though wanting his energy and activity. He lacked 
also his air of authority ; but affability of manners, and a 
generous disposition, made him popular with both officers 
and soldiers. 

There was a sentiment in his favour even among Ameri- 
cans at the time when he arrived at Boston. It was 
remembered that he was brother to the gallant and gene* 
reus youth, Lord Howe, who fell in the flower of his days, 
on the banks of Lake George, and whose untimely death 
had been lamented throughout the colonies. It was re- 
membered that the general himself had won reputation in 
the same campaign, commanding the light infantry under 
Wolfe, on the famous plains of Abraham. A moumM 
feeling had therefore gone through the country, when 
General Howe was cited as one of the British commanders, 
who had most distinguished themselves in the bloody 
battle of Bunker's Hill . Congress spoke of it with generous 
sensibility, in their address to the people of Ireland already 
quoted. ** America is amazed," said they, *' to find the 
name of Howe on the catalogue of her enemies — she loved his 
hither ! " 

General Henry Clinton, the next in command, was 
grandson of the Earl of Lincoln, and son of George 
Clinton, who had been Governor of the Province of New 
York for ten years, from 1743. The general had seen 
service on the continent in the Seven Years' War, He 
was of short stature, and inclined to corpulency; with a 
frdl face, and prominent nose. His manners were reserved, 
and altogether he was in strong contrast with Howe, and 
by no means so popular. 

Burgoyne, the other British general of note, was natural 
son of Lord Bingley, and had entered the army at an early 
age. While ^yet a subaltern, he had made a runaway 
match with a daughter of the Earl of Derby, who threatened 
never to admit the offenders to his presence. In 1758, 
Burgoyne was a lieutenant-colonel of light dragoons. In 
1761, he was sent with a force to aid the Portuguese 
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against the Spaniards, joined the army commanded by the 
Count de la Lippe, and signalized himself by surprising 
and capturing the town of Alcantara. He had since been 
elected to Parliament for the borough of Middlesex, and 
displayed considerable parliamentary talents. In 1772, 
he was made a major-general. His taste, wit, and intelli- 
gence, and his aptness at devising and promoting elegant 
amusements, made him for a time a leader in the gay 
ivorld ; though Junius accuses him of unfair practices at 
the gaming table. His reputation for talents and services 
had gradually mollified the heart of his £Bither-in-law, the 
JBkrl of Derby. In 1774, he gave celebrity to the marriage 
of a son of the Earl with the Lady Betty Hamilton, by 
producing an elegant dramatic trifle, entitled, '' The Maid 
of the Oaks," afterwards performed at Drury Lane, and 
honoured with a biting sarcasm by Horace Walpole. 
*• There is a new puppet-show at Drury Lane," writes the 
-wit, *' as fine as the scenes can make it, and as dull as the 
author could not help making it." ^ 

It is but justice to Burgoyne's memory to add, that, in 
after years, he produced a dramatic work, *' The Heiress," 
-which extorted even Walpole's approbation, who pro- 
Bonnced it the genteelest comedy in l3ie English language. 

Such were the three British commanders at Boston, who 
veere considered especially foimidable ; and they had with 
them eleven thousand veteran troops, well appointed and 
virell disciplined. 

In visitmg the different posts, Washington halted for a 
time at Prospect Hill, which, as its name denotes, com- 
manded a wide view over Boston and the surrounding 
country. Here Putnam had taken his position after the 
battle of Bunker's Hill, fortifying himself with works 
which he deemed impregnable ; and here the veteran was 
enabled to point out to the commander-in-chief, and to 
Lee, the main features of the belligerent region, which lay 
spread out like a map before them. 

Bunker's Hill was but a mile distant to the west ; the 
British standard floating as if in triumph on its summit 
The main force under General Howe was intrenching 

* Walpole to the Hon. W. S. Conway. 

2a2 
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itself strongly about half a mile beyond the place of the 
recent battle. Scarlet uniforms gleamed about the hill; 
tents and marquees whitened its sides. All up there was 
bright, brilliant, and triumphant. At the base of ihe hill 
lay Charlestown in ashes, '' nothing to be seen of that fine 
town but chimneys and rubbish." 

Howe's sentries extended a hundred and fifty yards 
beyond the neck or isthmus, over which the Americans 
retreated after the battle. Three floating batteries in 
Mystic Biver commanded this isthmus, and a twenty-gan 
ship was anchored between the peninsula and Boston. 

General Gage, the commander-in-chief^ -still had his 
head-quarters in the town, but there were few troops there 
besides Burgoyne*s light-horse. A lai^e force, however, 
was intrenched south of the town on the neck leading to 
Boxbury — the only entrance to Boston by land. 

The American troops were irregularly distributed in a 
kind of semicircle eight or nine miles in extent ; the left 
resting on Winter Hill, the most northern post ; the right 
extending on the south to Box"bury and Dorchester Neck. 

Washington reconnoitred the British posts from various 
points of view. Everything about them was in admirable 
order. The works appealed to be constructed with military 
^ science, the troops to be in a high state of discipline ; the 
^ American camp, on the contrary, disappointed hinu He 
had expected to find eighteen or twenty thousand men 
under arms; there were not much more than fourteen 
thousand. He had expected to find some degree of system 
and discipline, whereas all were raw militia. He had 
expected to find works scientifically constructed, and proofe 
of knowledge and skill in engineering ; whereas, what he 
saw of the latter was very imperfect, and confined to the 
mere manual exercise of cannon. There was abundant 
evidence of aptness at trenching and throwing up rough 
defences; and in that way General Thomas had fortified 
Boxbury Neck, and Putnam had strengthened Prospect 
Hill. But the semicircular line which linked the extreme 
posts, was formed of rudely-constructed works, far too 
extensive for the troops which were at hand to man them. 
' Within this attenuated semicircle, the British forces 
lay concentrated and compaot ; and having command of the 
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water, nught suddenly bring their main strength to bear 
upon some weak point, force it, and sever the American 
camp. 

In feet, when we consider the scanty, ill-conditioned, 
and irregular force which had thus stretched itself out to 
beleaguer a town and harbour defended by ships and float- 
ing batteries, and garrisoned by eleven thousand strongly- 
posted veterans, we are at a loss whether to attribute its 
hazardous position to ignorance, or to that dating self-con- 
fidence which at times, in our military history, has snatched 
success in defiance of scientific rule. It was revenge for 
the slaughter at Lexington which, we are told, first 
prompted the investment of Boston. •* The universal 
voice," says a contemporary, " is, starve them out. Drive 
them from the town, and let His Majesty's ships be their 
only place of refuge." 

Li riding throughout the camp, Washington observed 
that nine thousand of the troops belonged to Massachusetts ; 
the rest were from other provinces. They were encamped 
in separate bodies, each with its own regulations, and offi- 
cers of its own appointment. Some had tents, others were 
in barracks, and others sheltered themselves as best they 
might. Many were sadly in want of clothing, and all, said 
Washington, were strongly imbued with the spirit of in- 
subordination, which they mistook fur independence. 

A chaplain of one of the regiments^ has left on record a 
graphic sketch of this primitive army of the Kevolution. 
"It is very diverting," writes he, **to walk among the 
camps. They are as different in their forms, as the owners 
are in their dress ; and every tent is a portraiture of the 
temper and taste of the persons who encamp in it. Some 
are made of boards, and some are made of sail-cloth ; some 
are partly of one, and partly of the other. Again, others 
are made of stone and turf, brick and brush. Some are 
thrown up in a hurry, others curiously wrought with 
wreaths and withes." 

One of the encampments, however, was in striking con- 
trast with the rest, and might vie with those of the British 
for order and exactness. Here were tents and marquees 

> The Key. William Emerson. 
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pitclied in the English style ; soldiers well drilled and well 
equipped ; everything had an air of discipline and subordi- 
nation. It was a body of Bhode Island troops, which had 
been raised, drilled, and brought to the camp by Brigadier- 
general Greene, of that proTinoe, whose subsequent renown 
entitles him to an introduction to the reader. 

Nathaniel Greene was bom in Ehode Island, on the 26th 
of May, 1742. His father was a miller, an anchor-sniith, 
and a Quaker preacher. The waters of the Potowhammet 
turned the wheels of the mill, and raised the ponderous 
sledge-hammer of the forge. Greene in his boyhood fol- 
lowed the plough, and occasionally worked at the forge of 
his father. His education was of an ordinary kind ; but 
having an early thirst for knowledge, he applied himself 
sedulously to various studies, while subsisting by the labour 
of his hands. Nature had endowed him with quick parts 
and a sound judgment, and his assiduity was crowned with 
success^ He became fluent and instructive in conversation, 
and his letters, still extant, show that he held an able pen. 

In the late turn of public afiElodrs, he had caught the 
belligerent spirit prevalent throughout the country. Plu- 
tarch and Cadsar's Commentaries became his delight. He 
applied himself to military studies, for which he was pre- 
pared by some knowledge of mathematics. His ambition 
W6U9 to organize and discipline a corps of militia to which 
he belonged. For this purpose, during a visit to Boston, 
he had taken note of everything about the discipline of the 
British tit)ops. In the month of May, he had been elected 
commander of the Ehode Island contingent of the army of 
observation, and in June had conducted to the lines before 
Boston, three regiments, whose encampment we have just 
described, and who were pronounced the best disciplined 
and appointed troops in the army. 

Greene made a soldier-like address to Washington, wel- 
coming him to the camp. His appearance and manner 
were calculated to make a favourable impression. He was 
about thirty-nine years of age, nearly six feet high, well 
built and vigorous, with an open, animated, intelligent 
countenance, and a £rank, manly demeanour. He may be 
said to have stepped at once into the confidence f the 
commander-in-chief, which he never forfeited, but be«. me 
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one of his most attached, faiihfal, and efficient coadjntoiB 
throiigliont the war. 

Having taken his survey of the anny, Washington "wrote 
to the President of Congress, representing its various defi- 
ciencies, and, among other things, urging the appointment 
of a commisflary-general, a quartermaster-general, a com- 
missary of musters, and a commissary of artillery. Above 
all things, he requested a supply of money as soon as pos- 
sihle. ** I find myself already much embarrassed for want 
of a military chest." 

In one of his recommendations "^e have an instance of 
frontier expediency, learnt in his early campaigns. Speak- 
of the ragged condition of the army, and the difficulty of 
procuring the requisite kind of clothing, he advises that a 
number of hunting-shirts, not less than ten thousand, should 
be provided, as being the cheapest and quickest mode of 
supplying this necessity. " I know nothing in a specula- 
tive view more trivial," observes he, "yet which, if put in 
practice, would have a happier tendency to unite the men, 
and abolish those provincial distinctions that lead to 
jealousy and dissatisfaction." ^ 

Among the troops most destitute were those belonging 
to Massachusetts, which formed the larger part of the army. 
Washington made a noble apology for them. ** This un- 
happy and devoted province," said he, " has been so long 
in a state of anarchy, and the yoke has been laid so heavily 
on it, that great allowances are to be made for troops raised 
under such circumstances. The deficiency of numbers, 
discipline, and stores, can only lead to this conclusion, that 
their spirit has exceeded their strength" 

This apology was the more generous, coming from a 
Southerner ; for there was a dii^position among the South- 
em officers to regard the Eastern troops disparagingly. But 
Washington already felt as commander-in-chief, who looked 
with an equal eye on all ; or rather as a true patriot, who 
was above all sectional prejudices. 

One of the most efficient co-operators of Washington at 
this time, and throughout the war, was Jonathan Trumbull, 
the Governor of Connecticut. He was a well-educated 
man, experienced in public business, who had sat for many 
years in the legislative coimcils of his native province. 
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Misfortime bad cast him down from affluence at an ad- 
vanced period of life, but bad not subdued bis naiiye 
energy. He bad been one of the leading spirits of the 
Bevolution, and the only colonial governor who, at its 
commencement, proved true to the popidar cause. He was 
now sixty-five years of age, active, zealous, devout, a x>atriot 
of the primitive New England stamp, whose religion sanc- 
tified his patriotism. A letter addressed by him to Wash- 
ington, just after the latter had entered upon the command, 
is worthy of the purest days of the Covenanters, •* Con- 
gress," writes he, ** have, with one united voice appointed 
you to the high station you possess. The Supreme Director 
of aU events hath caused a wonderful union of hearts and 
coimsels to subsist among us. 

*' Now, therefore, be strong, and very courageous. May 
the God of the armies of Israel shower down the blessings 
of his Divine providence on you ; give you wisdom and 
fortitude, cover your head in the day of battle and danger, 
add success, convince our enemies of their mistaken mea- 
sures, and that all their attempts to deprive these oolonies 
of their inestimable constitutional rights and liberties, are 
injurious and vain." 

NOTE. 

We are obliged to Professor Felton, of Cambridge^ for coirreetii^ an 
error in our firat volume in regard to Washington's head-quarters, and 
for some particulars concerning a house, associated with the histoiyand 
literature of our country. 

The house assigned to Washington for head-quarters, was that of the 
president of the Provincial Congress, not of the University. It had 
been one of those Tory mansions noticed by the Baroness Beidesel, in 
her mention of Cambridge. ** Seven families, who were connected by 
relationship, or lived in great intimacy, had here finrms, gardens, and 
splendid mansions, and not far off, orchtuxU ; and the buildings were at 
a quarter of a mile distant &om each other. The owners had been in 
the habit of assembling every afternoon in one or other of these houses, 
and of diverting themselves with music or dancing; and lived in 
affluence, in good humour, and without care, until this unfortimate 
war dispersed them, and transformed all these houses into solitaiy 
abodes. 

The house in question was confiscated by Qovemment. It stood on 
the Watertown road, about half a mile west of the college, and has l(«g 
been known as the Cragie House, from the name of Andrew Cragie, a 
wealthy gentleman, who purchased it after the war, and revived its 
former hospitality. He is said to have acquired great influence among 
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the leading xnexnberB of the *' great and general court," by dint of 
jovial dinners. He died long since, but his widow survived until 
^thin fifteen years. She was a woman of much talent and singularity. 
She refused to have the canker-worms destroyed, when they were 
making sad ravages among the beautiful trees on the lawn before the 
house. *' We are all worms," said she, '' and they have as good a right 
here as I have." The consequence was that more than half of the trees 
perished. 

The Cragie House is associated with American literature through 
some of its subsequent occupants, ifer. Edward Everett resided in it 
the first year or two after his marriage. Later, Mr. Jared Sparks, 
during part of the time that he was preparing his collection of Wash- 
ington's writings ; editing a volume or two of his letters in the very 
room from which they were written. Next came Mr. Worcester, 
author of the pugnacious dictionary, and of many excellent books, 
and lastly Longfellow^ the poet, who, having married the heroine of 
Hyperion, purchased the house of the heirs of Mr. Cragie, and re- 
fitted it. 
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Questions of Military Rank — Popularity of Putnam — ^Arrangements at 
Head-quarters — Colonel Mifflin and John Trumbull, Aides-de-camp — 
Joseph Reed, Washington's Secretary and confidential Friend — Gates 
as Adjutant-general — Hazardous situation of the Army — Strength- 
ening of the Defences — Efficiency of Putnam-— Rapid Changes — New 
Distribution of the Forces — Rigid Discipline — Lee and his Cane — His 
idea as to strong Battalions — ^Arrival of Rifle Companies — ^Daniel 
Morgan and his Sharp-shooters — ^Washington declines io detach 
Troops to distant points for their protection — His reasons for so 
doing. 

The justice and impartiality of Washington were called 
into exercise as soon as he entered upon his command, in 
allaying discontents among his general officers, called by 
the recent appointments and promotions made hj the Con- 
tinental Congress. General Spencer was so offended that 
Putnam shonld be promoted over his head, that he left the 
army, without visiting the commander-in-chief; but was 
subsequently induced to return. General Thomas felt 
aggrieved by being outranked by the veteran Pomeroy; 
the latter, however, declining to serve, he found himself 
senior brigadier, and was appeased. 

The sterling merits of Putnam soon made every one 
acquiesce in his promotion. There was a generosity and 
buoyancy about the brave old man that made him a fa- 
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vourite througlioiit the army ; especially with the younger 
officers, who spoke of him familiarly and fondly as *' Old 
Put ;" a soubriquet by which he is called even in on© of 
the private letters of the commander-in-chief. 

The Congress of Massachusetts manifested considerate 
liberality with respect to head-quarters. According to 
their minutes, a committee was charged to procure a 
steward, a housekeeper, and two or three women cooks; 
Washington, no doubt, having brought with him none but 
the black servants who had accompanied him to Phila- 
delphia, and who were but little fitted for New Rngland 
housekeeping. His wishes were to be consulted in regard 
to the supply of his table. This, his station, as com- 
mander-in-chief, required should be kept up in ample and 
hospitable style. Every day a number of his officers dined 
with him. As he was in the neighbourhood of the seat of 
the Provincial Government, he would occasionally have 
members of Congress and other fonctionaries at bis board. 
Though social, however, he was not convivial in his habits. 
He received his guests with courtesy ; but his mind and 
time were too much occupied by grave and anxious con- 
cerns, to permit him the genial indulgence of the table. 
His own diet was extremely simple. Sometimes nothing 
but baked apples or berries, with cream and milk. He 
would retire early from the board, leaving an aide-de-camp 
or one of his officers to take his place. Colonel Mifflin was 
the first person who officiated as aide-de-camp. He was a 
Philadelphia gentleman of high respectability, who had 
accompanied him from that city, and received his appoint- 
ment shortly after their arrival at Cambridge. The secQjjd 
aide-de-camp was John Trumbull,* son of the Grovemor w 
Connecticut. He had accompanied General Spencer to the 
camp, and had caught the favourable notice of Washington 
by some drawings which he had made of the enemy's 
works. " I now suddenly found myself," writes Trumbull, 
*' in the family of one of the most distinguished and dig- 
nified men of the age ; surrounded at his table by the prin- 
cipal officers of the army, and in constant intercourse with 
them — it was further my duty to receive company, and do 

* In after years distinguished as a historical painter. 
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the honours of the house to many of the first people of the 
country of both sexes." Trumbull was young, and unac- 
customed to society, and soon found himself, he says, un- 
equal to the elegant duties of his situation; he gladly 
exchanged it, therefore, for that of major of brigade. 

The member of Washington's family most deserving of 
mention at present, was his secretary, Mr. Joseph Beed. 
With this gentleman he had formed an intimacy in the 
course of his visits to Philadelphia, to attend the sessions 
of the Continental Congress. Mr. Eeed was an accom- 
plished man, had studied law in America and at the 
Temple in London, and had gained a high reputation at 
the Philadelphia bar. In the dawning of the Bevolution 
he had embraced the popular cause, and carried on a cor- 
respondence with the Earl of Dartmouth, endeavouring to 
enlighten that minister on the subject of colonial afiairs. 
He had since been highly instrumental in rousing the 
Philadelphians to co-operate with the patriots of Boston. 
A sympathy of views and feelings had attached him to 
Washington, and induced him to accompany him to the 
camp. He had no definite purpose when he left home, and 
his friends in Philadelphia were surprised, on receiving a 
letter from him written from Cambridge, to find that he 
had accepted the post of secretary to the commander-in- 
chief. 

They expostulated with him by letter. That a man in 
the thirty-fifth year of his age, with a lucrative profession, 
a young wife and growing family,* and a happy home, 
should suddenly abandon all to join the hazardoufi for- 
tunes of a revolutionaiy camp, appeared to them the height 
of infatuation. They remonstrated on the peril of the step. 
" I have no inclination," replied Beed, •* to be hanged for 
half treason. When a subject draws his sword against his 
prince, he must cut his way through, if he means to sit 
down in safety. I have taken too active a part in what 
may be called the civil part of opposition, to renounce, 
without disgrace, the public cause when it seems to lead to 
danger ; and have a most sovereign contempt for the man 
who can plan measures he has not the spirit to execute." 

Washington has occasionally been represented as cold 
and reserved ; yet his intercourse with Mr. Beed is a proof 
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to the oontmry. His Mendsbip towards him was &ank 
and cordial, and the confidence he reposed in him fall and 
implicit. Beed, in fact, became, in a little time, the inti- 
mate companion of his thonghts, his bosom connBellor. 
He felt the need of such a friend in the present exigency, 
placed as he was, in a new and untried situation, and 
having to act with persons hitherto unknown to him. 

In military matters, it is true, he had a shrewd coun- 
sellor in General Lee ; but Lee was a wayward character; 
a cosmopolite, without attachment to country, somewhat 
splenetic, and prone to follow the bent of his whims and 
humours, which often clashed with propriety and sound 
policy. Beed, on the contrary, though less informed on 
military matters, had a strong common sense, xmclouded 
by passion or prejudice, and a pure patriotism, which 
regarded everything as it bore upon the welfare of his 
country. 

Washington's confidence in Lee had always to be mea- 
sured and guarded in matters of civil policy. 

The arrival of Gkites in camp was heartily welcomed by 
the commander-in-chief, who had received a letter finom 
that officer, gratefully acknowledging his Mendly influence 
in procuring him tiie appointment of adjutant-gener&l. 
Washington may have promised himself much cordial co- 
operation from him, recollecting the warm friendship pro- 
fessed by him when he visited at Mount Vernon, and tiliey 
talked together over their early companionship in arms ; 
but of that kind of friendship there was no farther mani- 
festation. Gates was certainly of great service, from his 
practical knowledge and military experience, at this junc- 
ture, when the whole army had in a manner to be orga- 
nized ; but from the familiar intimacy of Washington he 
gradually estranged himself. A contemporary has ac- 
counted for this, by alleging that he was secretly cha- 
grined at not having received the appointment of major- 
general, to which he considered himself well fitted by his 
nulit€try knowledge and experience, and which ho thought 
Washington might have obtained for him had he used his 
influence with Congress. We shall have to advert to this 
estrangement of Gates on subsequent occasions. 

The hazardous position of the army, from the great ex 
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tent and weakness of its lines, was what most pressed on 
the immediate attention of Washington ; and he summoned 
a council of war, to take the matter into consideration. 
In this it was urged, that to abandon the line of works, 
after the great labour and expense of their construction, 
would be dispiriting to the troops and encouraging to the 
enemy, while it would expose a wide extent of the sur- 
rounding country to maraud and ravage. Beside, no safer 
position presented itself, on which to fall back. This 
being generally admitted, it was detennined to hold on to 
the works and defend them as long as possible ; and, in 
the meantime, to augment the army to at least twenty 
thousand men. 

Washington now hastened to improve the defences of the 
camp, strengthen the weak parts of the line, and throw up 
additional works round the main forts. No one seconded 
him more effectually in this matter than General Putnam. 
No works were thrown up with equal rapidity to those 
under his superintendence. '* You seem, general," said 
Washington, '* to have the faculty of in&sing your own 
spirit iato all the workmen you employ ;" — and it was the 
fact. 

The observing chaplain, already cited, gazed with won- 
der at the rapid effects soon produced by the labours of an 
army. " It is surprising," writes he, ** how much work 
has been done. The lines are extended almost from Cam- 
bridge to Mystic Eiver ; very soon it will be morally im- 
possible for the enemy to get between the works, except 
in one place, which is supposed to be left purposely un- 
fortified, to entice the enemy out of their fortresses. Who 
would have thought, twelve months past, that all Cam- 
bridge and Charlestown would be covered over with 
American camps, and cut up into forts and intrenchments, 
and all the lands, fields, orchards, laid common, — horses 
and cattle feeding on the choicest mowing land, whole 
fields of com eaten down to the ground, and large parks of 
well-regulated forest trees cut down for fire-wood and other 
public uses ! " 

Beside the main dispositions above mentioned, about 
seven hundred men were distributed in the small towns 
and villages along the coast to prevent depredations by 
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water; and horses were kept ready saddled at Tarions 
points of the widely-extended lines, to convey to head- 
qnarteiB intelligence of any special movement of the 
enemy. 

The army was distributed by Washington into three 
grand divisions. One, forming the right wing, was sta- 
tioned on the heights of Roxbury. It was commanded by 
Major-general Waxd, who had under him Brigadier-generals 
Spencer and Thomas. Another, forming the left wing, 
imder Major-general Lee, having with him Brigadier- 
generals Sullivan and Oreene, was stationed on Winter and 
Prospect Hills; while the centre, under Major-geneial 
Putnam and Brigadier^eneral Heath, was stationed at 
Cambridge. With Putnam was encamped his favourite 
officer Enowlton, who had been promoted by Congress to 
the rank of major for his gallantry at Bunker's Hill. 

At Washington's recommendation, Joseph Trumbull, the 
eldest son of the governor, received on the 24th of July 
the appointment of commissary-general of the continental 
army. He had already officiated with talent in that 
capacity in the Connecticut militia. *' There is a great 
overturning in the camp as to order and regularity/' 
writes the military chaplain ; ** new lords, new laws. The 
generals Washington and Lee are upon the lines every day. 
New orders from his excellency are read to the respectiTe 
regiments every morning after prayers. The strictest 
government is taking place, and great distinction is made 
between officers and soldiers. Every one is made to know 
his place and keep it, or be tied up and receive thirty or 
forty lashes according to his crime. Thousands are at 
work every day from four till eleven o'clock in the 
morning." 

Lee was supposed to have been at the bottom of this 
rigid discipline ; the result of his experience in European 
campaigning. His notions of military authority were 
acqtdred in the armies of the North. Quite a sensation 
was, on one occasion, produced in camp by his threatening 
to cane an officer for unsoldierly conduct. His laxity in 
other matters occasioned almost equal scandal. He scoffed, 
we are told, ** with his usual profaneness," at a resolution 
of Congress appointing a day of fasting and prayer, to 
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obtain the fevour of heaven upon their catise. *• Heaven," 
h© observed, " was ever found favourable to strong bat- 
talions."' 

Washington differed from him in this respect. By his 
orders the resolution of Congress was scrupulously enforced. 
All labour, excepting that absolutely necessary, was sus- 
pended on the appointed day, and officers and soldiers were 
required to attend divine service, armed and equipped and 
ready for immediate action. 

Nothing excited more gaze and wonder among the rustic 
visitors to the camp, than the arrival of several rifle com- 
panies, fourteen hundred men in all, from Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia; such stalwart fellows as Wash- 
ington had known in liia early campaigns. Stark hnnters 
and bush-fighters ; many of them upwards of six feet high, 
and of vigorous frame ; dressed in fringed frocks, or rifle 
shirts, and round hats. Their displays of shaxpHshooting 
were soon among the marvels of the camp. We are told 
that while advancing at quick step, they could hit a mark 
of seven inches diameter, at the distance of two hundred 
and fifty yards.* 

One of these companies was commanded by Captain 
Daniel Morgan, a native of New Jersey, whose first expe- 
rience in war had been to accompany Biuddock's army as a 
waggoner. He had since carried arms on the frontier and 
obtained a command. He and his riflemen in coming to 
the camp had marched six hundred miles in three weeks. 
They will be found of signal efficiency in the sharpest con- 
flicts of the revolutionary war. 

While all his forces were required for the investment of 
Boston, Washington was importuned by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts and the Governor of Connecticut, to detach 
troox>s for the protection of different points of the sea-coast, 
where depredations by armed vessels were apprehended. 
The case of New London was specified by Governor Trum- 
bull, where Captain Wallace of the Eose frigate, with two 
other ships of war, had entered the harbour, landed men, 
spiked the cannon, and gone off threatening fature visits. 

* Graydon*8 Memoirs, p. 138, 

« Thacher's Military Journal, p. 37. 
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Washington referred to his instmctions, and consulted 
with his general officers and snch members of the Con- 
tinental Congress as happened to be in camp, before he 
replied to these requests ; he then respectfully declined 
compliance. 

In his reply to the General Assembly of Massaclmsetts, 
he stated frankly and explicitly the policy and system on 
which the war was to be conducted, and according to 'which 
he was to act as commander-in-chief. " It has been debated 
in Congress and settled," writes he, *' that the militia, or 
other internal strength of each province, is to be applied 
for defence against those small and particular depredations, 
which were to be expected, and to which they were sup- 
posed to be competent. This will appear the more proper, 
when it is considered that every town, and indec^L eveiy 
part of our sea-coast, which is exposed to these depredations, 
would have an equal claim upon this army. 

** It is the misfortune of our situation which exposes us 
to these ravages, and against which, in my judgment, no 
such temporary relief could possibly secure us. The great 
advantage the enemy have of transporting troops, by being 
masters of the sea, will enable them to harass us by diver- 
sions of this kind ; and should we be tempted to pursue 
them, upon every alarm, the army must either be go 
weakened as to expose it to destruction, or a great part of 
the coast be still left unprotected. Nor, indeed, does it 
appear to me that such a pursuit would be attended with 
the least effect. The first notice of such an excursion 
would be its actual execution, and long before any troops 
could reach the scene of action, the enemy would have an 
opportunity to accomplish their purpose and retire. It 
would give me great pleasure to have it in my power to 
extend protection and safety to every individual ; but the 
wisdom of the General Court will anticipate me on the 
necessity of conducting our operations on a general and 
impartial scale, so as to exclude any just cause of complaint 
and jealousy." 

His reply to the governor of Connecticut was to the 
same effect. '* I am by no means insensible to the situation 
of the people on the coast. I wish I oould extend protec- 
tion to all, but the numeroui^ detachments necessary to 
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remedy the evil wotdd amonnt to a dissolntioii of the army, 
or make the most important operations of the campaign 
depend ^pon the piratical expeditions of two or three men- 
of-war and transports." 

His refusal to grant the required detachments gave mnch 
dissatisfaction in some quarters, until sanctioned and en- 
forced by the Continental Congress. All at length saw 
and acquiesced in the justice and wisdom of his decision. 
It was in fact a vital question, involving the whole 
character and fortune of the wax ; and it was acknowledged 
that he met it with a forecast and determination befitting 
a commander-in-chief. 



CHAPTER XLV. 



Waahington's object in distressing Boston — Soaroity and Sickness in 
the Town — A startling Discovery — Scarcity of Powder in the Camp 
— Its perilous situation — ^Economy of Ammunition — Correspondence 
between Lee and Burgoyne — Correspondence between Washington 
and Qage — The dignity of the Patriot Army asserted. 

The great object of Washington, at present, was to force 
the enemy to come out of Boston and try a decisive action. 
His lines had for some time cut off all communication of 
the town vsdth the country, and he had caused the live 
stock within a considerable distance of the place to be 
driven back from the coast, out of reach of the men-of- 
war's boats. Fresh provisions and vegetables were conse- 
quently growing more and more scarce and extravagantly 
dear, and sickness began to prevail. " I have done and 
shall do everything in my power to distress them," writes 
he to his brother John Augustine. " The transports have 
ill afrived, and their whole reinforcement is landed, so 
ihat I see no reason why they should not, if they ever 
ittempt it, come boldly out and put the matter to issue 

it once." 

" We are in the strangest state in the world," writes a 
ady from Boston, '• surrounded on all sides. The whole 
country is in arms and intrenched. We are deprived of 
resh provisions, subject to continual alarms and cannonad- 
Qgs, the Provincials being very audacious and advancing 

2b 
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to our lines, sinoe the arrival of Generals Washington and 
Lee to command them." 

At fhift critical juncture, when Washington was pressing 
the siege, and endeavouring to provoke a general action, 
a startling fiax^t came to light ; the whole amount of powder 
in the camp woidd not furnish more than nine cartridges 
to a man ! ^ 

A gross error had been made by the committee of sup- 
plies when Washington, on taking command, had required 
a return of the ammunition. They had returned the whole 
amount of powder collected by tiie province, upwards of 
three hundred barrels ; without stating what had been ex- 
pended. The blunder was detected on an order being 
issued for a new supply of cartridges. It was found there 
were but thirty-two barrels of powder in store. 

This was an astounding discovery. Washington instantly 
despatched letters and expresses to Bhode Island, the Jer- 
seys, Ticonderoga, and elsewhere, urging immediate sup- 
plies of powder and lead ; no quantity, however small, to 
be considered beneath notice. In a letter to Governor 
Cooke, of Bhode Island, he su^ested that an armed vessel 
of that province might be sent to seize upon a magazine of 
gunpowder, said to be in a remote part of the Island of 
Bermuda. " I am very sensible," writes he, " that at fiist 
view the project may appear hazardous, and its success 
must depend on the concurrence of many circumstances; 
but we are in a situation which requires us to run all risks. 
# ♦ * Enterprises which appear chimerical often prove 
successful &om that very circumstance. Common sense 
and prudence will suggest vigilance and care, where the 
danger is plain and obvious ; but where little danger is 
apprehended, the more the enemy will be unprepared, and, 
consequently, there is the fairest prospect of success." 

Day after day elapsed without the arrival of any supplies, 
for in these irregular times the munitions of war were not 
readily procured. It seemed hardly possible that the 
matter could be kept concealed from the enemy. Their 
works on Bmiker's Hill commanded a full view of those of 
the Americans on Winter and Prospect Hills* !Bach camp 

^ Letter to the President of Congress, Aug. 4. 
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could 6ee what was passing in the other. The sentries 
were ahnost near enough to converse. There was furtive 
intercourse occasionally between the men. In this critical 
state, the American camp remained for a fortnight; the 
anxious commander incessantly apprehending an attack. 
At length a partial supply from the Jerseys put an end to 
this imminent risk. Washington's secretary, Beed, who 
liad been the confidant of his troubles and anxieties, gives 
a vivid expression of his feelings on the arrival of this re- 
lief. " I can hardly look back, without shuddering, at our 
situation before this increase of our stock. Stock did I say? 
It was next to nothing. Almost the whole powder of the 
army was in the cartridge-boxes." * 

It is thought that, considering the clandestine inter- 
eourse carried on between the two camps, intelligence of 
this deficiency of ammunition on the part of the besiegers 
must have been conveyed to the British commander ; but 
that the bold face with which the Americans continued to 
maintain their position, made him discredit it. 

Notwithstanding the supply from the Jerseys, there was 
not more powder in camp than would serve the artillery for 
one day of general action. None, therefore, was allowed 
to be wasted; the troops were even obliged to bear in 
silence an occasional cannonading. ** Our poverty in am- 
munition,'* writes Washington, *• prevents our making a 
suitable return." 

One of the painful circumstances attending the outbreak 
of a revolutionary war is, that gallant men, who have held 
^egiance to the same government, and fought side by 
side under the same flag, suddenly find themselves in 
deadly conflict with each other. Such was the case at 
present in the hostile camps. General Lee, it will be 
recollected, had once served under General Burgoyne, in 
Portugal, and had won his brightest laurels when de- 
tached by that conmiander to surprise the Spanish camp, 
near the Moorish castle of Villa Velha, A soldier's friend- 
ship had ever since existed between them, and when Lee 
had heard at Philaij^hia, before he had engaged in the 
American service, that his old comrade and commander 

* Reed to Thomas Bradford. Life and Correspondence, vol. i. p. 1 18. 
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was arrived at Boston, lie wrote a letter to him giving hiB 
own views on the points in dispute between the colonies 
and the mother cotintry, and inveighing with his nsaal 
vehemence and sarcastic point, against the conduct of the 
conrt and ministry. Before sending the letter, he sub- 
mitted it to the Boston delegates and other members of 
Congress, and received their sanction. 

Since his arrival in camp he had received a reply from 
Bnrgoyne, couched in moderate and courteous langnage, 
and proposing an interview at a designated liouse on 
Boston Neck, within the British sentries ; mutual pledges 
to be given for each other's safety. 

Lee submitted this letter to the Provincial Congress of 
Massachusetts, and requested their commands with respect 
to the proposed interview. They expressed, in reply, the 
highest confidence in his wisdom, discretion, and int^ity, 
but questioned whether the interview might not be re- 
garded by the public with distrust ; *' a people contending 
for their liberties being naturally disposed to jealousy." 
They suggested, therefore, as a means of preventing 
popular misconception, that Lee, on seeking the inter- 
view, should be accompanied by Mr. Elbridge GJerry ; or 
that the advice of a council of war should be taken in a 
matter of such apparent delicacy. 

Lee became aware of the surmises that might be 
awakened by the proposed interview, and wrote a friendly 
note to Burgoyne declining it, 

A correspondence of a more important character took 
place between Washington and General Grage. It was one 
intended to put the hostile services on a proper footing. 
A strong disposition had been manifested among the 
British officers to regard those engaged in the patriot 
cause as malefjEictors, outlawed from the courtesies of 
chivalric warfare. Washington was determined to have 
a full understanding on this point. He was peculiarly 
sensitive with regard to Gage. They had been com- 
panions in arms in their early days; but Gage might 
now affect to look down upon him as the chief of a rebel 
army. Washington took an early opportunity to let him 
know, that he claimed to be the commander of a legiti- 
mate force, engaged in a legitimate cause, and that both 
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himself and his anny were to be treated on a footing of 
perfect equality. The correspondence arose from the 
treatment of several American officers. 

" I nnderstand," writes Washington to Gage, ** that the 
officers engaged in the cause of liberty and their country, 
who by the fortune of war have fallen into your hands, 
have been thrown indiscriminately into a common gaol, 
appropriated to felons ; that no consideration has been had 
for those of the most respectable rank, when languishing 
with wounds and sickness, and that some have been am- 
putated in this unworthy situation. Let your opinion, sir, 
of the principles which actuate them, be what it may, they 
suppose that they act from the noblest of all principles, 
love of freedom and their country. But political prin- 
ciples, I conceive, are foreign to this point. The obliga- 
tions arising from the rights of humanity and claims of 
rank are imiversally binding and extensive, except in 
case of retaliation. These, I should have hoped, would 
have dictated a more tender treatment of those individuals 
whom chance or war had put in your power. Nor can I 
forbear suggesting its fatfid tendency to widen that un- 
happy breach which you, and those ministers under whom 
you act, have repeatedly declared your wish to see for ever 
closed. My duty now makes it necessary to apprise you 
that, for the future, I shall regulate all my conduct towards 
those gentlemen who are, or may be, in our possession, 
exactly by the rule you shall observe towards those of 
ours, now in your custody. 

*' If severity and hardships mark the line of your con- 
duct, painfiil as it may be to me, your prisoners will feel 
its effects. But if kindness and humanity are shown to 
^, I shall with pleasure consider those in our hands only 
as unfortunate, and they shall receive from me that treat- 
naent to which the unfortunate are ever entitled." 

The following are the essential parts of a letter from 
General Gage in reply : — 

** Sm, — ^To the glory of civilised nations, humanity and 
^ar have been compatible, and humanity to the subdued 
has become almost a general system. Britons, ever pre- 
eminent in mercy, have outgone common examples, and 
overlooked the criminal in the captive. Upon these prin- 
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ciples your prisoners, whose lives by tilie law of th^ land 
are destined to the cord, haye hitherto been treated with 
care and kindness, and more comfortably lodged than the 
King's troops in the hospitals ; indiscriminately, it is tme, 
for I acknowledge no rank that is not deriyed from the 
King. 

" My intelligence from your army would justify severe 
recriminations.' I understand there are of the King's 
faithful subjects, taken some time since by the rebels, 
labouring, like negro slaves to gain their daily subsist- 
ence, or reduced to the wretched alternative to perish by 
&mine or take arms against their King and countiy. 
Those who have made the treatment of the prisoners in 
my hands, or of your other friends in Boston, a pretence 
for such measures, found barbarity upon fedsehood. 

" I would willingly hope, sir, that the sentiments of 
liberality which I have always believed you to possess, 
will be exerted to correct these misdoings. Be temperate 
in political disquisition ; give free operation to truth, and 
punish those who deceive and misrepresent ; and not only 
the effects, but the cause, of this unhappy conflict, "will be 
removed. Should those, under whose usurped authoritj 
you act, control such a disposition, and dare to call severity 
retaliation ; to God, who knows all hearts, be the appeal 
of the dreadful consequences," <feo. 

There were expressions in the foregoing letter well cal- 
culated to rouse indignant feelings in the most temperate 
bosom. Had Washington been as readily moved to trans- 
ports of passion as some are pleased to represent him, the 
rebel and the cord might readily have stung him to fdry ; 
but with him, anger was checked in its impulses by higher 
energies, and reined in to give a grander effect to the dic- 
tates of his judgment. The following was his noble and 
dignified reply to General Gage : — 

" I addressed you, sir, on the 11th instant, in terms 
which gave the fairest scope for that humanity and polite- 
ness which were supposed to form a part of your character. 
I remonstrated with you on the iinworthy treatment shown 
to the officers and citizens of America, whom the fortune 
of war, chance, or a mistaken confidence, had thrown into 
your hands. Whether British or American mercy, for- 
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titude, and patience, are most pre-eminent ; whether our 
virtuous citizens, wlxom the hand of tyranny has forced 
into arms to defend their wives, their children, and their 
property, or the merciless instruments of lawless domina^- 
tion, avarice, and revenge, best deserve the appellation of 
rebels, and the punishment of that cord, which your af- 
fected clemency has forborne to inflict; whether the au- 
thority under which I act is usurped, or founded upon tlie 
genuine principles of liberty, were altogether foreign to 
the subject. I purposely avoided all political disquisition ; 
nor shall I now avail myself of those advantages which the 
sacred cause of my country, of liberty, and of human 
nature give me over you; much less shall I stoop to 
retort and invective; but the intelligence you say you 
have received from our army requires a reply. 1 have 
taken time, sir, to make a strict inquiry, and find it has 
not the least foundation in truth. Not only your officers 
and soldiers have been treated with the tenderness due to 
fellow-citizens and brethren, but even those execrable 
parricides, whose counsels and aid have deluged their 
country with blood, have been protected from the fury 
of a justly-enraged people. Far from compelling or per- 
luitting their assistance, I am embarrassed with the 
numbers who crowd to our camp, animated with the 
purest principles of virtue and love to their country. 

" You affect, sir, to despise all rank not derived from the 
same source with your own. I cannot conceive one more 
honourable, than that which flows from the uncorrupted 
choice of a brave and free people, the purest source and 
original fountain of all power. Far from making it a plea 
for cruelty, a mind of true magnanimity and enlarged ideas 
would comprehend and respect it. 

" What may have been the ministerial views which have 
precipitated the present crisis, Lexington, Concord, and 
Charlestown, can best declare. May that God, to whom 
you, too, appeal, judge between America and you ! Under 
his providence, those who influence the councils of America, 
and all the other inhabitants of the united colonies, at the 
hazard of their lives, are determined to hand down to pos- 
terity those just and invaluable privileges which they re- 
ceived from their ancestors. 
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«* I shall now, sir, close my correspondence with you, 
perhaps for ever. If your officers, our prisoners, receive a 
treatment from me different from that which I wished to 
show them, they and you wiU remember the occasion of it" 

We have given these letters of Washington ahnost entire, 
for they contain his manifesto as commander-in-chief of the 
armies of the Bevolution; setting forth the opinions and 
motives by which he was governed, and the principles on 
which hostilities on his part would be conducted. It was 
planting with the pen that standard which was to be main- 
tained by the sword. 

In conformity with the threat conveyed in the latter part 
of his letter, Washington issued orders that British officers 
at Watertown and Cape Ann, who were at lai^e on parole, 
should be confined in Northampton gaol ; explaming to 
them that this conduct, which might appear to them hareh 
and cruel, was contrary to his disposition, but according to 
the rule of treatment observed by General Gs^e toward the 
American prisoners in his hands, making no distinction of 
rank. Circimistances, of which we have no explanation, 
induced subsequently a revocation of this order ; the officew 
were permitted to remain as before, at large upon parole, 
experiencing every indulgence and civility conastent with 
their security. 

CHAPTEE XLVI. 

Dangers in the Interior — ^Machinations of the Johnson Family— Rivalry, 
of Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold — Government perplexities about 
the Ticonderoga Capture — Measures to secure the Prize — ^Allen and 
Arnold ambitious of further laurels — Projects for the Invasion of 
Canada — Ethan Allen and Seth Wamer honoured by CongresB- 
Amold displaced by a Committee of Inquiry — His indignation— New 
from Canada — The Revolution to be extended into that Province- 
Enlistment of Green Mountain Boys — Schuyler at Ticonderogar- 
State of Affairs there—Election for Officers of the Qreen Mountaifi 
Boys— Ethan Allen dismounted — Joins the Army as a Volunteer- 
Preparations for the Invasion of Canada — General Montgomer^p- 
Indian Chiefs at Cambridge— Council Fire— Plan for an Expedition 
against Quebec— Departure of Troops from Ticonderoga — Anival at 
Isle Aux Noix. 

We must interrupt our narrative of the siege of Boston to 
give an account of events in other quarters, requiring the 
superintending care of Washington as commander-in-chief. 
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Letters from General Sclixiyler, received in the conrse of 
July, had awakened apprehensions of danger from the 
interior. The Johnsons were said to be stirring np the 
Indians in the western parts of New York to hostility, and 
preparing to join the British forces in Canada; so that, 
while the patriots were battlii^ for their rights along the 
seaboard, they were menaced by a powerful combination in 
rear. To place this matter in a proper light, we will give 
a brief statement of occurrences in the upper part of "Kew 
York, and on the frontiers of Canada, since the exploits of 
Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold at Ticonderoga and on 
Lake ChampLain. 

Great rivalry, as has already been noted, had arisen be- 
tween these doughty leaders. Both had sent off expresses 
to the provincial authorities, giving an account of their 
recent Mumphs. Allen claimed command at Ticonderoga, 
on the authority of the committee from the Connecticut 
Assembly, which had originated the enterprise. Arnold 
claimed it on the strength of his instructions from the Mas- 
sachusetts committee of safety. He bore a commission, 
too, given him by that committee ; whereas Allen had no 
other commission than that given him before the war by 
the committees in the Hampshire Grants to command their 
Green Monntain Boys agamst the encroachments of New 
York. 

** Colonel Allen," said Arnold, *• is a proper man to head 
his own wild people, but entirely unacquainted with mili- 
tary service ; and as I am the only person who has been 
legally authorized to take possession of this place, I am 
determined to insist on my right ; * * * and shall keep 
it fiflie fort] at every hazard, until I have further orders." * 

The public bodies themselves seemed perplexed what to 
do with the prize, so bravely seized upon by these bold 
men. Allen had written to the Albany committee for men 
and provisions, to enable him to maintain his conquest. 
The committee feared this daring enterprise might involve 
the northern part of the province in the horrors of war and 
desolation, and asked advice of the New York committee. 
The New York committee did not think themselves author- 

' Arnold to Mass. Comm. of Safety. Am. Arch. ii. 557. 
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ized to give an opinion upon a matter of such, importance, 
and referred it to the Continental Congress. 

The Massachusetts committee of safety, to whom Arnold 
had written, referred the affair to the Massachusetts Pro- 
vincial Congress. That body, as the enterprise had begun 
in Connecticut, wrote to its General Assembly to take the 
whole matter imder their care and direction, xintil the 
advice of the Continental Congress could be had. 

The Continental Congress at length legitimated tihe ex- 
ploit, and, as it were, accepted the captured fortress. Aa 
it was situated within New York, the custody of it was 
committed to that province, aided, if necessary, by the New 
England colonies, on whom it was authorized to call for 
military assistance. 

The Provincial Congress of New York forthwith invited 
the " Governor and Company of the English Colony of 
Connecticut " to place part of their forces in these captured 
posts, imtil relieved by New York troops ; and Trumbull, 
the governor of Connecticut, soon gave notice that one 
thousand men under Colonel Hinman were on the point of 
marching for the reinforcement of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Point. 

It had been the idea of the Continental Congress to have 
those posts dismantled, and the cannon and stores removed 
to the south end of Lake George, where a strong post was 
to be established. But both Allen and Arnold exclaimed 
against such a mea^sxire, vaunting, and wiiii reason, the 
importance of those forts. 

Both Allen and Arnold were ambitious of further laurels. 
Both were anxious to lead an expedition into Canada ; and 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point would open the way to it. 
** The key is ours,'* writes Allen to the New York Congress. 
** If the colonies would suddenly push an army of two or 
three thousand men into Canada, &ey might make an easy 
conquest of all that would oppose them in the extensive 
province of Quebec, except a reinforcement from England 
should prevent it. Such a division would weaken Gage 
and insure us Canada. I wish to God America would, at 
this critical juncture, exert herself agreeably to the indig- 
nity offered her by a tyrannical ministry. She might rise 
on eagles' wings, and mount up to glory, freedom, and 
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immortal honour, if she did but know and exert her strength. 
Fame is now hovering over her head. A vast continent 
must now sink to slavery, poverty, horror, and bondage, or 
rise to unconquerable freedom, immense inrealthy inexpres- 
sible felicity, and immortal lame. 

** I will lay my life on it, that with fifteen hundred men, 
and a proper train of artillery, I will take Montreal. Pro- 
vided I could be thus famished, and if an army could com- 
mand the field, it would be no insuperable difficulty to take 
Quebec." 

A letter to the same purport, and with the same rhetorical 
flourish, on which he appeared to value himself, was written 
by Allen to Trumbull, the governor of Connecticut. Arnold 
urged the same project, but in less magniloquent language, 
upon the attention of the Continental Congress. His letter 
was dated from Crown Point, where he had a little squadron, 
composed of the sloop captured at St. Johns, a schooner, 
and a flotilla of bateaux. All these he had equipped, armed, 
manned, and ofi&cered, and his crews were devoted to him. 
In his letter to the Continental Congress he gave informa- 
tion concerning Canada, collected through spies and agents. 
Carleton, he said, had not six hundred effective men under 
him. The Canadians and Indians were disaffected to the 
British Government; and Montreal was ready to throw 
open its gates to a patriot force. Two thousand men, he 
was certain, would be sufficient to get possession of the 
province. 

" I beg leave to add," says he, '* that if no person ap- 
pears who will undertake to carry the plan into execution, 
I will undertake, and, with the smiles of Heaven, answer 
for the success, provided I am supplied with men, &c,, 
to carry it into execution without loss of time." 

In a postscript of his letter he specifies the forces re- 
quisite for his suggested invasion. *' In order to give satis- 
faction to the different colonies, I propose that Colonel 
Hinman's regiment, now on their march from Connecticut 
to Ticonderoga, should 'form part of the army, say one 
thousand men; five hundred men to be sent from New 
York, five hundred o^General Arnold's regiment, including 
the seamen and marines on board the vessels (no Green 
Mountain Boys)." 
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Within a few days after the date of this letter, (Colonel 
Hininan with the Connecticut troops arrived. The greater 
part of the Green Mountain Boys now returned home, their 
term of enlistment having expired. Ethan Allen and his 
brother in arms, Seth Warner, repaired to Congress to get 
pay for their men, and authority to raise a new raiment 
They were received with distinguished honour by that 
body. The same pay was awarded to the men who had 
served under them as that allowed to the continental 
troops ; and it was recommended to the New York CJon- 
vention that, should it meet the approbation of General 
Schuyler, a fresh corps of Green Mountain Boys about to he 
raised, should be employed in the army under such officers 
as they (the Green Mountain Boys) should choose. 

To the New York Convention Allen and Warner now 
repaired. There was a difficulty about admitting them to 
the Hall of Assembly, for their attainder of outlawiy had 
not been repealed. Patriotism, however, pleaded in their 
behalf. They obtained an audience. A regiment of Green 
Mountain Boys, five hundred strong, was decreed, and 
General Schuyler notified the people of the New Hamp- 
shire Grants of the resolve, and requested them to raise 
the regiment. 

Thus prosperously went the affairs of Ethan Allen and 
Seth Warner. As to Arnold, difficulties instantly took 
nlace between him and Colonel Hinman. Arnold refused 
to give up to him the command of either post, claiming on 
the strength of his instructions from the committee of 
safety of Massachusetts, a right to the command of all the 
posts and fortresses at the south end of Lake Champlain 
and Lake George. This threw everything into confusion. 
Colonel Hinman was himself perplexed in this conflict of 
various authorities ; being, as it were, but a hcum temns for 
the province of New York. 

Arnold was at Crown Point, acting as commander of the 
fort and admiral of the fieet, and having about a hundred 
and fifty resolute men under him, was expecting with con- 
fidence to be authorized to lead an expedition into Canada. 

At this juncture arrived a committee of three members 
of the Congress of Massachusetts, sent by that body to 
inquire into the manner in which he had executed his 
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instmotionfi ; complaints haYing been made, of his arrogant 
and nndue asstmiption of command. 

Arnold was thnnderstrdck at being subjected to inqniry, 
when he had expected an ovation. He requested a sight 
of the committee's instructionB. The sight of them only 
increased his indignation. They were to acquaint them- 
selves with tbe manner in which he had executed his com- 
mission; with his spirit, capacity, and conduct. Should 
they think proper, they might order him to return to 
Massachusetts, to render account of the moneys, ammu- 
nition, and stores he had received, and the debts he had 
contraoted on behalf of the colony. While at Ticonderoga, 
he and his men were to be under command of the principal 
officer from Connecticut. 

Arnold was farioxus. He swore he would be second in 
command to no one, disbanded his men, and threw up his 
commission. Quite a scene ensued. His men became tur- 
bulent; some refused to serve under any other leader; 
others clamoured for their pay, which was in arrears. 
Part joined Arnold on board of the vessels which were 
drawn out into the lake ; and among other ebullitions of 
passion, there was a threat of sailing for St. Johns. 

At length the storm was allayed by the interference of 
several of the ofi&cers, and the assurances of the committee 
that every man should be paid. A part of them enlisted 
under Colonel Easton, and Arnold set off for Cambridge to 
settle his accounts with the committee of safety. 

The project of an invasion of Canada, uiiged by Allen 
and Arnold, had at first met with no fevour, the Conti- 
nental Congress having formally resolved to make no hostile 
attempts upon that province. Intelligence subsequently 
received induced it to change its plans. Carleton was said 
to be strengthening the fortifications and garrison at St. 
Johns, and preparing to launch vessels on the lake wher^ 
with to regain command of it, and retake the captured 
posts. Powerful reinforcements were coming from Eng- 
land and elsewhere. Guy Johnson was holding councils 
with the fierce Cayugas and Senecas, and stirring up the 
Six Nations to hostility. On the other hand, Canada was 
full of religious and political dissensions. The late exj^oits 
of the Americans on Lake Champlain had produced a 
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fieivoiuable effect on the Canadians, who would flock io the 
patriot standard if nnfiirled among them by an imposmg 
£>rce. Now was the time to strike a blow to paralyze all 
hostility from this quarter ; now, while Carleton's regokr 
force was weak, and before the arriyal of additional troope. 
Influenced by these considerationB, Congress now deter- 
mined to extend the revolution into Canada, bat it was an 
enterprise too important to be intrusted to any but discreet 
hands. General Schuyler, then in New York, was acooid- 
ingly ordered, on the 27th June, to proceed to Ticonderoga, 
and '* should he find it practicable, and not disagreeable to 
the Canadians, immediately to take possession of St. JoWi 
and Montreal, and pursue such other measures in Canada 
as might have a tendency to promote the peace and secuiity 
of these provinces." 

It behoved General Schuyler to be on the alert, lest the 
enterprise should be snatched from his hands. iEthan Allen 
and Seth Warner were at Bennington, among the Gieen 
Mountains. Enlistments were going on, but too slow for 
Allen's impatience, who had his old hankering for a par- 
tisan foray. In a letter to Governor Trumbull (July 12th) 
he writes, *' Were it not that the grand Continent Con- 
gress had totally incorporated the Green Mountain Bojb 
into a battalion under certain regulations and command, I 
would forthwith advance them into Canada and invest 
Montreal, exclusive of any hdpfrom the cdhmes ; though under 
present circumstances I would not, for my right arm, act 
without or contrary to order. If my forid zeai for redvmg 
the Kmg*8 fortreseee and destroying or vmprisomng his troops ni 
Canada be the result of enthusiasm^ I hope and expect the 
wisdom of the Continent will treat it as such ; and on the 
other hand, if it proceed from sound policy, tbat the plan 
will be adopted."* ^ 

Schuyler arrived at Ticonderoga on the 18th of July. A 
letter to Washington, to whom, as commander-in-chief, he 
made constant reports, gives a striking picture of a frontier 
post in those crude days of the Eevolution. 

** You will expect that I should say something about 
this place and the troops here. Not one earthly thing for 

> Force's Am. Aroliives, U. 1649. 
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ofifenoe or defence has been done ; the commanding officer has 
no orders ; he only came to reinforce the garrison^ and he eapected 
the general About ten last night I arriTed at the landing- 
place, at the north end of Lf^e George ; a post occupied 
by a captain and one hundred men. A sentinel, on beings 
informed that I was in the boat, quitted his post to go and 
awaken the guard, consisting of three men, in which he 
bad no success. I walked up and came to another, a ser- 
geant's guard. Here the sentinel challenged, but suffered 
me to come up to him ; the whole guard, like the first, in 
the soundest sleep. With a penknife oulj I could have 
cut off both guards, and then have set fire to the block- 
house, destroyed the stores, and starved the people here. 
At this post I had pointedly recommended Yigilance and 
care, as all the stores from Lake George must necessarily 
be landed here. But I hope to get the better of this inat- 
tention. The officers and men are all good-looking people, 
and decent in their deportment, and I really believe will 
make good soldiers as soon as I can get the better of this 
nonchalance of theirs. Brayery, I belieye, they are far from 
wanting.'* 

Colonel Hinman, it will be recollected, was in temporary 
command of Ticonderoga, if that could be called a command 
where none seemed to obey. The garrison was about 
twelve hundred strong; the greater part Connecticut men 
brought by himself; some were New York troops, and 
some few Green Mountain Boys. Schuyler, on taking 
command, despatched a confidential agent into Canada, 
Major John Brown, an American, who resided on the Sorel 
Hiver, and was popular among the Canadians. He was to 
collect information as to the British forces and fortifications, 
and to ascertain how an invasion and an attack on St. John's 
would be considered by the people of ihe province : in the 
mean time, Schuyler set diligently to work to build boats 
and prepare for the enterprise, should it ultimately bo 
ordered by Congress. 

Schuyler was an authoritative man, and inherited from 
his Dutch ancestry a great love of order; he was exces- 
sively annoyed, therefore, by the confusion and negligence 
prevalent around him, and the difficulties and delays 
thereby occasioned. He chafed in spirit at the disregard 
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of discipline among his yeoman soldiery, and their oppo- 
sition to all system and regularity. This was especiaJly 
the case with the troops from Connecticut, officered gene- 
rally by their own neighbours and £uniliar companions, 
and unwilling to acknowledge the authority of a com- 
mander from a different province. He poured out ha 
complaints in a friendly letter to Washington : the latter 
consoled him by stating his own troubles and grievances 
in the camp at Cambridge, and the spirit with which he 
coped with them. *' From my own experience," writes he 
(July 28), '* I can easily judge of your difficulties in intro- 
ducing order and discipline into troops who have, from 
their in&mcy, imbibed ideas of the most contrary kind. It 
would be &r beyond the compass of a letter, for me to 
describe the situation of things here [at Cambridge] on mj 
arrival. Perhaps you will only be able to judge of it, from 
my assuring you, that mine must be a portrait at fall 
length of what you have had in miniature. Confusion and 
discord reigned in every department, which, in a Httle 
time, must have ended either in the separation of the 
army, or fatal contests with one another. The better 
genius of America has prevailedi and, most happily, 1^ 
ministerial troops have not availed themselves of these 
advantages, till, I trust, the opportunity is in a great mea- 
sure passed over. • * • We mend every day, and, I 
flatter myself, that in a little time we shall work up tiiese 
raw materials into a good manufSetcture. I must recommend 
to you, what I endeavour to practise myself, patience and 
perseverance." 

Schuyler took the friendly admonition in the spirit in 
which it was given. " I can easily conceive," writes he 
(Aug. 6th), *' tibat my difficulties are only a faint semblance 
of yours. Yes, my general, I will strive to copy yonr 
bright example, and patiently and steadily persevere in 
that line which only can promise the wished-for reforma- 
tion." 

He had calculated on being joined by this time by the 
regiment of Green Mountain Boys, which Ethan Allen and 
Seth Warner had undertaken to raise in the New Hamp- 
shire Grants. Unfortunately, a quarrel had arisen between 
these brothers in arms, which filled the Green Monntains 
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with discord and party fend. The election of officers took 
place on the 27th of July. It was made by committees 
from, the different townships. Ethan Allen was entirely 
passed by, and Seth Warner nominated as lieutenant- 
colonel of the regiment. Allen was thunderstruck at 
finding himself thus suddenly dismounted. His patriotism 
and love of adventure, however, were not quelled : and he 
forthwith repaired to the army at Ticonderoga to offer 
himself as a volunteer. 

Schuyler, at first, hesitated to accept his services. He 
was aware of his aspiring notions, and feared there would 
be a difficulty in keeping him within due bounds, but was 
at length persuaded by his officers to retain him, to act as 
a pioneer on the Canadian frontier. 

In a letter from camp, Allen gave Governor Trumbull 
an account of the downfall of his towering hopes. " Not- 
withstanding my zeal and success in my country's cause, 
the old farmers on the New Hampshire Grants, who do 
not incline to go to war, have met in a committee meeting, 
and in the nomination of officers for the regiment of Green 
Mountain Boys, have wholly omitted me." 

His letter has a consolatory postscript. •* I find myself 
in the favour of the officers of the army and the young 
Green Mountain Boys. How the old men came to reject 
ine I cannot conceive, inasmuch as I saved them from the 
encroachments of New York." * — The old men probably 
doubted his discretion. 

Schuyler was on the alert with respect to the expedition 
against Canada. From his agent Major Brown, and from 
other sources, he had learnt that there were but about 
seven hundred king's troops in that province; three 
hundred of them at St. John's, about fifty at Quebec, the 
remainder at Montreal, Chamblee, and the upper posts. 
Colonel Guy Johnson was at Montreal with three htmdred 
men^ mostly his tenants, and with a nimiber of Indians. 
Two batteries had been finished at St. John's, mounting 
nine guns each : other works were intrenched and picketed. 
Two large row galleys were on the stocks, and would soon 
be finished. Now was the time, according to his informants, 

* American ArchiyeS; Fourth Series^ iii. 17. 
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to oany Canada. It might be done with, great ease and 
little cost. The Canadians were disaffected to British, role, 
and would join the Americans, and so would many of the 
Indians. 

'' I am prepared/' writes he to Washington, '^ to move 
against the enemy, unless your Excellency and Congress 
should direct otherwise. In the course of a few days I 
expect to receive the ultimate determination. Whatever it 
may be, I shall try to execute it in such a manner as will 
promote the just cause in which we are engaged." 

While awaiting orders on this head, he repaired to 
Albany, to hold a conference and negotiate a treaty with 
the Caughnawagas, and the warriors of the Six Nations, 
whom, as one of the commissioners of Indian afGedrs, he 
had invited to meet him at that place. General Bichard 
Montgomery was to remain in conmiand at Ticonderqga, 
during his absence, and to urge forward the military pre- 
parations. As the subsequent fortunes of this gallant 
officer are inseparably connected with the Canadian cam- 
paign, and have endeared his name to Americans, we pause 
to give a few particulars concerning him. 

General Bichard Montgomery was of a good j^onily in 
the north of Ireland, where he was bom in 1736. He 
entered the army when about eighteen y^urs of age ; served 
in America in the French war ; won a lieutenancy by 
gallant conduct at Louisburg; followed General Amherst 
to Lake Champlain, and, after the conquest of Caaiada, was 
promoted to a captaincy for his services in the West Indies. 

After the peace of Versailles he resided in England: 
but, about three years before the breaking out of the 
Eevoliition, he sold out his commission in the army and 
emigrated to New York. Here he married the eldest 
daughter of Jud^ Robert R. Livingston, of the Clermont 
branch of that j^mily ; and took up his residence on an 
estate which he had purchased in Dutchess County on the 
banks of the Hudson. 

Being known to be in favour of the popular cause, he 
was drawn reluctantly from his rural abode, to represent 
his county in the first convention of the province ; and on 
the recent organization of the army, his military reputation 
gained him &e unsought commission of brigadier-general. 
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** It is an event," writes he to a friend, " wnicli must put 
an end for a while, perhaps for ever, to the quiet scheme 
of life I had prescribed for myself; for, though entirely 
imexpected and undesired by me, the will of an oppressed 
people, compelled to choose between liberty and davery, 
must be obeyed." 

At the time of receiving his commission, Montgomery 
was about thirty-nine years of age, and the beau ideal of a 
soldier. His form was well proportioned and vigorous ; 
his countenance expressive and prepossessing; he was 
cool and discriminating in council, energetic and fearless 
in action. His principles commanded the respect of friends 
and foes, and he was noted for winning the affections of the 
soldiery. 

While these things were occurring at Ticonderoga, 
several Indian chie£s made their appearance in the camp 
at Cambridge. They came in savage state and costume, as 
ambassadors from their respective tribes, to have a talk 
about the impending invasion of Canada. One was chief 
of the Caughnawaga tribe, whose residence was on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence, six miles above Montreal. 
Others were from St. Francis, about forty-five leagues 
above Quebec, and were of a warlike tribe, from which 
liostilities had been especially apprehended. 

Washington, accustomed to deal with the red warriors of 
the wilderness, received them with great ceremonial. They 
^ed at head-quarters among his officejs, and it is observed 
that to some of the latter they might have served as models ; 
such was their grave dignity and decorum. 

A council fire was held. The sachems all offered, on 
behalf of their tribes, to take up the hatchet for the Ameri> 
cans, should the latter invade Canada. The offer was 
embarrassing. Congress had publicly resolved to seek 
nothing but neutrality from the Indian nations, unless the 
^i^^unsterial agents should make an offensive alliance with 
them. The chief of the St. Francis tribe declared that 
Crovemor Carleton had endeavoured to persuade him to 
take up the hatchet against the Americans, but in vain. 
*' As our ancestors gave this coimtry to you," added he, 
pandly, " we would not have you destroyed by England ; 
but are ready to afford you our assistance." 

2c2 
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Washington wished to be certain of the condnct of the 
enemy, before he gave a reply to these Indian overtures. 
He wrote by express, therefore, to General Schuyler, re- 
questing him to ascertain the intentions of the British 
governor with respect to the native tribes. 

By the same express he communicated a plan 'whicb had 
occupied his thoughts for several days. As the contem- 
plated movement of Schuyler would probably cause all the 
British force in Canada to be concentrated in the neigh- 
bourhood of Montreal and St. Johns, he proposed to send 
ofif an expedition of ten or twelve hundred men, to penetrate 
to Quebec by the way of the Kennebec River. " K you are 
resolved to proceed," writes he to Schuyler, " which I 
gather from your last letter is your intention, it would 
make a diversion that would distract Carleton. He must 
either break up, and follow this party to Quebec, by which 
he would leave you a free passage, or he must suffer that 
important place to fall into other hands ; an event that 
would have a decisive effect and influence on the public 
interest. • • • • The few whom I have consulted on 
the project approve it much, but the final determination is 
deferred until I hear from you. Not a moment's time is to 
be lost in the preparations for this enterprise, if the advices 
from you favour it. With the utmost expedition the season 
will be considerably advanced, so that you will i1i«Triiag the 
excess as soon as possible." 

The express found Schuyler in Albany, where he had 
been attending the conference with the Six Nations. He 
had just received intelligence which convinced him of the 
propriety of an expedition into Canada ; had sent word to 
General Montgomery to get everything ready for it, and 
was on the poiut of departing for Ticonderoga to carry it 
into effect. In reply to Washington, he declared his con- 
viction, from various accounts which he had received, that 
Carleton and his agents were exciting the Indian tribes to 
hostility. " I should, therefore, not hesitate one moment," 
adds he, *' to employ any savages that might be willing to 
join us." 

He expressed himself delighted with Washington's pro- 
ject of sending off an expedition to Quebec, regretting only 
that it had not been thought of earlier. " Should the de- 
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tachment from yoiir body penetrate into Canada," added he, 
" and we meet with success, Canada mnst inevitably fall 
into our hands." 

Having sent off these despatches, Schuyler hastened back 
to Ticonderoga. Before he reached there, Montgomery had 
received intelligence that Carleton had completed his aimed 
vessels at St. Johns, and was about to send them into Lake 
Champlain by the Sorel Eiver. No time, therefore, was to 
be lost in getting possession of the Isle aux Noix, which 
commanded the entrance to that river. Montgomery has- 
tened, therefore, to embark with about a thousand men, 
which were as many as the boats now ready could hold, 
taking with him two pieces of artillery ; with this force he 
set off down the lake. A letter to General Schuyler ex- 
plained the cause of his sudden departure, and entreated 
him to follow on in a whale-boat, leaving the residue of 
the artillexy to come on as soon as conveyances could be 
procured. 

Schuyler arrived at Ticonderoga on the night of the 30th 
of August, but too ill of a bilious fever to push on in a 
whale-boat. He caused, however, a bed to be prepared for 
him in a covered bateau, and, ill as he was, continued for- 
ward on the following day. On the 4th of September, he 
overtook Montgomery at the Isle la Motte, where he had 
been detained by contrary weather, and, assuming com- 
mand of the little army, kept on the same day to the Isle 
aux Noix, about twelve miles south of St. Johns — ^where 
for the present we shall leave him, and return to the head- 
quarters of the commander-in-chief. 
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A Challenge declined — A Blow meditated — A cautious Council of War 
— Preparation for the Quebec Expedition — Benedict Arnold the 
Leader — Advice and Instructions — Departure — General Schuyler on 
the Sorel — ^Reconnoitres St. Johns — Camp at Isle aux Noix — Illness 
of Schuyler — Returns to Ticonderoga— Expedition of Montgomery 
against St. Johns — Letter of Ethan Allen — His dash against Montreal 
— ^Its Catastrophe — A Hero in Irons — Correspondence of Washington 
with Schuyler and Arnold— His anxiety about them. 

The siege of Boston had been kept up for several weeks 
without any remarkable occurrence. The British remained 
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witliin their lines, diligentlj fitrengthening them ; the be- 
siegers having received further supplies of ammtmition, 
were growing impatient of a state of inactivity. Towards 
the latter part of August there were rumours from. Boston, 
that the enemy were preparing for a sortie. Washington 
was resolved to provoke it by a kind of challenge. He 
accordingly detached fourteen hundred men to seize at 
night upon a height within musket shot of the enemy's 
line on Charlestown Neck, presuming that the latter would 
sally forth on the following day to dispute possession of 
it, and thus be drawn into a general battle. The task 
was executed with silence and celerity, and by daybreak 
the hill presented to the astonished foe, the aspect of a 
fortified post. 

The challenge was not accepted. The British opened a 
heavy cannonade from Bunker's Hill, but kept witMn their 
works. The Americans, scant of ammunition, could only 
reply with a single nine-pounder; this, however, sank one 
of the floating batteries which guarded the neck. They 
went on to complete and strengthen this advanced post, 
exposed to daily cannonade and bombardment, which, 
however, did but little injury. They continued to answer 
from time to time with a single gun, reserving their am- 
munition for a general action. ** We are just in the situa- 
tion of a man with little money in his pocket," writes 
Secretary Eeed ; *' he will do twenty mean things to pre- 
vent his breaking in upon his little stock. We are obliged 
to bear with the rascals on Bunker's Hill, when a few shot 
now and then in return would keep our men attentive to 
their business, and give the enemy alarms." * 

The evident unwillingness of the latter to come forth 
was perplexing. " Unless the ministerial troops in Boston 
are waiting for reinforcements," writes Washington, ** I 
cannot devise what they are staying there for, nor why, as 
they aifect to despise the Americans, they do not coma 
forth and put an end to the contest at once." 

Perhaps they persuaded themselves that his army, com- 
posed of crude, half-disciplined levies from different and 
distant quarters, would gradually fall asunder and disperse, 

* Life of Reed, vol. i. 11 9« 
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or that its means of subsistence would be exhausted. He 
had his own fears on the subject, and looked forward with 
doubt and anxiety to a winter's campaign ; the heavy ex- 
pense that would be incurred in providing barracks, fuel 
and wfiam clothing ; the diJB&culty there would be of keep- 
ing together, through the rigorous season, troops unaccus- 
tomed to military hardships, and none of whose terms of 
enlistment extended beyond the 1st of January ; the sup- 
plies of ammunition, too, that would be required for 
protracted operations ; the stock of powder on hand, not- 
withstanding the most careful husbandry, being fearfully 
small. Bevolving these circumstances in his mind, he rode 
thoughtfully about the commanding points in the vicinity 
of Boston, considering how he might strike a decisive blow 
that v^ould put an end to the murmuring inactivity of the 
army, and reHeve the country from the consuming expense 
of maintaining it. The result was a letter to the major 
and brigadier generals, summoning them to a council of 
war to be held at the distance of three days, and giving 
them previous intimation of its purpose. It was to know 
whether, in their judgment, a successful attack might not 
be made upon the troops at Boston by means of boats, in 
co-operation with an attempt upon their lines at Eoxbury. 
" The success of such an enterprise," adds he, *' depends, 
I weU know, upon the Allwise Disposer of events, and 
it is not within the reach of human wisdom to foretell 
the issue ; but if the prospect is fiEkir, the undertaking is 
justifiable." 

He proceeded to state the considerations already cited, 
which appeared to justify it. The council having thus had 
time for previous deliberation, met on the 11th of Sep- 
tember. It was composed of Major-generals Ward, Lee, 
and Putnam, and Brigadier-generals Thomas, Heath, Sul- 
livan, Spencer, and Greene. They unanimously pro- 
nounced the suggested attempt inexpedient, at least for 
the present. 

It certainly was bold and hazardous, yet it seems to have 
taken strong hold on the mind of the commander-in-chief, 
usually so cautious. ** I cannot say," writes he to the 
President of Congress, *' that I have wholly laid it aside ; 
but new events may occasion new measures. Of this J 
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hope the honourable Congress can need no assurance, that 
there is not a man in America who more earnestly -wishes 
such a terminatioii of the campaign, as to make, the army 
no longer necessary. ' 

In the mean time, as it was evident the enemy did not 
intend to come out, but were only strengthening their de* 
fences and preparing for winter, Washington was enabletl 
to turn his attention to the expedition to be sent into 
Canada by the way of the Kennebec Biver. 

A detachment of about eleven hundred men, chosen for 
the purpose, was soon encamped on Cambridge Common. 
There were ten companies of New England infantry, some 
of them from General Greene's Bhode Island regiments ; 
three rifle companies from Pennsylvania and Yirginia, one 
of them Captam Daniel Morgan's famous company ; and a 
number of volunteers, among whom was Aaron Burr, then 
but twenty years of age, and just commencing his 'varied^ 
brilliant, but ultimately unfortunate career. 

The proposed expedition was wild and perilous, and re- 
quired a hardy, skilfol, and intrepid leader. Such a one 
was at hand. Benedict Arnold was at Cambridge, occnpied 
in settling his accounts with the Massachusetts committee 
of safety. These were nearly adjusted. Whatever &ultB 
may have been found with his conduct in some particulars, 
his exploits on Lake Champlain had atoned for them ; for 
valour in time of war covers a multitude of sins. It was ' 
thought too by some, that he had been treated harshly, and 
there was a disposition to soothe his irritated pride. Wash- 
ington had given him an honourable reception at bead- 
quarters, and now considered him the very man for the 
present enterprise. He had shown aptness for military 
service, whether on land or water. He was acquainted, 
too, with Canada, and especially with Quebec, having, in 
the course of his chequered life, traded in horses between 
that place and the West Indies. With these considerationB 
he intrusted him with the command of the expedition, 
giving him the commission of lieutenant colonel in the 
continental army. 

As he would be intrusted with dangerous powers, 
Washington, beside a general letter of instructions, ad- 
dressed a special one to him individually, full of cautioua 
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and considerate advice* *' Upon your conduct and courage, 
and that of the officers and soldiers detailed on this expe- 
dition, not only the success of the present enterprise, and 
your own honour, but the safeiy and welfare of the whole 
continent, may depend. I chai^ you, therefore, and the 
officers and soldiers under your command, as you value 
your own safety and honour, and the favour and esteem of 
your country, that you consider yourselves as marching, 
not through the country of an enemy, but of our friends 
and brethien ; for such the inhabitants of Canada and the 
Indian nations have approved themselves, in this unhappy 
contest between Great Britain and America ; and that you 
check, by every motive of duty and fear of punishment, 
every attempt to plunder or insult the inhabitants of 
Canada. Should any American soldier be so base and 
infamous as to injure any Canadian or Indian, in his person 
or property, I do most earnestly enjoin you to bring him ' 
to such severe and exemplary punishment, as the enormity 
of the crime may require. Should it extend to death itself, 
it will not be disproportioned to its guilt, at such a time, 
and in such a cause. • • • • I also give in charge to 
you, to avoid all disrespect to the religion of the country 
and its ceremonies, * • While we are contending for 
onr own liberty, we should be very cautious not to violate 
the rights of conscience in others, ever considering that 
4 God alone is the judge of the hearts of men, and to bin) 
only, in this case, are they answerable." 

Li the general letter of instructions, Washington inserted 
the following clause. '* If Lord Chatham's son should be 
in Canada, and in any way fiJl into your power, you are 
enjoined to treat him with all possible deference and 
respect. You cannot err in paying too much honour to the 
i3on of so illustrious a character and so true a friend to 
America," 

Arnold was, moreover, furnished with handbills for dis- 
tribution in Canada, setting forth the friendly objects of the 
present expedition, as well as of that under Greneral 
Schuyler ; and calling on the Canadians to fiimish neces- 
saries and accommodations of every kind ; for which they 
^nrere assured ample compensation. 

On the Idth of September, Arnold struck his tents, and 



890 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1775. 

set out in high spirits. More fortonate than his ri-val, 
Ethan Allen, he had attained the object of his ambition, 
the conunand of an expedition into Canada ; and tmsted in 
the capture of Quebec, to eclipse even the snrpriBe of 
Ticonderoga. 

Washington enjoined upon him to pnsh forward, as 
rapidly as possible, success depending upon celerity ; and 
counted the days as they elapsed after his departure, im- 
patient to receive tidings of his progress up the Kennebec, 
and ezpeeting that the expedition woxdd reach Quebec 
about the middle of October. In the interim came letters 
from General Schuyler, giving particulars of the mam 
expedition. 

In a preceding chapter we lefk the general and his little 
army at the Isle aux Noix, near the Sorel Eiver, the outlet 
of llxe lake. Thence, on the 5th of September, he sent 
Colonel Ethan Allen and Major Brown to reconnoitre the 
country between that river and the St. Lawrence, to dis- 
tribute friendly addresses among the people and ascertain 
their feelings. This done, and having landed his baggt^ 
and provisions, the general proceeded along the Sorel Biver 
the next day with his boats, until within two miles of 
St. Johns, when a cannonade was opened frt>ni the fort 
Keeping on for half a mile further, he landed his troops in 
a deep, close swamp, where they had a sharp skirmish with 
an ambuscade of tories and Indians, whom they beat off 
with some loss on both sides. Night coming on, they cast 
up a small intrenchment, and encamped, disturbed occa- 
sionally by shells from the fort, which, however, did no 
other mischief than slightly wotmding a lieutenantw 

In the night the camp was visited secretly by a x>erBon, 
who informed General Schuyler of the state of the fort 
The works were completed, and frimished with cannon. A 
vessel pierced for sixteen guns was launched, and would be 
ready to sail in three or four days. It was not probable 
that any Canadians would join the army, being disposed to 
remain neutral. This intelligence being discussed in a 
council of war in the morning, it was determined that they 
had neither men nor artillery sufficient to undertake a 
siege. They returned, therefore, to the Isle aux Noix, cast 
up fortifications, and threw a boom across the channel of 
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the river to pxeveut tho passage of the enemy's vessel into 
the lake, eoid awaited the arrival of artilleiy and reinforce- 
ments from Ticonderoga. 

In the course of a few days the expected reinforcements 
arrived, and with them a small train of artillery. Ethan 
Allen also retomed from his reconnoitring expedition, of 
which he made a most encouraging report. The Canadian 
captains of militia were ready, he said, to join the Americans, 
whenever they should appear with sufficient force. He 
had held talks, too, with the Indians, and found them well 
disposed. In a word, he was convinced that an attack on 
St. Johns, and an inroad into the provinoe, would meet with 
hearty co-operation. 

Preparations were now made for the investment of 
St. Johns by land and water. Major Brown, who had 
already acted as a scout, was sent with one hundred 
Americans and about thirty Canadians towards Chamblee, 
to make Mends in that quarter, and to join the army as 
soon as it should arrive at St. Johns. 

To quiet the restless activity of Ethan Allen, who had 
no command in the army, he was sent with an escort of 
thirty men to retrace his steps, penetrate to La Prairie, and 
beat up for recruits among ^e people whom he had 
recently visited. 
For some time past. General Schuyler had been struggling 
' with a complicafion of maladies, but exerting himself to 
the utmost in the harassing business of the camp, stUl 
hoping to be able to move with the army. When every- 
thing was nearly ready, he was attacked in the night by a 
severe access of his disorder, which confined him to his 
bed, and compelled him to surrender the conduct of the 
expedition to General Montgomery. Since he could be of 
no further use, therefore, in this quarter, he caused his bed, 
as before, to be placed on board a covered bateau, and set 
off for Ticonderoga, to hasten forward reinforcements and 
supplies. An hour after his departure, he met Colonel 
Seth Warner, with one hundred and seventy Green Moun- 
tain Boys, steering for the camp, " being the first," adds 
he, " that have appeared of that boasted corps." Some had 
mutinied and deserted the colonel, and the remainder were 
at Crown Point ; whence they were about to embark. 
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Such was the purport of different lettera received from 
Schuyler ; the last bearing date September 20th. Wash- 
ington was deeply concerned when informed that he had 
quitted the army, supposing that General Wooster, as the 
eldest brigadier, would take rank and command of Monti 
gomery, and considering him deficient in the activity and 
energy required by the difficult service in which he was 
engaged. "I am, therefore," writes he to Schuyler 
•* much alarmed for Arnold, whose expedition was bmlt 
upon yours, and who will infallibly perish, if the invasion 
and entry into Canada are abandoned by your successor. 
I hope by this time the penetration into Canada by your 
army is effected ; but if it is not, and there are any inten- 
tions to lay it aside, I beg it may be done in such a manner 
that Arnold may be saved, by giving him notice ; and in 
the meantime, your army may keep such appearances as to 
fix Carleton, and to prevent the force of Canada beinif 
turned wholly upon Arnold. 

" Should this find you at Albany, and General Wooster 
about taking the conunand, I entreat you to impress him 
strongly with the importance and necessity of pioceediM, 
or so to conduct, that Arnold may have time to retreat** 

What caused this immediate solicitude about Arnold, 
was a letter received from him, dated ten days previously 
from Fort Western, on the Kennebec Eiver. He had sent 
reconnoitring parties ahead in light canoes, to gain intelli- 
gence from the Indians, and take the courses and distances 
to Dead Eiver, a branch of the Kennebec, and he ^was now 
forwarding his troops in bateaux in five divisions, one dsfa 
march apart ; Morgan with his riflemen in the first division. 
Lieutenant-colonel Boger Enos commanding the last As 
soon as the last division should be under way, Arnold was 
to set off in a light skiff to overtake the advance. Chan- 
diere Pond, on Ihe Chaudiere Eiver, was the appointed ren- 
dezvous, whence they were to march in a body towards 
Quebec. 

Judging from the date of the letter, Arnold must at this 
time be making his way, by land and water, through an 
uninhabited and unexplored wilderness, and beyond the 
reach of recall ; his situation, therefore, would be desperate 
should General Wooster fail to follow up the can^aign 



1775.] NOBLE BEFLT OF WOOBTER. 393 

against St, Johns. The solicitude of Washington on his 
account was heightened by the consciousness, that the 
hazardous enterprise in which he was engaged, had chiefly 
been set on foot by himself, and he felt in some degree re- 
sponsible for the safety of the resolute partisan and his 
companions. 

Fortunately, Wooster was not the successor to Schuyler 
in the command of the expedition. Washington was mis- 
taken as to the rank of Ids commission, which was one 
degree lower than that of Montgomery. The veteran him- 
self, who was a gallant soldier, and had seen service in two 
wars, expressed himself nobly in the matter, in reply to 
some inquiry made by Schuyler. " I have the cause of my 
country too much at heart," said he, '* to attempt to make 
any difficulty or imeasiness in the army, upon whom the 
success of an enterprise of almost infinite importance to the 
country is now depending. I shall consider my rank in 
the army what my commission £rom the Continental Con- 
gress makes it, and shall not. attempt to dispute the com- 
mand with General Montgomery at St. Johns." We shall 
give some further particulars concerning this expedition 
{gainst St. Johns, towards which Washington was turning 
BO anxious an eye. 

On the 16th of September, the day after Schuyler's de- 
parture for Ticonderoga, Montgomeiy proceeded to carry 
out the plans which had been concerted between them. 
Landing on the 17th at the place where they had formerly 
encamped, within a mile and a half of the fort, he detached 
a force of five hundred men, among whom were three 
hundred Green Mountain Boys under Colonel Seth Warner, 
to take a position at the junction of two roads leading to 
Montreal and Chamblee, so as to intercept relief from those 
points. He now proceeded to invest St. Johns. A batteiy 
was erected on a point of land commanding the fort, the 
ship yards, and the armed schooner. Another was thrown 
up in the woods on the east side of the fort, at six hundred 
yards distance, and furnished with two small mortars. All 
this was done under an incessant fire from the enemy, 
which, as yet, was but feebly returned. 

St. Johns had a garrison of five or six hundred regulars 
and two hundred Canadian militia. Its conunander, Major 
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Preston, made a brave resistance. Monlgomeiy had not 
proper battering cannon ; his mortars were defectiYe ; his 
artillerists unpractised, aad the engineer ignorant of the 
first principles of his art. The siege went on sjowly, nntil 
the arrival of an artillery company under Captain Lamb, 
expedited from Saratoga by General Schuyler. Lamb, who 
was an able officer, immediately bedded a thirteen-inch 
mortar, and commenced a fire of shot and shells upon the 
fort. The distance, however, was too great, and the posi- 
tions of the batteries were ill chosen. 

A flourishing letter was received by the general from 
Colonel Ethan Allen, giving hope of farther, reinforcement 
** I am now," writes he, ** at the Parish of St. Ours, four 
leagues from Sorel to the south. I have twQ hundred and 
fifty Canadians under arms. As I march, they gather fast 
You may rely on it, that I shall join you in about three 
days, with five hundred or more Canadian volunteers. I 
could raise one or two thousand in a week's time ; but I 
will first visit the army with a less number, and, if neces- 
BA^9 go again recruiting. Those that used to be enemies 
to our cause, come cap in hand to me ; and I swear by the 
Lord, I can raise three times the number of our army in 
Canada, provided you continue the siege. # * * ♦ 
The eyes of all America, nay, of Europe, are or will he 
on the economy of tiiis army, and the consequences attend- 
ing it."» 

Allen waa actually on his way towards St. Johns, when, 
between Longueil and La Prairie, he met Colonel Brown 
with his party of Americans and CanadiaDJS. A conversa- 
tion took place between them. Brown assured him that 
the garrison at Montreal did not exceed thirty men, and 
might easily be suiprised. Allen's partisan spirit was 
instantly excited. Here was a chance for another bold 
stroke equal to that at Ticonderoga. A plan was forthwith 
agreed upon. Allen was to return to Longueil, which is 
nearly opposite Montreal, and cross the St. Lawrence in 
canoes in the night, so as to land a little below the town. 
Brown, with two hundred men, was to cross above, and 
Montreal was to be attacked simultaneously at opposite 
points. 

* Am. Archives, Fourth Series, iit 754. 
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All this was arranged and put in action without the 
consent or knowledge of General Montgomery ; Allen was 
^ain the partisan leader, acting from individiuil impulse. 
His late letter also to General Montgomery would seem ta 
have partaken of fan&ronade ; for the whole force with 
which he undertook his part of this inconsiderate enter- 
prise, was thirty Americans and eighty Canadians. With 
these he crossed the river on the night of the 24th of Sep- 
tember, the few canoes found at Longneil having to ])ass 
to and fro repeatedly, before his petty force could be 
landed. Guards were stationed on the roads to prevent 
any one passing and giving the alarm in Montreal. Day 
dawned, out there was no signal of Major Brown having 
performed his part of the scheme. The enterprise seems 
to have been as ill concerted, as it was ill advised. The 
day advanced, but still no signal ; it was evident Major 
Brown had not crossed. Allen would gladly have re- 
crossed the river, but it was too late. An alarm had been 
given to the town, and he soon found himself encountered 
by about forty regular soldiers, and a hasty levy of Ca- 
nadians and' Lidians. A smart action ensued ; most of 
Allen's Canadian recruits gave way and fled, a number of 
Americans were slain, and he at length surrendered to the 
British officer. Major Campbell, being promised honourable 
terms for himself and thirty-eight of his men, who remained 
with him, seven of whom were wounded. The prisoners 
Were marched into the town and delivered over to General 
Prescott, the commandant. Their rough appearance, and 
rude equipments, were not likely to gain them favour in 
the eyes of the military tactician, who doubtless considered 
them as little better than a band of freebooters on a maraud. 
Their leader, albeit a colonel, must have seemed worthy 
of the band ; for Allen was arrayed in rough frontier 
style ; a deernskin jacket, a vest and breeches of coarse 
serge, worsted stockings, stout shoes, and a red woollen 
cap. 

We give Allen's own account of his reception by the 
British officer. "He asked me my name, which I told 
him. He then asked me whether I was that Colonel 
Allen who took Ticonderoga. I told him I was the 
^ery man. Then he shook his cane over my head, calling 
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me many bard names, among which, he frequently used 
the word rebel, and put himself in a great rage."^ 

Ethan AHen, according to his own account, answered 
with becoming spirit. Indeed he gives somewhat of a 
melodramatic scene, which ended by his being sent on 
board of the ** Gaspee " schooner of war, heavily ironed, to 
be transported to England for trial ; Prescott giving liim 
the parting assurance, sealed with an emphatic oath, that 
he would grace a halter at Tyburn. 

Neither Allen*s courage nor his rhetorical vein deserted 
him on this trying occasion. From his place of confine- 
ment, he indited the following epistle to the general :— 

«* Honourable Sir, — ^In the wheel of transitory events I 
find myself prisoner, and in irons. Probably your honour 
has certain reasons to me inconceivable, though I challenge 
an instance of this sort of economy of the Americans during 
the late war to any officers of the crown. On my part, I 
have to assure your honour, that when I had the command, 
and took Captain Delaplace and Lieutenant Fulton, with 
the garrison of Ticonderoga, I treated them with eveir 
mark of friendship and generosity, the evidence of wM 
is notorious, even in Canada. I have only to add, that! 
expect an honourable and humane treatment, as an officer 
of my rank and merit should have, and subscribe mjself 
your honour's most obedient servant, 

" Ethan Allet." 

In the British publication from which we cite the above, 
the following note is appended to the letter, probably on 
the authority of General Prescott : " N.B. — ^The author of 
the above letter is an outlaw, and a reward offered by the 
New York Assembly for apprehending him."* 

The reckless dash at Montreal, was viewed with conoen 
by the American commander. " I am apprehensive of 
disagreeable consequences arising from Mr. Allen's im- 
prudence," writes General Schuyler. " I always dreaded 
his impatience of subordination, and it was not until after 
a solemn promise made me in the presence of several 
officers, thBkt he would demean himself with propriety, 

1 Am. Archives, iii. 800. * Remembrancer, ii. 51. 
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that I would permit him to attend the army ; nor would 
I have consented then, had not his solicitations heen 
backed by several officers." 

The conduct of Allen was also severely censured by 
Washington. *' His misfortune," said he, " will, I hope, 
teach a lesson of prudence and subordination to others who 
may be ambitious to outshine their general officers, and, 
regardless of order and duty, rush into enterprises which 
have unfjEkvourable effects on the public, and are destruc- 
tive to themselves." 

Partisan exploit had, in fsict, inflated the vanity and 
bewildered the imagination of Allen, and unfitted him 
for regular warfare. Still his name will ever be a favourite 
one with his countrymen. Even his occasional rhodo- 
montade will be tolerated with a good-humoured smile, 
backed as it was by deeds of daring courage ; and among 
the hardy pioneers of oui Eevolution whose untutored 
valour gave the first earnests of its triumphs, will be 
remembered, with honour, the rough Green Mountain 
partisan, who seized upon the ** Keys of Champlain." 

In the letters of Schuyler, which gave Washington ac- 
counts, from time to time, of the preceding events, were 
sad repinings at his own illness, and the multiplied annoy- 
ances which beset him. " The vexation of spirit under 
T^hich I labour," writes he, " that a barbarous complication 
of disorders should prevent me from reaping those laurels 
for which I have unweariedly wrought since I was ho- 
noured with this command ; the anxiety I have suffered 
since my arrival here (at Ticonderoga), lest the army 
should starve, occasioned oy a scandalous want of subordi- 
nation and inattention to my orders, in some of the officers 
that I left to command at the different posts ; the vast 
variety of disagreeable and vexatious incidents that almost 
every hour arise in some department or other, not only 
retard my cure, but have put me considerably back for 
some days past. If Job had been a general in my situa- 
tion, his memory had not been so famous for patience. 
But the glorious end we have in view, and which I have 
confident hope will be attained, will atone for all." Wash- 
ington replied in that spirit of friendship which existed 
between them. •* You do me justice in believing that I 

2d 
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feel the utmost anxiety for your situation, that I sympathise 
with you in all your distresses, and shall most heartily 
share in the joy of your success. My anxiety extends 
itself to poor Arnold, whose fate depends upon the issue of 
your campaign. • • • • • The more I reflect upon 
the importance of your expedition, the greater is my con- 
cern, lest it should sink under insuperable difficulties. I 
look upon the interests and salvation of our bleeding 
country in a great degree as depending upon your success." 

Shortly after writing the above, and while he was still 
full of solicitude about the fate of Arnold, he received a 
despatch from the latter, dated October 13th, £rom the 
great portage or carrying-place between the Kennebec and 
Dead Kiver. 

'* Your Excellency," writes Arnold, *' may possibly think 
we have been tardy in our march, as we have gained so 
little ; but when you consider the badness and weight of 
the bateaux, and large quantities of provisions, &c.y we have 
been obliged to force up against a very rapid stream, where 
you would have taken the men for amphibious animals, as 
they were a great part of the time under water : add to 
this the great fatigue in the portage, you will think I have 
pushed the men as fast as they could possibly bear." 

The toils of the expedition up the Kennebec River had 
indeed been excessive. Part of the men of each division 
managed the boats — ^part marched along the banks. Those 
on board had to labour against swift currents ; to unload at 
rapids; transport the cargoes, and sometimes the boats 
themselves, for some distance on their shoulders, and then 
to reload. They were days in making their way round 
stupendous cataracts ; several times their boats were upset 
and filled with water, to the loss or damage of arms, am- 
munition, and provisions. 

Those on land had to scramble over rocks and precipices; 
to struggle through swamps and fenny streams; or cut 
their way through tangled thickets, which reduced theii 
clothes to rags. With all their efforts, their progress was 
but from four to ten miles a day. At night the men of 
each division encamped together. 

By the time they arrived at the place whence the letter 
was written, fatigue, swamp fevers, and desertion had 
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reduced their numbers to about nine hundred and fifty 
effective men. Arnold, however, wrote in good heart. 
" The last division," said he, ** is just arrived ; three di- 
visions are over the first carrying-place, and as the men are 
in high spirits, I make no doubt of reaching the river 
Chaudiere in eight or ten days, the greatest difficulty being, 
I hope, already past." 

He had some days previously despatched an Indian, 
wbom he considered trusty, with a letter for General 
Schuyler, apprising him of his whereabouts, but as yet had 
received no intelligence either of, or from the general, nor 
did he expect to receive any until he should reach Chau- 
diere Pond. There he calculated to meet the return of his 
express, and then to determine his plan of operations. 



CHAPTEE XLVIII. 



British in Boston send out Cruisers — ^Depredations of Captain Wallace 
along the Coast — Treason in the Camp — Arrest of Dr. Church — His 
Trial and Fate — Conflagration of Falmouth — Irritation throughout 
the Country — Fitting out of Vessels of War — Embarkation of General 
Gage for Ekigland — Committee from Congress — Conferences with 
Washington — Resolutions of Congress to carry on the War — Return 
of Secretary Reed to Philadelphia. 

While the two expeditions were threatening Canada from 
different quarters, the war was going on along the seaboard. 
The British in Boston, cut off from supplies by land, fitted 
out small armed vessels to seek them along the coast of 
New England. The inhabitants drove their cattle into the 
interior, or boldly resisted the aggressors. Parties landing 
to forage were often repulsed by hasty levies of the yeo- 
manry. Scenes of ravage and violence occurred, Stoniug- 
ton was cannonaded, and further measures of vengeance 
were threatened by Captain Wallace of the " Eose " man-of- 
war, a naval officer, who had acquired an almost piratical 
reputation along the coast, and had his rendezvous in the 
harbour of Newport; domineering over the waters of 
Hhode Island.* 
About this time there was an occurrence, which caused 

* Gov. Trumbull to Washington, Sparks' Corresp. of the Rev., i. 27. 

2i>2 
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great excitement in the armies. A woman, coming from 
the camp at Cambridge, applied to a Mr. Wainwood of 
Newport, Bhode Island, to aid her in gaining access to 
Captain Wallace, or Mr. Dudley, the collector. Wainwood, 
who was a patriot, drew from her the object of her errand. 
She was the bearer of a letter from some one in camp, 
directed to Major Kane in Boston ; but which she was to 
deliver either to the captain or the collector. Suspecting 
something wrong, he prevailed upon her to leave it with 
him for delivery. After her departure he opened the letter. 
It was written in cipher which he could not read. He took 
it to Mr. Henry Ward, secretary of the colony. The latter, 
apprehending it might contain treasonable information to 
the enemy, transmitted it to General Greene, who laid it 
before Washington. 

A letter in cipher, to a person in Boston, hostile to the 
cause, and to be delivered into the hands of Captain Wallace 
the nautical marauder ! — there evidently was treason in the 
camp ; but how was the traitor to be detected ? The first 
step was to secure the woman, the bearer of the letter, who 
had returned to Cambridge. Tradition gives us a graphic 
scene connected with her arrest. Waslungton was in his 
chamber at head-quarters, when he beheld from his window, 
General Putnam approaching on horseback, with a stout 
woman en croupe behind him. He had pounced upon the 
culprit. The group presented by the old general and his 
prize, overpowered even Washington's gravity. It was the 
only occasion throughout the whole campaign on 'which he 
was known to laugh heartily. He had recovered his gravity 
by the time the delinquent was brought to the foot of the 
broad staircase in head-quarters, and assured her in a severe 
tone from the head of it, that, unless she confessed eveiy- 
ihing before the next morning, a halter would be in readinee 
for her. 

So far the tradition ; — his own letter to the President of 
Congress states that, for a long time, the woman wras proof 
against every threat and persuasion to discover the author, 
but at length named Dr. Benjamin Church. It seemed 
incredible. He had borne the character of a distinguished 
patriot ; he was the author of various patriotic writings ; a 
member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives; 
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one of the committee deputed to conduct Washington to 

the army, and at present he discharged the functions of 

surgeon-general and director of the hospitals. That such a 

man should be in traitorous correspondence with the enemy, 

^vvus a thunderstroke. Orders were given to secure him 

and his papers. On his arrest he was extremely agitated, but 

acknowledged the letter, and said it would be found, when 

deciphered, to contain nothing criminal. His papers were 

searched, but nothing of a treasonable nature discovered. 

*' It appeared, however, on inquiry," says Washington, 

*' that a confidant had been among the papers before my 

messenger arrived." 

The letter was deciphered. It gave a description of the 
army. The doctor made an awkward defence, protesting 
that he had given an exaggerated account of the American 
force, for the purpose of deterring the enemy from attacking 
the American lines in their present defenceless condition 
from the want of powder. His explanations were not satis- 
factory. The army and coimtry were exceedingly irritated. 
In a council of war he was convicted of criminal corre- 
spondence ; he was expelled from the Massachusetts House 
of Eepresentatives, and the Continental Congress ultimately 
resolved that he should be confined in some secure gaol in 
Connecticut, without the use of pen, ink, or paper ; and 
that no person be allowed to converse with him, except in 
the presence and hearing of a magistrate or the sheriff of 
the county." 

His sentence was afterwards mitigated on account of his 
health, and he was permitted to leave the country. He 
embarked for the West Indies, and is supposed to have 
perished at sea. 

What had caused especial irritation in the case of Dr. 
Church, was the kind of warfiare already mentioned, carried 
on along the coast by British cruisers, and notoriously by 
Captain Wallace. To check these maraudings, and to cap- 
ture the enemy's transports laden with supplies, the pro- 
vinces of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, 
fitted out two armed vessels each, at their own expense, 
without seeking the sanction or aid of Congress. Washing- 
ton, also, on his own responsibility, ordered several to be 
equipped for like purpose, which were to be manned by 
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hardy mariners, and coounanded by able sea captains, 
actually serving in the army. One of these vessels was 
despatched, as soon as ready, to cruise between Cape Ann 
and Cape Cod. Two others were fitted out with all haste, 
and sent to cruise in the waters of the St. Lawrence, to 
intercept two una^rmed brigantines which Congress had 
been informed had sailed from England for Quebec, vidth 
ammunition and military stores. Among the sturdy little 
New England seaports, which had become obnoxioxis to 
punishment by resistance to nautical exactions, was Fal- 
mouth (now Portland), in Maine. 

On the evening of the 11th October, Lieutenant Mowat, 
of the royal navy, appeared before it with several armed 
vessels, and sent a letter on shore, apprising the inhabitants 
that he was come to execute a just punishment on them for 
their "premeditated attacks on the legal prerogatives of 
the best of sovereigns." Two hours were given them, " to 
remove the hiunan species out of the town," at the period 
of which, a red pendant hoisted at the main-top-gallant 
masthead, and a gun, would be the signal for destruction. 

The letter brought a deputation of three persons on 
board. The lieutenant informed them verbally, that he 
had orders from Admiral Graves to set fire to all the seaport 
towns between Boston and Halifax ; and he expected New 
York, at the present moment, was in ashes. 

With much difficulty, and on the surrendering of some 
arms, the committee obtained a respite imtil nine o'clock 
the next morning, and the inhabitants employed the interval 
in removing their families and effects. The next morning 
the committee returned on board before nine o'clock. The 
lieutenant now offered to spare the town on certain con- 
ditions, which were refused. About half-past nine o'clock 
the red pendant was run up to the masthead, and the signal 
gun fired. Within five minutes several houses were in 
fiames, from a discharge of carcasses and bomb-shells, which 
continued throughout the day. The inhabitants, " standing 
on the heights, were spectators of the conflagration, whi(£ 
reduced many of them to penury and despair." One 
hundred and thirty-nine dwelling-houses, and two hundred 
and twenty-eight stores, are said to have been burnt.* All 

^ Holmes's Annals, ii. 220. 
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the vessels in the harbour, likewise^ were destroyed or 
carried away as prizes. 

Having satisfied his sense of justice with respect to Fal- 
mouth, the gallant lienj:enant left it a smoking ruin, and 
made sail, as was said, for Boston, to supply himself with 
more ammunition, having the intention to destroy Forts- 
mouth also.^ 

The confUkgration of Falmouth was as a bale-fire through- 
out the country. . Lieutenant Mowat was said to have in- 
formed the committee at that place, that orders had come 
from England to bum all the seaport towns that woiQd not 
lay down and deliver up their arms, and give hostages for 
their good behaviour." 

Washington himself supposed such to be the case. ** The 
desolation and misery," writes he, "which ministerial 
vengeance had planned, in contempt of every principle of 
humanity, and so lately brought on the town of Falmouth, 
I know not how sufficiently to commiserate, nor can my 
compassion for the general suffering be conceived beyond 
the true measure of my feelings." 

General Greene, too, in a letter to a friend, expresses 
himself with equal warmth. ** O, could the Congress be- 
hold the distresses and wretched condition of the poor 
inhabitants driven from the seaport towns, it must, it 
would, kindle a blaze of indignation against the commis- 
sioned pirates and licensed robbers i # * # People begin 
heartily to wish a declaration of independence." * 

General Sullivan was sent to Portsmouth, where there 
Was a fortification of some strength, to give the inhabitants 
his advice and assistance in warding off the menaced blow. 
Newport also was put on the alert, and recommended to 
fortify itself. " I expect every hour," writes Washington, 
" to hear that Newport has shared the same fate of unhappy 
Falmouth."* Under the feeling roused by these reports, 
the General Court of Massachusetts, exercising a sovereign 
power, passed an Act for encouraging the fitting out of 
armed vessels to defend the sea-coast of America, and for 
erecting a court to try and condemn all vessels that should 
he found infesting the same. This Act, granting letters of 

* Letter of P. Jones. ■ Letter from Gen. Greene, to Gk)v. Cooke. 

* Am. Archives, iii. 1145. ^ Letter to the President of Congress. 
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marque and reprisal, anticipated any measure of tke kind 
on the part of the General Government, and was pro- 
nounced by John Adams *' one of the most important docu- 
ments in history." * 

The British Ministry have, in later days, been exculpated 
from the charge of issuing such a desolating order as that 
said to have been reported by Lieutenant Mowat. The 
orders under which that officer acted, we are told, emanated 
from General Gage and Admiral Graves. The former in- 
tended merely the annoyance and destruction of rebel 
shipping, whether on the coast or in the harbours to the 
eastward of Boston ; the burning of the town is surmised 
to have been an additional thought of Admiral Graves. 
Naval officers have a passion for bombardments. 

Whatever part General Gage may have had in this most 
ill-advised and discreditable measure, it was the last of his 
military government, and he did not remain long enough 
in the country to see it carried into effect. He sailed for 
England on the 10th of October. The tidings of the battle 
of Bunker's Hill had withered his laurels as a commander. 
Still he was not absolutely superseded, but called hooie, 
** in order," as it was considerately said, ** to give liis 
Majesty exact information of everything, and suggest such 
matters as his knowledge and experience of the service 
might enable him to furnish." During his absence Major- 
general Howe would act as commander-in-chief of the 
colonies on the Atlantic Ocean, and Major general Carleton 
of the British forces in Canada and on ibe frontiers. Gage 
fully expected to return and resume the command. In a 
letter written to the minister. Lord Dartanouth, the day 
before sailing, he urged the arrival, early in the spring, of 
reinforcements which had been ordered, anticipating great 
hazard at the opening of the campaign. In the mean ime 
he trusted that two thousand troops, shortly expected from 
Ireland, would enable him '' to distress the rebels by incur- 
sions along the coast," and " he hoped Portsmouth in New 
Hampshire would feel the weight of his Majesty's arms.'' 
" Poor Gage," writes Horace Walpole, " is to be the scape- 
goat for what was a reason against employing him — ^inca- 
pacity." He never returned to America. 

» See life of Gerry, 109. 
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On the 15th of October a committee from Congress arrived 
in camp, sent to hold a conference with Washington, and 
with delegates from the governments of Connecticut, Ehode 
Island, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire, on the subject 
of a new organization of the army. The committee con- 
sisted of Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Lynch of Carolina, 
and Colonel Harrison of Virginia. It was just twenty 
years since Washington had met Franklin in Bmddock's 
camp, aiding that unwary general by his sagacious counsels 
and prompt expedients. Franklin was regarded with 
especial deference in the camp at Cambridge. Greene, 
who had never met with him before, listened to him as to 
an oracle. 

Washington was president of the board of conference, 
and Mr. Joseph Eeed secretary. The committee brought 
an intimation from Congress that an attack upon Boston 
was much desired, if practicable. 

Washington called a council of war of his generals on the 
subject ; they were unanimously of opinion that an attack 
would not be prudent at present. 

Another question now arose. An attack upon the British 
forces in Boston, whenever it should take place, might 
require a bombardment : Washington inquired of the dele- 
gates how far it might be pushed to the destruction of 
houses and property. They considered it a question of too 
much importance to be decided by them, and said it miu3t 
be referred to Congress. But though they declined taking 
upon themselves fiie responsibility, the majority of them 
were strongly in favour of it ; and expressed themselves so 
when the matter was discussed informally in camp. Two 
of the committee. Lynch and Harrison, as well as Judge 
Wales, delegate from Connecticut, when the possible effects 
of a bombardment were suggested at a dinner table, de- 
clared that they would be willing to see Boston in flames. 
Lee, who was present, observed that it was impossible to 
bum it unless they sent in men vnth bundles of straw to 
do it. " It could not be done vnth carcasses and red-hot 
shot. Isle Eoyal," he added, " in the river St. Lawrence, 
had been fired at for a long time in 1760, with a fine train 
of artillery, hot shot and carcasses, without effect." * 

^ * Life of Dr. Belknap, p. 96. The doctor was present at the abovt- 
ttted conversation. 
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The board of conference wae repeatedly in session, for 
three or four days. The report of its deliberations rendered 
by the committee, produced a resolution of Congress that 
a new army of twenty-two thousand two hundred and 
seventy-two men and officers, should be formed, to be 
recruited as much as possible from the troops actually 
in service. Unfortunately the term for which they were 
to be enlisted was to be hut for one year. It formed a prece- 
dent which became a recurring cause of embarrassment 
throughout the war. 

Washington's secretary, Mr. Eeed, had, after the close of 
the conference, signified to him his intention to return to 
Philadelphia, where his private concerns required his 
presence. His departure was deeply regretted. His 
fluent pen had been of great assistance to Washington in 
the despatch of his multifarious correspondence, and his 
judicious counsels and cordial sympathies had been stiU 
more appreciated by the commander-in-chief, amid the 
multiplied difficulties of his situation. On the departure 
of Mr. Eeed, his place as secretary was temporarily sup- 
plied by Mr. Robert Harrison of Maryland, and subse- 
quently by Colonel Mifflin; neither, however, attained 
to the affectionate confidence reposed in their predecessor. 

We shall have occasion to quote the correspondence kept 
up between Washington and Eeed, during the absence 
of the latter. The letters of the former are peculiarly 
interesting, as giving views of what was passing, not 
merely around him, but in the recesses of his own heart. 
No greater proof need be given of the rectitude of that 
heart, than the clearness and fulness with which, in these 
truthful documents, every thought and feeling is laid open. 



CHAPTEE XLIX. 



Measures of Qeneral Howe — Desecration of Churches — ^Three ProcLuna- 
tions — SeijEure of Tories — Want of Artillery — Hemy Knox, the 
Artillerist — ^His Mission to Ticonderoga — ^Be-enlistment of Troops — 
Iiack of Public Spirit — Comments of General Greene. 

The measures which General Howe had adopted after 
taking command in Boston, rejoiced the royalisls, seeming 
to justify their anticipations. He proceeded to strengthen 
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the works on Bunker's Hill and Boston Neck, and to clear 
away houses and throw up redoubts on eminences within 
the town. The patriot inhabitants were shocked by the 
desecration of the Old South Church, which for more than 
a hundred years had been a fjEkvourite place of worship, 
where some of the most eminent divines had officiated. 
The pulpit and pews were now removed, the floor was 
covered with earth, and the sacred edifice was converted 
into a riding- school for Bui^oyne's light dragoons. To 
excuse its desecration, it was spoken of scoffingly as a 
*' meeting-house, where sedition had often been preached." 

The Noiih. Church, another •' meeting-house," was 
entirely demolished and used for fuel. " Thus," says a 
chronicler of the day, "thus are our houses devoted to 
religious worship, profaned and destroyed by the subjects 
of lus royal majesty."* 

About the last of October Howe issued three proclama- 
tions. The first forbade all persons to leave Boston 
without his permission under pain of military execution ; 
the second forbade any one, so permitted, to take with him 
more than five pounds sterling, under paiu of forfeiting 
all the money found upon his person and being subject to 
fine and imprisonment ; the third called upon the in- 
habitants to arm themselves for the preservation of order 
within the town ; they to be commanded by officers of his 
appointment. 

Washington had recently been incensed by the conflc^ra^ 
tion of Falmouth ; the conduct of Governor Dunmore, who 
had proclaimed martial law in Virginia, and threatened 
ruin to the patriots, had added to his provocation; the 
measures of General Howe seemed of the same harsh 
character, and he determined to retaliate. 

" Would it not be prudent," writes he to Governor 
Trumbull of Connecticut, " to seize those tories who have 
heen, are, and we know will be active against us ? Why 
Bhould persons who are preying upon the vitals of their 
country, be suffered to stalk at large, whilst we know they 
^U do us every mischief in their power ? " 

In this spirit he ordered General Sullivan, who was 

* Thacher^s Military Journal, p. 50. 
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fortifying Portsmouth, '* to seize upon sncli persons as 
held commissions nnder the crown, and were acting as 
open and avowed enemies to their country, and hold Ihem 
as hostages for the security of the town." Still he was 
moderate in his retaliation, and stopped short of private 
individuals. *' For the present," said he, *' I shall avoid 
giving the like order with regard to the taries of Ports- 
mouth ; but the day is not fax off when they will meet with 
this, or a worse fate, if there is not a considerable reforma- 
tion in their conduct.'* * 

The season was fast approaching when the bay between 
the camp and Boston would be frozen over, and militair 
operations might be conducted upon the ice. General 
Howe, if reinforced, would then very probably '* endea- 
vour to relieve himself from the disgraceful confinement 
in which the ministerial troops had been all summer." 
Washington felt the necessity, therefore, of guarding the 
camps wherever they were most assailable ; and of throw- 
ing up batteries for the purpose. He had been embarrassed 
throughout the siege by the want of artillery and ordnance 
stores, but never more so than at the present moment 
In this juncture, Mr. Henry Ejiox stepped forward, and 
offered to proceed to the frontier forts on Champlain in 
quest of a supply. 

Knox was one of those providential characters which 
spring up in emergencies, as if they were formed by and 
for the occasion. A thriving bookseller in Boston, he had 
thrown up business to take up arms for the liberties of his 
country. He was one of the patriots who had fought on 
Bunker's Hill, since when he had aided in planning the 
defences of the camp before Boston. The aptness and 
talent here displayed by him as an artillerist, had recently 
induced Washington to recommend him to Congress for the 
command of the regiment of artillery in place of the veteran 
Gridley, who was considered by all the officers of the camp 
too old for active employment. Congress had not yet 
acted on that recommendation : in the mean time Wash- 
ington availed himself of the offered services of Knox in 
the present instance. He was, accordingly, instructed to 

< Letter to William Palfrey. Sparks, iit. 158. 
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examine into the state of the artillery in camp, and take an 
accoimt of the cannon, mortars, shells, lead, and ammu- 
nition that were wanting. He was then to hasten to New 
York, procTire and forward all that conld be had there, and 
thence proceed to the head-quarters of General Schuyler, 
who was requested by letter to aid him in obtaining what 
further suppHes of the kind were wanting from the forts 
at Ticonderoga, Crown Poiut, St. Johns, and even Quebec, 
should it be in the hands of the Americans, Knox set 
off on his errand with promptness and alacrity, and shortly 
afterwards the commission of colonel of the regiment of 
artillery w^hich Washington had advised, was forwarded to 
him by Congress. 

The re-enlistment of troops actually in service was now 
attempted, and proved a fruitful source of perplexity. In 
a letter to the President of Congress, Washington observes 
that half of the officers of the rank of captain were inclined 
to retire ; and it was probable their example would in- 
fluence their men. Of those who were disposed to remain, 
the officers of one colony were unwilling to mix in the 
same regiment with those of another. Many sent in their 
names, to serve in expectation of promotion ; others stood 
aloof, to see what advantages they could make for them- 
selves ; while those who had declined sent in their names 
again to serve/ The difficulties were greater, if possible, 
with the soldiers than with the officers. They would not 
enlist unless they knew their colonel, lieutenant-colonel, 
and captain; Connecticut men being unwilling to serve 
under officers from Massachusetts, and Massachusetts men 
under officers from Khode Island ; so that it was necessary 
to appoint the officers first. 

Twenty days later he again writes to the President of 
Congress : " I am sorry to be necessitated to mention to 
you the egregious want of public spirit which prevails here 
Instead of pressing to be engaged in the cause of their 
country, which I vainly flattered myself wotdd be the case, 
I find we are likely to be deserted in a most critical time. 
* ♦ * Our situation is truly alarming, and of this 
Gleneral Howe is well apprised. No doubt when he is* re- 
inforced he will avail himself of the information." 

* Waahington to the President of Congress, Nov. 8. 
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In a letter to Beed he disburdened his heart more com- 
pletely. *' Such dearth of public spirit, and such ^want of 
virtue ; such stock-jobbing, and fertility in all the low arts 
to obtain advantage of one kind or another in this great 
change of military arrangement, I never saw before, and I 
pray God's mercy that I may never be witness to again. 
vVheit will be the end of these manoeuvres is beyond my 
scan. I tremble at the prospect. We have been till this 
time (Nov. 28) enlisting about three thousand five hundred 
men. To engage these, I have been obliged to allow fur- 
loughs as fEu: as fifty men to a regiment, and the officers, 
I am persuaded, indulge many more. The Connecticnt 
troops will not be prevailed upon to stay longer than theii 
term, saving those who have enlisted for the next cam- 
paign, and are mostly on furlough ; and such a mercenaiy 
spirit pervades the whole, that I should not be surprised at 
any disaster that may happen. * * ♦ Could I have fore- 
seen what I have experienced, and am likely to experience, 
no consideration upon earth should have induced me to 
accept this command." 

No one drew closer to Washington in this time of bis 
troubles and perplexities than General Greene. He had a 
■real veneration for his character, and thought himself 
" happy in an opportunity to serve under so good a gene- 
ral." He grieved at Washington's annoyances, but attri- 
buted them in part to his being somewhat of a stranger in 
New England. '* He has not had time," writes he, '* to 
make himself aciquainted with the genius of this people : 
they are naturally as brave and spirited as the peasantry of 
any other country ; but you cannot expect veterans of a 
raw militia from only a few months' service. The common 
people are exceedingly avaricious; the genius of the people 
is commercial, from their long intercourse with trade. The 
sentiment of honour, the true characteristic of a soldier, 
has not yet got the better of interest. His Excellency has 
been taught to believe the people here a superior race of 
mortals ; and finding them of the same temper and dispo- 
sitions, passions and prejudices, virtues and vices of the 
common people of other governments, they sank in his 
esteem." ' 

» Greene to Dep. Gov. Ward. Am. Arch., Fourth Series, iii. 114S. 
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CHAPTEE L. 

Affairs in Canadar- Capture of Fort Chamblee— Siege of St. JohnB — 
Maclean and his Highlanders — ^Montgomery on the treatment of 
Ethan Allen — Kepulse of Carleton— Capitulation of the Ghirrison of 
St. JohnB — Qenerous Conduct of Montgomery — Maclean re-embarks 
for Quebec — Weary struggle of Arnold through the Wilderness — 
Defection of Colonel £noB — Arnold in the Valley of the Chaudiere — 
His arrival opposite Quebec — Surrender of Montreal — Escape of 
Carleton — Home ISickness of the American Troops. 

Despatches from Schuyler, dated October 26th, gave Wash- 
ington another chapter of the Canada expedition. Cham- 
blee, an inferior fort, within five miles of St. Johns, had 
been taken by Majors Brown and Livingston at the head 
of fifty Americans and three hundred Canadians. A large 
quantity of gunpowder, and other military stores found 
fliere, TsraB a seasonable supply to the army before St. Johns, 
and consoled General Montgomery for his disappointment 
in regard to the aid promised by Colonel Ethan Allen. He 
now pressed the siege of St. Johns with vigour. The gar- 
rison, cut off from supplies, were suffering from want of 
provisions ; but the brave commander, Major Preston, still 
held out manfully, hoping speedy relief from General 
Carleton, who was assembling troops for that purpose at 
Montreal. 

Carleton, it is true, had but about one hundred regulars, 
several hundred Canadians, and a niimber of Indians with 
him; but he calculated greatly on the co-operation of 
Colonel Maclean, a veteran Scot, brave and bitterly loyaJ, 
"^ho had enlisted three hundred of his countrymen at 
Quebec, and formed them into a regiment called ** The 
Royal Highland Emigrants." This doughty Highlander 
"^as to land at the mouth of the Sorel, where it empties into 
the St, Lawrence, and proceed along the former river to St. 
Johns, to join Carleton, who would repair thither by the 
way of Longueil. 

In the meantime, Montgomery received accounts -from 
various quarters that Colonel Ethan Allen and his men, 
captured in the ill-advised attack upon Montreal, were 
treated with cruel and unnecessary severity, being loaded 



412 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1775. 

with irons; and that even the colonel himself was sub- 
jected to this " shocking indignity." Montgomery ad- 
dressed a letter to Carleton on the subject, strong and 
decided in its purport, but written in the spirit of a cour- 
teous and high-minded gentleman, and ending with an ex- 
pression of that sad feeling which gallant officers must 
often have experienced in this revolutionary conflict, on 
being brought into collision with former brothers in anus. 

" Your character, sir," writes he, " induces me to hope I 
am ill informed. Nevertheless, the duty I owe the troops 
committed to my charge, lays me under the necessity of 
acquainting your Excellency, that, if you allow this con- 
duct and persist in it, I shall, though with the most painful 
regret, execute with rigour the just and necessary law of 
retaliation upon the garrison of Chamblee, now in my pos- 
session, and upon all others who may hereafter fell into my 
hands. * » # * I shall expect your Excellency's 
answer in six days. Should the bearer not return in that 
time, I must interpret your silence into a declaration of a 
barbarous war. I cannot pass this opportunity without 
lamenting the melancholy and fatal necessity, which obliges 
the firmest friends of the constitution to oppose one of the 
most respectable officers of the crown." 

While waiting for a reply, Montgomery pressed the siege 
of St. Johns, though thwarted continually by the want of 
subordination and discipline among his troops ; hasty levies 
from various colonies, who, said he,^*^' carry the spirit of 
freedom into the field, and think for themselves." Accus- 
tomed as he had been, in his former military experience, to 
the implicit obedience of European troops, flie insubordina- 
tion of these yeoman soldiery was intolerable to him. 
" Were I not afraid," writes he, " the example would be too 
generally followed, and that the public service might suffer, 
I would not stay an hour at the head of troops whose opera- 
tions I camiot direct. I must say I have no hopes of suc- 
cess, unless from the garrison's wanting provisions." 

He had advanced his lines and played from his batteries 
on two sides of the fort for some hours, when tidings 
brought by four prisoners, caused him to cease his fire. 

General Carleton, on the 31st of September, had em- 
barked his motley force at Montreal in thirty-four boats, to 
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cross the St. Lawrence, land at Longueil, and push on for 
3t. Johns, where, as concerted, he was to he joined hy Mac- 
Lean and his Highlanders. As the hoats approached the 
right bank of the river at Longueil, a terrible fire of artil- 
lery and musketry was nnexpectedly opened npon them, 
and threw them into confosion. It was from Colonel Seth 
Warner's detachment of Green Mountain Boys and New 
Yorkers. Some of the boats were disabled, some were 
driven on shore on an island ; Carleton retreated with the 
rest to Montreal, with some loss in killed and wounded. 
The Americans captured two Canadians and two Indians ; 
and it was these prisoners who brought tidings to the camp 
of Carleton's signial repulse. 

Aware that the garrison held out merely in expectation 
of the relief thus intercepted, Montgomery ceased his fire, 
and sent a flag by one of the Canadian prisoners, with a 
letter informing Major Preston of the event, and inviting a 
surrender to spare the effusion of blood. 

Preston in reply, expressed a doubt of the truth of the 
report brought by the prisoners, but offered to surrender if 
not relieved in four days. The condition was refused, and 
the gallant major was obliged to capitulate. His garrison 
consisted of five hundred regulars and one hundred Cana- 
dians ; among the latter were several of the provincial 
noblesse. 

Montgomery treated Preston and his garrison with the 
courtesy inspired by their gallant resistance. He had been 
a Britii^ of&cer himself, and his old associations with the 
service, made him sympathise with the brave men whom 
the fortune of war had thrown into his hands. Perhaps, 
their high-bred and aristocratic tone contrasted favourably 
in his eyes, with the rough demeanour of the crude swords- 
men with whom he had recently associated, and brought 
back the feelings of early days, when war with him was a 
gay profession, not a melancholy duty. According to 
capitulation, the baggage of both officers and men were 
secured to them, and each of the latter received a new suit 
of clothing £rom the captured stores. This caused a mur- 
mur among the American soldiery, many of whom were 
nearly naked, and the best but scantily provided. Even 
some of the officers were indignant that all the articles of 

2 E 
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clothing bad not been treated as lawfdl spoil. '* I would 
not bave sullied my own reputation, nor disgraced the Con- 
tinental arms by such a breach of capitulation for the uni- 
verse," said Montgomery. Having sent his prisoners up 
Lake Champlain to Ticonderoga, he prepared to proceed 
immediately to Montreal ; requesting Greneral Schuyler to 
forward all the men he could possibly spare. 

The Boyal Highland Emigrants, who were to have co- 
operated with General Carleton, met with no better fortune 
than that commander. Maclean landed at the mouth of 
the Sorel, and added to hia force by recruiting a number 
of Canadians in the neighbourhood, at the point of the 
bayonet. He was in fall march for St. John's ^when he 
was encountered by Majors Brown and Livingston with 
their party, fresh from the capture of Chamblee, and 
reinforced by a number of Green Mountain Boys. These 
pressed him back to the mouth of the Sorel, where, hearing 
of ^ the repulse of Carleton, cmd being deserted by his 
Canadian recruits, he embarked the residue of his troops, 
cmd set off down the St. Lawrence to Quebec. The Ameri- 
cans now took post at the mouth of the Sore*., where they 
creeled batteries so as to command the St. Lawrence, and 
prevent the descent of any armed vessels from Montreal. 

Thus closed another chapter of the invasion of Canada. 
" Not a word of Arnold yet," said Montgomery, in his 
last despatch. *' I have sent two expresses to hun lately, 
one by an Lidian who promised to return with ex^>edition. 
The instant I have any news of him, I will acquaint you 
by express." 

We will anticipate his express, by giving the reader the 
purport of letters received by Washington direct from 
Arnold himself, bringing forward the collateral branch of 
this eventful enterprise. 

The transportation of troops and effects across the oarry- 
ing-place between the Kennebec and Dead Biveis, had 
been a work of severe toil cmd difficulty to Arnold and his 
men, but performed with admirable spirit. There were 
ponds and streams full of trout and salmpn, which fur- 
nished them with fresh provisions. Launching their boats 
on the sluggish waters of the Dead Biver, they navigated 
it in divisions, as before, to the foot of snow-crowned 
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monntains ; a part of the great granite cliain which extends 
from south-west to north>east throughout our continent. 
Here, while Arnold and the first division were encamped 
to repose themselves, heavy rains set in, and they came 
near being swept away by sndden torrents from the moun- 
tains. Several of their boats were overturned, much of 
tbeir provisions were lost, the sick list increased, and the 
good spirits which had hitherto sustained them began to 
give way. They were on scanty alio waaice, with a prospect 
of harder times, for there were still twelve or fifteen days 
of wilderness before them, where no supplies were to be 
had. A council of war was now held, in which it was 
determined to send back the sick and disabled, who were 
mere incumbrances. Arnold, accordingly, wrote to the 
commanders of the other divisions, to press on with as 
many of their men as they could famish with provisions 
for fifteen days, and to send the rest back to a place on 
the route called Norridgewock. This order was misunder- 
stood, or misinterpreted by Colonel Enos, who commanded 
the rear division ; he gave all the provisions he could spare 
to Colonel Greene of the third division, retaining merely 
enough to supply his own corps of three hundred men on 
their way back to Norridgewock, whither he imjmediately 
returned. 

Letters from Arnold and Enos apprised Washington of 
this grievons flaw in the enterprise. He regarded it, 
however, as iisual, with a hopeful eye. ** Notwithstand- 
ing this great defection," said he, " I do not despair of 
Colonel Arnold's success. He will have, in all probability, 
many more difficulties to encounter, than if he had been a 
fortnight sooner ; as it is likely that Governor Carleton 
'^U, with what forces he can collect after the surrender of 
the rest of Canada, throw himself into Quebec, and there 
make his last effort." ' 

Washington was not mistaken in the confidence he had 
placed in the energy of Arnold. Though the latter found 
his petty force greatly reduced by the retrograde move of 
Enos and his party, and although snow and ice rendered 
his march still more bleak among the mountains, he kept 

' Washington to the Piresident of Congress, Nov. 1 9th. 

2 k2 



416 LIFE OF WASHINGTON. [1775. 

on with iiiiflincliiiig spirit until lie arrived at the ridge 
which divides the streams of New England and Canada. 
Here, at Lake Megantic, the source of the Chaudiere, he 
met an emissary whom he had sent in advance to ascertain 
the feelings of the haJbitans^ or French yeomanry, in the 
fertile valley of that stream. His report being favourable, 
Arnold shiured out among the different companies the 
scanty provisions which remained, directing them to make 
the best of their way for the Chaudiere settlements ; while 
he, with a light foraging party, would push rapidly ahead, 
to procure and send back supplies. 

He accordingly embarked with his little party in five 
bateaux and a birch canoe, and launched forth without a 
guide on the swift current of the Chaudiere. It was little 
better than a mountain torrent, fall of rocks and rapids. 
Three of their boats were dashed to pieces, the eai^oes 
lost, and the crews saved with diflSculty. At one time, 
the whole party came near being precipitated over a 
cataract, where aU might have perished: at length they 
reached Sertigan, the first French settlement, where they 
were cordially received. Here Arnold bought provisions, 
which he sent back by the Canadians and Indians to his 
troops. The latter were in a state of starvation. Some 
had not tasted food for eight-and-forty hours ; others had 
cooked two dogs, followers of the camp ; cmd others had 
boiled their moccasins, cartouch-boxes, and other articles 
of leather, in the hope of rendering them eatable. 

Arnold halted for a short time in the hospitable valley 
pf the Chaudiere, to give his troops repose, and distributed 
among the inhabitants the printed manifesto with which 
he had been famished by Washington, Here he was 
joined by about forty Norridgewock Indians. On the 9tli 
of November, the little army emerged from the woods at 
Point Levi, on the St. Lawrence, opposite to Quebec. A 
letter, written by an inhabitant of that place, speaks of their 
sudden apparition. 

*' There are about 600 Provincials arrived at Point Levi, 
opposite to the town, by the way of Chaudiere across the 
woods. Surely a miracle must Iwive been wrought in their 
favour. It is an undertaking above the common race of 
men in this debauched age. They have travelled through 
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woods and bogs, and over precipices, for the space of one 
hundred and twenty miles, attended with every incon- 
venience and difficulty, to be surmounted only by men of 
indefatigable zeal and industry." 

Leaving Arnold in fall sight of Quebec, which, affcer his 
long struggle through the wilderness, must have appeared 
like a land of promise, we turn to narrate the events of the 
upper expedition into Canada, of which the letters of 
Schuyler kept Washington fetithfully informed. 

Montgomery appeared before Montreal on the 12th of 
November. General Carleton had embarked with his 
little garrison, and several of the civil officers of the place, 
on board of a flotilla of ten or eleven small vessels, and 
made sail in the night, with a fja,vourable breeze, carrying 
away with him the powder and other important stores. 
The town capitulated, of course; and Montgomery took 
quiet possession. His urbanity and kindness soon won the 
good will of the inhabitants, both English and French, and 
made the Canadians sensible that he really came to secure 
their rights, not to molest them. Intercepted letters ac- 
quainted him with Arnold's arrival in the neighbourhood 
of Quebec, and the great alarm of " the king's friends," 
who expected to be besieged : ** which, with the bless- 
ing of God, they shall be," said Montgomery, " if the 
severe season holds off, and I can prevail on tike troops to 
accompany me." 

His great immediate object, was the capture of Carleton ; 
which would form a tiiumphal close to llie enterprise, and 
might decide the fate of Canada. The flotilla, in which the 
general was embarked, had made repeated attempts to 
escape down the St. Lawrence; but had as often been 
driven back by the batteries thrown up by the Americans 
at the mouth of the Sorel. It now lay anchored about 
fifteen miles above that river ; and Montgomery prepared 
to attack it with bateaux and light artillery, so as to force 
it down upon the batteries. 

Carleton saw his imminent peril. Disguising himself as 
a Canadian voyager, he set off on a dark night accompanied 
by six peasants, in a boat with muffled oars, which he 
assisted to pull ; slipped quietly and silently past all the 
batteries and guard-boats, and effected his escape to Three 
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BiveTB, where he embarked in a vessel for Quebec. After 
his departure the flotilla surrendered, and all those who 
had taken refuge on board were made prisoners of war. 
Among them was General Prescott, late commander of 
Montreal. 

Montgomery now placed garrisons in Montreal, St, Johns, 
and Chamblee, and made final preparations for descending 
the St. Lawrence, and co-operating with Arnold against 
Quebec. To his disappointment and deep chagrin, he 
found but a handful of his troops disposed to accompany 
him. Some pleaded ill health; the term of enlistment 
of many had expired, and they were bent on returning 
home; and others, who had no such excuses to make, 
became exceedingly turbulent, and indeed mutinous. 
Nothing but a sense of public duty, and gratitude to 
Congress for an unsought commission, had induced Mont- 
gomery to engage in the service : wearied^ by the continual 
vexations which beset it, he avowed, in a letter to Schuyler, 
his determination to retire as soon as the intended ex- 
pedition against Quebec was finished. *' Will not yotu 
health permit you to reside at Montreal this winter?" 
writes he to Schuyler ; " I must go home, if I walk by the 
side of the lake. I am weary of power, and totally want 
that patience and temper so requisite for such a conmiand." 
Much of the insubordination of the troops he attributed to 
the want of tact and cultivation in their officers ; who had 
been suddenly advanced from inferior stations and coarse 
employments. ** An affair happened yesterday," writes he 
to Schuyler on the 24th of November, " which had very 
near sent me home. A number of officers presumed to 
remonstrate against the indulgence I had given some of 
the king's troops. Such an insult I could not bear, and 
immediately resigned. To-day they qualified it by Buch 
an apology, as put it in my power to resume the com- 
mand." In the same spirit he writes : "I wish some 
method could be fallen upon for engaging gentlemen to 
serve. A point of honour and more knowledge of the 
world, to be found in that class of men, would. greatly 
reform discipline, and render the troops much more 
tractable." 

The troops which had given Montgomery so much an- 
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noyanoe, and refused to continiie with him in Canada, soon 
began to arrive at Ticonderoga. Schuyler, in a letter to 
Congress, gives a half-querulous, half-humorous account 
of their conduct. " About three hundred of the troops 
raised in Connecticut, passed here within a few days. An 
unhappy home-sickness prevails. These all came down as 
invalids, not one willing to re-engage for the winter's 
service; and, unable "^o get any work done by them, I 
discharged them en groupe. Of all the specifics ever in- 
vented for ant/^ there is none so efficacious as a discharge 
for this prevailing disorder. No sooner was it administered 
but it perfected the cure of nine out of ten ; who, refusing 
to wait for boats to go by the way of Lake G^rge, slung 
their heavy packs, crossed the lake at this place, and under- 
took a march of two hundred miles with me greatest good- 
will and alacrity." 

This home-sickness in rustic soldiers, after a rough cam- 
paign, was natural enough, and seems only to have pro- 
voked the testy and subacid humour of Schuyler ; but other 
instances of conduct roused his indignation. 

A schooner and tow-galley arrived at Crown Point, with 
upwards of a hundred persons. They were destitute of 
provisions ; none were to be had at the Point, and the ice 
prevented them from penetrating to Ticonderoga. In 
starving condition they sent an express to General 
Schuyler, imploring relief. He immediately ordered three 
captains of General Wooster's regiment, with a considerable 
body of men in bateaux, to '* attempt a relief for the 
unhappy sufferers." To his surprise and disgust, they 
manifested the most tmwillingness to comply, and made a 
variety of excuses, which he spumed at as frivolous, and 
as evincing the greatest v^rant of humanity. He expressed 
himself to that effect the next day, in a general order, 
addii^ the following stinging words : — '^ The general, 
therefore, not daring to trust a matter of so much import- 
ance to men of so little feeling, has ordered Lieutenant 
Biker, of Colonel Holmes's raiment, to make the attempt. 
He received the order with i£e alacrity becoming a gen- 
tleman, an officer, and a Christian." 

This high-minded rebuke, given in so public a manner, 
nmkled in the breasts of those whose conduct had merited 
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it, and insured to Schuyler that persevering hostility 
with which mean minds revenge the exposure of their 
meanness. 



CHAPTER LI. 

WashingtoB's anticipations of Suocess at Quebec — HIb Eulogitiin of 
Arnold — Schuyler and Montgomery talk of reaigning — ^Ezpostolar 
tiona of Waalungton — Their &ect--Schuyler'8 Conduct to a CaptiTe 
Foe. 

We have endeavoured to compress into a succinct accoimt 
various events of the invasion of Canada, furnished to 
Washington by letters from Schuyler and Arnold. The 
tidings of the capture of Montreal had given him the 
liveliest satisfaction. He now looked forward to equal 
success in the expedition against Quebec. . In a letter to 
Schuyler, he passed a high eulogium on Arnold. "The 
merit of this gentleman is certainly great," writes he, 
'' and I heartily wish that fortune may distinguish him as 
one of her favourites. I am convinced that he will do 
eveiything that prudence and valour shall suggest to add 
to the success of our arms, and for reducing Quebec to ova 
possession. Should he not be able to accomplish so defflr- 
able a work with the forces he has, I flatter myself that it 
will be effected when General Montgomery joins him, and 
our conquest of Canada will be complete." 

Certain passives of Schuyler's letters, however, gave 
him deep concern, wherein that general complained of the 
embarrassments and annoyances he had experienced from 
the insubordination of the army. ** Habituated to order," 
said he, '' I cannot without pain see that disregard of dis- 
cipline, confusion, and inattention, which reign so generally 
in this quarter, and I am determined to retire. Of ihif 
resolution I have advised Congress." 

He had indeed done so. In communicating to the Pre- 
sident of Congress the complaints of General Montgpmeij 
and hie intention to retire, " my sentiments," said he, 
'' exactly coincide with his. I shall, with him, do eyeiy- 
thing in my power to put a finishing stroke to the cam- 
paign, and make the -best arrangement in my power, in 
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order to insure success to the next. This done, I must beg 
leave to retire." 

Congress, however, was too well aware of his value 
readily to dispense with his services. His letter produced 
a prompt resolution expressive of their high sense of his 
attention and perseverance, " which merited the thanks of 
the United Colonies." He had alleged his impaired health 
— ^they regretted the injuries it had sustained in the ser- 
vice, but begged he would not insist on a measure *' which 
would deprive America of the benefits of his zeal and 
abilities, and rob him of the honour of completing the 
work he had so happily begun." 

What, however, produced a greater effect upon Schuyler 
than any encomium or entreaty on the part of Congress, 
were the expostulations of Washington, inspired by strong 
friendship and kindred sympathies. ** I am exceedingly 
sorry," writes the latter, " to find you so much embarrassed 
by the disregard of discipline, confusion, and want of 
order among the troops, as to have occasioned you to 
mention to Congress an incliuation to retire. I know that 
your complaints are too well founded, but would willingly 
hope that nothing will induce you to quit the service. 
* * * * I have met with difficulties of the same sort, 
and such as I never expected, but they must be borne 
with. The cause we are engaged in is so just and righteous, 
that we must try to rise superior to every obstacle in its 
support ; and, therefore, I beg that you will not think of 
resigning, unless you have carried your application to 
Congress too far to recede." 

And in another letter he makes a still stronger appeal to 
his patriotism. " I am sorry that you and General Mont- 
gomery incline to quit the service. Let me ask you, sir, 
when is the time for brave men to exert themselves in the 
cause of liberty and their country, if this is not ? Should 
any difficulties that they may have to encounter at this 
important crisis deter ^em? God knows there is not 
a difficulty that you both very justly complain of that 
I have not in an eminent degree experienced, that I am 
not every day experiencing ; but we must bear up against 
them, and make the best of mankind as they are, since we 
cannot have them as we wish. Let me, therefore, conjure 
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you, and Mr. Montgomeiy, to lay aside sncli thoT^bts — 
as thonghts injurious to yourseWes, and extremely so to 
your oountry, which calls aloud fqr gentlemen of your 
abiUty." 

Tlus noble appeal went straight to the heart of Schuyler, 
and brought out a magnanimous reply. ^' I do not hesi- 
tate," writes he, ** to answer my dear general's question in 
the affinnative, by declaring that now or never is the time 
for every virtuous American to exert himself in the cause 
of liberty and his country ; and that it is become a duty 
cheerfully to sacrifice the sweets of domestic felicity to 
attain the honest and glorious end America has in view." 

In the same letter he reveals in confidence the true cause 
of his wish to retire from an official station ; it was the 
annoyance he had suffered throughout the campaign from 
sectional prejudice and jealousy. " I could point out par- 
ticular persons of rank in the army,'' writes he, " who 
have frequently declared that the general commanding in 
this quarter ought to be of the colony from whence the 
majority of the troops came. But it is not from opinions 
or principles of individuals that I have drawn the foUowing 
conclusion, that troops from the colony of Connecticut 
will not bear with a general from another colony ; it ia 
from the daily and coounon conversation of all ranks of 
people from imt colony, both in and out of the army, and 
I assure you that I sincerely lament that people of so 
much public virtue should be actuated by such an unbe- 
coming jealousy founded on such a narrow principle." 
Having made this declaration, he adds, " Although I 
frankly own that I feel a resentment, yet I shall continue 
to sacrifice it to a nobler object, the weal of that country 
in which I have drawn the breath of life, resolved ever to 
seek, with unwearied assiduity, for opportunities to fulfil 
my duty to it." 

It is with pride we have quoted so frequently the cor- 
respondence of these two champions of our Bevolution, as 
it fays open their hearts, and shows the lofty patriotism 
by which they were animated. 

A letter from John Adams to General Thomas allies, 
as one cause of Schuyler's unpopularity with the eastein 
troops, the '' politeness " shown by him to Canadian and 
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Biitisli prisoners ; which '* enabled them and their mims- 
terial friends to impose upon him." ^ 

The " politeness, in fialct, was that noble courtesy which 
a high-minded soldier extends towards a captive foe. If 
his courtesy was imposed upon, it only proved that, inca- 
pable of double-dealing himself, he suspected it not in 
others. All generous natures are liable to imposition, 
their warm impulses being too quick for selfish caution. 
It is the cold, the calculating, and the mean, whose dla- 
tmstfol wariness is never taken in. 



CHAPTER LIL 

Difficulties in filling up the Army — The Connecticut Troops persist in 
going home — Their reception there — ^Timely arrival of spoils in the 
Camp— Putnam and the Prize Mortar — A Maraud by Americans— 
Rebuked by Washington — Correspondence of Washington with Gene- 
ral Howe about the treatment of Ethan Allen — ^Fraternal zeal of 
Levi Allen — Treatment of Qeneral Preecott — Preparations to bom* 
bard Boston — Battery at Lechmere's Point — Prayer of Putnam for 
Powder, 

The forming even of the skeleton of an army under the 
new regulations had been a work of infinite difficulty — ^to 
fill it up was still more difficult. The first burst of revo- 
lutionary zeal had passed away; enthusiasm had been 
chilled by the inaction and monotony of a long encamp- 
ment ; an encampment, moreover, destitute of ^ose com- 
forts which, in experienced warfare, are provided by a 
well-regulated commissariat. The troops had suffered 
privations of every kind, want of fuel, clothing, provi- 
sions. They looked forward with dismay to the rigours of 
winter, and longed for their rustic homes and their family 
fire-sides. 

Apprehending that some of them would incline to go 
home when the time of their enlistment expired, Wash- 
ington summoned the general officers at hecid-quarters, and 
invited a delegation of the General Court to be present, to 
adopt measures for the defence and support of the lines. 
The result of their deliberations was cm order that three 
thousand of the minute men and militia of Massachusetts, 

1 Letter-Book of Gen. Thomas. MS. 
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and two tliousaQcL from New Hampsliire, should be at 
Cambridge by the 10th of Deoembei, to relieTe Ihe Con- 
neoticut regiments, and snpply the deficiency that wotdd 
be caused by their departure, and by the absence of others 
on furlough. 

With this arrangement the Connecticut troops were 
made acquainted, and, as the time of most of them would 
not be out before the lOth, they were ordered to remain in 
camp until relieved. Their officers assured Washington 
that he need apprehend no defection on the part of their 
men — they would not leave the lines. The officers them- 
selves were probably mistaken in their opinion of their 
men, for, on the 1st of December, many of {be latter, some 
of whom belonged to Putnam's regiment, resolved to go 
home immediately. Efforts were made to prevent them, 
but in vain; several carried off with them uieir arms and 
ammunition. Washington sent a list of their names to 
Governor Trumbull. "I submit it to your judgment," 
writes he, "whether an example should not be made of 
these men, who have deserted the cause of their country 
at this critical juncture, when the enemy are receiving 
reinforcements ?" 

We anticipate the reply of Governor Trumbull, received 
several days subsequently. " The late extraordinary and 
reprehensible conduct of some of the troops of this colony," 
writes he, " impresses me, and the mindis of many of our 
people, with great surprise, and indignation, since the 
treatment they met with, and the order and request made 
to them were so reasonable, and apparently necessary for 
the defence of our common cause, and safely of our rights 
and privileges, for which they freely engaged." 

We will here add, that ihe homeward-bound warriors 
seem to have run the gauntlet along the road ; for their 
conduct on quitting the army drew upon them such indig- 
nation that tihiey could hardly get anything to eat on their 
journey, and when they arrived at home they met with 
such a reception Tto the credit of the Connecticut women 
be it recorded), mat many were soon disposed to return 
again to the camp.* 

1 See Letter of Gen. Greene to Samuel Ward. Am. Arch. 4th Series, 
vol. iv. 
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On the very day after the departure homeward of these 
troops, and while it was feared their example would be 
contagions, a long, lumbering train of waggons, laden 
"with ordnance and military stores, and deoorated with 
flags, came wheeling into the camp, escorted by continental 
troops and country militia. They were part of th^ cargo 
of a large brigantine laden with munitions of war, cap- 
tured and sent in to Cape Ann by the schooner * Lee,' 
Captain Manly, one of the cruisers sent out by Wash- 
ington. " Such universal joy ran through the whole 
camp," writes an officer, " as if each one grasped a victory 
in his own hands." 

Besides the ordnance captured, there were two thousaiid 
stand of arms, one hundred thousand flints, thiriy thou- 
sand round shot, and thirty-two tons of musket-balls. 

" Surely nothing," writes Washington, ^' ever came 
more apropos,*' 

It was indeed a cheering incident, and was eagerly turned 
to account. Among the ordnance was a huge brass mortar 
of a new construction, weighing near tibree thousand 
pounds. It was considered a glorious trophy, and there 
was a resolve to christen it. Mifflin, Washington's secre- 
tary, suggested the name. The mortar was fixed in a 
bed, old Putnam mounted it, dashed on it a bottle of rum, 
and gave it the name of Congress. The shout« which 
rent the air were beard in Boston. When the meaning 
of them was explained to the British, they observed, that 
" should their expected reinforcements arrive in time, the 
rebels would pay dear in the spring for aU their petty 
triumphs." 

With Washington this transient gleam of nautical suc- 
cess was soon overshadowed by the conduct of the cruisers 
he had sent to the St Lawrence. Failing to intercept the 
brigantines, the object of their cruise, they landed on the 
island of St. Johns, plundered the house of the governor 
and several private dwellings, and brought off three of the 
principal inhabitants prisoners, one of whom, Mr. Call- 
beck, was president of th^ council, and acted as governor. 

These gentlem^ made a meniorial to Washington of 
this scandalous maraud. He instantly ordered the restora- 
tion of the effects which had been pillc^d ; of his conduct 
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towards the gentlemon personally, we may judge by the 
following note addressed to Mm by Mr. Callbeck : — 

'*I should ill deserre the generous treatment whidi 
yotir excellency has been pleased to show me had I not the 
gratitude to acknowledge so great a favour. I cannot 
ascribe any part of it to my own merit, but must impute 
the whole to the philanthropy and humane disposition that 
so truly characterize Gknoral Washington* Be so obliging, 
therefore, as to accept the only return in my power, that 
of my most gratefal thanks." ^ 

Shortly after the foregoing occurrence, information was 
receiyed of the indignities which had been heaped upon 
Colonel Ethan Allen, when captured at Montreal by 
General Prescott, who, himself, was now a prisoner in the 
hands of the Americans. It touched Washington on a 
point on which he was most sensitiye and tenacious, the 
treatment of American ofiScers when captured; and pro- 
duced the following letter from him to General Howe : — 

** SiE,^ — We have just been informed of a circumstance 
which, were it not so well authenticated, I should scarcely 
think credible. It is, that Colonel Allen, who with his 
small party, was defeated* and made prisoner near Mon- 
treal, has been treated without regard to decency, humanity, 
or the rules of war ; that he has been thrown into irons, 
and suffers all the hardships inflicted upon common felons. 

'' I think it my duty, sir, to demand, and do expect from 
you, an eclaircissement on this subject. At the eajne time, 
I flatter myself, from the character which Mr. Howe bears, 
as a man of honour, gentiemaD, and soldier, that my de- 
mand will meet with his approbation. I must take the 
liberty, also, of informing you that I shall consider your 
silence as a conflrmation of the report^^and further assur- 
ing you, that whatever treatment Colonel Allen receives, 
whatever fate he undergoes, such exactly shall be the 
treatment and fate of Brigadier Prescott, now in our hands. 
The law of retaliation is not only justifiable in the eyes of 
God and man, but absolutely a duty, which, in our present 
circumstances, we owe to our relations, friends, and fellow- 
citizens. 

> %>arkB. WMhiiigton'B Writings, vol. iii. p. 194. 
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'^ Peimit me to add, sir, that we have all here the 
highest regard and reverence for yonr great personal 
qualities and attainments, and the Americans in general 
esteem it as not the least of their misfortunes, that the 
name of Howe, a name so dear to them, should appear at 
the head of the catalogue of the instruments employed by 
a wicked ministry for their destruction." « 

General Howe felt acutely the sorrowful reproach in the 
latter part of the letter. It was a reiteration of what had 
already been expressed by Congress; in the present 
instance it produced irritation, if we may judge from the 
reply : — 

" Sir, — In answer to your letter, I am to acquaint you 
that my command does not extend to Canada. Not having 
any accounts wherein the name of Allen is mentioned, I 
cannot give you the smallest satis&ction upon the subject 
of your letter. But trusting ' Major-general Carleton's 
conduct will never incur censure upon any occasion, I 
am to conclude in the instance of your inqidry, that he 
has not forfeited his f^eist pretensions to decency and 
humanity. 

'* It is with regret, considering the character you have 
always maintained among your Mends, as a gentleman of 
the strictest honour and delicacy, that I find cause to resent 
a sentence in the conclusion of your letter, big with invec- 
tive against my superiors, and insulting to myself, which 
should obstruct any further intercourse between us. I am, 
sir, &c." 

In transmitting a copy of his letter to the President of 
Congress, Washir^gton observed ; *' My reason for pointing 
out Bri^uiier-general Prescott as the object who is to 
sufifer for Mr. Allen's feite, is, that by letters from General 
Schuyler and copies of letters from General Montgomery to 
Schuyler, I am given to understand that Prescott is the 
cause of Allen's sufferings. I thought it best to be decisive 
on the occasion, as did the generals whom I consulted 
thereon." 

For the sake of contintdty we will anticipate a few &ots 
connected with the story of Ethan Allen. Within a few 
weeks after the preceding correspondence, Washington re- 
ceived a letter from Levi Allen, a brother to the colonel. 
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and of like enterprising and enthusiastic cliaracler. It 'was 
dated from Salisbury in Connecticut; and enclosed affi- 
davits of the harsh treatment his brother had experienced, 
and of his being confined on board of the Gaspee, *^ with a 
bar of iron fixed to one of his legs and iron to his hands." 
Levi was bent upon effecting his deliverance, and the mode 
proposedftWas in unison with the bold but wild schemes 
of the colonel. We quote his crude, but characteristic 
letter : — 

'* Have some thoughts of going to England inoogmto^ after 
my brother, but am not positively certain he is sent there, 
though believe he is. Beg your excellency vnll favour me 
with a line' and acquaint me if any intelligence concerning 
him, and if your excellency please, your opinion of the ex- 
pediency of going after him, and whether your excellency 
would think proper to advance any money for that purpose, 
as my brother was a man blessed with more fortitude than 
fortune. Your excellency may think, at first thought, I 
can do nothing by going to England ; I feel as if I could 
do a great deal, by raising a mob in London, bribing the 
jailer, or by getting into some servile employment v^ith the 
jailer, and over-faithfulness make myself master of the key, 
or at least be able to lay my hand on it some night. I beg 
your excellency will countenance my going ; can muster 
more than one hundred pounds, my own property ; t^uJl 
regard spending that no more than one copper. Your ex- 
ceUency must know Allen was nbt only a brother, but a 
real friend that sticketh closer than a brother." 

In a postscript he adds, '' Cannot live vdthout going to 
England, if my brother is sent there." 

£i reply, Wcushington intimated a belief that the colonel 
had been sent to England, but discountenanced Levi's wild 
project of following him thither ; as there was no proba- 
biLity of its success, and he would be running himself into 
danger without a prospect of rendering service to his 
bromer. 

The measure of retaliation mentioned in Washington's 
letter to Howe, was actually meted out by Congress on the 
arrival of General Prescott in Philadelphia. He was ordered 
into close confinement in the jail ; though not put in inms. 
He was subsequently released from confinement, on aooount 
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of ill health, and was treated by some Philadelphia families 
witti unmerited hospitaUty.' 

At the time of the foregoing correspondence with Howe, 
Washington was earnestly occupied preparing works for the 
bombardment of Boston, should that measure be resolved 
upon by Congress. General Putnam, in the preceding 
month, had taken possession in the night of Cobble Hill 
without molestation from the enemy, though a commanding 
eminence ; and in two days had constructed a work, which, 
from its strength, was named Putnam's impregnable 
fortress. 

He was now engaged on another work on Lechmere 
Point, to be connected with the works at Cobble Hill by a 
bridge thrown across Willis's Creek, and a covered way. 
Lechmere Point is immediately opposite the north part of 
Boston ; and the ' Scarborough' ship-of-war was anchored 
near it. Putnam availed himself of a dark and foggy day 
(Dec. 17), to commence operations, and broke ground with 
four hundred men, at ten o'clock in the morning, on a hill 
at the Point. " The mist," says a contemporary account, 
" was so great as to prevent the enemy from discovering 
v^hat he was about until near twelve o'clock, when it 
cleared up, and opened to their view our whole party at 
the Point, and another at the causeway throwing a bridge 
over the creek. The * Scarborough,' anchored off the Point, 
poured in a broadside. The enemy from Boston threw 
shells. The garrison at Cobble HiU returned fire. Our 
men were obliged to decamp from the Point, but the work 
was resumed by the brave old general at night." 

On the next morning, a cannonade from Cobble HiU 

* Thomas Walker, a merchant of Montreal, who, accused of traitorous 
dealings with the Americans, had been thrown into prison during 
Prescott's sway, and his country-house burnt down, undertook a 
journey to Philadelphia in the depth of winter, when he understood 
the general was a captive there, trusting to obtain satisfaction for his 
ill-treatment. To his great surprise, he found Mr. Prescott lodged in 
the best tavern of the place, walking or riding at large through Phila- 
delphia and Bucks Counties, feasting with gentlemen of the nrst rank 
in the province, and keeping a levee for the reception of the grandees. 
In consequence of which unaccountable phenomena, and the little 
prospect of his obtaining any adequate redress in the present unsettled 
state of public affairs, Mr. Walker has returned to Montreal. — ^Am. 
Archives, Fourth Series, vol. iv., 1178. 

2? 
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obliged the ' Scarborough' to weigh anohor, and drop down 
below the ferry ; and General Heath was detached with a 
party of men to carry on the work which Putnam had com- 
menced. The enemy resumed their fire. Sentinels were 
placed to give notice of a shot or shell ; the men would 
crouch down or dodge it, and continue on with their work. 
The fire ceased in the afternoon, and Washington viated 
the hill accompanied by several officers, and inspected the 
progress of the work. It was to consist of two redoubts, 
on one of which was to be a mortar battery. There was, as 
yet, a deficiency of ordnance * but the prize mortar ^was to 
be mounted which Putnam had recently christened, " The 
Congress." From the spirit with which the work was 
carried on, Washington trusted that it would soon be com- 
pleted, '* and then," said he, " if we have powder to sport 
with, and Congress gives the word, Boston can be bom- 
barded &om this point." 

For several days the labour at the works was continued; 
the two redoubts were thrown up, and a covered way was 
constructed leading down to the bridge. All this was 
done notwithstanding the continual fire of the enemy. The 
letter of a British officer gives his idea of the efficiency of 
the work. 

''The rebels for- some days past have been erecting a 
battery on Phipps* Farm. The new constructed mortar 
taken on board the ordnance brig, we are told, will be 
mounted upon it, and we expect a warm salute from the 
shells, anotiier part of that vessel's cargo ; so that, in spite 
of her capture, we are likely to be complimented with the 
contents of her lading." 

" K the rebels can complete their battery, this town 
will be on fire about our ears a few hours after ; all our 
buildings being of wood, or a mixture of brick and wood- 
work. Had the rebels erected their battery on the other 
side of the town, at Dorchester, the admiral and all his 
booms would have made the first blaze, and the burning of 
the town wotdd have followed. If we cannot destroy the 
rebel battery by our guns, we must march out .and take it 
sword in hand." 

Putnam anticipated great effects from this work, and 
especially from his grand mortar, " The Congress." Shells 
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thore were in- abundance for a bombardment; the only 
thing wanting was a supply of powder. One of ihe officers, 
writing of the unusual mildness of the winter, observes: 
*' Everything thaws here except old Put. He is still as hard 
as ever, crying out for powder — powder — ^powder. Ye 
gods, give us powder I" 



CHAPTEE LHI. 

Mount Vernon in Danger — ^Mrs. Washington invited to the Camp- 
Lund Washington, the General's Agent — Terms on which he serves 
— Instructed to keep up the hospitality of the house — Journey of 
Mrs. Washington to Camp — ^Her Equipage and Liveries — Arrival at 
Camp — ^Domestic Affairs at Head-quarters — Qaieties in Camp — A 
Brawl between Round-jackets and Rifle-Bhirts. 

Amid the various concerns of the war, and the multiplied 
perplexities of the camp, the thoughts of Washington con- 
tinually reverted to his home on the banks of the Potomac. 
A constant correspondence was kept up between him and 
his agent, Mr. Lund Washington, who had charge of his 
various estates. The general gave clear and minute direc- 
tions as to their management, and the agent rendered as 
clear and minute returns of eveiything that had been done 
in consequence. 

According to recent accounts, Mount Vernon had been 
considered in danger, Lord Dunmore was exercising 
martial law in the Ancient Dominion, and it was feared that 
the favourite abode of the *' rebel commander-in-chief" 
Tvould be marked out for hostility, and that the enemy 
might land from their ships in the Potomac, tod lay it 
waste. Washington's brother, John Augustine, had en- 
treated Mrs. Washington to leave it. The people of Lou- 
doun had advised her to seek refuge beyond ihe Blue Eidge, 
and had offered to send a guard to escort her. She had 
declined the offer, not considering herseK in danger. Lund 
Washington was equally free from apprehensions on the 
subject. " Lord Dunmore," writes he, " will hardly him- 
self venture up this river, nor do I believe he will send on 
that errand. You may depend I will be watchful, and upon 
the least alarm persuade her to move." 

Though alive to everything concerning Mount Vernon, 

2f2 
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Washington agreed with them in deeming it in no present 
danger of molestation by the enemy. Still he felt for the 
loneliness of Mrs. Washington's situation, heightened as it 
must be by anxiety on his own account. On taking com- 
mand of the army, he had held out a prospect to her, that 
he would rejoin her at home ih the autumn ; there was bow 
a probability of his being detained before Boston all winter. 
He wrote to her, therefore, by express, in Kovember, 
inviting her to join him at the camp. He at the same time 
wrote to Lund Washington, engaging his continued services 
as an agent. This person, though bearing the same name, 
and probably of the same stock, does not appear to have 
been in any near degree of relationship, Washington's 
letter to him gives a picture of his domestic policy :— 

" I will engage for the year coming, and the year fol- 
lowing, if these troubles and my absence continue, that 
your wages shall be standing and certain at the highest 
amount that any one year's crop has produced you yet I 
do not offer this as any temptation to induce you to go on 
more cheerfully in prosecuting those schemes of mine. I 
should do injustice to you were I not to acknowledge, that 
your conduct has ever appeared to me above everything 
sordid ; but I offer it in consideration of the great chaiige 
you have upon your hands, and my entire dependence npon 
your fidelity and industry. 

" It is the greatest, indeed it is the only conifortahle 
reflection I enjoy on this score, that my business is in the 
hands of a person concerning whose integrity I have not a 
doubt, and on whose care I can rely. Were it not for this, 
I should feel very unhappy on account of the situation of 
my affairs. But I am persuaded you will do for me as yon 
would for yourself." 

The following were his noble directions concerning 
Mouiit Vernon : — 

" Let the hospitality of the house with respect to the 
poor be kept up. Let no one go hungry away. If any of 
this kind of people should be in want of com, supply their 
necessities, provided it does not encourage them to i"^^ 
ness ; and I have no objection to your giving my money i^ 
charity to the amount of forty or fifty pounS a year, when 
you think it well bestowed. What I mean by having b^ 
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objection is, that it is my desire it should be done. You 
are to consider that neither myself nor wife is now in the 
-way to do those good offices." 

Mrs. Washington came on with her own carriage and 
borses, accompanied by her son, Mr. Cnstis, and his wife. 
She travelled by very easy stages, partly on account of the 
badness of the roads, parUy out of regard to the horses, of 
■which Washington was always very C€u:efal, and which 
were generally remarkable for beauty and excellence. 
Escorts and guards of honour attended her from place to 
place, and she was detained some time at Philadelphia, by 
the devoted attention of the inhabitants. 

Her arrival at Cambridge was a glad event in the army. 
Incidental mention is made of the equipage in which she 
appeared there. A chariot and four, with, black postilions 
in scarlet and white liveries. It has been suggested that 
this was an English style of equipage, derived from the 
!Fair£axes; but in truth it was a style still prevalent at 
that day in Yii^inia. 

It would appear that dinner invitations to head-quarters, 
were becoming matters of pride and solicitude. " I am 
much obliged to you," writes Washington to Beed, " for 
the hints respecting the jealousies which you say are gone 
abroad. I cannot charge myself with incivility, or what, 
in my opinion, is tantamount, ceremonious civility to gen- 
tlemen of this colony ; but if such my conduct appears, 1 
will endeavour at a reformation ; as I can assure you, my 
dear Heed, that ! wish to walk in such a line as will give 
most general satisfaction. You know that it was my wish 
at first to invite a certain number of the gentlemen of this 
colony every day to dinner, but unintentionally we some- 
how or other missed of it. If this has given rise to the 
jealousy, I can only say that I am very sorry for it ; at the 
same time I add, that it was rather owing to inattention, 
or more properly, too much attention to other matters, 
which caused me to neglect it." ^. 

And in another letter : — 

"My constant attention to the great and perplexing 
objects which continually arise to my view, absorbs all 
lesser considerations ; and, indeed, scarcely allows me to 
reflect that there is such a body as the General Court of 
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this colony, but when I am reminded of it by a committee; 
nor can I, upon recollection, discover in what instance I 
have been inattentive to, or slighted them. They could 
not surely conceive that there was a propriety in unbosom- 
ing the secrets of the army to them ; that it was necessaiy 
to ask their opinion in throwing up an intrenchment or 
forming a battalion. It must be, therefore, what I before 
hinted to you ; and how to remedy it I hardly know, as I 
am acquainted with few of the members, never go out of 
my own lines, nor see any of them in them," 

The presence of Mrs. Washington soon relieved the 
general from this kind of perplexity. She presided at 
head-quarters with mingled dignity and affability. We 
have an anecdote or two of the internal affairs of head- 
quarters, furnished by the descendant of one who was an 
occasional inmate there. 

Washington had prayers morning and evening, and was 
regular in his attendance at the church in which he was a 
communicant. On one occasion, for want of a clergyman, 
the episcopal service was read by Colonel William Palfrey, 
one of Washington's aides-de-camp; who substituted a 
prayer of his own composition in place of the one formerly 
offered up for the king. 

Not loi^ after her arrival in camp, Mrs. Washington 
claimed to keep twelfth-night in due style as the anniTer- 
sary of her wedding. " The general," says the same infor- 
mant, " was somewhat thoughtful, and said he was afi^id be 
must refuse it." His objections were overcome, and twelfth- 
night and the wedding anniversary were duly celebrated. 

There seems to have been more conviviality at the 
quarters of some of the other generals ; their time and 
minds were less intensely engrossed by anxious cares, 
having only their individual departments to attend to. 
Adjutant-general Mifflin's house appears to have been a 
gay one. " He was a man of education, ready apprehen- 
sion, and brilliancy," says Graydon; "had spent some 
time in Europe, particularly in France, and was very easy 
of access, with the manners of genteel life, though occa- 
sionally evolving those of the Quaker.' 
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> Graydon*s Memoirs^ p. 154. 
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Mrs. Adams gives an account of an evening party at 
his house. " I was very politely entertained and noticed 
by the generals," writes she, " more especially General Lee, 
-who was very urgent for me to tarry in town, and dine 
with him and the ladies present at Hobgoblin Hall ; but I 
excused myself. The general determined that I shoidd 
not only be acquainted with him, but with his companions 
too ; and therefore placed a chair before me, into which 
he ordered Mr. Spada (his dog) to mount, and present his 
paw to me for a better acquaintance. I coidd not do 
otherwise than accept it."' 

John Adams, likewise, gives us a picture of festivities 
at hestd-quarters, where he was a visitant on the recess of 
Congress. 

'* I dined at Colonel Mifflin's with the general (Wash- 
ington) and lady, and a vast collection of other company, 
among whom were six or seven sachems and warriors of 
the French Caughnawaga Indians, with their wives and 
children. A savage feast they made of it ; yet were very 
polite in the Indian style. I was introduced to them by 
the general as one of tiie grand council at Philadelphia, 
which made them prick up their ears. They came and 
shook hands with me."' 

While sxvinff these ^miliar scenes and occurrences at 
the camp, we L tempted to subjom one famished from 
the manuscript memoir of an eye-witness. A large party 
of Virginia riflemen, who had recently arrived in camp, 
vrere strolling about Cambridge, and viewing the collegiate 
buildings, now turned into barracks. Their half-Indian 
equipments, and fringed and ruffled hunting garbs, pro- 
voked the merriment of some troops from Marblehead, 
chiefly fishermen and sailors, who thought nothing equal 
to the round jacket and trousers. A bantering ensued 
between them. There was snow upon the ground, and 
snowballs began to fly when jokes were wanting. The 
parties waxed warm with the contest. They closed and 
came to blows ; both sides were reinforced, and in a little 

1 Letters of Mr. Adams, vol. i. p. 85. 

' Adams* Letters, vol. ii. p. 80. Adams adds, tliat they made him 
" low bows and scrapes " — a kmd of homage never paid by an Indian 
warrior. 
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while at least a thousand were at fisticufife, and there was 
a tumult in the camp worthy of the days of Homer. '' At 
this juncture," writes our informant, '* Washington made 
his appearance, whether by accident or design I never 
knew. I saw none of his aides with him ; his black ser- 
vant just behind him moynted. He threw the bridle of 
his own horse into his servant's hands, sprang from his 
seat, rushed into the thickest of the melee, seized two tail 
brawny riflemen by the throat, keeping them at anu*s- 
length, talking to and shaking them." 

As tiiey were from his own province, he may have felt 
peculiarly responsible for their good conduct ; they were 
engaged, too, in one of those sectional brawls which were 
his especial abhorrence; his reprimand must, therefore, 
have been a vehement one. He was commanding in his 
fierenest moments, but irresistible in his bursts of indigna- 
tion. On the present occasion, we are told, his appearance 
and strong-handed rebuke put an instant end to the tumult 
The combatants dispersed in aU directions, and in less 
than three minutes none remained on the ground but tbs 
two he had collared. 

The veteran who records this exercise of military autho^ 
riiy, seems at a loss which most to admire, the simplicity 
of the process or the vigour with which it was administered. 
" Here," writes he, " bloodshed, imprisonments, trials by 
court-martial, revengeful feelings between the different 
corps of the army, were happily prevented by the physical 
and mental energies of a single person, and the only 
damage resulting from the fierce encounter was, a few torn 
hunting frocks and round jackets." ' 

^ From memoranda ¥nitten at an advanced age, by the late Hon, 
Israel Trask ; who, when but ten years old, was in the oamp at Cam- 
bridge with his father, who was a lieutenant. 



